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State of California  The Resources Agency Primary #  33-13673 update 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#   
CONTINUATION SHEET Trinomial   
Page  1  of 2  *Resource Name or # Kaiser Eagle Mountain Mine Railroad 
 
*Recorded by: AECOM *Date: August 9, 2013  Continuation  Update 

DPR 523L (1/95) *Required information 

  
The Kaiser Eagle Mountain Mine Railroad does not appear eligible for listing in the NRHP or CRHR due to lack of 
integrity. The Kaiser Eagle Mountain Mine Railroad is a 52-mile-long railroad that transported iron ore from the Eagle 
Mountain mine to a Kaiser Steel mill located in Fontana, California. Built in 1948, the railroad followed an earlier 19th 
century gold boom trail. Two segments of the resource, including 5-foot gauge rails, a grade crossing, and associated 
structures, were previously recorded in 2004 and 2005. The railroad was also mentioned as part of the Eagle Mountain 
complex (P-33-6913). On July 10, 2013, the segment of the railroad within the current survey area was observed. 
Based on the field observation and aerial mapping, the railroad is a linear resource from Eagle Mountain to the 
Southern Pacific Railroad at the Salton Sea. It is an abandoned line that is deteriorating.  
 
The railroad is closely associated with the Kaiser Eagle Mountain mining complex. In 1947, Henry J. Kaiser was 
building a portion of the Colorado River Aqueduct in the vicinity of Desert Center and established the Eagle Mountain 
Iron Ore Mine located 11 miles north from Desert Center.  The mine included a company town that featured 10 
dormitories, two bath houses, a mess hall, staff buildings, a dozen two-to-three bedroom residences as well as a post 
office and school for the employees and their families. The mine, which began operation in September 1948, was one 
of the largest iron mining operations in the world. By 1950, nearly half a million people lived in the greater Desert 
Center area and the settlement continued to serve travelers for many years (The Desert Magazine 1948, 1950; 
Chamber of Commerce 2010). 
 
Because of its widespread importance in industry, commerce, and community development, Eagle Mountain made a 
significant contribution to the history of the region, and because of its direct association with the mining operation, the 
Kaiser Eagle Mountain Railroad meets NRHP Criterion A and CRHR Criterion 1. Although founded by Henry J. Kaiser,  
an important historical figure, the association is not specific enough to qualify under NRHP Criterion B or CRHR 
Criterion 2. As a railroad, the property is not a unique type and does not appear unique in the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction.  It does not appear to meet NRHP Criterion C or CRHR Criterion 3. The 
railroad is no longer in use and has areas of severe erosion and degredation. It does not appear to retain sufficient 
integrity of feeling to convey its significance in connection to Eagle Mountain. Despite its significant association, based 
on lack of integrity, the property does not appear eligible for listing in the NRHP or CRHR.     
  
 Evaluator:  M.K. Meiser, AECOM 
 
 Date: August 9, 2013 
 
 References: 
 1963 USGS Chuckwalla Mountains Topographic Map  
  
 Desert Center Chamber of Commerce 2010 
 
 The Desert Magazine  
  1948. October, Volume 11:12. 
  1950. November, Volume 14: 1   
 
  
Report Citation:   
 AECOM 
     2013   Class II and III Cultural Resources Survey Report for the Palen Solar Electric Generating System  
  Riverside County, California. 
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State of California  The Resources Agency Primary #  33-13987 update 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#   
CONTINUATION SHEET Trinomial   
Page  1  of  2 *Resource Name or # Southern California Telephone Co. Telephone and Telegraph Line 
 
*Recorded by: AECOM *Date: August 9, 2013  Continuation  Update 

DPR 523L (1/95) *Required information 

 
  
 Two segments of Southern California Telephone Co. Telephone and Telegraph Line have been previously 

recorded. 
 
 A segment of this line was revisited on July 10, 2013. It appears in an advanced state of deterioration. It was 

previously recommended not eligible for the CRHR or NRHP. Based on its condition and previous research 
(Smallwood et at 2009a, 2009b), the resource does not retain sufficient integrity to be eligible for the CRHR or 
NRHP. 

 
 Report Citation:   
 AECOM 
      2013   Class II and III Cultural Resources Survey Report for the Palen Solar Electric Generating System  

  Riverside County, California. 
 
 
*B12. References: 
       Smallwood, Josh, Terri Jaquemain, Daniel Ballester, and Laura Shaker 
  2009a Site Record for P-33-13987. On File at the Eastern Information Center, University of California Riverside. 

 2009b Phase I Historical/Archaeological Assesment: Paradise Valley Specific Plan (SP339), Shavers Valley, R 
  Riverside County, California. Onm File, Eastern Information Cente, University of California, Riverside 
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State of California  The Resources Agency Primary #  33-19415 update 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#   
CONTINUATION SHEET Trinomial  CA-RIV-9854 
Page  1  of 2   *Resource Name or # Blythe-Eagle Mountain Transmission Line 
 
*Recorded by: AECOM *Date: August 9, 2013  Continuation  Update 

DPR 523L (1/95) *Required information 

 
 A segment of the Blythe-Eagle Mountain Transmission Line was previously recorded. The resource is a double 

wood pole power transmission line and associated graded dirt access road. Each pole has metal crossbeams 
and ceramic insulators. The transmission line was estimated built in 1957, and recommended not NRHP eligible.  

 
 Additional segments of the resource were observed on July 10 and 11, 2013. The line appears intact, 

maintained, and unchanged since it was recorded in 2009. It was previously evaluated as not eligible for the 
NRHP or CRHR (Tennyson 2010). It has not acquired any additional significance to make it eligible for the 
CRHR or NRHP. 

  
 
 Report Citation:   
 AECOM 
      2013  Class II and III Cultural Resources Survey Report for the Palen Solar Electric Generating System  

  Riverside County, California. 
 
*B12. References: 
       Tennyson, Matthew and Rebecca Apple 
      2010  Cultural Resources Class III Report for the Proposed Palen Solar Power Project Riverside County, California 
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