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Introduction 

Attached are Russell City Energy Company, LLC’s responses to California Energy 
Commission (CEC) Staff data requests numbers 1 through 52 for the Russell City Energy 
Center (RCEC) Petition for Amendment No. 1 (01-AFC-7). The CEC Staff served these data 
requests on December 22, 2006, as part of the discovery process for the RCEC amendment 
petition. The responses are grouped by individual discipline or topic area. Within each 
discipline area, the responses are presented in the same order as CEC Staff presented them 
and are keyed to the Data Request numbers (1 through 52). New or revised graphics or 
tables are numbered in reference to the Data Request number. For example, the first table 
used in response to Data Request 15 would be numbered Table DR15-1. The first figure used 
in response to Data Request 28 would be Figure DR28-1, and so on.  

Additional tables, figures, or documents submitted in response to a data request 
(supporting data, stand-alone documents such as plans, folding graphics, etc.) are found at 
the end of a discipline-specific section and are not sequentially page-numbered consistently 
with the remainder of the document, though they may have their own internal page 
numbering system.  
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Air Quality  
Data Responses 1-16 



Air Quality (1-16) 

Peak and Average Sulfur Content 
1. Please provide documentation from the proposed natural gas supplier of the guaranteed peak 

and average fuel sulfur content levels. 

Response: Pacific Gas & Electric Company (PG&E) will be the gas supplier for the RCEC. 
Per PG&E Rule 21, the gas delivered to PG&E’s system shall contain no more than one grain 
of total sulfur per one hundred standard cubic feet (1 gr/100 scf). Based on historical data, 
the actual sulfur content of the natural gas supplied to the RCEC is expected to be 
significantly less than the 1 gr/100 scf maximum. Table DR1-1, which is reprinted from 
PG&E’s Pipe Ranger website http://www.pge.com/pipeline/ operations/sulfur/ 
sulfur_info.shtml, lists recent average and maximum data.  

TABLE DR1-1  
Gas System Sulfur Survey Results 

Total Sulfur 
Average All Sites 

Total Sulfur 
Maximum  

Date gr/100 scf ppmv gr/100 scf ppmv 
Third Quarter 2006 0.241 4.05 0.466 7.88 
Second Quarter 2006 0.160 2.70 0.408 6.90 
First Quarter 2006 0.145 2.45 0.318 5.37 
Source: http://www.pge.com/pipeline/ operations/sulfur/ sulfur_info.shtml 

Fuel Sulfur Content 
2. Please provide the most recent six months of daily peak and average gas sulfur content values 

from the proposed natural gas supplier, collected at the nearest available location to the 
proposed facility gas tie-in. If daily values are not available, please provide either weekly or 
monthly sulfur content values, whichever is available, with an explanation as to why daily 
measurements are not available. 

Response: Sulfur data for the past six months, provided by PG&E’s Mike O’Brien, is 
included in Attachment DR2-1. This data is from PG&E’s Bixler sulfur analyzer. Mr. O’Brien 
noted that these are conservative numbers, but cautioned that they do not include the sulfur 
compound COS (approximately 0.40 ppmv), which is included in the Pipe Ranger values in 
Table DR1-1 above. The sulfur data in Attachment DR2-1 ranges between 2.77 and 
4.96 ppmv with an average of 3.86 ppmv. If 0.40 ppmv is added to the data in 
Attachment DR2-1, the resulting data would range from 3.17 to 5.36 ppmv with an average 
of 4.26 ppmv. 
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Sulfur Limits for Natural Gas 
3. 

4. 

Please provide the steps and method the project owner will use to ensure continuous 
compliance with the sulfur content limits specified for the supplied natural gas fuel. 

Response: The project owner has used PG&E’s maximum total sulfur value of 1 gr/100 scf 
for the purpose of evaluating the air quality impacts associated with the RCEC (i.e., hourly 
and daily emissions levels). A more typical total sulfur value of 0.25 gr/100 scf was used for 
the purpose of calculating annual sulfur dioxide emissions. 

For the purpose of demonstrating compliance with Conditions of Certification AQ-11, 
AQ-20(g), and AQ-24(e), as proposed to be amended, the project owner suggests that CEC 
and Bay Area Air Quality Management District (BAAQMD) approved emissions factors, 
based on the maximum total sulfur content of 1 gr/100 scf, be applied to the actual heat 
input. Since the maximum total sulfur content is essentially limited by PG&E’s Rule 21 to 
1 gr/100 scf, and historical data shows actual values that are much less than 1 gr/100 scf, 
compliance with Conditions of Certification based on a this sulfur content should be 
assured. 

For the purpose of demonstrating compliance with Condition of Certification AQ-25(e), the 
project owner suggests that CEC and BAAQMD-approved emissions factors, based on 
monthly sulfur data, be applied to the actual heat input during each month. The monthly 
sulfur data could be obtained either by monthly grab samples at the RCEC or by use of 
PG&E data if such data can be demonstrated to be representative of the gas delivered to the 
RCEC. In the event that monthly sulfur data is found to be greater than the assumed 
0.25 gr/100 scf, compliance with AQ-25(e) may be assured through limiting the annual heat 
input accordingly. 

Start-up and Shut-Down Events 
Please provide the maximum number of start-up and shut-down events on a daily and annual 
basis. 

Response: The short-term and annual emission rates include an assumed number of turbine 
startups/shutdowns. Table DR4-1 delineates the proposed total startups and shutdowns on 
a daily and annual basis.  

TABLE DR4-1  
Proposed Daily and Annual Startups and Shutdowns at RCEC 

Scenario Daily Startups Daily Shutdowns Annual Startups Annual Shutdowns 

Each Turbine 1 cold/1 hot 2 52 cold/260 hot 312 

Both Turbines 2 cold/2 hot 2 104 cold/520 hot 614 

 

In addition, Table 3.1-6 in the Amendment Petition presents data on the startup and 
shutdown emission rates, while Table 3.1-23 presents data on emissions rates as well as 
startup and shutdown durations. 

The application is not seeking to limit the total number of startup/shutdown events. Rather, 
compliance with the annual limits will be monitored and based on total emissions rather 
than individual hours of operation, startup, or shutdown. 
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Estimated Facility Emissions 
5. Please provide actual calculations, assumptions, and methods used to estimate the facility 

daily and annual emissions provided in Tables 3.1-3 through 3.1-5. 

Response: The emissions calculations, assumptions, and methods are based on accepted 
and approved methodologies used in previous AFC submittals. The following table 
summarizes the calculations, assumptions, and methods. 

TABLE DR5-1 
Emission Calculations Assumptions and Methods 

Pollutant Reference Table Comments (Assumptions, Methods, etc.) 

Ammonia 3.1A-1 The emissions calculation is based on the proposed 
ammonia slip limit, exhaust flow rates and conditions, and 
proposed operational hours. The calculations match with 
those provided by Calpine in Table 3.1A-4. 

NOx, CO, VOC, SOx, 
and PM10/2.5 – 
Turbines/HRSGs 

3.1A-4 The emissions calculations are based on a wide range of fuel 
input and analysis data, exhaust technical data, operating 
scenarios, control equipment operational parameters, etc. 
Exhaust data and conditions are accounted for in both inlet 
and outlet scenarios, and control efficiencies are factored into 
the calculations. 

NOx, CO, VOC, SOx, 
and PM10/2.5 – 
Turbines/HRSGs 

3.1A-5 Startup and shutdown emissions values are based on 
detailed short and long term startup and shutdown test data 
for the specific turbines proposed. 

HAPs – 
Turbines/HRSGs 

3.1A-6 HAPs emissions values are based on accepted CARB 
CATEF emissions factors, fuel flow and heat rates, and 
operational hours. 

HAPs – Cooling Tower 3.1A-9 HAPs emissions values are based on the proposed 
constituents of the cooling tower blowdown water, proposed 
BACT drift rate, and operational hours. 

PM10/2.5 – Cooling 
Tower 

3.1A-7 and 3.1A-8 The emissions calculations are based on a wide range of 
cooling tower operational characteristics, blowdown 
chemistry, BACT drift rate, operational hours, and the 
standard cooling tower emissions equation. 

NOx, CO, VOC, SOx, 
and PM10/2.5 – FP 
Engine 

3.1A-10 The emissions calculations are based on the engine type, 
engine horsepower, fuel type, fuel use rates, and engine 
specific emissions factors derived from the manufacturers’ 
data sheets. 

HAPs – FP Engine 3.1A-11 HAPs emissions values are based on accepted CARB 
CATEF emissions factors, fuel type, fuel flow rates, and 
operational hours. 
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Maximum Permitted VOC Emissions 
6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

Table 3.1-3 lists the proposed maximum permitted VOC emissions for each turbine as 
2.82 lbs/hour. Table 3.1A-4 (in the appendix) shows each turbine hourly VOC emissions as 
high as 5.6 lbs/hour. Please explain the differences between the two emission limits. 

Response: The 2.82 lbs/hr VOC emissions estimate is a controlled value based on the 
assumption that the proposed CO oxidation catalyst reduces VOCs by a minimum of 
50 percent.  

The VOC emission rate of 2.82 lbs/hr/turbine is equivalent to the proposed VOC BACT 
limit for VOC at 2.0 ppm (at 15% O2).  

Hourly VOC Emission Limit 
Please explain how Calpine would ensure compliance with the proposed hourly VOC 
emission limit.  

Response: Compliance will be established through the use of initial and annual source 
testing for VOC, as well as the use of natural gas as the only turbine fuel. 

Maximum Permitted PM10 Emissions 
Table 3.1-3 lists the proposed maximum permitted PM10 emissions for each turbine as 
9 lbs/hour. Table 3.1A-4 (in the appendix) shows each turbine hourly PM10 emissions as 
high as 29.2 lbs/hour. Please explain the differences of the two emission limits.  

Response: Table 3.1A-4 (page 4 of 4) of the Amendment Petition indicates that the final 
permitted PM10 emission rate per turbine as 9 lbs/hr. The 29.2 lb/hr value alluded to is an 
intermediary calculated value provided by the turbine manufacturer. The final value per the 
table is 9 lbs/hr/turbine. Source test data on similar turbines indicates that the 9 lb/hr 
proposed value is both reasonable and achievable. 

PM10 Hourly Emission Limits 
Please explain how Calpine would ensure compliance with the proposed hourly PM10 
emission limit.  

Response: Compliance will be established through the use of initial and annual source 
testing for PM10, as well as the use of natural gas as the only turbine fuel. 

SOx Emission Limits 
Please explain how Calpine would ensure compliance with the proposed annual SOx 
emission limits at the proposed hours of operation. 

Response: Please see the response to Data Request 3. 
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Emission Reduction Credits 
11. Please provide option contracts and/or evidence of acquisition of ERCs for the NOx, VOC, 

SOx and PM10/PM2.5 liability of the project. 

Response: The following table summarizes the offsets surrendered by RCEC. The emission 
reduction credits presented in this table exist as federally enforceable, banked emission 
reduction credits that have been reviewed for compliance with District Regulation 2, Rule 4, 
“Emissions Banking,” and were subsequently issued as banking certificates by BAAQMD.  

TABLE DR11-1 
Emission Reduction Credits Surrendered for RCEC 

Type POC NOx
 

Valid Emission Reduction Credits 87.35a 95.25b 

Permitted Source Emission Limits 28.5 134.6 

Offsets Required per BAAQMD Calculations 28.5c 154.8d 

a From Banking Certificate #855 
b From Banking Certificate #815 
c Reflects applicable offset ratio of 1.0:1.0 pursuant to Regulation 2-2-302 
d Reflects applicable offset ratio of 1.15:1.0 pursuant to Regulation 2-2-302 with 95.25 tons of NOx and 
59.55 tons of POC. 
 
The Banking Certificates referred to in Table DR11-1 originated from the following locations 
(Table DR11-2): 

TABLE DR11-2 
Banking Certificates 
Certificate 

Number Company Location 
Original Issue 

Date 
Original 

Certification 

#855 Pacific Gas & Electric San Francisco 9/30/85 #14a 

#815 Pacific Refining Hercules 1/19/01 #558b 
a Certificate #14 (#671) was generated by the shutdown of Potrero Units 1&2 (Boilers S-3, S-4, S-5; B&W 500,000 pounds per 
hour) at the Potrero Power Plant facility. 
b Certificate #558 (#728) was generated by the closure of the Pacific Refining Company in Hercules. The credits resulted from 
the shutdown of process heaters (S-3,4,5,6,8,9,10,12,13) and a safety flare (S-76). 

 
 
Table DR11-3 shows the quantities of emission reduction credits surrendered, per certificate. 
PM10/2.5 ERCs were not required under BAAQMD rules. 

TABLE DR11-3 
Emission Reduction Credits Surrendered 

Certificate Number NOx ERCs Surrendered, Tons POC ERCs Surrendered, Tons 

#855 53.11 87.35 

#815 49.864 80.325 

POC surrendered for NOx on #815 51.825 (80.325 – 51.825 = 28.5) 

Total NOx 154.8 28.5 
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ERCs for NOx, VOC, SOx, and PM10 
12. 

13. 

If the project owner is unable to adequately respond to the Data Request above, please provide 
a status report starting February 1, 2007, and continuing monthly until the report identifies 
option contracts and/or evidence of acquisition of ERCs for the NOx, VOC, SOx, and PM10 
liability of the project. The report should be specific to each pollutant and provide new 
information and update information from previous monthly status reports as appropriate. 
The reports should include for the ERCs: 

a. contact names and telephone numbers; 

b. company or source names; 

c. pollutant credit types and amounts in lbs/day; 

d. ERC certificate numbers; 

e. the methods of emission reductions (e.g., shutdown, reduction of hours of operation, 
emission controls, etc.); 

f. the status of ERC or option negotiations; and 

g. the location of the emission reduction credits. 

Response: The project owner has been able to respond adequately to Data Request 11. 
Please see the response to Data Request 11. 

PM10 and PM2.5 ERCs 
Table 3.1-5 identifies that the project PM10/PM2.5 emissions would be limited to 
86.8 tons/yr, and Calpine has proposed to only mitigate the project PM10, PM2.5 and SOx 
emissions during the fall and winter months. Thus the proposed revised condition AQ-58 
only identifies 43.4 tons of PM10/PM2.5 liabilities (fall and winter, or half a year) to be 
mitigated. This proposed mitigation can only work if the operational profile of the source 
providing the emission reduction credits is known to emit emissions only during fall and 
winter. Therefore, early identification of the source providing offsets is needed to verify the 
source emission or operational profile. Please provide for the PM10 and PM2.5 ERCs:  

a. company or source names; 

b. pollutant credit types and amounts in lbs/day; 

c. ERC certificate numbers; 

d. the methods of emission reductions (e.g., shutdown, reduction of hours of operation, 
emission controls, etc.); 

e. the status of ERC or option negotiations; and 

f. the location of the emission reduction credits. 

g. Any pertinent information to show that the facility emits PM10/PM2.5 emissions only 
during fall and winter. 

Response 13: Facility PM10/PM2.5 emissions offsets are not required by the BAAQMD’s 
Regulation 2 Rule 2. RCEC proposes to offset PM10/PM2.5 emissions during the fall/winter 
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period in which ambient PM concentrations are above the ambient air quality standards and 
the area is in non-attainment. During the other half of the year, the region is in attainment 
for these standards, so no offsets are required. The emissions will be offset on a 1:1 basis, or 
at an interpollutant trading ratio of 3:1 (SOx:PM10). The justification for the 3:1 ratio is 
discussed in detail in Data Response 15. RCEC will work with the CEC to develop an 
acceptable mitigation plan that may include a combination of banked emission reduction 
credits (ERCs) of SOx and PM10, as well as projects that reduce PM10/PM2.5 emissions, such 
as the proposed fireplace retrofit program. If PM10/PM2.5 emission reduction credits or SOx 
credits are required, they will be generated from the recently submitted banking application 
for the Los Medanos Energy Center.  

SOx ERCs 
14. 

15. 

Similar to the Data Request above, if Russell City Energy Center SOx emissions are proposed 
to be mitigated during the fall and winter only, please provide for the SOx ERCs:  

a. company or source names; 

b. pollutant credit types and amounts in lbs/day; 

c. ERC certificate numbers; 

d. the methods of emission reductions (e.g., shutdown, reduction of hours of operation, 
emission controls, etc.); 

e. the status of ERC or option negotiations; and 

f. the location of the emission reduction credits. 

g. Any pertinent information to show that the facility emits SOx emissions only during 
fall and winter. 

Response: Please see the response to Data Request 13. 

PM10 Trading Ratio 
Please provide an analysis demonstrating that the use of the proposed 3 to 1 SOx for PM10 
trading ratio would mitigate the project's new PM10/PM2.5 emissions impacts.  

Response: RCEC’s request to use SO2 offsets in lieu of PM10 at an interpollutant trading ratio 
of 3:1 is consistent with BAAQMD Regulation 2-2-303-1. SO2 is a precursor to the formation 
of PM10/PM2.5. Not all emitted SO2 contributes to the formation of PM10/PM2.5. 
Traditionally, the BAAQMD has evaluated each proposed interpollutant trade to determine 
the ratio needed to provide a net air quality benefit as defined in BAAQMD Regulation 
2-2-224. The RCEC project has a direct impact for PM10 that is not significant, as defined in 
BAAQMD Regulation 2-2-219 and 2-2-3030.1. As a result, the proposed offsets must result in 
a net air quality benefit for the entire region as a whole and need not be from sources near 
RCEC. 

The amount of PM10 that forms as a result of SO2 emissions is determined by measuring the 
amount of sulfate in collected ground-level particulates, and the amount of SO2 known to 
have been emitted in the area. On recent BAAQMD projects, the District has determined 
that the ratio of SO2 to PM10 is 3:1 and that this ratio has a significant benefit in the area 
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directly impacted by the offsetting source and a net air quality benefit in the general area 
impacted by the proposed project.  

Recent air permit reviews before the BAAQMD and other air districts, and recent cases 
before the CEC support the use of a 3:1 SOx for PM10 interpollutant trading ratio. That is, in 
several recent siting cases, the BAAQMD has agreed to the 3:1 ratio (or less) and such a ratio 
has been reflected in the CEC’s final decisions.  

• February 2001—BAAQMD staff proposed a 3:1 SO2/PM10 inter-pollutant offset ratio 
for the Potrero Unit 7 project. District staff indicated that the 3:1 offset ratio is 
consistent with their previous actions as well as the 1992 SAI report for Contra Costa 
County. In addition, BAAQMD staff clearly indicated that the ratio should be based 
on the winter PM episode data, not annual average data. Use of the winter period 
PM10 data is also supported by data presented in the CARB Almanac-2006, 
Chapter 2, which indicates for the San Francisco Bay Area, that there is “a strong 
seasonal variation in PM, with higher PM10 and PM2.5 concentrations in the fall and 
winter months. In the winter, PM10 and PM2.5 concentrations remain elevated for 
extended periods. These higher concentrations are caused by increased activity for 
some emission sources and meteorological conditions that are conducive to the 
build-up of PM.” CARB presented data which indicates that for the Bay Area region, 
that the estimated secondary portion of PM2.5 (from SOx and NOx) is approximately 
40%, which results in an inter-pollutant offset ratio of 2.5:1. In addition, CARB 
presents values that clearly indicate that the peak PM10 and PM2.5 periods occur 
during the winter. 

• August 2002—BAAQMD staff analysis in the FDOC for the East Altamont Energy 
Center concluded that a ratio of 3:1 is sufficient to produce a net air quality benefit 
when using SO2 emissions reductions or credits to mitigate PM10 emissions increases. 

Based on the above summary, the proposed SO2/PM10 offset ratio of 3:1 is more than 
sufficient to provide a net air quality benefit. 

Cumulative Impacts Analysis 
16. Please provide the cumulative impacts analysis or identify the timeline for completion and 

submittal of the cumulative impacts analysis. 

Response: The Applicant has requested a list of other permitted but not yet operational 
sources in the vicinity of RCEC from the BAAQMD. As soon as this list is received, a 
cumulative modeling analysis will be prepared. The cumulative modeling analysis 
including the recently proposed Eastshore project will be provided by the end of 
January 2007. 
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PG&E Sulfur Data 

 



Attachment DR2-1
PG&E sulfur gas data from the Bixler sulfur analyzer

Date Total Sulfur*, PPMv Date Total Sulfur*, PPMv Date Total Sulfur*, PPMv Date Total Sulfur*, PPMv
07/01/06 4.29 08/16/06 4.19 10/01/06 4.66 11/16/06 2.78
07/02/06 4.25 08/17/06 4.22 10/02/06 4.44 11/17/06 2.81
07/03/06 4.31 08/18/06 4.04 10/03/06 4.27 11/18/06 3.33
07/04/06 4.25 08/19/06 4.48 10/04/06 4.36 11/19/06 3.34
07/05/06 4.10 08/20/06 4.68 10/05/06 4.23 11/20/06 3.49
07/06/06 4.04 08/21/06 4.66 10/06/06 4.10 11/21/06 3.56
07/07/06 4.20 08/22/06 4.60 10/07/06 4.19 11/22/06 3.24
07/08/06 4.26 08/23/06 4.44 10/08/06 4.13 11/23/06 3.31
07/09/06 4.39 08/24/06 4.38 10/09/06 4.13 11/24/06 3.46
07/10/06 4.27 08/25/06 4.21 10/10/06 3.69 11/25/06 3.23
07/11/06 4.29 08/26/06 4.52 10/11/06 3.44 11/26/06 3.24
07/12/06 4.91 08/27/06 4.52 10/12/06 3.86 11/27/06 3.54
07/13/06 4.04 08/28/06 4.37 10/13/06 4.12 11/28/06 3.23
07/14/06 3.69 08/29/06 4.35 10/14/06 3.86 11/29/06 3.42
07/15/06 4.37 08/30/06 4.34 10/15/06 4.00 11/30/06 3.56
07/16/06 4.35 08/31/06 4.01 10/16/06 3.99 12/01/06 3.20
07/17/06 3.29 09/01/06 4.27 10/17/06 3.92 12/02/06 3.05
07/18/06 3.43 09/02/06 4.23 10/18/06 4.30 12/03/06 3.49
07/19/06 3.33 09/03/06 4.21 10/19/06 4.03 12/04/06 3.50
07/20/06 3.25 09/04/06 4.38 10/20/06 3.96 12/05/06 3.12
07/21/06 3.24 09/05/06 4.56 10/21/06 4.21 12/06/06 3.07
07/22/06 3.18 09/06/06 4.38 10/22/06 4.29 12/07/06 3.41
07/23/06 3.21 09/07/06 4.32 10/23/06 4.05 12/08/06 3.38
07/24/06 3.37 09/08/06 4.42 10/24/06 2.77 12/09/06 3.26
07/25/06 3.64 09/09/06 4.34 10/25/06 3.16 12/10/06 3.42
07/26/06 3.25 09/10/06 4.48 10/26/06 3.49 12/11/06 3.45
07/27/06 3.32 09/11/06 4.41 10/27/06 3.38 12/12/06 3.55
07/28/06 3.62 09/12/06 4.37 10/28/06 3.44 12/13/06 3.59
07/29/06 4.40 09/13/06 4.23 10/29/06 3.99 12/14/06 3.32
07/30/06 4.29 09/14/06 4.25 10/30/06 4.27 12/15/06 3.81
07/31/06 3.97 09/15/06 4.23 10/31/06 4.09 12/16/06 3.56
08/01/06 3.68 09/16/06 4.17 11/01/06 3.41 12/17/06 3.50
08/02/06 4.03 09/17/06 4.21 11/02/06 3.70 12/18/06 3.38
08/03/06 3.99 09/18/06 4.18 11/03/06 3.46 12/19/06 3.45
08/04/06 4.19 09/19/06 4.13 11/04/06 3.32 12/20/06 3.42
08/05/06 4.11 09/20/06 4.05 11/05/06 3.40 12/21/06 3.32
08/06/06 4.08 09/21/06 4.28 11/06/06 3.63 12/22/06 3.36
08/07/06 3.95 09/22/06 4.35 11/07/06 3.68 12/23/06 3.51
08/08/06 3.97 09/23/06 4.30 11/08/06 3.64 12/24/06 3.45
08/09/06 3.62 09/24/06 4.59 11/09/06 3.44 12/25/06 3.28
08/10/06 3.42 09/25/06 4.56 11/10/06 3.43 12/26/06 3.42
08/11/06 4.12 09/26/06 4.81 11/11/06 3.40 12/27/06 3.28
08/12/06 4.36 09/27/06 4.17 11/12/06 3.41 12/28/06 3.46
08/13/06 4.09 09/28/06 4.39 11/13/06 3.34 12/29/06 3.37
08/14/06 4.08 09/29/06 4.54 11/14/06 2.89
08/15/06 4.01 09/30/06 4.96 11/15/06 2.85

* Total Sulfur includes injected odorant, H2S, and other naturally occuring odorants.  This figure does not include COS.



Biology 
Data Responses 17-20 



Biology (17-20) 

Biological Surveys along Transmission Lines 
17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

Please provide the results of biological resource surveys conducted along the two alternative 
transmission line routes that are comparable in scope to the surveys done for the project site. 
If the surveys have not been completed, please provide a schedule of when they will be 
completed and submit the survey results to the CEC. 

Response: Biological surveys recently conducted to further characterize the biological 
habitats along the two alternate transmission lines and the Eastshore Substation are 
described in Attachment DR17-1.  

Biological Surveys at Substation 
Please provide the results of biological resource surveys conducted at the Eastshore 
Substation that are comparable in scope to the surveys done for the project site. If the surveys 
have not been completed, please provide a schedule of when they will be completed and submit 
the survey results to the CEC. 

Response: Biological surveys recently conducted to further characterize the biological 
habitats within the Eastshore Substation are described in Attachment DR17-1.  

Aerial Photo of Substation 
Please provide an aerial photograph or illustration of the Eastshore Substation at a scale of 1” 
equals 75’ or larger that shows all existing transmission lines entering the substation as well 
as the lines proposed for the RCEC. On the photograph or illustration, please identify the 
current land uses and any wildlife habitat, including ruderal areas, immediately adjacent to 
the Eastshore Substation. 

Response: Figure DR17-1 is map of the Eastshore Substation on an aerial photographic base 
that shows all of the existing transmission lines entering the substation, the line proposed 
for the RCEC, and the current land uses and wildlife habitat areas surrounding the 
Eastshore Substation. This figure is also included in Attachment DR17-1.  

Biological Assessments for Reconductoring Projects 
Please provide the Biological Resource assessments prepared for the two reconductoring 
projects (Eastshore to San Mateo and Eastshore to Dumbarton) related to transmission 
system improvements. 

Response: Attachment DR20-1 is a Biological Assessment of the Eastshore to Dumbarton 
Reconductoring that was prepared on behalf of the RCEC. The Amendment Petition, in 
Section 2.3.3.2, describes the Eastshore to Dumbarton reconductoring and discusses the 
biological assessment that PG&E has conducted in conjunction with the engineering 
assessment. This assessment determined that PG&E would be able to avoid impacting 
wetlands and sensitive species by helicopter construction of most of the reconductoring 
project. This assessment was based both on the Biological Assessment found in 
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Attachment DR20-1 and on the independent field assessments of the PG&E biologists. The 
PG&E design and assessment have not changed since the Amendment Petition was filed.  

Biological resources impacts assessments were prepared as part of the Environmental 
Assessment prepared for the Eastshore to San Mateo reconductoring in May of 2002, and 
PG&E plans to rely on that document (Attachment DR20-2). PG&E biologists, however, 
have conducted an assessment of one minor modification to PG&E’s reconductoring plan, 
which involves moving the pull and tensioning site at the west end of the Hayward-San 
Mateo Bridge. This is summarized in Amendment Petition Section 2.3.3.1. The PG&E design 
and assessment have not changed since the Amendment Petition was filed. 
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T E C H N I C A L  M E M O R A N D U M    
 

Russell City Energy Center - Eastshore Substation and 
Transmission Line Route Biological Resource Surveys 
PREPARED FOR: Doug Davy/CH2M HILL  

PREPARED BY: Russell Huddleston/CH2M HILL  

COPIES: Mike Hatfield/Calpine 

DATE: January 11, 2007 

 

Introduction 
Calpine Corporation was granted a California Energy Commission Certificate for the 
construction of the Russell City Energy Center, a 600 MW power generation facility in 
Hayward, Alameda County, in September of 2002. The City of Hayward has recently made 
available a new site that is located on City property that has siting and permitting 
advantages, compared with the original site. The new site is partly located within the City’s 
Water Pollution Control Facility. This memorandum presents the results of a biological 
survey and habitat characterization of the Pacific Gas and Electric Eastshore Substation and 
the proposed transmission line alternatives. 

Methods 
An initial investigation of the Eastshore Substation was conducted by Russell Huddleston a 
CH2M HILL biologist on May 24, 2006. The site was inaccessible at the time and general 
habitat descriptions and species composition was determined based on observations made 
along the perimeter fence line. Pedestrian surveys of the site were conducted by Russell 
Huddleston on January 10, 2007 in response to California Energy Commission Staff Data 
Request #18. Surveys of the proposed and alternate transmission line routes were also 
conducted by Russell Huddleston on January 10, 2007. The purpose of the surveys was to 
characterize the habitat, document wildlife sprtecies present, identify potential sensitive 
habitats, and describe the surrounding land use. Representative photographs are provided 
in Attachment A. 

Results 
Eastshore Substation 
Natural habitat surrounding the Eastshore Substation is characterized by non-native annual 
grassland. Dominant species include rip-gut brome (Bromus diandrus), wild oat (Avena fatua), 
Italian ryegrass (Lolium multiflorum) and annual fescue (Vulpia sp.). Common ruderal forbs 
include mustard (Brassica sp.), wild radish (Raphanus sativa), Italian thistle (Carduus 
pycnocephalus), bristly ox-tongue (Picris echioides) and cut-leaf geranium (Geranium 
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dissectum). Native species such as slender tarweed (Madia gracillis), saltgrass (Distichlis 
spicata) and alkali heath (Frankenia sp.) are present in a few areas, but are generally sparse 
throughout the site. During the June 8, 2006 site visit the majority of the grassland habitat 
surrounding the sub-station had been disked, presumably for fire prevention.  

A large seasonal wetland area was identified on the south side of the substation. This area is 
characterized by a well defined topographic depression with a distinct change in plant the 
community from the adjacent annual grassland. Vegetation in this area appears to be 
comprised of hydrophytic species including rabbitfoot grass (Polypogon monspeliensis), brass 
buttons (Cotula coronopifolia) and pickle grass (Crypsis sp.). On January 10, 2007 the soil in 
this area was moist, but no surface inundation was noted; likely due to the below-average 
rainfall to date. The location of the seasonal wetland area is shown on Figure DR17-1 
(submitted separately within this Data Request Response package, also in response to CEC 
Staff Data Request #17). A small gravel area and overgrown roadway are located in the 
southwest corner of the substation. Several soil piles with dense mustard are also located 
immediately east of the substation.  

The former Pacific Gas and Electric substation on the west side of the site is characterized by 
coyote brush (Baccharis pilularis), slender tarweed, and annual grasses and ruderal forbs 
similar to those observed elsewhere on site. The area to the west is characterized by 
landscaped trees and shrubs such as eucalyptus (Eucalyptus globulus), peppertree (Schinus 
terebinthifolia), ngaio tree (Myoporum laetum) and toyon (Heteromeles arbutifolia). Understory 
vegetation includes similar annual grassland species to those observed elsewhere as well as 
small patches of Himalayan blackberry (Rubus discolor). 

Wildlife species observed around the substation included several western meadowlarks 
(Sturnella neglecta), American Crows (Corvus brachyrhynchos) and Mourning Doves (Zenaida 
macroura). Two Fox sparrows (Passerella iliaca) were also observed. The only mammal 
species was a single black tailed jackrabbit (Lepus californicus).   

The substation and annual grassland habitat are entirely surrounded by urban development 
comprised of office buildings, warehouses and light industrial facilities with landscaped 
vegetation along streets, buildings and parking lots. Salt evaporation ponds are located 
approximately 700 feet south of the substation and pickleweed marsh is located 
approximately 3,700 feet to the west on the north side of Highway 92. 

Transmission Line 
With the exception of the annual grassland habitat surrounding the Eastshore Substation 
described above, the proposed transmission line route would be located entirely within 
urban, industrial, and landscaped areas. No sensitive habitats or wildlife species were 
observed along the proposed route. The alternate route would be located between the 
existing waste water treatment facility and other industrial land use areas such as 
equipment storage yards and auto salvage businesses. The parcel immediately east of the 
existing water treatment plant is currently under development as part of the water 
treatment plant expansion.  
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Eastshore Substation – looking north from Arden Road - Annual grassland habitat, 
predominantly rip-gut brome and wild mustard; May 24, 2006 

 

Eastshore Substation – looking east along the south side of the substation; disked annual 
grassland and seasonal wetland; June 8, 2006. 
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Eastshore Substation – looking southeast at the seasonal wetland located south of the 
substation; rabbitfoot grass and brass buttons around the perimeter; June 8, 2006 

 

Former Eastshore Substation – looking southwest; coyote brush, slender tarweed and 
annual grasses; January 10, 2007 
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West of the Eastshore Substation – wooded landscaped area; eucalyptus, pepper tree 
and ngaio tree with annual grassland understory; January 10,  2007 

 

Proposed Transmission Line Route – looking north at landscaped area immediately south 
of Highway 92; Italian ryegrass, ice plant, ngaio tree and cypress; January 10, 2007 
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Proposed Transmission Line Route –landscaped parking area and adjacent 
office/industrial buildings north of Breakwater Ave; January 10, 2007 

 

Proposed Transmission Line Route – Industrial area south of Enterprise Ave; January 10, 
2007 
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Proposed Transmission Line Route –Expansion site for the water treatment facility north 
of Enterprise Ave; January 10, 2007 

 
Alternate Transmission Line Route - looking west, route is located between the existing 

water treatment facility and industrial/auto salvage areas; January 10, 2007 
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Biological Resources of the Eastshore to Dumbarton 
115 kV Transmission Line 
PREPARED FOR: Doug Davy/CH2M HILL 

PREPARED BY: Russell Huddleston/CH2M HILL 

COPIES: Mike Hatfield/Calpine 

DATE: June 13, 2006 

 

Introduction 
Pacific Gas & Electric Company (PG&E) proposes to reconductor approximately 6.7 miles of 
115 kV electric transmission line between the Eastshore and Dumbarton substations in 
western Alameda County, California. The reconductoring would be necessary to reinforce 
the local transmission system to accommodate power generated at the proposed Russell 
City Energy Center. 

Field surveys were completed to identify significant biological resources along the 
alignment and to evaluate access and develop appropriate avoidance or mitigation 
measures for sensitive habitats and special-status species. This memorandum documents 
the results of the biological resources evaluation and field survey. 

Project Location 
The project includes approximately 6.7 miles of 115 kV transmission line between the 
Eastshore Substation, located between Investment Boulevard, Arden Road, and Corporate 
Avenue in Hayward, and the Dumbarton Substation at the intersection of Commerce Drive 
and Tupelo Street in Fremont (Figure 1). The line is supported on steel lattice towers and 
crosses an industrial park, salt evaporation ponds, a wastewater treatment plant, open 
space, agricultural fields, and a public park. 

Environmental Setting 
Regionally, the project is located within the California Central Coast Ecological Region, 
which encompasses the mountains, hills, and coastal plains around the San Fransisco Bay 
where the climate is significantly modified by marine influence from the Pacific Ocean. 
Locally the project is found in the Bay Flats ecological subsection which includes the coastal 
plains along the southern end of the San Francisco Bay. This subsection occurs on 
Quaternary alluvial sediments of the bay margins, comprised primarily of silt and clay. The 
project area is nearly level, with elevations typically less than 10 feet above sea level. 
Average annual precipitation ranges between 12 and 15 inches with averages temperatures 
58° to 60° F. In general, the western part of the subsection is comprised of natural 
saltmarshes and salt evaporation ponds, and the eastern part consists of developed urban 
and industrial areas, including the Cities of Hayward, Union City and Fremont. Eight 
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general habitat types were identified in the project area. General descriptions of these areas 
are provided in the following sections. 

Pickleweed Marsh  
Pickleweed marsh is characterized by dense cover of pickleweed (Salicornia virginica) and 
other salt tolerant species such as saltgrass (Distichilis spicata), alkali heath (Frankenia salina, 
arrow-grass (Triglochin maritima), annual beard grass (Polypogon monsplenisis) and perennial 
ryegrass (Lolium perenne). Pickelweed marsh typically occurs along the more sheltered, 
inland margins of the bay in areas that are subject to regular or periodic inundation. 

Brackish Marsh 
Brackish marsh habitat is dominated by perennial emergent species such as cattails (Typha 
spp.), hardstem bull rush (Schenoplectis acutus), California bulrush (S. californicus), Common 
three-square (S. americanus), saltmarsh bulrush (S. maritimus), and flatsedge (Cyperus 
erqagrostis). Brackish marsh occurs where fresh water mixes with salt water. The salinity of 
brackish marshes may be highly variable as a result of tidal influences. Within the project 
area, brackish marsh habitat primarily occurs along the edges of Alameda Creek, Coyote 
Hills Slough, and in the demonstration urban storm water treatment wetlands in the north 
east corner of the Coyote Hills Regional Park. 

Salt Evaporation Ponds 
Numerous salt evaporation ponds have been constructed around the San Francisco Bay in 
areas that historically supported pickleweed marsh and/or brackish marsh habitats. Active 
salt evaporation ponds generally lack vegetation, but sparse marsh species may occur 
around the edges of some ponds or scattered within inactive pond areas. The hydrology in 
these areas is actively managed to move water from one pond to the next, increasingly 
concentrating the salt content to the point at which the water can be drained and salt 
harvested. 

Grassland/Ruderal 
Grassland ruderal habitat is characterized largely by non-native grasses and weedy forbs 
such as wild oats (Avena fatua), rip-gut brome (Bromus diandrus), mustard (Brassica spp.), 
wild radish (Raphanus sativa), Italian thistle (Carduus pycnocephalus), bristly ox-tongue (Picris 
echioides) and fennel (Foeniculum vulgare). This habitat is found along roadsides, on levees, 
hill slopes, upland areas adjacent to marsh habitats, and open spaces. Quack grass (Elytrigia 
repens), a non-native perennial bunchgrass, has been widely introduced in sections of the 
Coyote Hills Regional Park in an effort to enhance wildlife habitat.  

Agricultural 
Agricultural habitat in the project area includes irrigated pastures, hay/alfalfa fields, and 
dry land wheat fields. Within the project area, the irrigated pasture is located in what 
appears to have historically been pickleweed marsh and is largely characterized by annual 
beard grass. At the time of the survey, the hay field had been recently harvested and the 
wheat field had been recently disked. 
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Parkland 
Parkland habitats are landscaped and maintained areas adjacent to or within the urban 
areas. These areas are typically characterized by lawns and/or landscaped tress and shrubs. 
Recreational amenities such as ball fields, tennis courts, playgrounds, and bike trails are 
often associated with these areas. The Eastshore to Dumbarton transmission line passes 
along one edge of Coyote Hills Regional Park and crosses through Karl Nordvik Park in 
Fremont. 

Urban/Industrial 
Urban and industrial areas include developed, paved areas such as the Atlas Van Lines 
warehouse facility and the Union Sanitary District waste water treatment facility. The line 
also passes between industrial areas where it runs through a narrow parkland walkway 
southwest of Karl Nordvik Park in Fremont. 

Methods 
Evaluation of biological resources included a database search for special-status species that 
are either known to occur, or have the potential to occur in the project area. For the purposes 
of this evaluation, a special status-species is defined as (1) any federal- or state-listed 
threatened or endangered species, (2) any federal or state species that are proposed or 
candidates for listings as threatened or endangered, (3) any federal or state species of 
concern, (4) any state of California fully-protected or rare species, (5) any plant species 
considered rare, threatened or endangered by the California Native Plant Society. Special-
status species that are known to occur in either the Newark or Hayward United State 
Geologic Survey (USGS) 7.5-minute topographic quadrangles were determined based on 
lists provided by the United States Fish and Wildlife Service and from the California 
Department of Fish and Game Natural Diversity Data Base (Rarefind V. 3.0.5). The results of 
the data base search are presented in Appendix A, Table A-1. Known locations of special-
status species in a 5-mile radius of the project are shown in Figure 2.  

A field reconnaissance of the tower locations and access routes was conducted by 
CH2M HILL biologist Russell Huddleston on May 24 and June 5, 2006. The purpose of the 
surveys was to identify sensitive habitat areas and evaluate access to the tower locations for 
the reconductoring project and to recommend methods for avoiding sensitive species and 
habitats to PG&E. Representative photos of the towers are included in Attachment B. Due to 
limited access, none of the towers within the Cargill Salt Ponds of north of Alameda Creek 
were included in the field survey, but this area is included in the biological evaluation. 

Results and Recommendations 
The following sections describe the habitats, biological resources and access issues 
associated with each tower or group of towers. Additional general mitigation measures and 
are discussed at the end of this section. The tower numbers are indicated in Figure 2. The 
tower numbers start at the Eastshore Substation (north end) and end at the Dumbarton 
Substation. The first part of the tower number is the mile from Eastshore. The second 
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number is the sequential tower number from Eastshore. For example, tower 5/40 is tower 
number 40, in the fifth mile from the Eastshore Substation. 

Towers 0/1 and 0/2 
Towers 0/1 and 0/2 are located in the outer perimeter fenced area of the Eastshore 
Substation. They are outside of the fence that encloses the substation equipment, but inside 
of the fence that separates the substation area from surrounding streets and businesses. This 
outer substation area is an open field. The fenceline of the abandoned former Eastshore 
Substation (all substation equipment has been removed) is located in the western portion of 
this property. The habitat in this area is predominantly annual grasses and mustard. The 
majority of the area had been disked at the time of the survey. A seasonal wetland is present 
on the south side of the substation, just west of tower 0/1 and this area had not been disked. 
This large, shallow basin has sparse vegetative cover comprised of non-native species such 
as brass buttons (Cotula coronopifolia) and annual beard grass, but much of it is unvegetated 
mudflat. This seasonal wetland area may provide suitable habitat for federally listed vernal 
pool invertebrates and should be avoided during the reconductoring activities in this area. 
A burrowing owl (Athene cunicularia) was seen several years ago at the substation, however 
was not seen during this survey.No other significant biological resources or access 
constrains were noted in this area. 

Tower 0/3 
Tower 0/3 is located in the Atlas Van Lines parking and loading area immediately south of 
the Eastshore Substation. A small unpaved area at the base of the tower supports weedy, 
non native plants such as mustard, bristly ox-tongue, wild oat, annual beard grass, and sour 
clover (Melilotus indica). There are no access constraints or biological issues associated with 
this tower location.  

Towers 0/4 through 2/18 
Towers 0/4 to 2/18 are all located within Cargill salt evaporation ponds north of Alameda 
Creek. Due to limited access, surveys were not conducted at each tower in this area. From 
aerial photographs, it is apparent that the tower bases are installed in the salt evaporation 
ponds. Within the salt ponds, natural vegetation is sparse or absent in most areas, although 
the ponds support a variety of fish and wildlife species. Fish such as topsmelt, goby, killifish 
and perch occur in the low to moderately salty ponds, but are absent from ponds with high 
salt content which typically support only brine shrimp. These fish and invertebrates provide 
foraging habitat for a variety of shore birds and migratory water fowl, including several 
sensitive species.  

Special-status species such as the California least tern, black skimmer, and western snowy 
plover forage in the salt ponds and may nest on the open sandy dikes and roadways 
between the ponds. Preconstruction surveys should be completed prior to work activity 
during the nesting season and appropriate avoidance measures should be implemented to 
prevent abandonment or clutch failure if nests are found in the project vicinity. 

The salt marsh harvest mouse has been observed in the pickleweed habitat associated with 
private hunting clubs east of the alignment, but suitable habitat is not found for this species 
in the salt evaporation ponds due to the lack of vegetation and managed flooding regimes. 
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In addition to the potential sensitive resources associated with this area, access to the towers 
is limited when ponds are flooded or saturated. Vehicle and equipment access to these 
towers would need to be scheduled to coincide with Cargill’s salt collection operations.  

Tower 2/19 
Tower 2/19 is located near the levee road along the south bank of Alameda Creek just west 
of the Union Sanitation District’s Alvarado Pump Station. Vegetation at the base of the 
tower consists largely of ruderal species such as wild oat, mustard, and bristly ox-tongue, 
along with a few large shrubs on the north side of the tower. Gravel access roads are present 
on both the north and west side of the tower. 

Brackish marsh habitat is present about 200 feet north of the tower throughout the Alameda 
Creek channel. This area may provide suitable habitat for special-status species such as the 
California clapper rail and the salt marsh common yellowthroat and should be avoided 
during work activities in this area. 

Towers 2/20 and 2/21 
Towers 20 and 21 are both located within the developed areas of the Union Sanitation 
District’s waste water treatment facility. There are no biological constraints associated with 
either of these towers. 

Towers 3/22 though 3/24 
Towers 3/22 to 3/24 are located within high quality pickleweed marsh where both the salt 
marsh harvest mouse and the saltmarsh common yellowthroat have been observed. Gravel 
access roads are present around the perimeter and through the center of the marsh, but none 
of the towers are accessible from these existing roads. Vehicle access in this area would 
result in temporary habitat impacts and would likely require more involved agency 
corrdination and permitting requirements as well as site-specific avoidance and mitigation 
measures such as exclusion fencing, trapping/relocation and habitat restoration. Helicopter 
construction is recommended 

Towers 3/25 and 3/26 
Towers 25 and 26 are located within an upland ruderal habitat with brackish marsh and 
open water along the north and east sides of the towers. The area west of the towers is 
characterized by ruderal species such as quack grass, poison hemlock, mustard, perennial 
ryegrass, curly dock and Italian thistle.  

The access road to these tower locations has not been maintained and is currently 
overgrown with quack grass, perennial ryegrass and wild oat. Vehicle access to these towers 
would require upland vegetation clearing (e.g. mowing) and minor access road 
maintenance. Assuming vehicle access would be limited to the existing access road and the 
ruderal upland areas impacts to wetlands can be avoided at these tower locations. 

The adjacent marsh and open water provides suitable habitat for sensitive species such as 
the California clapper rail and salt marsh common yellowthroat. Predisturbance surveys 
should be conducted prior to any vegetation clearing and/or roadway maintenance as well 
as for any activities during the breeding season of these species.  
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Towers 3/27 and 3/28 
Towers 3/27 and 3/28 are located in ruderal grassland habitats with existing access roads 
immediately adjacent to the towers. No wetlands or aquatic resources are present in the 
vicinity of tower 3/27 but pickleweed marsh occurs south of Tower 3/28. Sufficient work 
area appears to be present in these areas avoid impacts to wetlands and other biological 
resources at both of these locations. 

Towers 4/29 and 4/30 
Towers 4/29 and 4/30 are located in pickleweed marsh habitat where the salt marsh harvest 
mouse is know to occur. The pickleweed marsh in this area is comprised of a mosaic of 
dense pickleweed and slightly elevated areas characterized by perennial ryegrass and alkali 
heath. A few upland ruderal species such as mustard and wild oat are present along 
constructed berms. There are no existing access roads to these towers and any vehicle access 
in this area would result in temporal habitat loss and require more involved agency 
consulation and permitting requirements as well as implementation of avoidance and 
mitigation measures. Helicopter construction is recommended for this area so that these 
habitats can be avoided. 

Tower 4/31 
Tower 4/31 is located at the northern end of an irrigated pasture that appears to have 
previously been a more natural pickleweed marsh. The hydrology and natural vegetation in 
this area appear to have been historically altered due to agricultural conversion, but the area 
has not been recently cultivated and is currently used for cattle grazing. Existing vegetation 
around the tower includes a mixture of pickleweed and annual beard grass. Relatively 
undisturbed pickleweed habitat is present to the north and west of this tower where the salt 
marsh harvest mouse is known to occur.  

The existing access road terminates approximately 400 feet south of the tower. Vehicle 
access would need to occur at a time when soils are dry and may require addiditonal agency 
consultation and permiting, as well as avoidance and mitigation measures. Helicopter 
construction is recommended for this area so that these habitats can be avoided. 

Towers 4/32 to 4/34 
Towers 4/32 to 4/34 are all located within agricultural/ruderal areas and are generally all 
accessible by existing roads or throught actively cultivated fields. Tower 4/32 is within an 
irrigated, grazed pasture dominated by annual beard grass with an existing access road 
approximately 50 feet east of the tower. Tower 4/33 is located in a hay/alfalfa field and 
tower 4/34 is located approximately 60 feet south of an access road in a weedy upland area 
characterized by poison hemlock, Italian thistle, and coyote brush (Baccharis pilularis). No 
significant biological constraints were identified at any of these tower locations. 

Tower 4/35  
Tower 4/35 is located on the south side of Coyote Hills Slough near the access road to the 
Coyote Hills Regional Park demonstration urban storm water wetland. Vegetation 
surrounding the tower base is comprised predominantly of quack grass and bristly ox-
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tongue. Brackish marsh habitat is present in the drainage south of the tower and the 
treatment wetland to the southwest. 

The brackish marsh habitat associated with Coyote Hills Slough, the treatment wetland and 
the small drainage to the south all provide suitable habitat for several special-status species 
including the California clapper rail, salt marsh common yellowthroat, saltmarsh harvest 
mouse, northern harrier and white-tailed kite.  

Vehicle access to this tower may require minimal vegetation clearing (e.g. mowing) of quack 
grass and ruderal species, but wetland areas and other sensitive habitats can be avoided. 
Work activities would require implementation of best management practices to avoid 
adverse impacts to wetlands and water quality. Given the proximity to sensitive habitats 
and potential for special-status species to occur in the vicinity of this tower preconstruction 
surveys and a biological monitor on site during work activities are also recommended. 

Tower 5/36 
Tower 5/36 is located within the Coyote Hills Regional Park east of the treatment wetland. 
Dense vegetation consisting of quack grass and poison oak (Toxicodendron diversilobum) is 
present at the base of the tower. An existing access road is located approximately 30 feet 
west of the tower. Minimal vegetation clearing (mowing) of quack grass and poison oak 
may be required for vehicle access to this location. Impacts to wetlands or other sensitive 
habitat areas can be avoided. Given the proximity to sensitive habitats and potential for 
special-status species to occur in the vicinity of this tower preconstruction surveys and a 
biological monitor on site during work activities are recommended. 

Tower 5/37 
Tower 5/37 is located on the eastern edge of Coyote Hills Regional Park in an area of dense 
quack grass. There is no existing access road to this tower; however, access may be possible 
from the wheat field approximately 30 feet east of the tower. Vehicle access to this location 
would require temporary removal of a section of a 3-strand barb-wire fence and may 
involve minimal clearing (mowing) of quack grass. No significant biological constraints 
were noted in this area, but given the proximity to sensitive resources preconstructions 
survceys are recommended prior to any vegetation clearing in this area. 

Towers 5/38 through 5/40  
Towers 5/38 to 5/40 are all located within a cultivated wheat field that was disked at the 
time of the survey. While there are no existing access roads to Towers 5/38 and 5/59, 
vehicle access is possible through the field. There is an existing access road on the south side 
of tower 5/40. The only significant biological resource associated with these towers is a 
drainage channel supporting brackish marsh habitat on the south side of tower 5/40. All 
activities in this area can be accomplished from the existing access road and from within the 
field and impacts to this wetland area can be avoided. 

Towers 6/41 through 6/45 
Towers 6/41 to 6/45 are located within parkland habitat comprised of an open space 
parkway with a paved trail and an urban park. Vehicle access to these locations may be 
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possible by the paved (approximately 12-foot wide) trail and across the mowed grass of the 
park. No significant biological resources were identified at these tower locations. 

Tower 6/46 
Tower 6/46 is located in a ruderal/grassland area south of the Dumbarton substation. 
Scattered trees and shrubs are present in the vicinity of the towers. At the time of the survey 
the grassland area had recently been mowed. Vehicle access is possible to these towers with 
minimal vegetation disturbance other than mowing. 

A seasonal wetland is present just outside the southwest corner of the Dumbarton 
substation and is spanned by the conductors. No work activities would occur in or 
immediately adjacent to the wetland area. No other significant biological resources were 
identified in this area. 

General Mitigation Measures 
PG&E has indicated that it intends to use helicopter-assisted construction for the 
reconductoring project as much as possible and that, in this way, PG&E will avoid impacts 
to wetlands or sensitive species that may be located near the tower bases. Due to the 
potential for special-status species to occur in several areas along the project, the following 
general mitigation measures are recommended to minimize adverse affects to both habitat 
and species during construction. 

• Where project activities will occur within or in close proximity to California clapper rail 
habitat, PG&E will avoid working during the species’ breeding season which is 
February 1 to August 31. 

• In other sensitive habitats including salt evaporation ponds, preconstruction surveys 
should be completed by a qualified biologist to determine if any active nests or sensitive 
species are present that may be affected by the project. Seasonal restrictions, limited 
work periods, monitoring and other mitigation measures may be required if active nest 
are identified. 

• Provide worker environmental awareness training to field crews. Training should 
include a discussion of the special-status species and sensitive habitats in the project 
area and clearly defined avoidance and mitigation measures. 

• A biological monitor should be on site when work occurs on the ground in or 
immediately adjacent to any sensitive habitats. 

• Implement best management practices to prevent erosion and other impacts to water 
quality. Such practices may include working when soils are dry, installation of silt 
fences, and/or the use of straw wattles when working adjacent to wetland areas. 
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TABLE A-1. 
Special-status known to occur or potentially occurring in the project area. 

Species Status Habitat  Potential to Occur in Project Area 

Invertebrates 

Lum’s micro-blind harvestman 
Microcina lumi 

None Serpentine grasslands in coastal foothills No No suitable habitat in project area 

Monarch butterfly 
Danaus plexippus 

None Winter roost sites located in well protected 
tree groves near water and nectar sources 

Yes Limited suitable habitat towards south end of the project; 
mostly near Dumbarton substation 

Vernal pool fairy shrimp 
Branchinecta lynchi 

FT Vernal pools and other freshwater seasonal 
wetlands 

Yes Limited potential to occur in the project area; seasonal 
wetlands present around both the Eastshore and 
Dumbarton Substations. 

Vernal pool tadpole shrimp 
Lepidurus packardi 

FE Vernal pools and other freshwater seasonal 
wetlands 

Yes Limited potential to occur in the project area; seasonal 
wetlands present around both the Eastshore and 
Dumbarton Substations. 

Fish (Non-Salmonid) 

Delta smelt 
Hypomesus transpacificus 

FT Sacramento and San Joaquin Delta; most 
often in water with salinity less than 2 PPT 

No  Species is not reported from Alameda County although 
potentially could occur in Alameda Creek and Coyote Hills 
Slough 

Amphibians 

California red-legged frog 
Rana aurora draytonii 

FT Found in areas with either permanent or 
long ;lasting ponding with patches of dense 
shrubby or emergent vegetation 

Yes Wetland area at Coyote Hills Regional Park may provide 
suitable habitat. 

California tiger salamander 
(Ambystoma californiense) 

FT Vernal pools and other freshwater seasonal 
wetlands required for breeding; adults 
require underground refuges such as 
ground squirrel burrows 

Yes Very limited potential to occur due to lack of suitable 
breeding habitat; few seasonal wetlands present near 
substations only. This species has not been reported in 
the vicinity of the project area. 

Reptiles 

Alameda whipsnake 
Masticophis lateralis 
euryxanthus 

FT Found on south facing slopes within the 
coastal foothills in mixed tree, shrub and 
grassland habitat 

No No suitable habitat in the project area 
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TABLE A-1. 
Special-status known to occur or potentially occurring in the project area. 

Species Status Habitat  Potential to Occur in Project Area 

Birds 

Bald Eagle 
Haliaeetus leucocephalus 

FT 
CE 

Nest in large trees with open branches near 
lakes, reservoirs or large rivers 

No One nest location reported for Alameda County on the 
west side of Del Valle Reservoir. No suitable nesting 
habitat in the project vicinity. 

California Brown pelican 
Pelecanus occidentalis 
californicus 

FE 
CE 

Nest sites located on coastal islands No  No nest locations reported in the project vicinity – salt 
evaporation ponds may provide foraging habitat 

California clapper rail 
Rallus longirostris obsoletus 

FE Saltwater and brackish marshes Yes Suitable habitat present in the project area; known to 
occur in the brackish marsh habitat along Alameda Creek 
and other marsh habitats in the vicinity. 

Northern Harrier 
Circus cyaneus 

CFP Ground nesting species – nest located in 
salt marshes, brackish and fresh water 
marshes. Forages in wetlands, wet 
meadows, fields and grasslands 

Yes Suitable nesting and foraging habitat occurs throughout 
the project area. Known to nest in the wetlands at the 
Coyote Hills Regional Park 

Saltmarsh common 
yellowthroat 
Geothlypis trichas sinuosa 

CSC Densely vegetated marshes with continuous 
cover down to water for foraging 

Yes Several known occurrences in both pickelweed and 
brackish marshes along the alignment as well as along 
Alameda Creek and Coyote Hills Slough. 

Sharp-shinned hawk 
Accipter striatus 

CSC Prefers to nest riparian trees or near water; 
plucking perches on south facing slopes 
important habitat component 

No No suitable habitat within project area. 

Tri-color blackbird 
Agelaius tricolor 

CSC Nest typically found in dense emergent 
vegetation, willows or shrubs near open 
water 

Yes Known to nest in wetland area in Coyote Hills Regional 
Park 

Western snowy plover 
Charadrius alexandrinus 
nivosus 

FT Open sandy beaches or gravelly/ friable 
soils along large alkali lakes or salt 
evaporation ponds 

Yes Two historic nest observations (1971 and 1975) reported 
from this area. No recent nest observations reported in 
the database; however, salt pond dikes may provide 
suitable nesting habitat for this species.  

White-tailed kite 
Elanus leucurus 

CFP Nest located in trees near foraging habitats, 
wetlands, wet meadows, grasslands, fields 
and pastures 

Yes Nest location have been reported within one mile of the 
alignment , including within the Coyote Hills Regional 
Park. 

Yellow warbler 
Dendroica petechia brewsteri 

CSC Nests in riparian woodlands and forests No No suitable nesting habitat in the project area 
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TABLE A-1. 
Special-status known to occur or potentially occurring in the project area. 

Species Status Habitat  Potential to Occur in Project Area 

Mammals 

Saltmarsh harvest mouse 
Reithrodontomys raviventris 

FE Saltmarsh habitats dominated by 
pickleweed 

Yes Several known occurrences in the project vicinity; suitable 
habitat is present around some of the tower locations 

Saltmarsh wandering shrew 
Sorex vagrans halicoetes 

CSC Tidally influenced saltmarsh habitats with 
abundant driftwood scattered throughout 

No Pickleweed habitat present in the project area, but all 
known occurrences in the project area are restricted to 
saltmarshes in close proximity to the Bay 

Plants 

Alkali milk-vetch 
Astragalus tener var. tener 

1B Alkali playas and vernal pools No Known from only four historic occurrences in areas that 
are all now developed, Few degraded seasonal wetlands 
only within project area 

Big-scale balsamroot  
Balsamorhiza macrolepis var. 
macrolepis 

1B Found in the coastal foothills in chaparral, 
woodland and grassland habitats 

No  No suitable habitat in the project area 

Congdon’s tarplant 
Centromadia parryi ssp. 
congdonii 

1B Grasslands  Yes Low potential to occur in ruderal disturbed grassland 
areas throughout project 

Contra Costa goldfields 
Lasthenia congugens 

FE Vernal pools, swales and low depressions 
within grasslands 

No Historic record of this species only; presumed to have 
been extirpated; limited poor quality habitat only within 
project area 

Diablo helianthella 
Helianthella castanea 

1B Woodlands, chaparral, scrub and 
grasslands in the coastal foothills 

No No suitable habitat in the project area 

Fragrant fritillary 
Fritillaria liliacea 

1B Coastal prairie, grassland and chaparral; 
sometimes on serpentine soil 

Yes Potential habitat present, but no known occurrences in 
the vicinity of the project 

Hairless popcorn flower 
Plagiobothrys glaber 

1B Salt marshes and alkaline vernal pools  No  Historic records of this species only; presumed to have 
been extirpated; limited poor quality habitat only within 
project area 

Most beautiful jewel-flower 
Streptanthus albidus ssp. 
peramoenus 

1B Serpentine outcrops on ridges and slopes in 
coastal foothills 

No No suitable habitat in project area 
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TABLE A-1. 
Special-status known to occur or potentially occurring in the project area. 

Species Status Habitat  Potential to Occur in Project Area 

Robust monardella  
Monardella villosa ssp. globosa 

1B Forest, chaparral, woodland and grassland 
in the coastal foothills 

No No suitable habitat in the project area 

Santa Cruz tarplant 
(Holocarpha castanea) 

FT 
CE 

Coastal prairie and annual grassland No Historic record of this species only; presumed to have 
been extirpated 

Santa Cruz tarplant 
Holocarpha macradenia 

FT 
CE 

Coastal prairies and grasslands No Historic record of this species only – population possibly 
extirpated. Not known to occur in the project area. 

Notes: 

Species list compiled from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Sacramento Field Office http://www.fws.gov/sacramento/es/spp_list.htm ; and the California 
Department of Fish and Game’s Natural Diversity Data Base (RareFind V 3.0.5) for the for the Newark and Hayward 7.5 Minute U.S. Geological Survey 
Quadrangles. 
 
Status Codes 
FE – Federal listed endangered  
FT – Federal listed threatened 
CE – California listed endangered 
CT – California listed threatened  
CSC – California species of concern 
CFP – California fully protected species 
1B – California Native Plant Society rare, threatened or endangered plant species 
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Eastshore Substation view east; disked ruderal/grassland  

 
Tower 0/1 Eastshore Substation view west-southwest; disked ruderal/grassland with a seasonal 

wetland located west of the towers 
 

Seasonal wetland 
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Tower 0/2 Eastshore Substation view south; disked ruderal/grassland 
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Tower 0/3 view north; Industrial; Atlas Van Lines 
 

 
 

Towers 0/4 through 2/18 view southeast; Cargill salt evaporation ponds 
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Tower 2/19 view north; dirt access roads adjacent to tower, ruderal/grassland  
 

 
 

Tower 3/22 view southwest; pickleweed marsh; no vehicle access to tower 
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Tower 3/23 view northwest; pickleweed marsh; no vehicle access to tower 
 

 
 

Tower 3/24 view northwest; pickleweed marsh; no vehicle access to tower 
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Tower 3/25 view north; ruderal vegetation with scattered pickleweed, open water and brackish 
marsh to the north and west of the tower 

 

 
 

View south from Tower 3/25; along the overgrown access road between towers 3/25 and 3/28 
with adjacent wetlands to the east 
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Tower 3/26 view north; ruderal/grassland around tower; wetlands to the north and east  
 

 
 

Tower 3/28 view north; dirt access roads and ruderal and planted landscape vegetation around 
tower 
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Tower 4/29 view south; open water, ruderal and pickleweed marsh habitat; no vehicle access to 
this location 

 

 
Tower 2/29 view north; ruderal vegetation under tower, pickleweed and open water to south and 

west, residential area to the east 
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Tower 4/30 view north; upper marsh habitat with a mosaic of pickleweed - ryegrass/alkali heath 
– ruderal vegetation; no vehicle access to this tower 

 

 
 

Tower 4/31 view north; irrigated pasture dominated by pickleweed and annual beard grass, 
brackish marsh habitat along drainage area to the north; no existing roads to this tower 



BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES OF THE EASTSHORE TO DUMBARTON 115 KV TRANSMISSION LINE 

PAGE 30 ATTACHMENT DR20-1 

 
 

Tower 4/32 view north; irrigated pasture, dirt access road present to the west 
 

 
 

Tower 4/33 view north; cultivated hay/alfalfa field 
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Tower 4/34 view southeast; mowed ruderal area dominated by poison hemlock 
 

 
 

Tower 4/35 view southeast; partial access along gravel road, area surrounding tower mostly 
introduced quack grass and ruderal forbs, wetland area immediately south of the tower 
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Tower 5/36 view north; access road west of tower, introduced quack grass and dense poison 
oak surround the tower base; wetland habitat present west of the road 

 

 
 

Tower 5/37 view north; dense quack grass around tower, cultivated field approximately 50 feet 
to the east of tower, barb-wire fence along edge of field 
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Tower 5/38 view northeast; cultivated wheat field north of Patterson Ranch Road 
 

 
 

Tower 5/39 view south; cultivated wheat field south of Patterson Ranch Road 
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Tower 5/40 view west; cultivated wheat field, wetland drainage present south of the tower
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Tower 6/41 view west; parkland (green space) with paved trail 
south of tower 

 
 

 
 

Tower 6/42 view west; parkland (green space) with paved trail 
south of tower 
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Tower 6/43  view west; parkland (green space) with paved trail 
south of tower 

 
 

 
 

Tower 6/44 view west; parkland (green space) with paved trail 
south of tower 
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Tower  6/45 view west; parkland with mowed lawn 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Tower 6/46 view east; mowed ruderal/grassland
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Dumbarton substation view north; seasonal wetland area just south 
of the substation 

Seasonal wetland 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This document presents a general assessment of the potential environmental effects of 
reconductoring the East Shore to San Mateo 230 kV transmission lines. The East Shore to San 
Mateo transmission line extends from the East Shore Substation westward and southwestward 
across the Hayward-San Mateo Bridge and then turns to the northwest, extending to the San 
Mateo Substation in San Mateo, San Mateo County, a distance of 12.52 miles. This analysis was 
prepared to assist the California Energy Commission (CEC) Staff in their independent analysis 
of the potential effects of the Russell City Energy Center (RCEC) project (01-AFC-07). The 
CEC Staff has indicated that the reconductoring of the East Shore to San Mateo transmission line 
is a reasonably foreseeable indirect consequence of constructing the RCEC. Therefore, the Staff 
has prepared an environmental analysis as part of the Staffs Assessment of the RCEC, to satisfy 
the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 

The Applicant believes that the addition of RCEC generation through the East Shore Substation 
does not, in itself, result in a need to reconductor the East Shore to San Mateo line because the 
RCEC would not trigger an overload of the line under normal conditions. Extensive transmission 
system modeling has shown, however, that this line could currently overload (pre-RCEC) under 
certain circumstances. Because of these potential overloads, PG&E may need to reconductor the 
line, changing to a higher capacity wire to prevent line failure and power outages. 

The level of analysis presented in this document is more generalized and programmatic than 
found in an AFC or Environmental Impact Statement-similar to the level of CEQA analysis 
done to consider potential effects of project alternatives. This analysis is intended to apprise the 
decision-maker of the nature and scope of the probable impacts of the East Shore to San Mateo 
reconductoring, should it occur, and the currently anticipated measures for mitigating these 
effects. 

This analysis describes the process of reconductoring and the types of environmental impacts 
that might occur as a result of reconductoring. This study also discusses some specific aspects of 
the East Shore to San Mateo transmission line, such as its location and some likely places for 
conductor pull and tensioning sites and marshalling yards. Project-specific details regarding the 
locations of the pull and tensioning sites and marshalling yards and the specific techniques that 
will be used for each span, however, will not available until a project to reconductor is 
determined necessary and is designed. The East Shore to San Mateo Transmission line 
reconductoring project, if it takes place, could be accomplished with no significant 
environmental impacts, as long as certain mitigation measures are followed. 

Russell City Energy Center A X  (01-AX-07) 
05/06/02 

vii East Shore to San Mateo Reconductoring 
CEQA Analysis 



1.0 INTRODUCTION 

This document presents a general assessment of the potential environmental effects of 
reconductoring the East Shore to San Mateo 230 kV transmission lines, consisting of two circuits 
on a single set of towers1. It has been prepared in support of the Application for Certification 
(AFC) for the Russell City Energy Center (RCEC) (01-AFC-07) before the California Energy 
Commission (CEC). The AFC for the RCEC analyzed the potential environmental effects of the 
project up to the first point of interconnection with the electrical transmission system, at the 
Pacific Gas & Electric Company (PG&E) East Shore Substation in Hayward, California. The 
scope of the AFC analysis was consistent the CECys licensing jurisdiction extending, under the 
Public Resource Code Section 25 107, to the first point of interconnection between an electrical 
generating project and the electrical transmission system. The East Shore to San Mateo 
transmission line extends from the East Shore Substation westward and southwestward across 
the Hayward-San Mateo Bridge and then turns to the northwest, extending to the San Mateo 
Substation in San Mateo, San Mateo County, a distance of 12.52 miles (Figure 1.1-1). 

The CEC Staff has indicated in their independent analysis of the RCEC's potential 
environmental effects that the reconductoring of the East Shore to San Mateo transmission line is 
a reasonably foreseeable indirect consequence of constructing the RCEC. Therefore, the Staff 
has prepared an environmental analysis as part of the Staffs Assessment of the RCEC, to satisfy 
the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 

The Applicant believes that the addition of RCEC generation through the East Shore Substation 
does not, in itself, result in a need to reconductor the East Shore to San Mateo line because the 
RCEC would not trigger an overload of the line under normal conditions. Extensive transmission 
system modeling has shown, however, that this line could currently overload (pre-RCEC) under 
certain circumstances. Because of these potential overloads, PG&E may need to reconductor the 
East Shore to San Mateo line, changing to a higher capacity wire to prevent line failure and 
power outages. 

The RCEC has proposed implementing a Special Protection System (SPS), also called a 
Remedial Action Scheme (RAS), to prevent RCEC from causing these kinds of overloads on the 
East Shore to San Mateo line. This system would essentially involve halting RCEC generation 
under the rare conditions that might otherwise cause overload. The California Independent 
System Operator (CAISO) on October 3,2001 recommended that Calpine implement a RAS "to 

' Currently only one of these lines terminates at the East Shore Substation. As part of the reconductoring program 
the second line, which currently bypasses the substation, would be reconfigured to terminate at the substation as 
well. 
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enable full output of 620 MW from the RCEC Project during all of the conditions studied." The 
CAISO also concurred with the conclusion of Calpine's System Impact Study that Calpine's 
proposed SPS would avoid overloads on the East Shore to San Mateo lines. 

1 .I LEVEL OF ANALYSIS 

The level of analysis presented in this document is more generalized and programmatic than 
found in an AFC or Environmental Impact Statement-similar to the level of CEQA analysis 
done to consider potential effects of project alternatives. This analysis is intended to apprise the 
decision-maker of the nature and scope of the probable impacts of the East Shore to San Mateo 
reconductoring, should it occur, and the currently anticipated measures for mitigating these 
effects. This analysis describes in detail the process of reconductoring and the types of 
environmental impacts that might occur as a result of reconductoring. This study also discusses 
some specific aspects of the East Shore to San Mateo transmission line, such as its location and 
some likely places for conductor pull and tensioning sites and marshalling yards. Project-specific 
details regarding the locations of the pull and tensioning sites and marshalling yards and the 
specific techniques that will be used for each span, however, will not be available until a project 
to reconductor is determined necessary and is designed. 

1.2 THE EAST SHORE TO SAN MATE0 TRANSMISSION LINE 

The East Shore to San Mateo transmission line carries two 230 kV electrical circuits between the 
East Shore Substation, located in Hayward, Alameda County and the San Mateo Substation, 
located in San Mateo, San Mateo County, California, a distance of 12.52 miles (Figure 1-1). This 
line begins at the newly constructed East Shore Substation (though one circuit bypasses the 
substation), and runs west through a business park for a short distance, before crossing 
abandoned salt evaporation ponds. The line continues west on the south side of the approach to 
the Hayward-San Mateo Bridge (State Route 92) for 2.0 miles. It continues to parallel the bridge, 
heading west and then southwest, with tower bases in the San Francisco Bay for 7.0 miles, to the 
western footing of the bridge in Foster City. From there, the line turns west-northwest, crosses 
State Route 92 and extends through a commercial and industrial area. Along this portion of the 
route, the towers are located mostly in parking lots and paved storage yards. 

The East Shore to San Mateo line joins three other transmission lines within the Foster City 
industrial/commercial area at milepost 10.0, near angle tower 7. These four lines parallel one 
another, running west-northwest and then northwest the final 2.5 miles to the San Mateo 
Substation. The East Shore to San Mateo line is the easternmost of the four lines where it joins 
the others. At milepost 10.7, the line crosses into the City of San Mateo, crosses a levee to San 
Francisco Bay, spans a small salt marsh, and crosses a small embayment in the water (one 
tower). Heading northwest, the line runs to the west of a closed landfill and through an open 
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space area that is part of an undeveloped shoreline park paralleling J. Hart Clinton Drive. 
Residential land uses are located across the drive to the west. The landfill and San Francisco Bay 
lie to the east. 

At milepost 11.5, the line crosses two of the other three lines, taking a place as the second line 
(west to east) of the four from this point and for the remaining mile to the San Mateo Substation. 
The line runs northwest from this point through a grassy strip immediately west of a large levee 
on the San Francisco bayshore, finally turning northwest to connect with the San Mateo 
Substation. Land to the east of the levee and grassy strip is residential. 

1.3 PULL AND TENSIONING SITES 

It is usual to pull new conductor through two or more miles of transmission towers at a time. The 
seven-mile-long section crossing the bay adjacent to the San Mateo bridge can apparently be 
reconductored with pull and tensioning sites at each end (based on preliminary indications from 
PG&E). Because the potential for environmental impact is very low between the places where 
conductor pulling and tensioning takes place (pull and tensioning sites), this environmental 
analysis focuses particularly on the most likely places to be used for pulling and tensioning. 

Activities between the pull and tensioning sites are generally restricted to 1) accessing the towers 
(manually by climbing or using a truck-mounted aerial bucket) to place the pulleys, or sheaves 
blocks, through which the conductor is pulled once it is disconnected and to remove the 
conductor from the sheave blocks and refasten it once stringing is completed; and 2) work on the 
tower structure itself to repair or replace spars that are damaged. Under some circumstances, it is 
necessary to replace towers with stronger towers to accommodate heavier conductor or to raise 
the height of the towers to allow for greater conductor sag. For the East Shore to San Mateo 
reconductoring project, it will not be known whether or not towers will require raising or repair 
until the project is in the final design stages. 

Though it is not possible to determine at this point precisely where the pull and tensioning sites 
would be located for a particular reconductoring effort, these are generally sited at angle towers, 
which are towers located where the line makes a change in direction of more than 10 degrees. 
Pulling old conductor off of the transmission line and reeling new conductor onto the line is 
easier at these locations because the pulling and tensioning equipment can be arranged in line 

$ with the transmission hne in places where the line turns. Furthermore, pull and tensioning sites 
are necessary where there are high-angle turns because the conductor cannot be efficiently pulled 
through such an angle. Pulling and tensioning can also take place at deadend sites located on 
towers that are in-line, rather than set at an angle to adjacent towers. The locations of deadend 
towers on the East Shore to San Mateo transmission line, however, are not known at this time. 
Deadend towers are towers at which conductor is attached, marking a reel-end splice location. 
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Field studies conducted on April 25,2002, located the angle towers between the East Shore and 
San Mateo substations (Table 1.3- 1, Figures 1.3- 1 and 1.3-2). Most of the environmental impact 
analyses that follow will focus particularly on these towers, which we have sequentially 
numbered, beginning at East Shore Substation and proceeding to San Mateo Substation. Note 
that it may be possible to pull through the angles on some of these towers (less than 20-30 
degrees). For example, PG&E has indicated that they would be able to pull the entire Hayward- 
San Mateo bridge span in a single step from pull and tensioning sites on either side (A1 McKuen, 
California Energy Commission, personal communication). Such a pull would avoid pulling from 
boat-mounted reels and tensioning equipment in San Francisco Bay. It would also involve 
pulling through angle tower 3, which is located adjacent to the bridge, where the bridge turns to 
the southwest and enters an elevated span segment to allow for ship traffic. The angle the 
transmission line forms at this point is approximately 28 degrees. Angles greater than 20 degrees 
are indicated in boldface type in the table. These are the most likely pull and tensioning 
locations. Pulling and tensioning is also very likely at or near tower 2, because it is at one end of 
the Hayward-San Mateo Bridge. 

Table 1.3-1. Annle towers. 

Tower Milepost Angle (")' Comment 

Substation 

10 

11 

12 

Substation 

Site between East Shore substation and first tower probable - in open field 
covered by ruderal vegetation. 

Gated, paved access road to tower. Ruderal vegetation. 

Near Hayward-San Mateo Bridge toll plaza in former salt evaporation 
ponds. 

On the bridge near at the ship channel overpass. PG&E can pull through 
this angle. 

At western bridge approach in open lot with access. 

In commercial storage lot at edge of canal 

In commercial parking lot adjacent to street. 

Right angle tower in landscaping strip between street and parking lot and 
adjacent to paved lots and four-lane, divided street 

In very large parking lot for new commercial office building. 

Line crosses two other lines in open space area with ruderal and wetland 
vegetation. 

Same as Tower 9, in open space. 

In grassy strip next to shore levee 

Tower next to San Mateo Substation fence 

Pull from inside San Mateo Substation. 

'~owers at aneles meater than 30 derrrees indicated in bold, as likely uull and tensioning sites. 
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2.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

2.1 GENERAL INSTALLATION METHODS AND PROCEDURES 

Reconductoring involves the replacement of existing electrical transmission wire (conductor) 
with new wire. To make this replacement, the old conductor must be pulled back through the 
existing transmission towers supports to a takeup reel. If the existing wire is in good condition, 
then it is also used to pull in the new conductor, by attaching the two together. Otherwise, the 
existing wire is used to pull a carrier cable, or sock line onto the tower sheaves. The new 
conductor is then pulled back through the same supports from in the opposite direction from a 
pull and tensioning site at the other end of the stringing segment. In order for the old line to be 
reeled off of the towers, it must be first disconnected from its insulator clamps and placed on 
sheaves blocks (pulleys) or travelers that hang from the towers spars. The new line is pulled 
back through the sheave blocks. Workers then remove the new conductor from the sheaves and 
attach it to the structure. Typically, conductor is pulled for about two to three miles at a time. 

Due to limits in the size of conductor reels, the reconductoring must be staged between tower 
sites that are called deadends. Deadends are towers where the line running in each direction is 
securely attached to, rather than passing through, the tower support. If deadends are too far apart 
or terrain interferes, shorter line segments may be chosen. Deadends are often placed at angle 
towers, where the lines change direction. If the inside angle formed by the transmission lines at 
an angle tower is large (generally larger than 30 degrees for a single suspension, 60 for a double 
suspension), the lateral tension of pulling the conductor or sock line on the sheave .will be too 
high for safe and efficient reconductoring. The following generic description of a typical 
reconductoring process was prepared for Calpine Corporation by Power Engineering (Power 
Engineering 2001) for the Gilroy Energy Center Phase I1 Project. It has been modified slightly 
to reflect the circumstances of the East Shore to San Mateo reconductoring project. 

2.1 .I Temporary Staging Areas 

Temporary staging areas for equipment and materials storage are required for any reconductoring 
project. The East Shore to San Mateo reconductoring project, will require two staging yards of 
about one acre in size each, with one located near each end of the transmission line. These 
marshalling yards would likely be located at an existing industrial storage lot rented or leased for 
the four- to five-month construction period. 

2.1.2 Pullrrensioning Sites 

Concentrated work for the East Shore to San Mateo reconductoring will be most likely to occur 
at some of the transmission tower deadend locations, many of these at angle towers (see Table 
1.3-1). Conductor pulling, payout, and saggingltensioning equipment will be stationed at some 
these locations. Each work area will be approximately 100 by 200 feet in size (0.46 acre). Work 
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areas will avoid sensitive biological and cultural resources. Impacts to sensitive areas that 
cannot be avoided will be minimized by applying appropriate mitigation measures (see Chapter 

2.1.3 Pre-Marking 1 Environmental Survey of Right of Way 

Environmentally sensitive areas in the right of way will be identified through agency 
consultation, existing data or field surveys. Areas requiring avoidance or special mitigation 
measures to be taken during reconductoring are located and marked on engineering drawings and 

in the field as appropriate. 

2.1.4 Access 

The project area consists of urban land uses, including commercial and residential areas, and 
open space. All of the sites identified as angle towers are accessible from existing roads. A few 
of the non-angle towers are not accessible from existing roads. These include the several towers 
south of the eastern approach to the Hayward-San Mateo Bridge, all of the towers in the San 
Francisco Bay where the transmission line parallels the bridge, one tower in the bay north of the 
bridge, and one or more towers in open space in San Mateo south of the substation. Workers will 
need access to these towers to install the pulling sheaves. For these towers, linemen will climb 
the towers to place the sheaves, rather than using a truck-mounted aerial bucket for access. 

Construction traffic will be restricted to existing roads during reconductoring. 

2.1.5 Installation and Tension Stringing 

The "tension stringing" method is used most often to install new conductor. Following is a step- 
by-step description of reconductoring using tension stringing. The steps using other methods 
such as stringing without tension are similar. 

Splice locations will be determined before installation. The reel length then can be 

calculated to allow enough conductor for stringing and splicing. 

An approved line outage schedule will be developed before reconductoring activities 
commence. The outage schedule will provide periods when lines are de-energized to safely 
and efficiently perform the reconductor work. 

Equipment set-up locations would be established in advance of fieldwork. These locations 
are generally chosen for their ease of access, site suitability, and existing line configuration. 
Figure 2-1 illustrates the layout of typical wire handling equipment. Tension stringing is 
generally performed in the following steps: 

1. Install conductor support sheaves (pulleys) on towers 

2. Attach pulling line to old conductor 

3. Take up old conductor on reel 
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4. Attach pulling line to new conductor 

5. Pull new conductor sections 

6. Sag new conductor and adjust to correct tension 

7. Attach new conductor to deadend tower 

8. Remove stringing sheaves and attach new conductor to insulators 

9. Restore right of way 

Install Conductor Stringing Sheaves 

Sheave blocks are installed on each structure. Linemen climb the structures or are lifted in aerial 
bucket trucks to attach the sheaves using the necessary hand tools and hardware. The existing 
conductor is removed from its clamps and placed into the stringing sheaves. If required, existing 
insulators would be removed and replaced as part of this operation. 

On angle structures where one or two sheave assemblies are being used, care is taken to see that 
the sheave assembly is installed properly so the conductor will not jump out of its groove in the 
sheave and be damaged. 

Attach Pulling Line to Old Conductor 

The conductor is attached with Kellem grips of the appropriate size and firmly fastened to the 
pulling cable with screw type or punch clamps. The Kellem grip then is attached to a dummy 
swivel, which is, in turn, attached to a running board. The leading edge of the running board is 
attached to the pulling line with a full swivel. 

Take Up Old Conductor 

Pulling equipment generally includes a motorized puller, snubs (anchors), reel trailer, splicing 
equipment, and support equipment. The pulling site would be approximately 100 x 200 feet. A 
motorized retrieval unit with take-up reel is used to pull the old conductor off of the towers. 
Constant tension is applied to the conductor by the pulling equipment at each end. Either the new 
conductor or the sock line is used to supply back tension so that the old conductor does not sag 
or drop to the ground as it is pulled. Sheave blocks support the conductor until take up is 
complete. 

At inclines or low points in a section, uplift rollers (which attach to the installation sheave wheel) 
or hold-down blocks (which are separate blocks) are used to counter the potential for the pulling 
line to lift up from the sheave at low points due to the pulling tension. These devices may also 
have a breakaway feature in the event of fouling or incorrect installation. 
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Attach Pulling Line to New Conductor 

If the sock line (pulling line) was used, it is now attached to the new conductor (otherwise, the 
old conductor serves as the pulling line). To do so, a Kellem grip is attached to a dummy swivel, 
which then is attached to a running board. The leading edge of the running board is attached to 
the pulling line with a full swivel. 

Pull New Conductor Sections 

The new conductor is strung onto the towers using powered pulling equipment at one end and 
;i 

powered tensioning equipment at the other end. The tensioner in concert with the puller 
maintains proper tension on the conductor. Tension maintains clearance above any potential 
obstacles. Temporary structures may be installed at major road crossings and other locations 
requiring an extra measure of safety. These structures would help to ensure that proper clearance 
is maintained thus enhancing safety. Cleararice is necessary to avoid potential damage to the 
conductor and any objects below the stringing operation. 

Tensioning sites will be approximately 100 x 300 feet in size. Tensioner station equipment 
generally includes a take-up reel, bull wheel (tensioner), reel trailers, cranes, splicing equipment, 
trucks, tractors, and support equipment. 

Sag New Conductor 

After installation, the new conductor must be properly tensioned to.reach the correct amount of 
sag between towers. Sag checks will be made at predetermined intervals to assure proper sags 
and tensions between deadend towers. The correct sag and tension is dependent on a number of 
factors including span length, clearance requirements, and temperature. 

Sagging is generally done with a tractor-mounted sagging winch. The winch is used to sag the 
line to approximate specifications. Hand-operated equipment, such as a sagging hoist, is then 
attached and the final sagging accomplished. 

Attach New Conductor to Deadend 

Deadends are installed at the first and last tower of any stringing section and on vertical or 
horizontal angles that are too great for suspension clamp. Suspensions or double suspensions are 
used at all other towers. The maximum angles for single and double suspensions are 30 degrees 
and 60 degrees, respectively. 

Remove Stringing Sheaves, Attach New Conductor to Insulators 

Linemen remove the sheave blocks from each structure. The new conductor is then attached to 
the insulators using appropriate hardware. Linemen climb the structures or are lifted in aerial 
bucket trucks to remove the sheaves using the necessary hand tools. 
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Restore Right of Way 

Right-of-way cleanup would occur after reconductoring activities are complete. Project-related 
debris would be removed from the right of way and disposed of at an appropriately licensed 
facility. The appropriate land management agency and landowner(s) would approve these 
locations. Ruts and other similar disturbances would be smoothed. Any areas requiring 
revegetation would be seeded with a weed-free seed mix approved by the appropriate land 
management agency and landowner(s). 

Splicing 

Consecutive stringing sections must be spliced together to form an unintempted electrical path. 
Several methods are available to splice the conductor. Allowance must be made for splicing 
when selecting reel lengths in advance of installation considering access and when cutting the 
conductor after pulling. 

2.1.6 Typical Equipment 

The equipment used in reconductoring includes a tensioner and cable puller. These vehicles are 
large, 10-wheel trucks designed for heavy loads. Tensioners also may be mounted on a trailer. A 
conduictor-cable reel trailer will be used with each tensioner setup location. Reels may also be 
mounted on a boom truck. Aerial bucket trucks can be effective support vehicles. 

Depending on the nature of the project, a helicopter can be used to string the sock line and 
transport workers and materials to the structures. Helicopter reconductoring methods have 
proven highly effective where access is difficult or in areas where impacts from access create 
concern. 

Vehicles used for the proposed project will be similar to the types currently used to build and 
maintain similar existing lines. 

2.1.7 Fences, Other Improvements, and Existing Land Uses 

Reconductoring crews must protect all fences and other improvements and all public survey 
monuments found within or adjacent to the right of way. Survey monuments include but are not 
limited to General Land Office and Cadastral Survey Comers; reference comers; witness points; 
U.S. Coastal and Geodetic benchmarks and triangulation stations; military control monuments; 
and recognizable civil (both public and private) survey monuments. Where monuments or 
references are obliterated during operations, reconductoring crews must secure the service of a 
registered land surveyor or a staff cadastral surveyor to restore the disturbed monument according to 
procedures found in the latest edition of the Manual of Surveying Instructions for the Survey of the 
Public Lands of the United States. 
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2.1.8 Work Force 

Typical conductor stringing crews require 15 to 20 workers, which include foremen, equipment 
operators, general laborers, environmental monitors and inspectors. Each cable stringing 
operation requires three to five pieces of equipment and support vehicles. The entire 
reconductoring project will take approximately 4 to 5 months, overall. However, it might be 
necessary to reconductor the transmission line's two circuits separately to protect system 
reliability. Also, the project would probably be undertaken during times of relatively low 
electrical demand, also to protect system reliability while the line is taken out of commission. 
This may mean that the project would take two seasons to accomplish. 

2.2 TYPICAL MITIGATION MEASURES 

Reasonable measures will be taken to reduce impacts to the environment. Vegetation clearing 
and trimming will be kept to the minimum necessary for safe construction, operation and 
maintenance of the line. Dragging and whipping of conductors and sock lines will be avoided to 
further minimize vegetation and ground disturbance. Use of materials labeled as potential 
pollutants will be minimized to the extent practicable. Where possible, use of potential pollutants 
that could ooze, drip, flake, or crumble will be avoided in and around wetland areas. 

Table 2.2-1 is a list of typical mitigation measures. Thoughtful application of these measures, 
singly or in combination, will help to minimize or eliminate impacts associated with the project. 
Other mitigation measures, either generic or site/species specific, may be identified as more 
specific engineering and environmental information is developed and analyzed. 

- - - 

Table 2.2-1. Typical reconductoring environmental mitigation measures. 

1. All project related vehicle movement outside the right-of-way normally will be restricted to pre-designated 
access, contractor-acquired access, or public roads. Should unforeseeable circumstances occur during 
reconductoring that requires more areas than initially requested, the landowner must grant permission. 

2. The aerial limits of reconductoring activities normally will be predetermined, with activity restricted to and 
confined within those limits. No paint or permanent discoloring agents will be applied to rocks or vegetation 
to indicate limits of survey or reconductoring activity. 

3. Vegetation will be left in place wherever possible and original contour will be maintained to avoid root 
damage and allow for re-sprouting of existing vegetation. 

4. If ground disturbance is necessary or where re-contouring is required, surface restoration will occur as 
required by the landowner or land management agency. The method of restoration normally will consist of 
removing and stockpiling topsoil and large rocks from disturbed areas to return temporarily disturbed areas 
back to original contours. Other methods include reseeding (if required), installing cross drains for erosion 
control, placing water bars in the road, and filling ditches. 

5.  Existing improvements will be repaired or replaced if they are damaged or destroyed by reconductoring 
activities to their condition prior to disturbance as agreed to by the parties involved. 
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Table 2.2-1. Typical reconductoring environmental mitigation measures. 

18. The contractor will use weed-free, seed mixes for revegetation. NO species on the "state noxious weed list" 
will be included in the revegetation seed mixes. Weed control agencies located within the project area will 

be consulted and a weed control plan will be developed and implemented as required. 

19. All heavy equipment brought in from out of state or county will go through high pressure washing before 
use on site. 

20. Dust will be controlled by applying water or chemicals as required during reconductoring. 

2.3 REFERENCES CITED 

Power Engineers, Inc. 2001. Gilroy Energy Center Phase II Project: Overview of Transmission 
Line Reconductoring. Prepared for Calpine Corporation, October 2001. Prepared by 
Power Engineers, Inc., Hailey, Idaho. 
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3.0 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS AND MITIGATION MEASURES 

3.1 AIR QUALITY 

Air quality impacts associated with construction and operation of the Russell City Energy Center 
are discussed in Section 8.1, Air Quality, of Calpine's AFC (01-AFC-07). Included in that 
discussion is an assessment of the impact of the construction of the proposed generating units 
and associated power plant equipment, including an assessment of emissions from vehicle and 
equipment exhaust and fugitive dust from materials handling. Based on dispersion modeling of 
these emissions, construction impacts on ambient air quality would be below state and federal 
standards for all criteria pollutants emitted, given that best available emission control techniques 
would be used. The carcinogenic risk of combustion diesel P M l o  emissions was found to be 

below one in one million as well. 

The reconductoring will utilize some of the same basic equipment and construction practices 
used to construct the power plant, will result in less ground disturbance, and will be spread out 
over 12.52 miles along the rights-of-way. Air quality impacts are not expected to differ 
significantly from those described in the applicant's AFC. 
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3.2 BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 

This section describes the biological resources along the transmission line route and vicinity; the 
potential impacts associated with construction, operation, and maintenance of the transmission 
line; and the measures to mitigate potential environmental impacts to a less than significant level. 

3.2.1 Affected Environment 

Coastal habitats along the eastern shore of San Francisco Bay include salt marshes, brackish 
sloughs, coastal prairies, and coastal sage scrub communities. The largest salt marsh community 
in California is located around San Francisco Bay. Community types in the project study areas 
include coastal salt marsh, brackish sloughs, mud flats, emergent marsh, and annual grassland. 

3.2.1.1 Regional Biological Resources 

The proposed East Shore to San Mateo transmission line reconductoring project is located on the 
alluvial coastal plain of the San Francisco Bay. The alluvial coastal plains have been largely 
converted to urban development, salt evaporation ponds, or ruderal (disturbed and weedy) areas. 
Remnants of the historic northern coastal salt marsh complex remain protected in parks and 
preserves. These include the Hayward Regional Shoreline (west of the project site), the San 
Leandro Shoreline Park and Oyster Bay Regional Shoreline (northwest of the project site), the 
San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge (south of the project site), and Coyote Hills 
Regional Park (southeast of the project site). Other biological resources include brackish sloughs 
such as Alarneda Creek, and brackish marshes and abandoned salt evaporation ponds with the 
potential for restoration. 

Biological habitats within the transmission line corridor consist primarily of coastal salt marsh, 
brackish/freshwater marsh, salt production facilities (evaporation ponds), ruderal areas, and 
urban landscapes with horticultural trees and shrubs. The majority of the habitat types of the 
transmission line corridor are fragmented and degraded. 

The only sensitive plant community found within the project area is the northern coastal salt 
marsh habitat. Representative species found in the salt marsh community include pickleweed 
(Salicomia virginica), salt grass (Distichlis spicata), and alkali heath (Frankenia salina). Much 
of the historic salt marsh community within the transmission line corridor has been altered or 
eliminated by urban development, sewage treatment facilities, salt evaporation ponds, and the 
construction of dikes and levees to prevent flooding and intrusion of saltwater. Listed species in 
the northern coastal salt marsh community include the salt marsh harvest mouse 
(Reithrodontomys raviventris), clapper rail (Rallus longirostris obsoletus), and salt-marsh 
wandering shrew (Sorex vagrans halicoetes). 
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Special environmental areas within 1-mile of the transmission line include the Salt Marsh 
Harvest Mouse Preserve, managed by the East Bay Regional Park District, and the HARD marsh 
restoration project and Shoreline Interpretive Center, both in Hayward 

3.2.1.2 Special Status Species 

The designation of special status includes all state- and federally-listed species under the state 
and federal Endangered Species Acts (ESAs); species proposed for those listings; federal Species 
of Concern (SC); California Species of Special Concern (CSC); California Fully Protected 
species under the Fish and Game Code; and plant species designated as Rare, Threatened, or 
Endangered by the California Native Plant Society (CNPS). Species of concern include those 
that could be listed in the future and those currently protected under other laws (e.g., the Bald 
and Golden Eagle Protection Act, and the Migratory Bird Treaty Act). 

Standard references used for the biology and taxonomy of plants, plant communities and wildlife 
included Hickman, ed. (1993); Tibor, eds. (2001). and Zeiner et al. (1988; 1990 a, b). A 
computerized search of the California Natural Diversity Data Base (CNDDBRareFind report, 
March 2002) was conducted for the San Leandro, Hayward, Newark, and Redwood Point USGS 
topographic quadrangles (the "study Area"). This search was conducted to determine if there 
were any occurrences of state- or federally-listed species recorded within or near the project 
study area. Known locations of special status species, based on the database search, are mapped 
on Figure 3.2-l(a-e). In addition to the CNDDBRareFind report, a-letter was sent to the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), Sacramento Field Office, requesting file data on special 
status species that could occur in the project vicinity. Table 3.2-1 lists the species. 

In addition to the literature sources mentioned above, site-specific information was gathered 
during field surveys conducted in the spring of 2002. 

3.2.1.3 Results 

Biological field surveys for the transmission line corridor were conducted by biologist Brett D. 
Hartman on April 25,2002. The survey included a survey of the entire transmission line corridor 
by automobile, as well as a meandering pedestrian survey of the areas beneath the angle towers, 
which are the likely pull-tensioning sites. A wetland delineation was not performed for the 

transmission line corridor. 

A list of wildlife species observed during surveys of the project site and associated facilities is 
provided in Table 3.2-2. A list of plant species observed at the project site and linear facilities 
during 2001 botanical surveys is presented in Table 3.2-3. Due to their bloom time, certain 
species with potential habitat in the project area of potential effects could not be surveyed during 
the time in which this survey was performed. 

Russell City Energy Center AFC (01-AFC-07) 
05/06/02 

East Shore to San Mateo Reconductoring 
CEQA Analysis 



Table 3.2-1. Special status species potentially occurring in the transmission line corridor. 

Federal1 Habitat in 
State1 impact Blooms 

Scientific Name Common Name CNPS a area? 
Plants 
Astragalus tener var. tener Alkali milk-vetch SCI--11 B No Mar-May 
Atriplex depressa Brittlescale SCI--11B No May-Oct 
Balsamohriza macrolepis var. Big-scale balsamroot --I--11B No Mar-June 
macrolepis 

Cordylanthus maritimus ssp. Point Reyes bird's-beak SCI--11 B Marginal Jun-Oct 
palustris 
Cordylanthus mollis ssp. hispidus Hispid bird's beak SCM1 B Marginal Jul-Sep 
Fritillaria liliacea Fragrant fritillary SCI--11 B No Feb-Apr 
Helianthella castanea Diablo rock rose SCI--11B No > Apr-Jun 
Hemizonia parryi ssp. congdonii Congdon's tarplant SCI--11 B NO Jun-Nov 
Horkelia cuneata ssp. sericea Kellog's horkelia SCI--11 B No Apr-Sept 
Lasthenia conjugens Contra Costa goldfields W--11B No Mar-Jun 
Lathyrus jepsonii Delta tule pea SCI--11B Marginal May-Jun 
Lilaeopsis masonii Mason's lilaeopsis SCMlB No Apr-Oct 
Plagiobothrys glaber Hairless popcorn flower SCI--11 A Yes Apr-May 
Suaeda californica California seablite pH--/ 1 B No Jul-Oct 

Mammals 
Corynorhinus townsendii Pacific western big eared bat SCICSC No -- 
townsendii 

Eumops perotis califomicus Greater western mastiff-bat SCICSC No -- 
Myotis evotis Long eared bat SCI-- No -- 
Myotis thysanodes Fringed myotis bat SCI-- No -- 
Myotis volans Long legged myotis bat SCI-- No -- 
Myotis yumanensis Yuma myotis bat SCICSC No -- 
Neotoma fuscipes annectens San Francisco dusky footed SCICSC No -- 

woodrat 
Reithrodontomys raviventris Salt-marsh harvest mouse E/E Yes -- 
Sorex vagrans halicoetes Salt-marsh wandering shrew SCICSC Yes -- 

Birds 
Accipeter striatus (nesting) Sharp-shinned hawk --ISSC No -- 
Agelaius tricolor (nesting colony) Tricolored blackbird SCICSC No -- 
Amphispiza belli belli Bell's sage sparrow SCICSC No -- 
Aquila chrysaetos (nesting & Golden Eagle --ISSC No -- 
wintering) 

Ardea herodias (rookery) Great blue heron --I-- No -- 
Asiofimrneus (nesting) Short-eared owl --ISSC No -- 
Athene cunicularia hypugea Western burrowing owl SCICSC Yes -- 
(burrow sites) 

Branta canadensis leucopareia Aleutian Canada goose TI-- No -- 
Buteo regalis Ferruginous hawk SCICSC Winter -- 

foraging 
Charadrius alexandrinus nivosus Western snowy plover TICSC No -- 
(nesting) 

Circus cyaneus (nesting) Northern harrier --ICSC Yes -- 
Elanus leucurus (nesting) White-tailed kite --I-- Yes -- 
Falco peregrinus anatum American peregrine falcon --IE Yes- -- 

foraging 

Russell City Energy Center AFC (01 -AFC-07) 
05/06/02 

East Shore to San Mateo Reconductoring 
CEQA Analysis 



Geothlypis trichas sinuosa Saltmarsh common SUCSC No- -- 
yellowthroat foraging 

Haliaeetus leucocephalus Bald eagle T/E No -- 
Luterallus jamaicensis California black rail SC/T No -- 
coturniculus 

Melospiza melodia pusillula Alameda song sparrow SCICSC Yes -- 
Pelecanus occidentalis California brown pelican E/E No -- 
californica 
Phalacrocorax auritus Double-crested cormorant --ISSC Yes -- 

Rallus longirostris obsoletus California clapper rail E/E Yes -- 
Rynchops niger Black Skimmer --ISSC Yes -- 
Riparia riparia (nesting) Bank swallow --IT No -- 
Sterna antillarum browni California least tern E/E Yes -- 
(nesting colony) 

Reptiles 
Clemmys marmorata marmorata Northwestern pond turtle SCICSC No -- 
Clemmys marmorata pallid~ Southwestern pond turtle SCICSC No -- 
Masticophis lateralis Alameda whipsnake Tfr  No -- 
euyxanthus 

Phrynosoma coronatum frontale California horned lizard SCICSC No -- 
Amphibians 
Ambystoma califomiense California tiger salamander CICSC No -- 
Rana aurora draytonii California red legged frog TICSC No -- 
Ram boylii Foothill yellow legged frog SCICSC No -- 

Fish 
Hypomesus transpacificus Delta smelt Tfr  No -- 
Oncorhynchus kisutch Coho salmon T/E No -- 
Oncorhynchus mykiss * Central California Valley TIE No -- 

steelhead 
Oncorhynchus mykiss * Central California Coast T/E No -- 

steelhead 
Oncorhynchus tshawytscha Winter run chinook salmon E/E No -- 
Pogonichthys macrolepotus Sacramento splittail PTICSC No -- 
Spirinchus thaleichthys Longfin smelt SCICSC No 

Invertebrates 
Branchinecta lynchi Vernal pool fairy shrimp TI-- No -- 
Damus plexippus Monarch butterfly --I-- No -- 
Hydrochara rickseckeri Ricksecker's scavenger beetle SCI-- Marginal -- 
Tryonia imitator Mimic tryonia (California ' SCI-- Marginal -- 

brackishwater snail) 
a Status Categories: 

Federal status determined from a USFWS letter (Knight 2001, personal communication). State status determined from Special Plants 
List (June 1999), andlor State and Federally Listed Mangered Threatened, and Rare Plants of California (April 1999), prepared by 
CDFG Natural Diversity Data Base. CNPS status determined from CNPS Inventory of Rare and Endangered Vascuhr Plants of 
California (Skinner and Pavlik 1994). Codes used in table are as follows: 

E = Endangered; T = Threatened; R = California Rare; PE = Proposed Endangered 
C = Candidate: Taxa for which the USFWS has sufficient biological formation to support a proposal to list as endangered or 

threatened. 
SC = USFWS Species of Concern: Taxa for which existing information may warrant listing, but for which substantial biological 

information to support a proposed rule is lacking. 
SSC = CDFG "Species of Special Concern" 
CNPS List: 1A = Presumed Extinct in CA; 1B = Rare or Endangered in CA and elsewhere; 2 = R E  in CA and more common 

elsewhere; 3 = Need more information; 4 = Plants of limited distribution. 
-- = Species not state-listed. 
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The transmission line corridor is dominated by developed urban land. There are three other 
habitat types within the transmission line corridor. These are: 1) disturbed ruderal areas with 
minimal native species components, 2) salt marsh and salt marsh remnants, salt ponds, and 3) 
freshwater marsh. 

The disturbed ruderal vegetation is dominated by wild oats (Avena spp.), Italian ryegrass (Lolium 
multijZorum), black mustard (Brassica nigra), and ,storksbill (Erodium cicutarium), with remnant 
native plant species such as California poppy (Eschscholzia califomica). Ruderal areas are of 
limited value to wildlife species, dominated by jackrabbits, voles, and common birds such as 
brewers blackbird and meadowlarks. Special status species potentially occurring in ruderal 
habitats include the burrowing owl, and foraging habitat to other raptor species. 

The salt marshes of the transmission line corridor are small fragments, dominated by pickleweed 
and cordgrass (Spartina sp.). The salt marsh areas to the north of Highway 92 on the Hayward 
side of the transmission line corridor are habitat to several special status species, including 
California clapper rail, salt marsh harvest mouse, and salt marsh wandering shrew. In addition, 
the salt ponds to the north of Highway 92 on the Hayward side of the transmission line corridor 
are known nesting habitat habitat for the western snowy plover. 

Adjacent to the San Mateo substation is a freshwater marsh dominated by open water and 
cattails. Abundant wildlife was observed in this area, including red-winged blackbirds, 
sparrows, and waterfowl such as mallards and ruddy ducks. 

Table 3.2-2. Wildlife species observed 
during 2002 wildlife surveys. 

Common Name 

Black-necked stilt 
Brewer's blackbird 
Canada goose 
Common Crow 
Double crested cormorant 
Killdeer 
Great egret 
Mallard 
Mourning dove 
Red-winged blackbird 
Rock dove 
Ruddy ducks 
Western Gull 
Western meadowlark 
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Table 3.2-3. Plant species observed during botanical surveys of the transmission line corridor. 

Species/ subspecies/ 
Family Genus variety NA* Common name 
Dl COTS 
Apiaceae 
Asteraceae 

Brassicaceae 
Chenopodiaceae 
Fabaceae 
Frankeniaceae 
Geraniaceae 

Malvaceae 
Myrtaceae 
Papaveraceae 
Plantaginaceae 
Polygonaceae 
Primulaceae 

Foeniculwn 
Conyza 
Baccharis 
cotula 
Grindelia 
Sonchus 
Brassica 
Salicornia 
Lathyrus 
Frankenia 
Geraniwn 
Erodium 
Malva 
Eucalyptus 
Eschscholzia 
Planmgo 
Rumex 
Anagallis 

MONOCOTS 
Cyperaceae Cyperus 
Juncaceae Scirpus 
Poaceae Avena 

Bromus 
Cortadaria 
Cynodon 
Distichlis 
Elymus 
Hordewn 
Loliwn 
spar ti^ 

vulgare 
canadensis 
pilularis 
coronopifolia 
Stricta var. angustifolia 
oleraceus 
nigra 
virginica 

SP- 
salina 
disectum 
cicutariwn 
nicaeensis 
globulus 
californica 
lanceolata 
crispus 
arvensis 

SP. 
SP. 
fatua 
diandrus 

SP. 
dactylon 
spicata 
glaucus 
murinwn ssp. leporium 
multiflorum 

SP. 

Fennel 
Horseweed 
Coyote brush 
Brassbuttons 
Gumweed 
Common sow thistle 
Black mustard 
Pickleweed 
Wild pea 
Alkali heath 
Wild geranium 
Filaree 
Bull mallow 
Blue gum 
California poppy 
English plantain 
Curly dock 
Scarlet pimpernell 

Sedge 
Rush 
Wild oat 
Ripgut grass 
Pampas grass 
Bermuda grass 
Saltgrass 
Blue wild-rye 
-- 
Italian ryegrass 
Cordgrass 

Tvphaceae T Y P ~  SP. Cattail 

3.2.2 Environmental Consequences 

3.2.2.1 Significance Criteria 

Impacts to biological resources may result from: 

Habitat loss/disturbance 

Direct impacts to special status species 

Project operation 

Russell City Energy Center AFC (01-AFC-07) 3-12 East Shore to San Mateo Reconductoring 
05/06/02 CEQA Analysis 



Appendix G of CEQA addresses the significance criteria with respect to biological resources 
(Public Resources Code Sections 21000et seq.). An impact would be considered significant if it 
would: 

Have a substantial adverse effect, on any federal or state listed species identified as a 
endangered, threatened, or candidate. 

, Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural 
community identified in local or regional plans, policies, or regulations. 

Have a substantial adverse effect on federally protected wetlands as defined by Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act through direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or 
other means. 

Interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or migratory fish or 
wildlife species or with established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or 
impede the use of native wildlife nursery sites. 

Conflict with any local ordinances protecting biological resources. 

Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural 
Community Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional or state habitat 
conservation plan. 

3.2.2.2 Construction Impacts 

Environmental consequences from transmission line recond~ctorin~ are summarized in Table 
3.2-4. Temporary disturbance to ruderal vegetation will potentially occur at the East Shore 
substation, and angle towers 1,2,4,9,  10, 11, and 12. Wetlands will be avoided at these sites. 
Impacts to ruderal vegetation is not considered significant, because special status species, 
wetlands, riparian areas, or migratory fish or wildlife corridors, or nursery sites are not impacted. 

Noise and vibration impacts to breeding waterfowl could occur at angle towers 11 and 12. A 
limited operating period or noise attenuation on construction equipment could reduce impacts to 
migratory birds to less than significant. 

Angle tower 2 is located in a pickleweed wetland. Avoiding this wetland by placing the pull- 
tensioning site on the paved surfaces of Highway 92 could reduce impacts to wetland resources 
at this site to less than significant. 

Noise and vibration impacts to breeding western snowy plovers north of Highway 92 are 
considered less than significant, as it is assumed this population has become habituated to the 
noise and vibration associated with traffic on Highway 92 and bridge construction. 
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Table 3.2-4. Habitat types, potential impacts, and avoidance measures at the twelve angle towers of the 
East Shore to San Mateo transmission line. 

East Shore Ruderal vegetation with small areas of saltgrass dominated wetlands. Pull-tensioning site can be 
Substation located to avoid wetlands 

1 Ruderal vegetation and paved access roads. Salt production pond to the west, but pull-tensioning will 
be located to avoid wetlands. 

2 Fragment of pickleweed dominated wetland adjacent to Highway 92. The pull-tensioning site will be 
located on the paved surfaces of Highway 92 and avoid wetlands. Western snowy plovers are known to 
nest in the abandoned salt evaporation ponds to the north of Highway 92. However, noise and vibration 
from the reconductoring equipment will not exceed the current decibel levels associated with highway 
traffic and bridge construction. It is assumed that the snowy plovers have become habituated to these 
noise levels. 

3 Angle tower in Bay adjacent to Hayward-San Mateo bridge. Double-crested cormorants are known to 
nest on these towers, which are protected by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. However, a pull-tensioning 
station will not be required at this site, and the cormorants will be avoided. 

4 Ruderal species and salt flats dominated by sedges, with paved access areas. Pull-tensioning sites will 
be located on upland ruderal areas or paved access areas. 

5 Paved urban area. There is a canal to the east that will be avoided. 

6 Paved urban area. 

7 Paved urban area. 
8 Paved urban area. 

9 Ruderal area with patches of wetland vegetation. Pull-tensioning sites will be located to avoid 
wetlands. 

10 Ruderal area with patches of wetland vegetation. Pull-tensioning sites will be located to avoid 
wetlands. 

11 Ruderal area adjacent to freshwater marsh. Pull-tensioning sites will be located to avoid the wetland. 
However, noise and vibration could affect waterfowl during the breeding season. 

12 Ruderal area adjacent to freshwater marsh. Pull-tensioning sites will be located to avoid the wetland. 
However, noise and vibration could affect waterfowl during the breeding season. 
- 

3.2.2.3 Cumulative Impacts 

Reconductoring of the East Shore to San Mateo transmission line is not expected to cause 
significant impacts to biological resources. Therefore there will be no cumulative impacts from 

the project. 

3.2.3 Mitigation Measures 

All wetlands will be avoided by placing the pull-tensioning sites on upland ruderal areas or 
paved surfaces. Ruderal areas will reseed naturally due to the abundant seed bank. Breeding 
birds will be avoided through limited operating periods or noise attenuation on construction 
equipment. In wetland areas and areas where sensitive habitats exist (angle towers 2,9, 10, 11, 
and 12 as well as several in-line towers), linemen will climb the towers to place stringing 
sheaves manually, as necessary. This will avoid disturbance of sensitive habitats that would 

Russell City Energy Center AFC (01-AFC-07) 3-14 East Shore to San Mateo Reconductoring 
05/06/02 CEQA Analysis 



otherwise occur due to the use of a truck-mounted aerial bucket to access the towers for sheave 
stringing. 

If these means of impact avoidance are found to be infeasible at the time of construction, the 
helicopter method could be used to avoid disturbances at ground level. 

Monitoring of construction activities will be carried out by personnel trained to detect any 
potential and unforeseen impacts on listed, sensitive, or migratory wildlife and their habitats 
adjacent to the project site. If actual or potential effects are detected, the construction foreman 
will cease the activities that are potentially affecting these species and will consult with a 
professional biologist qualified to assess the situation and make recommendations to alter or 
alleviate any activities that are resulting in these effects. 

3.2.4 References 

Hickman, J.C. 1993. The Jepson manual: Higher plants of California. University of California 
Press. University of California. , 

Tibor, D.P. (ed.). 2001. CNPS Inventory of rare and endangered plants of California. California 
Native Plant Society. 

Zeiner, D. 1988. California's wildlife, volume I: Amphibians and reptiles. California 
Statewide Wildlife Habitat Relationships System. 

Zeiner, D. 1990a. California's wildlife, volume 11: Birds. California Statewide Wildlife Habitat 
Relationships System. 

Zeiner, D. 1990b. California's wildlife, volume 111: Mammals. California Statewide Wildlife 
Habitat Relationships System. 
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3.3 CULTURAL RESOURCES 

Cultural resources in the general project area include historic and prehistoric archaeological sites, 
historic buildings and structures, and resources of traditional cultural significance to Native 
Americans and other groups. This section analyzes the potential effects of reconductoring the 
transmission line to cultural resources within the project area of potential effect (APE). 

3.3.1 Affected Environment 

Cultural resources are the traces of human occupation and activity that, in northern California, 
extend back in time for at least 1 1,500 years. Archaeologists have reconstructed general trends 
of prehistory. Written historical sources tell the story of the past 200 years. A cultural resources 
archival search of the project area, has located one cultural resource site within the project APE. 

3.3.1.1 Prehistoric Background 

The general trend throughout California prehistory was the increase in population density over 
time, coupled with greater sedentism and the use of a greater diversity of food resources. 
Chartkoff and Chartkoff (1984) identified three major periods of prehistory observed throughout 
California: Pre-Archaic, Archaic, and Pacific. These patterns are roughly correlated with the 
Paleoindian, Archaic, and Emergent periods, developed by Fredrickson (1974) for west-central 
California. As Chartkoff and Chartkoff observe, culture change occurred in different ways and 
at different times throughout California. These changes nevertheless followed a broad pattern, 
outlined below. Northern California prehistory is briefly summarized here. For a more detailed 
description, consult the RCEC AFC. 

Prehistoric periods in northern California prehistory are: 
Pre-Archaic Period (Prior to 1 1,000 years before present [BPI) 

Early to Middle Archaic Period (1 1,000-6,000 years BP) 

Late Archaic Period (6,0004,000 years BP) 

Early and Middle Pacific Periods (4,000-1,500 years BP) 

Late and Final Pacific Period (1,500 years BP-Historic Era) 

3.3.1.2 Archaeology and Archaeological Sensivity in the Project Area 

Upland areas near watercourses were favored locations for prehistoric occupation. In the San 
Francisco Bay Area, the Bay margins are also high sensitivity areas for archaeological resources, 
due to their proximity to fish and shellfish resources in the Bay. 

Mt. Eden Creek is located within one-quarter mile of the East Shore Substation. From the creek 
estuary and banks, the prehistoric occupants were able to exploit a variety of ecological niches 
on the alluvial plain and foothills and to take advantage of marine resources. Along the shores of 
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San Francisco Bay, including the project area, occupation was intermittent and sparse prior to 
around 5,000 to 7,000 years ago. In addition, evidence for occupation prior to 7,000 years ago 
was hidden by rising sea levels or buried under sediments caused by natural and man-made Bay 

marshland infilling along estuary margins. 

3.3.1.3 Ethnographic Background 

The project area is situated within the historical Chochenyo territory of the Costanoan Indians. 
The term "Costanoan" is derived from "Costaiios", the Spanish word for "coast people". The 
term refers to a language family found throughout a large area that included the eastern perimeter 
of the San Francisco Bay and San Francisco Peninsula, or from the Carquinez Straits down to the 

southern margin of the Bay, and up to the Golden Gate. The Costanoan language family 
included eight distinct languages, Chochenyo among them. These eight languages have been 
described as "as different from one another as Spanish is from French" (Levy 1978). All eight 
Costanoan languages also belong to the Penutian language stock. Penutian languages were 
spoken throughout north-central California by a number of aboriginal groups, including the 
Wintu, Maidu, Miwok, and Yokuts. Linguistic evidence suggests that Costanoan speakers 
occupied the Bay area by 1,500 years ago. 

In 197 1, Bay area descendants of the Costanoans organized as the Ohlone Nation ("Ohlone" is 
probably being derived from the Miwok word meaning 'people of the west"). Therefore, it is 
correct to speak of the Costanoans when reviewing the ethnographic background of these people 
and to speak of the Ohlone when referring to their current status as a nation. 

The Chochenyo or East Bay Costanoans occupied the east shore of San Francisco Bay, between 
Richmond and Mission San Jose, and as far east as Livermore Valley. The project area is at the 
southern extent of historical Chochenyo territory. To the south, the Tamyen or Santa Clara 
Costanoan territory extended around the south end of the Bay and into the lower Santa Clara 
Valley. It is possible that the southern part of the project area was also within Tamyen territory. 
In 1770, Chochenyo and Tamyen speakers each numbered approximately 1,200. 

Ethnographic data pertaining to the Ohlone is incomplete at best. The first Euroarnericans to 
record contact with the Ohlone were Fathers Fages and Crespi, who in 1772 traveled up the east 
side of San Francisco Bay to the Carquinez Straits and then turned south through the Walnut 
Creek, San Ramon, and Livermore valleys. Fages and Crespi noted "numerous villages of very 
gentle and peaceful heathen, many of them of fair complexion" (Cook 1957). 

Ethnographic information available for the Ohlone comes primarily from accounts of early 
explorers, from mission records, and from a few ethnographers who, in the early and middle 
years of the 20" century, were able to work with the few remaining native informants (e.g., 
Kroeber 1925; Harrington 1942; Merriam 1967). These lines of evidence indicate that the 
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Costanoans were hunter-gatherers and that fish and shellfish were an important part of the 
coastal Ohlone diet. The Ohlone also gathered and made use of acorns, laurel nuts, hazelnuts, 
and an assortment of wild roots, bulbs, fruits, nuts, and seeds. 

3.3.1.4 Historic Background 

Recorded history in the project area begins with early Spanish exploration in the area, the arrival 
of missionaries, and the establishment of Mission San Jose approximately 10 miles inland (east) 
from the linear route. This w k  followed by secularization of the missions and division of lands 
in the project vicinity into a number of large ranchos, the development of an agricultural land use 
pattern, and the expansion of shipping during the Hispanic Period continuing into the American 
Period. The agricultural land use pattern was eventually replaced with the arrival of rail 
transport and subsequent rapid urban expansion. Urban expansion included the formation and 
incorporation of cities, such as San Mateo, Hayward, San Leandro, Fremont, Newark, and Union 
City, as well as the growth of large-scale industries such as salt production. 

Documented historic-era resources in the project area are associated chiefly with the various 
industries that developed here from the mid- 1800s to the mid- 1900s. The industrial history of 
the project area can be divided into several historic themes: agriculture and ranching, the 
landings and shipping industry, railroads and other transportation-related industries, and the salt 
production industry. These are discussed further in the RCEC AFC. Key historic-era periods 
include the following: 

Hispanic Period: 1797 to 1848 

American Period: 1848 to present 

Electrical Distribution System 

Electrical power plants began to be constructed in the late 1880s. Long distance transmission 
was pioneered in California in 1891, with a 14-mile-long line constructed for a hydroelectric 
facility in San Bernardino County. In the 1890s, a PG&E predecessor constructed a 22-mile- 
long electrical transmission line between the Folsom hydroelectric plant and downtown 
Sacramento. This was one of the earliest long-distance transmission lines. By the 1920s, 
electrical power companies had constructed a number of long-distance lines, a number of these 
to transmit hydroelectric power from the Sierra Nevada mountains to major population centers in 
the central Valley and on the California coast. Most early transmission lines were steel truss 
structures based on the design of steel windmill for the oil industry. The electrical service 
industry coalesced around private, regulated monopolies like PG&E, and a few municipal utility 
districts. 
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A previously recorded historic electrical transmission line (P-01-02269, East Shore to Grant, 
c. 1922) connects to the East Shore substation from the north and south, crossing the East Shore 
to San Mateo line. The East Shore Substation was recently (within the past year) replaced on an 
adjacent lot. The East Shore to San Mateo line does not appear on the 1942 map of Hayward, 
however it is illustrated on the 1959 USGS Hayward map. 

Historic Archaeological and Historic Site Sensitivity 

Sensitivity for historic resources and historic archaeological resources along the transmission 
line route is high. Early historic uses of the area included salt processing and the Bay Area salt 
industry had its beginnings near the eastern segment of the transmission route. The Oliver 
Brothers (c. 1937-1982) historic property boundary is just north of the transmission line route, 
and is considered eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (property number 097 186, 
1995). The Hayward Area Recreation Department has acquired title to some abandoned salt 
ponds near the Bay shore, about a mile from the transmission line, and has plans to preserve or 
interpret some early salt processing features. Some historic archaeological deposits were 
recorded south and west of the East Shore Substation. These included sites with Chinese 
ceramics possibly associated with salt pond development or salt production. 

3.3.1.5 Resource Inventory Methods 

~nvkntory methods for the project consisted of archival research. Intensive archaeological 
pedestrian surveys will be conducted by the project sponsor prior to construction, once PG&E 
identifies the locations of project activity areas. 

Archival Research Methods 

Foster Wheeler Environmental conducted a records search at the Northwest Center of the 
California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS) at Sonoma State University in 
Rohnert Park, May 1,2002. The search determined that portions of the APE had been previously 
surveyed for cultural resources, and several surveys had been performed in immediately adjacent 
areas. In addition to reviewing available survey reports, lists of historic properties (e.g., the 
National Register of Historic Places, California Inventory of Historic Resources, California 
Points of Historic Interest, and California Landmark files) were reviewed to locate historic 
archaeological sites in the project area. Project staff studied USGS topographic maps and other 
historical maps to determine where unrecorded historic structures and features were located. 

Archival research revealed several previous investigations within portions of the APE. Table 
8.3-1 is a list of these previous surveys within 0.25 miles of the APE. Table 3.3-2 list 
spreviously recorded prehistoric and historic archaeological sites within .25 miles of the project 
vicinity and Table 3.3-3 lists previously recorded sites within the project APE. 
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Table 3.3-1. Archaeoloaical survev re~orts for ~roiects within 0.25 miles of the ~roiect  route. - < .  . . -  . . 
Author 1 Title ) Sponsor I Area Surveyed I Survey Type 
Sawyer, M., Et. al. 1978 1 An Archaeological Reconnaissance of the I Ecumene Associates 1 1900 acres I Intensive 

Hayward-San Leandro Transportation Conidor, 
Alameda, Co. 

Holman, Miley. 1996 

Chavez, David. 1983 

Pacific Legacy 
Incorporated. 2000 

Chavez, David. 1979 

Archaeological Field Inspection of the San 
Matw Golf Curse project Area, San Mateo Co. 

Citywide Archaeological Investigations, City of 
San Mateo, CA 

Archaeological Survey and Record Search 
Results for the MCI World Com, Fremont, San 
Jose 12, San Mateo, and Santa Clara segments in 
Alameda, San Mateo, Santa Clara Co. 

Evaluation of East 3ed Ave. 

Schwarz, Powers, & 
Associates 

The Depamnent fo 
Community 
Development Planning 
Division City of San 
Mateo, CA 

North Sate Resources 

David Crimp 

NIA Intensive 

6.3 miles intensive 

City of San Mateo 

1.75 miles 

general 

NIA 

Rudo, Mark. 1979 

Basin Research and 
Associates. 1998 

A cultural Resource Survey Report for the 
Proposed Belmont Marina, Foster City 

Chavez, David. 198 1 

California Department of 
Transportation (CDOT) 

Chavezs, David. 1979 I 

US Army C o q s  of 
Engineers 

A Cultural Resources Assessment For San 
Francisco Resource Supply Study (San Matw 
Substation to Martin Sub) Daily City to San 
Mateo, San Mateo Co. 

San Mateo Redevelopment Plan EIR: Bay 
Meadows and Shoreline Areas 

Hylkema, M, Hope, A. 
Van Bueren, T. 1996 

Over three miles. PG&E 

Highway Project 4215-003520 

I I I I 
Brittin,D. & Guedon, S. I Department of Transportation Negative I CDOT I Over 3 miles. I Non-systematic intuitive 

Approximately 150 acres 

lntensive 

NIA 

Archawlogical Survey and Historical Reesource 
Evaluation Report For the Baumberg 
Biologiccal Mitigation Tract, Alameda Co 

Cultural Resource Evaluation for the East Bay 
Discharges Authority Reclamation 

Visibilitv 

intensive 

CDOT 

fair 

Over 80 acres. 

CDOT 

Madrone Associates 

Good 

Intensive 

Approximately 1.5 miles 

Good 

NIA 

Over 850 acres 

Approximately 1400 
acres 

Fair-Good 

Intensaive 

intensive 

NIA 

NI A 

Good 

NIA 

NIA 

Negative 1 
Negative I 
Identification 
possible areas. 1 

Negative I 
Negative 7 
Negative 

Negative 1 
Negative I 
recorded sites 

Negative I 
Negative 
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I acres associated with the proposed Shorelands 
Proiect, Alameda, Co. I 

Visibility 

N/A 
R. 

Ananian, B. 

Historic site 
"Oliver Bros. Salt 
Company" -l 

Survey Type 
pedestrian and 
windsheild survey 
Evaluation 

17 Historic 7 

Author 

Dobkin, M., &Anderson, 
Resource Evaluation 

An Archaeological Reconnaissance of 1200 

Table 3.3-2. Recorded archaeological sites within 0.25 miles of the project route (not in the APE). 

Title 
Archaeological Report 

Oliver Bros. Salt Co. Alameda Co., Historic 

Sponsor 

Environmental 

- . . 

1 Primarvmrinomial 1 Re~ort  Citation 1 7.5' Quad I Distance I Site T v ~ e  1 Effects 1 Action I 

Area Surveyed 

Over I00 acres 
Planning Branch, 
District 4-Oakland, 
CDOT 
ColeiMills Associates 1 165 acres 

CA-ALA-485 

P-0 1 -000203/CA-ALA-487H 

Intensive. 

Archaeological Survey and Historical Resource 
Evaluation Report For the Baumberg Biological 
Mitigation Tract, Alameda Co 

P-01-000209lCA-ALA-493H 

I and 20' century) 

excellent 

Archaeological Survey and Historical Resource 
Evaluation Report For the Baumberg Biological 
Mitigation Tract, Alameda Co 

P-0 1 -000217/CA-ALA- 
489W497W50 1 W 

Newark 

Archaeological Survey and Historical Reesource 
Evaluation Report For the Baumberg Biologiccal 
Mitigation Tract, Alameda Co 

I I I I I I 
H- l (Alameda Co.) I Jerome Hamilton Map ( San Mateo 1 .22 1 Prehistoric, Sparse shell I No effect ( None 

Newark 

P-01-002256 

.22 

Newark 

I 
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.23 miles 

.I7 miles Archaeological Survey and Historical Reesource 
Evaluation Report For the Baumberg Biologiccal 
Mitigation Tract, Alameda Co 

Archaeological Survey and Historical Resource 
Evaluation Report For the Baumberg Biological 
Mitigation Tract, Alameda Co 

C- 128 

-. 
Prehistoric 

.1 miles 

Newark 

Historic refuse dump. 

Historic shipping station 
"Eden Landing" (features 
and historic refuse, late 19' 

Newark 

None 

No effect 

Historic refuse site. 

None 

No effect 

No effect 

.I2 

San Mateo 

None 

No effect 

None 

None 

Historic refuse site. 

.22 miles 

No Effect 

midden. 

No site type given (listed as 
a destroyed site) 

None 

No effect None 



Table 3.3-3. Recorded archaeological sites within the proiect APE. - . - 

Primarytrrinomial I Report Citation 1 7.5' Quad I Distance I from APE 

P-0 1-002269 

CA-ALA-5OOH 

Historic Transmission Line No effect Avoid r 
Site Type 

Historic Evaluation of the East Shore-Grant 
Transmission Line, Hayward, Alameda Co. 

Archaeological Survey and Historical Resource 
Evaluation Report For the Baumberg Biological 
Mitigation Tract. Alameda Co 
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Newark Adjacent line No effect Monitor or 
avoid 



3.3.2 Environmental Consequences 

3.3.2.1 Significance Criteria 

Under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), an action may be considered to have a 
significant impact on cultural resources if it will cause a substantial adverse change to an 
historical resource or a "unique archaeological resource." Historical resources are those that are 
eligible for listing on the California Register of Historical Resources (California Public 
Resources Code [PRC] 55024.1; Title 14, $4852 et seq., California Code of Regulations [CCR]). 
A property considered for listing can be an object, building, structure, site, area, place, record, or 
manuscript. A property is historically significant if it "is significant in the architectural, 
engineering, scientific, economic, agricultural, educational, social, political, economic, or 
cultural annals of California." (PRC 55020.1 b]). Such a property meets the California Register 
criteria if it: 

a) Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns 
of California's history and cultural heritage; 

b) Is associated with the lives of persons important in our past; 

c) Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or method of 
construction, or represents the work of an important creative individual, or 

possesses high artistic values; or 

d) has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 
history (PRC 5024.1). 

Archaeological resources may qualify for significance under CEQA if they are determined to be 

unique archaeological resources as defined in PRC 521083.2. A unique archaeological resources 
is: 

An archaeological artifact, object, or site about which it can be clearly demonstrated that, 
without merely adding to the current body of knowledge, there is a high probability that it meets 

any of the following criteria: 

1) Contains information needed to answer important scientific research questions 
and that there is a demonstrable public interest in that information. 

2) Has a special or particular quality such as being the oldest of its type or the best 

available example of its type. 

3) Is directly associated with a scientifically recognized important prehistoric or historic 
event or person (PRC 521083.2). 

It may appear that the California Register of Historical Resources was designed for properties of 
the historic era while the criteria for consideration as a "unique archaeological resource" were 
designed to apply to prehistoric archaeological resources. Most significant archaeological 
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resources (prehistoric or historic), however, would qualify for the California Register 
(particularly criteria A and D). Similarly, most significant historic archaeological sites (but not 
historic buildings and structures, or sites lacking archaeological deposits) would quaIify as 
"unique archaeological resources." 

A significant impact on a historical resource would be one that would cause a "substantial 
adverse change" to it (CCR, Title 14 5 15064.5). That is, an action would be considered a 
significant adverse impact if it "demolishes or alters in an adverse manner those physical 
characteristics of an historical resource that convey its historical significance and that justify its 
inclusion in, or eligibility for inclusion in, the California Register of Historical Resources," or a 
local register of historical resources. 

Because the project route crosses nonfederal land, it will also be necessary to comply with state 
laws pertaining to the inadvertent discovery of human remains of Native American origin, which 
falls within the jurisdiction of the Native American Heritage Commission (Pub Res. Code Sec. 
5097 et seq.). 

3.3.2.2 Construction Impacts 

There are three previously recorded archaeological sites within or near the transmission line 
APE. In addition, a fourth site, the East Shore to San Mateo transmission line may, itself be a 
historic property. An archaeological field survey to identify cultural resources, and to relocate 
sites within the APE will be performed by the project sponsor for recond~ctorin~ when PG&E 
identifies access roads, pull sites, towers slated for repair or replacement, or other major work 
within the project area. The surveys will take place prior to construction. 

P-01-00216-This historic refuse site lies within the right-of-way of the East Shore to San 
Mateo transmission line. The site is associated with two probable structure pads. This site has 
not been evaluated for the California Register, but does not appear eligible, according to the 
recorder. If ground-disturbing construction activity is confirmed in this location, the site should 
be relocated prior to construction and evaluated for significance. If significant, project activities 
within or near the site should be designed to avoid impacts to it and construction near the site 
should be monitored to ensure that there will be no significant impacts. If the site cannot be 
avoided, then the constructing agency should consult with the permitting authority to develop an 
appropriate method to mitigate any potentially significant impact. This could involve, for 
example, conducting test excavations at the site to mitigate potential damage to buried 
archaeological resources. 

P-01-002269-This is the Grant to East Shore transmission line; a series of steel lattice towers 
suspending high-tension electric lines (East Shore-Grant segment c. 1922). This resource has not 
been evaluated in terms of its eligibility for listing on the California Register of Historical 
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Resources, but does not appear eligible to the recorder. The project would avoid any impact to 
the Grant-East Shore transmission line, the conductors of which pass under the East Shore to San 
Mateo conductors just west of the East Shore substation. Though the construction team may 
need to take precautions to avoid having the East Shore to San Mateo conductor sag onto the 
Grant to East Shore conductor, this should cause no significant or lasting impacts in any case. 

Oliver Bros. Salt Co.-This site is just north of the transmission line (approximately 10 to 1000 
feet) and is described as a salt production facility. This resource is considered eligible for the 
National Register of Historic Places (property number 097186). This resource can easily be 
avoided during the reconductoring of the transmission line because it is not located near a 
transmission tower and does not lie under the conductor line. 

East Shore to San Mateo Transmission Line-The East Shore to San Mateo transmission line 
may, itself, be a historic property. The line appears in the 1959 aerial photographs, but not the 
1948 photographs. The line may therefore be more than 50 years old and eligible to be evaluated 
for historic significance. Reconductoring this line would have the potential to change the line 
somewhat, since the new conductor would be somewhat different in specification from the 
original conductor and since it is possible (unknown at this time) whether or not some towers 
would require repair or replacement. Therefore, the project sponsor should record and evaluate 
the East Shore to San Mateo transmission line as a historic resource. If this transmission 
segment is found by a qualified individual to be a significant historic resource (eligible for listing 
on the California Register of Historical Resources), then the effects of the 
reconductoring program on its integrity as a historic resource should also be evaluated. If 
reconductoring would cause a significant and adverse impact to the transmission line, then 
mitigation measures should be developed in consultation with the lead permitting agency. 

3.3.2.3 Cumulative Impacts 

Since the project would not affect significant cultural resources, it would not be likely to cause 
significant cumulative impacts. If the project were to encounter a buried prehistoric midden site, 
the possibility of cumulative impacts would arise because such sites may be highly significant, 
and those that have been recorded in the project area have been partly damaged or destroyed by 
agricultural activity and other development. This is unlikely, however, since the reconductoring 
project would involve little or no ground disturbance. 

3.3..3 Mitigation Measures 

The following mitigation measures would prevent impacts to cultural resources prior and during 
project construction, with an emphasis on the avoidance of recorded sites. If these measures are 
followed, the reconductoring program would not cause a significant adverse impact to historic or 
cultural resources. 
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Archaeological Survey- The project sponsor should conduct cultural resource surveys when 
PG&E determines where the impacts will be. A pedestrian archaeological field survey will take 
place prior to construction once PG&E identifies access roads, pull sites, tower bases slated for 
replacement or repair, or other major work within the project area. 

Architectural Surveys-The project sponsor should conduct an architectural reconnaissance to 
determine whether potentially significant historic architecture is located within the APE. This 
should take place after PG&E identifies access roads, pull sites, tower bases slated for 
replacement, or other major work within the project area. The architectural historian should also 
evaluate whether or not the project could significantly affect any historic buildings or structures 
found significant. This survey should record and evaluate the East Shore to San Mateo 
transmission line as a historic resource. 

Native American Consultation- The project owner should contact the Native American 
Heritage Commission (NAHC) to request information regarding traditional cultural properties 
and sacred places, such as Native American cemeteries, in the project area, and to address Native 
American Concerns. 

Preconstruction Assessment and Construction Training-If sensitive archaeological or 
historical resources are identified at or near places of construction activity (marshalling yards, 
pull and tensioning sites, etc.), the project owner should appoint a Designated Cultural Resources 
Specialist. As construction takes place, the Designated Cultural Resources Specialist should 
conduct a worker education session for construction supervisory personnel to explain the 
importance of and legal basis for the protection of significant archaeological resources. 
Information about archaeological resources may be combined with information about cultural 
resources in the training video that will be presented to construction supervisory personnel. 

Construction Monitoring near Archaeological and Historic Sites-As part of the East Shore 
Reconductoring, an Archaeological Monitor should be present at the construction site 100 
percent of the time if and when mechanical excavation is taking place within archaeological sites 
or when pulling and tensioning or other key project activities are taking place within known 
archaeological sites. 

The monitor's role is to watch for buried archaeological deposits during project activity and to 
ensure that project activities do not have an adverse effect on significant deposits. If the 
Archaeological Monitor identifies archaeological resources during construction, he or she should 
immediately notify the Designated Cultural Resources Specialist and Site Superintendent, who 
would halt construction in the immediate vicinity of the find, as necessary. The Site 
Superintendent and Archaeological Monitor will use flagging tape, rope, or some other means as 
necessary to delineate the area of the find within which construction will halt. This area would 
include the excavation trench from which the archaeological finds came as well as any piles of 

Russell City Energy Center AFC (01-AFC-07) 3-26 East Shore to San Mateo Reconducto~g 
05106102 CEQA Analysis 



dirt or rock spoil from that area. Construction would not take place within the delineated find 
area until the Cultural Resources Specialist, in consultation with the lead permitting agency, can 
inspect and evaluate the find. 

If human remains are encountered during construction, project officials are required by law 
(California Health and Safety Code 7050.5) to contact the County Coroner. If the Coroner 
determines that the find is Native American, the Coroner is required to contact the NAHC. The 
NAHC is required (Public Resources Code 5097.98) to determine the Most Likely Descendant, 
notify that person, and request that they inspect the burial and make recommendations for 
treatment or disposal. 

Site Recording and Evaluation-The Designated Cultural Resources Specialist and 
Archaeological Monitor will follow accepted professional standards in recording any find and 
should submit the standard Department of Parks and Recreation historic site form (Form ~ P R  
523) and locational information to the Northwest Information Center of the California Historic 
Resources Information System at California State University at Sonoma, Rohnert Park. 

If the Designated Cultural Resources Specialist determines that the find is not significant, 
construction should proceed. If the Cultural Resources Specialist determines that further 
information is needed to determine whether the find is significant, the lead permitting agency 
and State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) should be notified, and the consultant should 
prepare a plan and a timetable for evaluating the find, in consultation with the lead permitting 
agency and SHPO. 

Mitigation Planning-If the Cultural Resources Specialist and the consulting parties (the lead 
.permitting agency and SHPO) determine that the find is significant, they should prepare and 
carry out a mitigation plan in accordance with state and federal guidelines. This plan would 
emphasize the avoidance, if possible, of significant archaeological resources. If avoidance were 
not possible, the recovery of a sample of the deposit from which the archaeologist could define 
scientific data to address archaeological research questions would be considered an effective 
mitigation measure for damage to or destruction of the deposit. 

If a mitigation program were necessary, it would be carried out as soon as possible to avoid 
construction delays. Construction would resume at the site as soon as the field data collection 
phase of any data recovery efforts was complete. The Cultural Resources Specialist would 
verify the completion of field data collection by letter to Calpine and the lead permitting agency 
so that Calpine and the lead permitting agency could authorize for construction to resume. 

Curation-The Cultural Resources Specialist would arrange for the curation of any 
archaeological materials collected during the monitoring and mitigation program at a qualified 
curation facility; that is, a recognized, non-profit archaeological repository with a permanent 
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Curator. The archaeologist would submit field notes, stratigraphic drawings, and other materials 
developed as part of the archaeological excavation program to the curation facility along with the 
archaeological collection. 

Report of Findings-If buried archaeological deposits were found during construction, the 
archaeologist would prepare a report summarizing the monitoring and archaeological 
investigatory program implemented to evaluate the find or to recover data from an 
archaeological site as a mitigation measure. This report would describe the site soils and 
stratigraphy and describe and analyze artifacts and other materials recovered and explain the 
site's significance. This report would be submitted to the curation facility with the collection. 
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3.4 GEOLOGIC RESOURCES AND HAZARDS 

This section presents an evaluation of potential impacts to geological resources and the potential 
geological hazards that might result from reconductoring the East Shore to San Mateo 
Transmission line. Section 3.4.1 describes the existing environment that the project may affect. 
Section 3.4.2 identifies potential impacts on the environment. Section 3.4.3 discusses proposed 
mitigation measures. Section 3.4.4 provides the references used to develop this section. 

3.4.1 Affected Environment 

3.4.1.1 Geologic Location 

The project area is located along the shore of South San Francisco Bay (Bay), which lies 
centrally within the Coast Ranges Physiographic Province of California. The Bay fills a 
northwest-trending structural depression in the central Coast Ranges and lies roughly between 
the San Andreas Fault to the west and the Hayward Fault to the east (Figure 3.4-1). The west end 
of the transmission line is located approximately 3 miles (5 km) from the San Andreas Fault and 
the east end is about 3 miles (5 km) from the Hayward Fault. 

3.4.1.2 Regional Geologic History 

Basement rocks underlying the Bay area are those of the Franciscan Assemblage (50 to 
200 million years old) and the Great Valley Sequence (65 to 150 million years old). These are 
generally overlain by rocks of Miocene age and younger that were deposited at the continental 
margin during the past 15 million years. Most of the rocks in the Bay area were folded and 
faulted as a result of early convergence of the North American and Pacific plates. About 
10 million years ago, the tectonic regime in the Bay area changed from convergent to a transform 
boundary between the North American and the Pacific plates. In the Bay area, the relative 
horizontal (strike-slip) movement along this boundary is about 47 mmlyr, and is being 
distributed among the various faults of the San Andreas system. Over geologic time, the San 
Andreas Fault accommodates about 24 d y r  of this movement, while the Hayward Fault 
accommodates about 9 d y r  at Fremont (Petersen et al., 1996). 

In general, the Hayward Fault forms the boundary between two distinctly different geologic and 
geographic provinces. The hills on the east side of the fault are up to 10 million years old, but the 
flatlands on the west side are barely 10,000 years old. The Bay lies in a structural depression 
marked by downbowed andfor down-faulted sediment as young as middle Pleistocene. The Bay 
was formed during the Quaternary (last 2 million years). During the last major glaciation 
approximately 15,000 years ago, sea level was 330 feet (100 meters) lower than it is currently. 
At that time, the Bay contained no standing water, and the fluvial systems draining the 
surrounding hills emptied directly into the Sacramento-San Joaquin River, which flowed to the 
Pacific Ocean. The sea level began to rise as the ice from the great continental glaciers began to 

Russell City Energy Center AFC (01-AFC-07) 3-30 East Shore to San Matw Reconducto~g 
05/06/02 CEQA Analysis 



melt. The sea entered the Bay approximately 10,000 years ago, reaching its present level about 
6,000 years ago. 

After the Early Holocene sea level rise, sediments formerly carried far into the Pacific Ocean 
began to be deposited in and around the margins of the Bay. Over time, the rock basin of the Bay 
has been filled with silt, sand, and clay. "Older Bay mud" is the earliest material at the bottom of 
the Bay; it ranges in thickness from less than one foot to more than 200 feet (BCDC, 1967). The 
older Bay mud consists of dark, plastic, semi-consolidated, organic-rich clay and silty clay, and 
interfingers with older alluvial fan deposits. The thickness of the older Bay mud increases toward 
the central portion of the Bay (BCDC, 1967). 

Overlying the older Bay mud is a sand layer and a layer of "younger Bay mud.  The layer of 
younger Bay mud in some locales is as thick as 130 feet (BCDC, 1967). Age of the younger Bay 
mud ranges from 2,500 to more than 7,000 years Before Present (BP). 

3.4.1.3 Local Geology 

The project area is divided into four northwest-trending structural zones. From east to west, they 
are: (1) the Diablo Range, (2) a zone of alluvial fans grading west to alluvial plains, (3) the 
Coyote Hills, and (4) muds of San Francisco Bay (Helley and Miller, 1992). The Hayward Fault 
separates structural zones 1 and 2, and faults inferred by Snetsinger (1976) bound both sides of 
the Coyote Hills. The site lies within Zone 4, the Bay Mud zone. 

3.4.1.4 Seismic Setting 

The project site is located in a seismo-tectonically active region. Figure 3.4-1 identifies active 
faults that may pose a potential geologic hazard to transmission line (Petersen et al.,1996). 
Active faults are those that show evidence of displacement during Holocene time (1 1,000 years 
ago to present). 

The San Andreas Fault and Hayward Fault are close to the site and are classified as " A  type 
faults. Faults with an " A  classification are capable of producing large magnitude events (M > 
7.0), have a high rate of seismic activity (i.e., having slip rates greater than 5 d y r ) ,  and have 
well constrained paleoseismic data (i.e., evidence of displacement within the last 700,000 years). 
Class "B" faults, which lack paleoseismic data necessary to constrain the recurrence intervals of 
large-scale events. Faults with a "B" classification are capable of producing an event of 
magnitude 6.5 or greater. The San Andreas Fault and Hayward Fault systems are historically the 
most active in the project area. The RCEC AFC contains detailed information about these and 
other faults in the project region. 
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Earthquake Faults 



c: 

i Hayward Fault Zone 
I 

The eastern end of the transmission line is located approximately 3 miles (5 km) west of the 
# 

Hayward Fault Zone. The Hayward Fault Zone consists of one known active strand and as many 
as three sub-parallel strands that generally lie east of the active strand. The active strand is 

7 marked by shutter ridges, offset streams, and cultural features such as offset railroad tracks, 

6. roads, sidewalks, and building foundations; and active creep. Evidence for parallel fault strands 
in the eastern part of the fault zone is less abundant. For the most part, the fault traces are defined 4' 
by linear features such as topographic benches and narrow ridges (USGS, 1970). 

a ,  

q-- The Hayward Fault Zone is the southern segment of an extensive fracture zone consisting of the 
t 

k .  , Hayward Fault and the Rodgers Creek, Healdsburg, and Macama fault segments. The zone 
extends northwest to Mendocino County, a total distance of 175 miles (280 km). A 53-mile- 

. q -  
(86 km-) long Hayward Fault segment extends from San Pablo Bay to an obscure convergence 1 .  with the Calaveras fault near Mount Misery east of San Jose, California. 

q- ' 

i Several segments of the Hayward Fault are undergoing fault creep, a very gradual horizontal 
displacement that occurs both episodically and continuously (Lienkaemper et al., 1991). While 

4 
J fault creep has been documented along many segments of the Hayward Fault between San Pablo 
I and Fremont, it has not been observed along all segments throughout the fault's length. The 
. - displacement is almost purely right-lateral although small segments have a vertical component of 
ii 
A 
i~ s displacement. 

San Andreas Fault 

The western end of the transmission line is located approximately 3 miles (5 km) east of the San 
Andreas Fault. The San Andreas Fault is part of a complex system of faults, isolated segments of 
the East Pacific Rise, and scraps of tectonic plates lying east of the East Pacific Rise that 
collectively separate the North American plate from the Pacific plate (Wallace, 1990). Relative 
movement between the Pacific and the North American tectonic plates dominates the regional 
seismo-tectonic setting. The boundary between the Pacific and North American tectonic plates 
extends from the Rivera triple junction, south of Baja California, northwards to the Mendocino 
triple junction. Atwater (1970) and, more recently, Irwin (1990) describes the evolution of the 
Pacific-North American plate boundary. For much of the length of the plate boundary, and 
certainly for the site region, the San Andreas Fault functions as a transform fault (tectonic plate 
boundary) with strike-slip displacement (Wilson, 1965). 

Local Seismicity 

Earthquakes in the San Francisco Bay area during the past 15 years are concentrated near the 
juncture of the San Andreas Fault and Calaveras faults, and in the East Bay area. Seismicity 
along the San Andreas Fault on the San Francisco Peninsula is relatively low compared to the 
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Calaveras-Hayward-Rogers Creek Fault Zone. On the Hayward Fault, small earthquakes are 
common throughout most of the fault length through San Pablo southeast to Fremont. South of 
Fremont, the Hayward Fault is seismically quiet. The seismicity, however, continues along a 
zone trending more southeasterly, denoting an active connection with the Calaveras fault near the 
Calaveras Reservoir. On the Calaveras fault north of this juncture there is no obvious correlation 
between seismicity and the mapped trace of the Calaveras fault. This high level of seismic 
activity present along the Calaveras fault south of Calaveras Reservoir transfers to the Hayward 
Fault near Fremont (USGS, 1987). 

Earthquake History 

A number of moderate to great earthquakes (greater than a M6) have affected the Bay Area; 22 
such events have occurred in the last 160 years, averaging one every seven years. Earthquakes of 
magnitudes greater that 6 have occurred within 30 kilometers of the Hayward Fault in 1836, 
1858,1864,1865,1868,1898,1906,191 1,1984, and 1989. Only the 1836 and 1868 events 
caused surface rupture of the Hayward Fault. Historically, more earthquakes greater than 
magnitude 5 have occurred on the Calaveras-Hayward-Rogers Creek zone than on the adjacent 
segment of the San Andreas Fault. 

3.4.1.5 Project Area Geology. 

On a regional scale, the project features are underlain by unconsolidated Holocene (Q) inter-tidal 
and alluvial fan, basin, and plain deposits, ranging from clay to graiel in particle size. The 
electric transmission line route is underlain by fine grain infteffluvial basin deposits (Qb), 
medium grain younger fluvial fan and plain deposits (Qyfo), coarse grain younger alluvial fan 
and basin deposits (Qyf), and fine grain older Bay Mud deposits (Qom). 

The interfluvial basin fine grain deposits (Qb) consist of plastic, poorly sorted, organic-rich clay 
and silty clay and locally contains thin beds of well-sorted silt, sand, and fine gravel and that 
interfingers with the younger fluvial deposits (Qyfo). The Qyfo deposits consist of loose, 
moderately sorted fine to medium sand, silt, and silty clay and that interfingers with the younger 
alluvial fan deposits (Qyf). The Qyf deposits consist of unconsolidated, moderately sorted, 
permeable fine sand and silt with gravel becoming more abundant toward fan heads, located east 
of the project area on the Hayward side of the bay, and west of it on the Foster City-San Mateo 
side. 

The sediments that underlie the project features will be referred to as "younger Bay mud." The 
younger Bay mud is between 20 and 60 feet in thickness and overlies the older Bay mud. The 
older Bay mud deposits are substantially different from the younger Bay mud. Since it is more 
deeply buried, the older Bay mud has been consolidated by lithostatic pressure from above and 
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consequently contains less moisture. As a result, the older Bay deposits provide a good 
foundation for poles and similar structures (BCDC, 1967). 

The older Bay mud overlies bedrock of the Franciscan Formation, which consists of a sequence 
of greenstones, greywacke, radiolarian chert and serpentinite (Helley and Miller, 1992). The 
unconformable contact between the older Bay mud and bedrock is approximately 400 feet below 
ground surface (bgs) in the vicinity of the project site (Hazelwood, 1976). 

3.4.1.6 Geologic Hazards 

This section analyzes the existing geologic hazards within and surrounding the project site. There 
are five hazards in this area that could be potentially significant. These hazards are: 

Seismic ground shaking 

Ground rupture 

Ground failure 

Subsidence and settlement 

Seismic seiches 

Seismic Ground Shaking 

The most important geologic hazard that could affect the project is the risk to life and property 
from an earthquake generated by the Hayward Fault or the San Andreas Fault, which are capable 
of producing magnitude 7.1 and 7.9 events, respectively. 

The project site is located in Seismic Zone 4 according to the California Building Code (CBC) 
1998. This location implies a minimum horizontal acceleration of 0.4g for use in earthquake 
resistant design. Mualchin and Jones (1992) produced a map of maximum credible earthquake 
accelerations for California; their figure for the site indicates a horizontal acceleration of 0.5g. 

Ground Rupture 

Three fault systems can affect the project site: the northern extension of the Silver Creek Fault to 
the south, the San Andreas Fault to the southwest, and the Hayward Fault to the east, located 
approximately 5, 14, and 3 miles (8 km, 22 km, and 5 km) from the site, respectively. The 
northern extension of the Silver Creek Fault is an inferred fault with no reported recent 
(Holocene) activity and is not considered active. The active faults nearest to the project site are 
the Hayward Fault and San Andreas Fault. Surface rupture would likely occur immediately along 
the known trace of the Hayward Fault and San Andreas Fault, while severe shaking would occur 
at the project site. No known active faults cross the plant site or the water and natural gas 
pipelines and electric transmission line routes. 
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Ground FailureILiquefaction 

Liquefaction is a process by which water-saturated materials (including soil, sediment, and 
certain types of volcanic deposits) lose strength and may fail during strong ground shaking. 
Liquefaction is defined as "the transformation of a granular material from a solid state into a 
liquefied state as a consequence of increased pore-water pressure" (Youd, 1992). This behavior 
is most commonly induced by strong ground shaking associated with earthquakes. In some cases, 
a complete loss of strength occurs and catastrophic ground failure may result. However, 
liquefaction may happen where only limited strains develop, and ground surface deformations 
are much less serious. 

Sediments underlying the project site have a high liquefaction potential. The project site is 
located in a region designated as having a "high potential" for ground failure in the event of a 
major earthquake. This "high potential" is attributed to the seismic activity of the San Andreas 
Fault and Hayward Fault, the shallow depth to groundwater (between 5- and 10-feet bgs) in the 
bayshore zone, and the unconsolidated to weakly consolidated younger Bay mud beneath the 
transmission route generally. 

Subsidence and Settlement 

Land surface subsidence can be induced by both natur+ and human phenomena. Natural 
phenomena include: subsidence resulting from tectonic deformations and seismically induced 
settlements; soil subsidence due to consolidation, hydrocompaction, or rapid sedimentation; 
subsidence due to oxidation or dewatering of organic-rich soils, and subsidence related to 
subsurface cavities. Subsidence related to human activity includes subsurface fluid or sediment 
withdrawal. Underground mining may also cause subsidence, but that is not a factor at this 
locality. 

Seismic Seiches 

Due to the relative proximity of the project site to the Bay, there is a potential for the project 
facilities to be impacted by seismic seiches resulting from the occurrence of a major earthquake 
along the San Andreas Fault andfor Hayward Fault. Earthquakes may affect open bodies of water 
in two ways: by creating seismic sea waves and by creating seiches. Seismic sea waves (often 
called "tidal waves") are caused by abrupt ground movements (usually vertical) on the ocean 
floor in connection with a major earthquake. A rise of water of even two or three feet in the Bay 
due to a seismic sea wave, if coupled with a high tide and onshore wind, could do serious 
damage to near-to-sea level developments. A seiche is a sloshing of water in an enclosed basin 
such as the Bay. It is caused by earthquake motion; the sloshing can occur for a few minutes or 
several hours. Seiches could be damaging in the Bay in the event of a large earthquake combined 
with a high tide and onshore winds. 
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3.4.1.7 Geologic Resources 
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The production of salt by means of a solar process using evaporation ponds is the only mineral 
resource in the vicinity of the project. No other geologic resources such as mines or pits were 
identified in the vicinity of the project. 

Recreational geologic resources typically include rock or mineral collecting, volcanoes, surface 
hydrothermal features, and surface expression of geologic features unique enough to generate 
recreational interests of the general public (e.g., natural bridges, caves, features associated with 
glaciation, and geomorphic features such as waterfalls, cliffs, canyons, and badlands). There are 
no known recreational geologic resources associated with the proposed site. 

3.4.2 Environmental Consequences 

The potential environmental effects from construction and operation of the East Shore to San 
Mateo transmission line on geologic resources and risks to life and property from geologic 
hazards are presented in the following subsections. 

3.4.2.1 Significance Criteria 

The project would cause a significant adverse impact to geological resources if it would: 

Significantly reduce access to geological or mineral resources of economic importance. 

Present a significant risk of injury by exposing people or strpctures unnecessarily to the 
consequences of major geologic hazards such as large seismic events. 

Cause large-scale erosion or land subsidence. 

The potential for land subsidence, either seismically induced or by proposed building load 
factors will be further evaluated in a geotechnical investigation to be performed prior to the start 
of detailed design of the project facilities. 

3.4.2.2 Construction Phase Impacts 

Reconductoring the existing transmission towers and stringing the conductors will not require 
substantial grading or other disturbance to surface soils or geology. Reconductoring the 
transmission line is not expected to negatively impact mineral resources since there are no 
known mineral resources associated with these sites. The existing structures are constructed in 
accordance with Seismic Zone 4 requirements contained in the CBC. No large-scale erosion is 
anticipated. 

The pads for the transmission line towers are founded on piles or piers in unconsolidated 
deposits of fine sand, silt and silty clay (Qyfo and Qyf). The tower pads were designed and 
constructed in accordance with CBC, Seismic Zone 4 requirements and are designed to withstand 
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3.5 HAZARDOUS MATERIALS HANDLING 

This section presents an evaluation of potential impacts to human health and the environment 
from the storage and use of hazardous materials in conjunction with reconductoring the East 
Shore to San Mateo transmission line. A full description of the project is presented in Section 2. 

Section 3.5.1 describes the existing environment that the project may affect. Section 3.5.2 
identifies potential impacts on the environment and human health from development of the 
project. Section 3.5.3 presents proposed mitigation measures. 

3.5.1 Affected Environment 

The project site is located within the cities of Hayward, Foster City, and San Mateo. Land use in 
the vicinity of the transmission line route is primarily industrial or commercial. 

Acutely hazardous materials as defined under California's La Follette Bill (California Health and 
Safety Code 2553 1 et seq.) will not be used during reconductoring of the transmission line. 

3.5.2 Environmental Consequences 

Hazardous materials used during reconductoring of the transmission line will include gasoline, 
diesel fuel, motor oil, hydraulic fluid and certain solvents. No acutely hazardous materials will 
be used or stored on-site during construction. There are no feasible alternatives to motor fuels 
and oils for operating construction equipment. 

The most likely incidents involving these hazardous materials would be associated with minor 
spills or drips. Impacts from such incidents will be mitigated by thoroughly cleaning up minor 
spills as soon as they occur. In the case of a large spill of hazardous material, any contaminated 
soil will be excavated and stored in drums or roll-off bins for off-site disposal as a hazardous 
waste. 

3.5.3 Mitigation Measures 

The following subsections describe measures that will be implemented during both the 
construction and operating phases of the project to mitigate the risk in handling hazardous 
matkals, particularly the risk of inadvertent spills or leaks that might pose a hazard to human 
health or the environment. 

3.5.3.1 Construction Phase 

During construction, hazardous materials stored on construction vehicles will be limited to small 
quantities of solvents, cleaners, sealants, lubricants, and 5-gallon emergency fuel containers. 
Solvents, cleaners, sealants, and lubricants will be handled per the mkufacturer's directions, and 
replenished as needed. The emergency fuel containers will be Department of Transportation 
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(DOT) approved 5-gallon safety containers secured to the construction equipment. The 
emergency fuel will be used when regular vehicle fueling is unavailable. 

Fuel, oil, and hydraulic fluids will be transferred directly from a service truck to construction 
equipment tanks and will not otherwise be stored on-site. Fueling will be performed by 
designated, trained service personnel either prior to the start of the work day or at completion of 
the work day. Service personnel and construction contractors will follow standard operating 
procedures (SOPs) for filling and servicing construction equipment and vehicles. The SOPs are 
designed to reduce the potential for incidents involving the hazardous materials and include: 

Refueling and maintenance of vehicles and equipment will occur only in designated areas 
that are either bermed or covered with concrete or asphalt to control potential spills. 

Vehicle and equipment service and maintenance will be conducted only by authorized 
personnel. 

Refueling will only be conducted with approved pumps, hoses, and nozzles. 

Catch-pans will be placed under equipment to catch potential spills during servicing. 

All disconnected hoses will be placed in containers to collect residual liquids in the hose. 

Vehicle engines will be shut down during refueling. 

No smoking, open flames, or welding will be allowed in refueling or service areas. 

When refueling is completed, the service truck will leave the project site. 

Service trucks will be provided with fire extinguishers and spill containment equipment, 

such as adsorbents. 

In the event a spill contaminates soil, the soil will be containerized and disposed of as a 
hazardous waste. 

All containers used to store hazardous materials will be inspected at a minimum of once 
per week for signs of leaking or failure. All maintenance and refueling areas will be 
inspected monthly. Results of inspections will be recorded in a log book which will be 
maintained on-site. 

Small spills will be contained and cleaned up immediately by trained, on-site personnel. Larger 
spills will be reported via emergency phone numbers to obtain help from off-site containment 
and clean up crews. All personnel working on the project during the construction phase will be 
trained in handling hazardous materials and the danger associated with hazardous materials. 

An on-site health and safety person will be designated to implement health and safety guidelines 
and contact emergency response personnel and the local hospital, if necessary. Material Safety 
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Data Sheets (MSDSs) for each on-site chemical will be maintained. Employees will be made 
aware of the chemicals and the location of MSDS sheets. 

3.5.3.2 Hazardous Materials Plans 

Hazardous materials handling and storage, and training in the handling of hazardous materials, 
will be set forth in more detail in hazardous materials plans that will be developed. 

Hazardous Materials Business Plan 

An HMBP is required by the California Code of Regulations (Title 19) and the Health and Safety 
Code (Section 25504). These plans will include an inventory and location map of hazardous 
materials on-site and an emergency response plan for hazardous materials incidents. The topics 
to be covered in the plans are: 

Facility Identification 

Emergency Contacts 

Inventory Information (for every hazardous material) 

MSDS for every hazardous material 

Site Map 

Emergency Notification Data 

Procedures to Control Actual or Threatened Releases 

Emergency Response Procedures 

Training Procedures 

Certification 

Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasure Plan 

Federal and State of California regulations require a Spill Prevention Control and 
Countermeasure (SPCC) plan if petroleum products above certain quantities are stored in 
aboveground storage tanks (ASTs). Both federal and state laws apply only to petroleum products 
that might be discharged to navigable waters. If quantities equal to or greater than 660 gallons 
for a single tank, or equal to or greater than 1,320 gallons total are stored, a SPCC must be 
prepared. The key elements of a SPCC are: 

Name, location, and telephone number of the facility 

Spill record of the facility and lessons learned 

Analysis of the facility, including: 

- A description of the facilities and engineering calculations 

- A map of the site 
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- Storage tanks and containment areas 

- Fuel transfer and storage and facility drainage 

- Prediction and prevention of potential spills 

Spill response procedures 

Agency notification 

Personnel training and spill prevention 

3.5.3.3 Monitoring 

An extensive monitoring program will not be required because environmental effects during the 
construction and operation phases of the facility are expected to be minimal. However, sufficient 
monitoring will be performed during both phases to ensure that the proposed mitigation measures 
are complied with and that they are effective in mitigating any potential environmental effects. 

Visual monitoring during construction and operation will be performed to determine compliance 
with and the effectiveness of the proposed mitigation measures. Written records of all monitoring 
events will be kept, including observations, actions taken, persons involved, and any 
recommendations. 
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3.6 LANDUSE 

This section provides a discussion of land use along the East Shore to San Mateo transmission 
line in order to assess the potential effects of project construction and operation on land use. This 
section describes land uses and discusses potential environmental effects as they relate to land 
use compatibility and development, including cumulative impacts and mitigation measures for 
any impacts determined to be significant. 

3.6.1 Affected Environment 

3.6.1.1 Land Use Adjacent to the Proposed Electric Transmission Line Route 

The East Shore to San Mateo transmission line route begins at the East Shore Substation within 
an area that is zoned Industrial by the City of Hayward. The land uses in this area include low- 
rise commercial office buildings, light industrial, and warehousing and distribution uses. At 
angle tower 1 40.35), the line enters and area of open space that is currently unused, and was 
formerly used for salt evaporation ponds. This area is classified as Open Space in the City of 
Hayward zoning ordinance. 

Between mileposts 2.0 and 9.0, the transmission line crosses San Francisco Bay adjacent to the 
Hayward-San Mateo Bridge. Having angled southwest across the last two miles of the bridge, 
the line turns west. From a tower at the western bridge approach that is located in an open, 
utility area that is next to a Foster City residential zone, the line crosses over State Route 92 and 
enters Foster City's industrial zone. Between mileposts 9.0 and 10.7, the line angles its way 
through the back lots and parking lots of a commercial, light industrial, and warehousing district. 
At milepost 10.0, it joints three other transmission lines, running in tandem west-northwest and 
then northwest to the San Mateo Substation. 

After passing through a large parking lot, the line crosses an undeveloped shoreline park at 
milepost 10.4. From there, it crosses the shoreline levee, enters the City of San Mateo, and 
crosses the small embayment at the estuary of ~ e d l  Slough. From this point, the line runs in 
undeveloped or partial developed shoreline park open space at the margins of San Francisco Bay 
to the substation. Adjacent land uses include older residential neighborhoods for this part of the 
route. A closed landfill lies to the northeast of the line between mileposts 1 1.1 and 1 1.5. 

3.6.2 Environmental Consequences 

Impacts to land use were evaluated by comparing project characteristics with the regional and 
local land use environment. 
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3.6.2.1 , Significance Criteria 

The criteria used in determining whether project-related land use impacts are significant are 
based on those presented in the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines, 
Appendix G. An impact is determined to be significant if it: 

Physically divides an established community; 

Conflicts with any applicable land use plans, policies, or regulations of an agency with 
jurisdiction over the Project (including, but not limited to the general plan, specific plan, 
or zoning ordinance) adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an environmental 

effect; 

Conflicts with any applicable habitat conservation plan or natural communities 
conservation plan. 

3.6.2.2 Potential Effects on Land Use 

This section discusses the reconductoring project's effects on land use, in general, followed by 
specific discussions of potential effects on land use. 

The reconductoring project utilizes existing transmission towers in an established utility corridor 
and will conform to all applicable regulations and plan goals of the City of Hayward, Foster City 
and the City of San Mateo. 

The project uses an existing electrical transmission line route that currently runs through 
incorporated areas of Hayward, Foster City and San Mateo. The proposed electrical 
transmission line is consistent with all applicable land use plans (including city general plans and 
city zoning ordinances) and does not conflict with any applicable habitat conservation plans or 
natural communities plans. Since the proposed electrical transmission line route and all of the 
transmission towers are pre-existing, it will not have the capacity to create additional long-term 
impacts to the current surrounding land uses. Any impacts to land use would be isolated and 
short-term while construction crews re-conductor the existing transmission lines. The 
reconductoring of the electric transmission line would require the temporary stockpiling of 
materials and equipment in approved areas along the pre-existing right of way. 

Reconductoring activities will require access to the transmission line right of way by 
construction vehicles and equipment. Where practical existing travel ways will be utilized; 
however, vehicle access may require the improvement or installation of new roads. Any 
improvements generally would be limited in such a way that minimizes impacts. 

Existing land uses will be protected and any impacts to land use would be short term as 
equipment travel and reconductoring activities will be limited to the pre-existing utility right of 
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way. Any land improvements will be protected and any damage would be repaired immediately 
to the satisfaction of the owner or land manager. 

3.6.2.3 Cumulative Impacts 

Since the reconductoring project will not cause significant land use impacts, it will not contribute 
to any significant cumulative impacts on land use. 

3.6.3 Mitigation Measures 

There are no significant land use impacts related to the electrical transmission line route and 
mitigation measures are not warranted. 
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3.7 NOISE 

This section presents an assessment of potential noise effects related to reconductoring the East 
Shore to San Mateo transmission line. This assessment includes an evaluation of the potential 
effects on sensitive receptors. 

3.7.1 Affected Environment 

The surrounding land uses along the transmission line route include industrial land, open areas of 
the bay, and commerciaYindustrial areas along the shoreline. The primary source of noise in the 
area is traffic on major routes such as the San Mateo Bridge and Route 101, and local roads. A 
high percentage of the traffic noise is from heavy trucks and high volume passenger traffic. 
IndustriaYcommercial noises are secondary sources in more urban areas. 

Sensitive receptors within one mile of the route are identified in Table 3.7-1, below. 

Table 3.7-1. Sensitive receptors within one mile of the transmission line. 

Name I Address I city 

I Elementary & Junior High Schools I 
I Alameda County 

( Brenkwitz School 1 22 100 Princeton St I Hayward I 
Elementary School 

Lea's Christian School 

I Bayside Middle School 1 2025 Kehoe Ave. I SanMateo I 

Ochoa Intermediate School 

I Foster City Reading Institute 

2 1 84 Thayer Ave 

26236 Adrian Ave 

1 1291 E. Hillsdale Blvd. I Foster City 1 

Hayward 

Hayward -1 
San Mateo County 

2121 Depot Rd 

I Kids Connection Elementary 1 1970 Beach Park Blvd. I San Mateo I 

Hayward 

1 Parkside Elementary School 1 1685 Eisenhower St. 1 San Mateo I 

1 Day Care Centers I 

North Shoreview Elementary 

St. Timothy's Catholic School 

I Children's Choice 1 185WHarderRd I Hayward I 

1301 Cypress Ave. 

1515 Dolan Ave. 

Alameda County 
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3.7.2 Environmental lmpacts 

Noise will be produced temporarily along the transmission line rights-of-way during 
reconductoring by construction-type activities. All noise-causing activities will take place between 
7 a.m. and 5 p.m. on week days, and standard noise reduction devices will be used to reduce 
equipment noise. Potential noise impacts and compliance with standards have been assessed and 
compared with applicable criteria to determine the potential for significant noise impacts. 

3.7.2.1 Construction lmpacts 

For construction projects generally, noise will be produced at varying levels depending upon the 
construction phase. All activities will take place outside of nighttime hours to avoid impacts to 
sensitive nighttime receptors. Both the Environmental Protection Agency Office of Noise 
Abatement and Control and the Empire State Electric Energy Research Company have 
extensively studied noise from individual pieces of construction equipment as well as from I 

construction sites of various types of facilities (EPA 1971; Barnes et al. 1976). Since specific 
information on types, quantities, and operating schedules of construction equipment is not 
available for the project at this point, information from these documents for similar sized 
industrial projects will be used. Use of this data, which is between 24 and 29 years old, is 
conservative since the evolution of construction equipment is toward quieter designs as the 
country becomes more urbanized and the population becomes more aware of the adverse effects 
of noise. 

The noisiest equipment types generally operating at a site during each phase of construction are 
presented in Table 3.7-2. The composite average or equivalent site noise level, representing noise 
from all equipment, is also presented in this table for each phase. The highest level of any 
individual piece of equipment is 98 dBA for a rock drill. However, the use of rock drills will not 
be necessary. Heavy trucks operating at maximum engine speed are the second loudest 
equipment items at 91 dBA. 

Reconductoring work at each of the pull and tensioning sites will be short term, usually less than 
one week at any site. Noise levels will be similar to heavy trucks at maximum engine speed. 
Because the transmission line right-of-way is generally located adjacent to roadways with high 
traffic noise levels, project impacts are expected to be insignificant. The sensitive receptors 
identified in Table 3.7-1 are all located more than 300 feet from any of the pull and tensioning 
sites. Most are separated from these sites by high traffic roadways with high ambient noise levels 
and the project is not expected to have significant impacts to these receptors. 
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Table 3.7-2. Construction equipment and composite site noise levels. 

Construction Loudest Construction Equipment Noise Level Composite Site Noise 
Phase Equipment at 50 feet (dBA) Level at 50 feet (dBA) 

Site Clearing and Excavation Dump Truck 
Backhoe 

Concrete Pouring 

Steel Erection 

Mechanical 

Clean-Up 

Truck 
Concrete Mixer 

Demck Crane 
Jack Hammer 

Demck Crane 
Pneumatic Tools 

Rock Drill 
Truck 

Source: USEPA 197 1, Barnes, et al., 1976. 

3.7.2.2 Operational Impacts 

After the transmission lines are re-conductored, there will be no change in existing noise levels 
in the project area due to operation of the transmission line. 

3.7.3 Mitigetion Measures 

Although noise impacts are expected to be insignificant, a complaint resolution procedure 
presented in the following paragraphs will provide an efficient and effective means of receiving 
and resolving any noise complaints. An outline sample form for the procedure is provided in 
Figure 3.7-1. Any noise complaints received will be entered in a "Noise Complaint Logbook. 
The date, time, name, address, and telephone number of complainant, nature of the complaint 
and name of person receiving the call will be recorded. The logbook entries will be chronological 
in order and provide evidence that a complaint was received. The caller will then be transferred 
to a construction supervisor who will obtain a thorough understanding of the complaint so that 
appropriate action can be taken. The resolution procedure will be explained to the caller and the 
caller will be provided assurance that the problem will be investigated in a timely manner and 
corrected to the fullest extent practicable. Information from the logbook will be recorded on a 
blank "Noise Complaint Resolution" form presented below. This form provides additional space 
for a description of the problem and measures taken to resolve the problem. These loose-leaf 
preprinted forms will be kept in a three-ring binder. 

The supervisor or designee will investigate the reported noise problem. The offending equipment 
or activity will be identified and noise levels documented by taking near- and far-field 
measurements prior to applying any treatment. Near-field noise levels will be taken at a distance 
of 3 feet from the equipment and far-field measurements will be taken at the complainant's 
property. Appropriate treatment to reduce or eliminate the noise will be evaluated and, after 
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Figure 3.7-1. Noise complaint resolution form. 

NOISE COMPLAINT RESOLUTION FORM 

Complainant's name and address: 

Date complaint received: 

Time complaint received: 

Nature of noise complaint: I 
Definition of problem after investigation by plant personnel: I 

I Initial noise levels at 3 feet: dBA I 
I Initial noise levels at the complainant's property: dB A I 1 Final noise levels at 3 feet: dBA I 

Final noise levels at the complainant's property:. dBA 

Description of corrective measures taken: 

Approximate installed cost of corrective measures: 

I Date installation completed: I I Date first letter sent to complainant: (copy attached) I 
Date final letter sent to complainant: (copy attached) 

This information is certified to be correct: 

I Construction Superintendent's Signature I 
I I 
(Attach additional pages and supporting documentation, as required.) 

application of the treatment, additional noise measurements will be taken at the same locations to 
document the improved condition. 

To the extent practicable, full resolution of small problems will be corrected through a minimal 
change in procedure or by application of noise control materials costing less than $2000, 
including installation. After the correction has been fully implemented and reduced noise levels 

documented, a second letter will be sent to the complainant explaining that the problem has been 
corrected. 

In a situation where the complaint does not appear to be justified, as based on measured levels or 
other criteria, or where the supervisor believes the problem to be corrected but the complainant is 
not satisfied, additional recourse measures will be provided to the complainant. These will 
include the name and telephone number of the appropriate noise code enforcement official 
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responsible for ensuring compliance with conditions of certification of the Project. The Noise 
Complaint Logbook, the loose-leaf book of noise forms, copies of letters sent to complainants 
and any other material documenting changes in procedure or installation of noise control 
materials will be made available to the officials, as requested. 

3.7.4 Cumulative Impacts 

Temporary increases in noise levels above existing ambient levels during reconductoring will not 
be noticeable beyond areas immediately adjacent to the rights-of-way. Thus, direct cumulative 
impacts with other projects will only occur if the other new projects are located within this 
distance of the site and take place at the same time. No similar projects are known to be planned 
in the area during that time period and so no direct cumulative noise impacts will occur. 

No significant cumulative noise impacts are anticipated. Thus, no mitigation measures are 
proposed. 

3.7.5 References 

Barnes, J.D., L.N. Miller, and E.W. Wood. 1976. Prediction of Noise from Power Plant 
Construction. Bolt Beranek and Newman, Inc., Cambridge, Massachusetts. Prepared for Empire 
State Electric Energy Research Corporation, Schenectady, New York. 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA). 1971. Noise from Construction Equipment 
and Operations, US Building Equipment, and Home Appliances. Prepared by Bolt Beranek and 
Newman for USEPA Office of Noise Abatement and Control, Washington, DC. 
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3.8 PALEONTOLOGICAL RESOURCES 

Paleontological resources (fossils) are the remains or traces of prehistoric animals and plants. 
This section assesses the potential that earth-moving associated with reconductoring the East 
Shore to San Mateo transmission line would impact scientifically important fossil remains. 

Section 3.8.1 discusses the existing environmental setting. Section 3.8.2 discusses the 
environmental effects of construction and subsequent operation. Section 3.8.3 includes any 
proposed mitigation measures during construction and operation. Section 3.8.4 contains a list of 
references cited. 

3.8.1 Affected Environment 

3.8.1 .I Geographic Location and Physiographic Environment 

The project area is located along the gently sloping shores of San Francisco Bay (Bay), which is 
centrally located within the Coast Ranges Physiographic Province, in west-central California. 
The Bay fills a north-northwest-trending structural depression in the central Coast Ranges and 
lies between the San Andreas Fault, to the southwest, and the Hayward Fault, to the northeast. 

The project area on the east and west shores of the Bay consists of a gently sloping alluvial fan 
and floodplain with an average elevation of only 10 to 15 feet above mean sea level (msl). The 
low alluvial fan and flood basins surrounding the Bay have frequently been referred to as the Bay 
plain (Robinson 1956). Technically, however, the Bay plain, as defined by Finlayson et al. 
(1967), is "that area surrounding San Francisco Bay which has an elevation between lower low . 

tide and higher high tide." In other words, the Bay plain is intertidal and distinct from adjacent 
areas of higher relief which are not affected by tides. 

There are two major physiographic units in the immediate project area: tidally influenced Bay 
plain, and the adjacent non-tidally influenced alluvial fans. Small intermittent streams that empty 
into tidal sloughs drain the gently sloping alluvial fan 

3.8.1.2 Regional Geologic Setting 

Project facilities will encounter one major geological formation: the Late Pleistocene-Early 
Holocene Temescal Formation. The transmission line route is located on unconsolidated, 
Holocene-age alluvial fan deposits, equivalent to Lawson's (1914) Temescal Formation, 
although that formation also includes Recent Bay mud and "salt-marsh deposits" (see also Trask 
and Rolston 1951, Atwater et al. 1977). Older, Pleistocene-aged alluvial fan and mud deposits 
called Alameda Formation underlay the Temescal formation at the project site, beginning at a 
depth of approximately 12- 15 feet (see Atwater et al. 1977). 
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3.8.1.3 Paleontological Resources 

Mammalian fossils have been the most helpful in determining the relative age of the alluvial fan 
and Bay plain sedimentary deposits (Louderback 1951, Savage 1951). The m h a l i a n  
inhabitants of the late Pleistocene and Holocene alluvial fan and floodplain included horses, 

mastodons, camels, ground sloths, and pronghorns. 

Surveys of Late Cenozoic land mammal fossils have been provided by Hay (1927), Stirton 
(1939), Savage (1951), and Jefferson (1991b). On the basis of his survey of vertebrate fauna 
from the non-marine Late Cenozoic deposits of the San Francisco Bay region, Savage (1951) 
concluded that only two divisions of Pleistocene time could be recognized in the San Francisco 
Bay region. He named the earlier Pleistocene fauna the Irvingtonian and the later Pleistocene and 
Holocene fauna the Rancholabrean. The age of the later Pleistocene, Rancholabrean fauna was 
based on the presence of bison and on the presence of many mammalian species which are 
inhabitants of the same area today. In addition to bison, larger land mammals identified as part of 
the Rancholabrean fauna include -mammoths, mastodons, camels, horses, and ground sloths. 

Temescal Formation. Remains of land mammals have been found at a number of localities in 
younger alluvial deposits referable to the Temescal Formation (Hay 1927, Louderback 195 1, 
Savage 195 1; Jefferson 199 1 b). Jefferson (199 la,b) compiled a database of California Late 
Pleistocene (Rancholabrean North American Land Mammal Age) vertebrate fossils from 
published records, technical reports, unpublished manuscripts, information from colleagues, and 
inspection of museum paleontological collections at over 40 public and private institutions. He 
lists more than 50 individual sites in Alameda County that have yielded Rancholabrean 
vertebrate fossils, including several localities near the project area, studied by the University of 
California Museum of Paleontology (UCMP) in Berkeley, California. These fossils would 
presumably all be referable to the Temescal Formation. In addition to UCMP localities, Jefferson 
(1991a, b) lists fossils localities from the Yale Peabody Museum, Chicago Field Museum of 
Natural History, and the U. S. National Museum. 

The occurrence of previously recorded fossil sites near the project area suggests that there is a 
potential for uncovering additional similar fossil remains during earth-moving activities related 
to construction of those areas of the project underlain by sediments of the Temescal Formation. 

Alameda Formation. When naming the Alameda Formation, Lawson (1914) noted that this unit 
contained "marine shells". Trask and Rolston (1951) noted the presence of "plant fragments" in 

several horizons, particularly in the upper portions of the Alameda Formation. Atwater et al. 
(1977) reported sparse mollusks, foraminifers, ostracodes, and diatoms from boreholes in San 

Francisco Bay. 
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The Alameda Formation underlies the Alameda County portion of the transmission line and is 
lies at a depth of approximately 12-15 feet. Marine fossils have been reported from boreholes in 

San Francisco Bay. 

3.8.2 Environmental Consequences 

The potential environmental effects from reconductoring the East Shore to San Mateo 
transmission lines on paleontological resources are presented in the following subsections. 

3.8.2.1 Significance Criteria 

Appendix G of California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) addresses significance criteria 
with respect to paleontological resources (Public Resources Code Sections 21000 et seq.). 
Appendix G(V)(c) asks if the project will "directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological 
resource or site or unique geologic feature." 

Using both the criteria of the SVP (1995) and CEQA, outlined above, the significance of the 
potential adverse impacts of earth moving on the paleontological resources of each stratigraphic 
unit exposed in the project site construction zone was assessed. This assessment reflects the 
paleontological importance and impact sensitivity of the stratigraphic unit. 

3.8.2.2 Construction 

The proposed reconductoring of electrical transmission lines will take place in areas containing 
potentially fossiliferous rock units. However, since reconductoring takes place above the ground, 
there is no possibility this work could encounter paleontological resources. 

Reconductoring of electrical transmission lines may involve limited ground-disturbing activities 
such as grading of laydown, pulling or deadend sites. These excavations are not expected to 
penetrate greater than 10 feet below the surface and would not be expected to encounter 
significant paleontological resources. 

3.8.2.3 Operation 

Operation of the electrical transmission lines will not cause any ground disturbance, and 
therefore will not affect paleontological resources. 

3.8.2.4 Cumulative Impacts 

If paleontological resources were encountered during project-related ground disturbance, the 
potential cumulative effect on paleontological resources would be low, as long as the mitigation 
measures proposed below in Section 3.8.4 are implemented to recover the resources. When 
properly implemented, these mitigation measures would effectively recover the scientific value 
of significant fossils encountered during transmission line reconductoring. Thus, the proposed 
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project will not cause or contribute to significant cumulative impacts to paleontological 
resources. 

3.8.3 Proposed Mitigation Measures 

If the final project design includes excavation or grading to a depth of more than 6 feet, 
construction personnel involved with earth-moving activities will be informed of the possibility 
of encountering fossils, and trained in identification of fossils and proper notification procedures. 
This worker training will be prepared and presented by the project paleontologist. The trained 
construction personnel will monitor earth-moving construction activities where this activity will 
disturb previously undisturbed sediment. Monitoring will not take place in areas where the 
ground has been previously disturbed, in areas underlain by artificial fill, or in areas where 
exposed sediment will be buried but not otherwise disturbed. 

Implementation of this mitigation measure will reduce the potentially significant adverse 
environmental impact of project earth-moving activities on paleontological resources to an 
insignificant level. 
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3.9 PUBLIC HEALTH 

This section presents an assessment of the potential impacts and public exposure associated with 
airborne emissions from the construction and operation of the reconductored East Shore to San 
Mateo transmission line. 

Air is the dominant pathway for public exposure to project emissions. Emissions to the air will 
consist primarily of combustion by-products produced by construction vehicles. 

3.9.1 Affected Environment 

The proposed reconductoring will be located in the cities of Hayward, Foster City, and San 
Mateo. Surrounding land uses are described in Section 3.6, Land Use. The nearest residences are 
located approximately 100 feet from the project route. 

Sensitive receptors are defined as groups of individuals that may be more susceptible to health 
risks due to chemical exposure. Schools (public and private), day care facilities, convalescent 
homes, and hospitals are of particular concern. The nearest sensitive receptors within one mile of 
the transmission line route are listed in Table 3.9-1, below. 

Table 3.9-1. Sensitive rece~tors within one mile of the transmission line. 
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Brenkwitz School 
Eden Gardens Elementary School 
Lea's Christian School 
Ochoa Intermediate School 

22100 Princeton St 
2 1 84 Thayer Ave 
26236 Adrian Ave 
2121 Depot Rd 

Hayward 
Hayward 
Hayward 
Hayward 

San Mateo Countv 
Bayside Middle School 
Foster City Reading Institute 
Kids Connection Elementary 
Parkside Elementary School 
North Shoreview Elementary 
St. Timothy's Catholic School 

2025 Kehoe Ave. 
1291 E. Hillsdale Blvd. 
1970 Beach Park Blvd. 
1685 Eisenhower St. 
1301 Cypress Ave. 
15 15 Dolan Ave. 

San Mateo 
Foster City 
San Mateo 
San Mateo 
San Mateo 
San Mateo 

Dav Care Centers 
Alameda Countv 

Hayward 
Hayward 

Debbie's Daycare 
Children's Choice 

2664 Hawthorne Ave 
185 W Harder Rd 



3.9.1 .I Construction Phase lmpacts 

The construction phase of the transmission line reconductoring is expected to take approximately 
5 months. At the individual pull and tensioning sites, construction will usually be lost less than 
one week. No significant public health effects are expected during the construction phase. Strict 
construction practices that incorporate safety and compliance with applicable laws, ordinances, 
regulations, and standards (LORS) will be followed. In addition, mitigation measures to reduce 
air emissions from construction impacts will be implemented as described in Section 2. 

Typical conductor stringing crews require 15 to 20 workers, which include foremen, equipment 
operators, general laborers, environmental monitors and inspectors. Each cable stringing 
operation requires three to five pieces of equipment and support vehicles. Construction-related 
emissions are temporary and localized, resulting in no long-term impacts to the public. 

Emissions due to the construction phase of the RCEC project and linear facilities have been 
estimated, including an assessment of emissions from vehicle and equipment exhaust and the 
fugitive dust generated from material handling. A dispersion modeling analysis was conducted 
based on these emissions. With the exception of the maximum modeled one-hour NO2 and 
24-hour PMlo concentrations, the results of the analysis indicate that the maximum construction 
impacts will be below the state and federal standards for all the criteria pollutants emitted. 
Exclusion of the background values results in construction impacts which will not exceed state 
and federal air quality standards. The best available emission control techniques will be used. 
The RCEC construction site impacts are not unusual in comparison to most construction sites; 
construction sites that use good dust suppression techniques and low-emitting vehicles typically 
do not cause violations of air quality standards. The reconductoring project will add only three to 
five pieces of equipment and impacts to air quality not operated to be significant. 

Small quantities of hazardous waste may be generated during the construction phase of the 
project. Hazardous waste management plans will be in place so the potential for public exposure 
is minimal. Refer to Section 3.14 (Waste Management) for more information. No acutely 
hazardous materials will be used or stored on-site during construction (see Section 3.5, 
Hazardous Materials Handling). To ensure worker safety during construction, safe work 
practices will be followed (see Section 3.16, Worker Safety). 

3.9.1.2 Operational Phase lmpacts 

Operation and maintenance of the reconductored transmission line will not result in significant 
emissions or other impacts to air quality. 
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3.9.2 Mitigation Measures 

3.9.2.1 Construction Emission 

The following mitigation measures are proposed to control exhaust emissions from the diesel 
heavy equipment used during construction of the project: 

Operational measures, such as limiting engine idling time and shutting down equipment 

when not in use; 

Regular preventive maintenance to prevent emission increases due to engine problems; 

Use of low sulfur and low aromatic fuel meeting California standards for motor vehicle 
diesel fuel; and 

Use of low-emitting diesel engines meeting federal emissions standards for construction 

equipment if available. 

The following mitigation measures are proposed to control fugitive dust emissions during 

construction of the project: 

Use either water application or chemical dust suppressant application to control dust 

emissions from unpaved surface travel and unpaved parking areas; 

Use vacuum sweeping and/or water flushing of paved road surface to remove buildup of 
loose material to control dust emissions from travel on the paved access road (including 
adjacent public streets impacted by construction activities) and paved parking areas; 

Cover all trucks hauling soil, sand, and other loose materials, or require all trucks to 
maintain at least two feet of freeboard; 

Limit traffic speeds on unpaved surfaces to 25 mph; 

Install sandbags or other erosion control measures to prevent silt runoff to roadways; 

Re-plant vegetation in disturbed areas as quickly as possible; 

As needed, use gravel pads along with wheel washers or wash tires of all trucks exiting 
construction site that carry track-out dirt from unpaved surfaces; and 

Mitigate fugitive dust emissions from wind erosion of areas disturbed from construction 

activities (including storage piles) by application of either water or chemical dust 
suppressant andlor use of wind breaks. 

a-3 
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3.1 0 SOCIOECONOMICS 

This section provides a discussion of the potential socioeconomic effects of the construction and 
operation of the East Shore to San Mateo transmission line reconductoring project. 

3.1 0.1 Affected Environment 

The project site is located within the cities of Hayward, Foster City, and San Mateo which have a 
combined population of approximately 242,000. These cities are part of the greater San 
Francisco Bay area with a population of several million. 

3.1 0.2 Environmental Consequences 

3.1 0.2.1 Significance Criteria 

Potential socioeconomic impacts can include effects on a community's population, economic 
base, employment, housing, and public services and facilities, including water supplies, waste 
water treatment facilities, fire and police services, and school facilities. CEQA clarifies that an 
"economic or social change by itself shall not be considered a significant effect on the 
environment." Rather, a "social or economic change related to a physical change may be 
considered in determining whether the physical change is significant (Title 14 California Code of 
Regulations 5 15382). CEQA guidelines (Title 14 California Code of Regulations 5 15000 et. 
Seq. Appendix B XU, XIII, X N )  explain that a significant socioeconomic effect may exist if a 
project would: 

Induce substantial growth or concentration of population, either directly or indirectly 

Displace substantial numbers of existing housing, necessitating the construction of 
replacement housing elsewhere 

Displace substantial numbers of people, necessitating the construction of housing 
elsewhere 

Disrupt or divide the physical arrangement of an established community 

Result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the provision of new or 
physically altered governmental facilities, the construction of which could cause 
significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, 
response times or other performance objectives for any of the following: fire protection, 
police protection, schools, parks, or other public facilities 

Increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or other recreational 
facilities such that substantial physical deterioration of the facility would occur or be 

accelerated 

Does the project include recreational facilities or require the construction of expansion of 
recreational facilities that might have an adverse physical effect on the environment. 
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Senate Bill 28 (approved by Governor Gray Davis and filed with the Secretary of State on May 
22,2001) adds new subsection (0 to California Public Resources Code 9 255 14 setting the 
following additional requirement: 

. . . whether increased property taxes due to the construction of the project are sufficient to 
support needed local improvements and public services required to serve the project. 

3.1 0.2.2 Workforce 

Actual reconductoring will take place over a maximum of five months. Primary trades in demand 
will include primarily electricians and others as presented in the Table 3.10-1. Maximum 
reconductoring personnel requirements for up to five months of construction will be 
approximately 95 person-months. 

Table 3.10-1. Transmission line reconductoring workforce. 

Person- 
Construction Task Number of workers Duration (months) Months 

Dolly hanging 4 5 20 

Wire pulling 4 5 20 

Wire tensioning 4 5 20 

Wire sagging and clipping 4 5 20 

Material deliveries 3 5 15 

Total 19 5 95 

The proposed project will provide up to 5 months of short-term job opportunities for 
approximately 19 electrical transmission line workers. The construction workforce requirement 
of 19 workers represents a negligible portion of the construction labor pool in the greater San 
Francisco Bay area. 

The proposed project workforce will not significantly affect employment or the economy. 

3.10.2.3 Impacts on Fiscal Resources 

The total construction cost of the proposed facility is estimated to be between $15 and $20 
million dollars, with approximately $1.0 million dollars of this total paid out as wages and 

salaries, including benefits (estimated using $60.00/hr).-A portion of the wages and salaries paid 
to construction workers will be spent locally generating expenditures in local industries and 
additional income in the local economy. This is known as the multiplier effect. Wages and 

salaries paid to construction workers would generate an estimated $1.59 million dollars in total 
income in the local and regional economy (based on an income multiplier of 1.59). 

Russell City Energy Center AFC (01-AFC-07) 3-62 East Shore to San Matw Reconductoring 
05106102 CEQA Analysis 



Local products subject to County taxes will be purchased during the construction process. An 
estimated $0.5 to $1 million will be purchased from local suppliers during project construction. 
Local expenditures of $1 million would, therefore, generate total tax revenues of $80,000. 

3.1 0.3 Mitigation Measures 

No significant adverse impacts to s~cioeconornic resources were identified; therefore, no 
mitigation measures are proposed. Overall, the Project is expected to have a positive 

socioeconomic effect. 

r 
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3.1 1 SOILS AND AGRICULTURE 

This section presents an evaluation of the potential environmental effects from reconductoring 
and operation of the East Shore to San Mateo transmission line on soils and agriculture. 

3.1 1 .I Affected Environment 

3.1 1.1.1 Soil Resources 

Identification of soil types and their distribution was accomplished primarily through a review of 
maps provided by the U.S. Soil Conservation Service (now called the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service [NRCS]). The soil map units associated with the transmission line are 
listed in Table 3.1 1-1. Table 3.1 1-2 provides a detailed summary of the physical and chemical 
characteristics of each soil type identified from the project site. This information was obtained 
from the Soil Survey of Alameda County, California, Western Part (SCS 1981), and Soil Survey 
of San Mateo County, California, Eastern Part (SCS 1982). 

Table 3.1 1-1. Soil mapping unit identified by county. 

Project cornpone; Soil Mapping Unit 

Alameda County 1 1  1 - Danville silty clay loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes 
137 - Reyes clay 
138 - Reyes clay, ponded 
154 -Willows clay, drained - 

San Mateo 125 - Pits and dumps 

134 - Urban land - orthents, reclaimed complex, 
0 to 2 percent slopes 

3.1 1.1.2 Agricultural Resources 

The cities of Hayward, Foster City, and San Mateo do not have agriculture land uses. Local 
agricultural uses in the Tri-City area (Union City, Newark, Fremont) to the south include 
livestock grazing, and cultivation of pumpkins, squash, and cold weather crops (broccoli, lettuce, 
and cauliflower). None of these agricultural areas are located near the project facilities. 

There are no agricultural uses near the construction laydown and worker parking areas. 

3.1 1.2 Enviror~rnental Consequences 

The following subsections describe the probable environmental effects on agricultural production 
and soils during the construction and operational phases of the project. 
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Table 3.1 1-2. Soil mapping unit descriptions. 

Soil Erosion Salinity 
Depth USCS* Permeability Erosion Land 

~ a ~ "  Series uSDA texture Classification ( imr)  
Drainage ~actors~'  pH (mmhoslc 

(inches) Hazard capability4 
Name K T m) 

11 1 Danville 0-21 Silty clay loam CL 0.2-0.6 Well N ~ n e  0.32 5 111s-3 6.1-7.3 <2 
21-53 Clay, silty clay, CL, CH 0.06-0.2 drained 0.24 , Noninigated 6.1-7.3 <2 
53-80 silty clay loam CL 0.2-0.6 0.28 11s-3 6.6-8.4 <2 

Clay loam, silty lnigated 
clay loam .... ...... - -.- -,--,--. "-- ..-,-*" ",-."-.." "".-" ...-...------- ,.--- - 

137 Reyes 0-6 Clay MH 0.06-0.2 Very poorly None 0.15 5 VIlIw 6.6-8.4 >8 
6-72 Clay, silty clay, ML, MH <O.M drained 0.28 Noninigated 6.6-8.4 >16 

silty clay loam 
- - 

138 Reyes 0-6 Clay MH <0.6 Very poorly None 0.15 5 Ivw-9 7.9-9.0 >I6 
6-72 Clay, silty clay, ML, MH <0.6 dnined 0.28 Noninigated 7.9-9.0 >16 

silty clay loam ----- ....................................................... .---. - .... . 

154 Willows 0-19 Clay CH <O.M Poorly None 0.28 2 111s-5 7.4-9.0 2-8 
19-72 Clay, silty clay CH -3.06 drained 0.28 NoninigatedIis-5 8.5-9.0 >4 

Irrigated 

125 Pits and -- -- 
dumps 

134 Urban land- -- -- -- -- Poorly Low -- -- VIII, -- -- 
orthents drained and noninigated 

somewhat 
poorly 
drained 

I/ Soil numbers refer to numbers shown on Figure 5.6-2 (Soil Map of Project Area). 
2J Unified Soil Classification System. 
31 K is a measurement of relative susceptibility to sheet and rill erosion by water. It ranges from 0.10 to 0.64, with lower values representing a lower susceptibility to erosion. T represents soil-loss tolerance, 

which is defined as the maximum rate of soil erosion (wind and water) without reducing crop production or environmental quality. Values range from 1 to 5 tons of soil loss per acre per year with 5 
representing soils less sensitive to erosion. 

41 An indication of the suitability of soils for most kinds of field crops. Land capability classes are I through VIII. Subclasses are designated by letters e, w, s, or c. The land capability units are 0 through 9. 
See Soil Survey of Alameda County, California, Western Part, p. 31 -32, and Soil Survey of San Mateo county, Eastern Part. 

NA: Not Applicable 
Source: U.S. Soil Conservation Service 1981 and 1982 
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3.1 1.3 Soil Resources 

The project could cause a significant environmental impact in relation to soil resources by 

causing: 

Accelerated wind or water-induced soil erosion resulting from project construction or 
operation 

Increased sedimentation in stream channels and stream crossings 

Impacts to soil resources would be significant if construction activities were to occur in areas of 
high erosion susceptibility and the disturbed areas were left exposed and not properly stabilized. 

The reconductored transmission line route is within an existing utility corridor, which will 
facilitate access and reduce project-related disturbances. Disturbed areas along the route will be 
allowed to revegetate following construction activities. 

Reconductoring of the transmission line could result in soil disturbance and compaction by 
construction vehicles and activities at pull and tension sites. Soil disturbance, however, will be 
very slight, because many of these pull sites are currently located in parking lots or other paved 
areas. At the pull sites where exposed soil is present, soil disturbance and compaction by 
construction vehicles and activities will result in short-term increased water and wind erosion 
rates until disturbed areas are stabilized. Increased soil compaction may decrease the ability of 
vegetation to reestablish following disturbance, which may result in increased erosion. 

Implementation of the mitigation measures specified below would limit impacts to the soil 
resources associated with construction of the transmission system to acceptable levels. Overall, 
the construction impacts to soils along the transmission line route will not be significant. 

Standard operational activities will not involve disruption of soil and will not result in significant 
impacts to soil from either erosion or compaction. Routine vehicular access to the individual 
project components during operation of the project will be limited to existing roads, most of 
which are paved. 

3.1 1.3.1 Agricultural Resources 

The following significance criteria were used in evaluating potential impacts to agricultural 
resources: 

Substantial displacement or curtailment of agricultural land uses 

Degradation of agricultural land productivity 

Impacts to Prime Farmland, agricultural areas of statewide importance, or unique 
farmland 
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Impacts could be significant if the project were to alter land with special designations (e.g., 
Prime Farmland) to the point that the disturbed area would no longer exhibit the inherent 
characteristics of the special designation. 

Since the project will not cause any displacement or curtailment of agricultural land use, or a 
degradation of agricultural productivity, the construction and operation of the project will not 
cause a significant impact to agricultural resources. 

3.1 1.4 Mitigation Measures 

This section discusses mitigation measures that will be implemented to reduce project-related 
effects on soil resources. The project will not affect any agricultural lands or resources. 

Appropriate erosion control measures will help maintain soil resources and water quality, protect 
property from erosion damage, and prevent accelerated soil loss (which destroys soil 
productivity and its capacity to support and maintain vegetation). Temporary erosion control 
measures will be installed before construction begins and will be removed from the construction 
site after construction activities are completed. 

The following mitigation measures can be implemented to reduce potentially significant soil 
impacts. An acceptable level of soil erosion, as used herein, is defined as that amount of soil loss 
that would not affect (i.e., limit) the potential long-term beneficial uses of the soil as a growth 
medium or adversely affect water resources due to accelerated erosion and subsequent 
sedimentation. 

Prepare an Erosion Control Plan prior to construction and implement the plan during and 
following construction. Erosion and sediment control measures may include, but are not 
limited to, use of sand bags, mulches, protective coverings (e.g., jute netting and rip-rap), 
installation of culverts under roadways at drainage crossings, installation of sediment 
detention basins, construction of water diversions along roads, and water bars along 
pipeline rights-of-way. The plan will conform to the County Hydrology Manual and local 
ordinances. 

Conduct grading operations, if required, in compliance with the Grading Ordinance. 

Perform construction activities in accordance with the Stormwater Pollution Prevention 

Plan (SWPPP) and associated Monitoring Program. These items will be required for the 
project in accordance with California's General Industrial Stormwater Permit for 
Construction Sites under the United States Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA) 
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Program. The SWPPP will 

include erosion control measures, including Best Management Practices to reduce erosion 
and sedimentation. 
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Limit soil erosion/dust generation by wetting active construction areas with water 
(including roads) or by applying commercial dust palliatives (soil binders). 

3.1 1.5 References 

California Department of Conservation. 1994. A guide to the farmland mapping and monitoring 
program. Appendix B: Mapping categories and soil taxonomy terms. Division of Land 
Resource Protection. 

U.S. Soil Conservation Service (SCS). 1981. Soil survey of Alameda County, California, Western 
Part. 

U.S. Soil Conservation Service (SCS). 1982. Soil survey of Sun Mateo County, California, 
Eastern Part. 
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3.1 2 TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORTATION 

This section the potential effects on traffic and transportation resulting from reconductoring the 
East Shore to San Mateo transmission line. 

3.1 2.1 Affected Environment 

3.12.1 .I Regional 

The East Shore to San Mateo transmission line is located in the southern portion of the San 
Francisco Bay region in California. The southern portion of the West and East Bay area is served 
by an extensive transportation system, including major freeway, highway, airport and rail 
facilities. Figure 3.12- 1 illustrates the regional transportation setting. The reconductoring project 
is generally parallel to State Route 92 between the cities of Hayward and San Mateo. State Route 
92 runs east-west and has two lanes in each direction in the vicinity of the site. 

According to the Hayward General Plan (City of Hayward, 1998), State Route 92 is identified as 
a congested roadway with an E/F Level of Service (LOS) rating. The LOS refers to the amount 
of congestion at a given roadway segment or intersection. The Hayward General Plan also 
includes recommended improvements for State Route 92, some of which are either complete or 
currently underway, such as lane widening between 1-880 and the Hayward-San Mateo Bridge. 
Even with those improvements, however, the General Plan states that there may be congestion on 
State Route 92 in its 2010 forecast. Access to the East Shore Substation is via the Clawiter-Eden 
Landing Road interchange with State Route 92 and via Eden Landing Road. The latter is also the 
access to angle tower 1. 

At the west end of the Hayward-San Mateo Bridge, State Route 92 continues for about two miles 
before connecting with US 101. Local arterials in the Foster City industrial area through which 
the transmission line runs include Foster City Boulevard and East 3d Avenue, known as J. Hart 
Clinton Drive in the City of San Mateo. The latter connects with US 101 at a freeway 
interchange about a mile south of the San Mateo Substation. Access to the transmission line 
route northwest of J. Hart Clinton Drive is via local, residential streets or via utility roadways 
serving the bayshore levee and undeveloped shoreline park in San Mateo. 

3.1 2.2 Environmental Consequences 

3.12.2.1 Significance Criteria 

Criteria used in determining whether project-related traffic impacts are significant are consistent 
with standard industry practice and California Code of Regulations Title 14, $15065. A project 
will have a significant effect on traffic and transportation if it will: 

Cause an increase in traffic which is substantial in relation to the existing traffic load and 
capacity of the street system 

Russell City Energy Center AFC (01 -AFC-07) 3-69 East Shore to San Mateo Reconducto~g 
05/06/02 CEQA Analysis 



Exceed, either individually or cumulatively, a level of standard service established by the 
county Congestion Management Agency for designated roads or highways 

Result in a change in traffic patterns, including an increase in traffic levels or a change in 
location that results in substantial safety risks 

Substantially increase hazards due to a design feature or incompatible uses 

Result in inadequate emergency access 

Result in inadequate parking capacity 

Conflict with adopted policies, plans, or programs supporting alternative transportation. 

Construction Phase Impacts 

Typical conductor stringing crews require 15 to 20 workers, which include foremen, equipment 
operators, general laborers, environmental monitors and inspectors. Each cable stringing 
operation requires three to five pieces of equipment and support vehicles. 

Construction at individual pull and tensioning sites will usually last less than one week so that 
nearby streets will be affected for only a few days. Where necessary, signing or a flagman will 
be utilized to mitigate potential impacts during ingress and egress from work sites. 

Operation Phase Impacts 

The only traffic associated with the operation of transmission line would be occasional 
maintenance vehicles, or repair vehicles in the event of damage to any of the lines. This traffic 
would not cause any significant change to local traffic conditions. 

3.1 2.3 Mitigation Measures 

Reconductoring the East Shore to San Mateo transmission line will not have a significant impact 
on traffic and transportation resources, therefore'no mitigation measures are necessary. 

3.1 2.4 References 

City of Hayward. 1998. Hayward General Plan, circulation element (ID). Hayward, CA. 
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Cultural Resources (21-27) 

Cultural Survey Results 
21. 

22. 

a. Please provide survey results for the portions (transmission line and parking/laydown 
area) of the City of Hayward parcel that have not been surveyed. 

b. Please provide a revised Figure 3.3-1 that identifies areas surveyed after the Amendment 
was submitted. Also, indicate the location of any laydown or staging areas that would be 
located along the previously surveyed gas line route. 

Response: The previously unsurveyed construction parking area was surveyed for cultural 
resources on January 10, 2007 by Douglas Davy. The area surveyed is in the shape of an 
inverted “L.” (see Figure DR21-1, which is a revised Amendment Petition Figure 3.3-1). This 
parking area consists of two distinct parcel areas that are separated by a fence. The vertical 
portion of the inverted “L” shape, from the north to south boundary, consists of an empty 
lot. At the time of survey, the lot was covered in waist-high weeds that are growing through 
decomposing asphalt. The parcel was apparently formerly entirely or mostly paved and 
graveled and ground surface was not visible in any portion of the parcel; only gravel and 
decomposing asphalt. Nothing else was located on this portion of the construction parking 
area except for eight wrecked automobiles (lined up in a row in the south-central portion of 
the lot) and two dirt piles (one in the southwest corner of the site and one in the northwest 
quadrant). This portion of the parcel is 575 x 215 feet, or approximately 2.8 acres in size. This 
parcel was surveyed in two 32-meter-wide transects walked to confirm that ground surface 
of the entire parcel is either asphalt or gravel. No cultural resources or artifacts were noted. 
If the asphalt is not removed before this lot is used for construction parking, then it is likely 
that any archaeological deposits located here would be afforded some protection by the 
asphalt and gravel. If the asphalt is to be removed prior to construction, then the lot should 
be surveyed by an archaeologist concurrent with the asphalt removal. 

The horizontal portion of the inverted “L” shape forms a smaller rectangle, jutting to the 
west of the first parcel area. This area is currently being used for construction laydown for a 
project that involves adding additional facilities and equipment to the City of Hayward’s 
Water Pollution Control Facility (WPCF). The area is being actively used for construction 
and was not accessible for survey. This area is covered partly by graveled driveways and 
partly by construction equipment and equipment that will be installed as part of the WPCF. 
Some native soil may be visible in the laydown area between these pieces of equipment and 
the roadways. RCEC proposes to survey this area after WPCF construction is completed 
when it will be more accessible and when the ground surface will be visible. 

Native American Consultation 
Please contact the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) to obtain a current list of 
Native American groups or individuals who may have heritage concerns in the project area. 
Provide a copy of the letter and map sent to notify Native Americans regarding the project 
change and provide copies of written comments or summaries of telephone conversations with 
Native Americans. 
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Response: The Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) was contacted on 
January 8, 2007. A copy of the letter and map sent to NAHC is provided in 
Attachment DR22-1. On January 12, 2007, the NAHC provided a list of Native American 
individuals and groups that may be interested in the project. Letters to these individuals 
were mailed on January 16, 2007 and are provided in Attachment DR22-1. As of the filing 
data of these data responses, the individuals have not yet been contacted via telephone 
conversations. It is anticipated they will be contacted in late January 2007 and copies of the 
telephone conversations will then be provided to CEC Staff. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

Please make a telephone call to Native American individuals or groups listed by the NAHC 
who have not responded to ensure that they have received the correspondence and to verify 
that they do not have any information regarding cultural resources in the project area. Please 
provide a summary of each conversation, and note any comments regarding the project area 
provided by the Native Americans. During the course of the Amendment proceedings, please 
provide copies or summaries of any additional information from Native Americans. If the 
location of archaeological sites may be revealed in the information, please provide the 
responses under confidential cover.  

Response: A list of Native American individuals or groups was provided on 
January 12, 2007. Letters to these individuals and groups were sent out on January 16, 2007, 
and a follow-up call will be performed in late January. Correspondence records from these 
telephone conversations will be provided to CEC Staff at that time.  

Soil Borrow Sites 
If removed soils will be disposed of off-site and/or new soils brought in and if disposal and 
borrow sites are not commercial operations and consequently have not been surveyed for 
cultural resources, please conduct surveys of the borrow and/or disposal site(s) and provide 
the survey personnel qualifications, methods, and findings to staff. 

Response: At this time, Russell City Energy Company anticipates purchasing any fill that 
may be imported to the site and, as such, there is no designated borrow area that is part of 
the project. Any potential supplier of fill would be independently responsible for 
compliance with local, state, and federal laws associated with generating fill material.  

Geotechnical Borings  
If any additional geotechnical borings are completed for this project within the coming 
months, please have the borings examined by an archaeologist on site and provide a 
discussion of the findings to the Energy Commission staff. 

Response: No further geotechnical borings are currently planned for the project. However, 
if such borings are made, the borings will be examined and reported to CEC Staff.
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Historic Features in Project Area 
26. 

27. 

a.) Please have an architectural historian who meets the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards 
in architectural history or history (specialty in industrial history) identify all buildings, 
structures, and features that appear to be older than 45 years on the parcel proposed for the 
project, in the area one parcel deep around the project parcel and along the gas line route. 
Include any obvious potential historic resource, not located within the specified one-parcel 
limit but that might be impacted by the project. 

b.) Please also have the specialist record any identified buildings, structures, and features 
(historic trees, cemetery, or fountain, for example) older than 45 years on an unmodified 
Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) “Primary” Form 523 and provide copies of the 
forms to staff. For any properties that appear to be potentially eligible for the CRHR, please 
complete the “Building, Structure and Object” form and provide copies to staff. 

Response: The buildings and structures older than 45 years that are located on the project 
parcel have been identified by analysis of historical aerial photographs and maps, and 
DPR-523 forms for those properties have been prepared and were included in the 
Amendment Petition. These results have been reviewed by a qualified architectural 
historian, who has conducted background research on the buildings and additional 
significance evaluation (see response to Data Request 27, below). There are no properties on 
adjacent parcels that could be older than 45 years and that also would be likely to be subject 
to indirect effects from the construction of the RCEC. Buildings of this age would be related 
to agricultural, rural residential, or early salt production activities, or to the Hayward Motor 
Speedway, which was once located east of the project site. All adjacent parcels other than 
the City’s WPCF are automobile salvage yards. All of the buildings within these salvage 
yards, furthermore, are in dilapidated condition and are lacking in architectural integrity or, 
more importantly, integrity of setting, because of the recent industrial development in this 
area, including a large group of automobile salvage yards. The RCEC would have, at most, 
an indirect and visual effect on the setting of any such buildings.  

Construction of the natural gas pipeline in Depot Road would not have any effect on 
buildings and structures on parcels adjacent to the gas line. The pipeline will be installed 
underground in a trench within the roadway using standard excavation equipment. The 
pipeline could not be seen from the adjacent parcels, and normal construction activity of this 
type could not cause any adverse effects to adjacent buildings due to noise or vibration. 
Because there is no potential for impact from this activity on any structures on adjacent 
parcels, a survey for historical buildings and structures is not necessary. 

Background Research on Eash Buildings 
Please have an architectural historian or a historian who specializes in industrial history 
(meets the Secretary of Interior’s Standards) conduct sufficient background research on the 
Eash parcel’s history to determine if any persons or activities associated with the buildings 
there could be historically significant locally. Moreover, please ensure that the specialist 
compares the form and construction methods present in the Eash buildings with other known 
historic agricultural utility and vernacular buildings in the area and region, provides a 
recommendation of CRHR eligibility justified by the researched historical facts and the 
comparative architectural analysis, and provides that information on DPR 523 “Building, 
Structure, and Object” forms to staff.  

RCEC_DR_RESPONSE_1-52.DOC - 01/17/2007 33 CULTURAL RESOURCES (21-27) 



RUSSELL CITY ENERGY CENTER (01-AFC-7) RESPONSES TO DATA REQUESTS 1 THROUGH 52 

Response: Architectural Historian Jessica Feldman has prepared Building, Structure, Object 
records based on information available to date. Ms. Feldman’s resume is included as 
Attachment DR27-1. The Building, Structure, Object records are in Attachment DR27-2. 
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Attachment DR27-1 
Architectural Historian’s Resume

 



 

Jessica B. Feldman 
Architectural Historian 
 
Education 
Master of Arts, Historic Preservation Planning 

Bachelor of Arts, History with a Minor in Art/Architecture 
 

Distinguishing Qualifications 
• Qualified as a historian, an architectural historian, and a historic preservationist under 

the Secretary of the Interior’s Historic Preservation Professional Qualification Standards, 
as defined in 36 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 61.  

• Experienced in cultural resource investigations in compliance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), and 
a variety of other federal cultural resource regulations.  

 
Relevant Experience 
Ms. Feldman is a cultural resource specialist with more than 9 years of experience in 
compliance with federal, state, and local laws relating to cultural and community resources 
and land use planning. Ms. Feldman has been extensively involved in the management of 
and participation in cultural resource investigations in compliance with NEPA, NHPA, and 
a variety of other federal, state, and local cultural resource regulations.  

Representative Projects and Dates of Involvement  
Experience Prior to CH2M HILL 

Architectural Historian; Jones & Stokes (formerly Myra L. Frank and Associates); November 
2000 to June 2006.  

Preparation of Section 106 documents in support of the EIS for the Dallas Area Rapid 
Transit NW alignments and Mid-Jordan Light Rail (Salt Lake City, Utah); preparation of 
historic bridge evaluations for Caltrans in support of Historic Property Survey Reports and 
Finding of Effect Reports, used as basis for EIRs, for Los Angeles, Riverside, San Bernardino 
and Madera counties; preparation of National Register nominations for GSA-owned 
courthouses/post offices throughout the United States; preparation of HABS/HAER level 
data forms for properties in Long Beach; historical assessments and CEQA-level effects 
analysis for public and private properties in West Hollywood, Los Angeles, and Long 
Beach; and peer review. Past responsibilities include: directed a survey team for the Caltrans 
state-wide historic bridge inventory update; led an intensive architectural survey for the 
City of Riverside of over 1,300 parcels in the downtown area that led to the preparation of 
determinations of eligibility and historic property inventory forms; surveyed proposed 
Historic Preservation Overlay Zones for the City of Los Angeles to determine contributing 
and non-contributing buildings; and conducted historical documentation and evaluation of 
state-owned buildings in Sacramento, Los Angeles, and Marysville resulting in 
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environmental analysis of those structures in anticipation of seismic retrofitting and/or 
other proposed alterations.  

Architectural Historian/Lead LCS Historian; National Park Service, National Capital Region; 
February 1996 to July 1998 and May 1999 to August 1999. 
Responsible for editing and maintaining regional historic structures database; identified, 
monitored and evaluated cultural resources at regional parks, including Rock Creek Park 
and Harpers Ferry National Historical Parks; advised park management on treatment of 
cultural resources; identified potential threats to structures; planned and conducted 
historical research to be used for park planning documents and Section 110 review; 
provided peer review for NPS and non-NPS historical studies; supervised seasonal 
employees and interns; made contributions to the preparation of historic preservation 
documentation; conducted intensive survey of and compiled background materials on 
19th century homestead and cemetery sites at Prince William Forest Park; made 
presentations to park staff and public organizations on research results, beta-tested new 
historic structures database for entire national park system (summer 1999). 

 

Professional Organizations/Affiliations  
National Trust for Historic Preservation  
California Preservation Foundation 
Society for Architectural Historians/Southern California Chapter 

Professional Development  
Preservation of Historic Bridges. 2004. American Society of Civil Engineers. 

Determining Eligibility Workshop. 2003. California Preservation Foundation.  

CEQA and Historic Resources. 2003, California Preservation Foundation.  

Section 106 – National Historic Preservation Act: Federal Law at the Local Level.” 2002. 
UCLA Extension.  

Mitigating Environmental Impacts: Law, Policy, and Practice. 2001. UCLA Extension. 
Successful CEQA Compliance. 2000. UCLA Extension. 
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State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency  Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #   

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial   
       NRHP Status Code  
    Other Listings  
 Review Code  Reviewer  Date   
Page 1 of 4 *Resource Name or #:  RCEC-1 
 
P1.  Other Identifier:  

 

*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication    ⌧ Unrestricted *a. County:  Hayward 
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b.  USGS 7.5' Quad:   San Leandro    Date:  1964 (1976)  
c.  Address:  3862 Depot Road City:  Hayward, CA   Zip:  94545 
d.  UTM:  Zone:  10 ;   576,434 mE/   4,165,788 mN (G.P.S.) 
e.  Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) Elevation:   

 

From State Route 92 in Hayward, California, take Clawiter Avenue north for 0.72 miles to Depot Road.  Turn west on Depot Road 
and travel 0.79 miles to 3862 Depot Road.  Turn south down a narrow lane at a sign that says “All Good Pallets” that extends for 
620 feet.  The small shed-like structure immediately in front of you when you reach the end of the lane is the property. 
 

*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)   
 

This garage-like structure has a simple gable roof, board-and-batten siding supplemented by corrugated metal in places, and a 
sliding door that opens the entire front.  The roofing material is corrugated metal.  There is a small lean-to shed on the southwest 
side.  There is a large window in the northeast wall.  The building measures 45 x 30 feet, not including the lean-to, which measures 
15 x 10 feet.  This structure appears as part of a farmstead on a 1939 aerial photograph. 
 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)   
 

*P4.  Resources Present: ⌧Building Structure Object Site District Element of District Other (Isolates, etc.) 
 

 

P5b.  Description of Photo: (View, 
date, accession #)   
View of the northeast and 
northwest elevations 
 

*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Sources: ⌧Historic  

Prehistoric Both 
 

*P7.  Owner and Address:   
Jon and Margaret Eash 
 

*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, 
affiliation, and address)   
Doug Davy, CH2M HILL, 2485 
Natomas Park Drive, Suite 600 
Sacramento, CA  95833 
 

*P9.  Date Recorded: October 5, 
1006 
 

*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 
Intensive pedestrian survey and 
architectural reconnaissance 

 

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey 
report and other sources, or enter 
"none).  Russell City Energy Center 
(01-AFC-07) Amendment No. 1.  
Submitted to the California Energy 
Commission.  Submitted by Russell 
City Energy Company, LLC.  

November 17, 2006.  

P5a.  Photo or Drawing  (Photo required for buildings, structures, and objects.) 
 

 

 

*Attachments: NONE  ⌧Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 
Archaeological Record  District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record  Rock Art Record 
Artifact Record  Photograph Record   Other (List):  

DPR 523A (1/95) *Required information 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency Primary #  
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#  

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page 2   of 4 *NRHP Status Code 7R 
 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) RCEC-1 
 
B1. Historic Name: None 
B2. Common Name: Garage at 3862 Depot Road, Hayward 
B3. Original Use:  Unknown B4.  Present Use:  Garage 

*B5. Architectural Style:  Other - Garage 
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations)   

The actual date of construction for this building is unknown; however, it appears on an aerial map of the region in 1939.   
 

*B7. Moved? ⌧No Yes Unknown Date:  Original Location:  
*B8. Related Features:   

RCEC-2, RCEC-3 
 
B9a.  Architect:  Unknown b.  Builder:  Unknown 

*B10. Significance:  Theme:  Light Industrial Development Area:  Hayward 
Period of Significance:  N/A Property Type:  Light Industrial Applicable Criteria:  N/A 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address  integrity.)   

Assuming, based on aerial photography, that there was an adjacent farmhouse structure at one time, the removal of that structure 
has left the site without its primary focal point.  It is unclear when the garage was first built.  Other buildings have been added and 
removed over the past sixty years; during the 1940s, it was the site of a fertilizer plant.  Its more recent history has been as a 
lumber storage yard, metal fabricating business, and pallet recycling facility.  Therefore, it is difficult to gauge both a period of 
significance and a complete construction history.  The architectural style could be classified as vernacular; without more research, 
it cannot be clearly stated whether or not there are any other examples of garages of this style in the immediate area, or in the City 
of Hayward or Alameda County.  This style of garage is fairly common throughout the United States, as are the materials that 
were used to construct and adorn the individual structures.  It has likely lost integrity of setting, feeling, and association which are 
important in determining its overall significance.  Without more information, it cannot be determined is this structures is the work 
of a master.  There are no known persons of significance associated with this building, and there is no evidence that any events 
that have importance on a local, state, or Federal level occurred here.   Without any other data, it appears that this structure lacks 
historic context within which to evaluate the importance of any information which could be gained.  

 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  
 

 
*B12. References:   
LFR Levine-Fricke, “Phase I Environmental Site Assessment, 3862 and 3878 Depot Road, Hayward, California,” December 2, 2004.  
 
Historical Aerial Maps (1939, 1946, 1958, 1965, 1974, 1982, 1993, 1998) 
 

(Sketch Map with north arrow required.) 
 

Sketch Map provided on page 3. 

Historical Topographical Maps (1899, 1948, 1959, 1968, 1973, 1980, 
1993) 
 
B13. Remarks:   
 

*B14. Evaluator:  Jessica B. Feldman 
  

*Date of Evaluation:  January 15, 2007 

(This space reserved for official comments.) 
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State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency  Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #   

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial   
       NRHP Status Code  
    Other Listings  
 Review Code  Reviewer  Date   
Page 1 of 4 *Resource Name or #:  RCEC-2 
 
P1.  Other Identifier:  

 

*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication    ⌧ Unrestricted *a. County:  Hayward 
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 
    *b.  USGS 7.5' Quad:   San Leandro    Date:  1964 (1976)  

c.  Address:  3862 Depot Road City:  Hayward, CA   Zip:  94545   
d.  UTM:  Zone:  10 ;  576,408 mE/   4,165,773  mN (G.P.S.)  
e.  Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) Elevation:   

 

From State Route 92 in Hayward, California, take Clawiter Avenue north for 0.72 miles to Depot Road.  Turn west on Depot Road 
and travel 0.79 miles to 3862 Depot Road.  Turn south down a narrow lane at a sign that says “All Good Pallets” that extends for 
620 feet.  The small shed-like structure immediately to the right of you when you reach the end of the lane is the property. 
 

*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)   
 

This structure also has a simple gable-roof, board and batten siding and corrugated metal roofing. It has a two entry doors and one 
window, and a small lean-to shed on the south side.  It measures 30 x 30 feet, not including the lean-to, which measures 20 x 10 
feet.  This property is seen as part of a complex, probably a farmstead, on the 1939 aerial photograph. 
 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)   
 

*P4.  Resources Present: ⌧Building Structure Object Site District Element of District Other (Isolates, etc.) 
 

 

P5b.  Description of Photo: (View, 
date, accession #)   
View of the east elevation 
 

*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Sources: ⌧Historic  

Prehistoric Both 
 

*P7.  Owner and Address:   
Jon and Margaret Eash 
 

*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, 
affiliation, and address)   
Doug Davy, CH2M HILL, 2485 
Natomas Park Drive, Suite 600 
Sacramento, CA  95833 
 

*P9.  Date Recorded: October 5, 
1006 
 

*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 
Intensive pedestrian survey and 
architectural reconnaissance 

 

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey 
report and other sources, or enter 
"none).  Russell City Energy Center 
(01-AFC-07) Amendment No. 1.  
Submitted to the California Energy 
Commission.  Submitted by Russell 
City Energy Company, LLC.  

November 17, 2006.  

P5a.  Photo or Drawing  (Photo required for buildings, structures, and objects.) 
 

 

 

*Attachments: NONE  ⌧Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 
Archaeological Record  District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record  Rock Art Record 
Artifact Record  Photograph Record   Other (List):  
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State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency Primary #  
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#  

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page  2  of 4 *NRHP Status Code 7R 
 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) RCEC-2 
 
B1. Historic Name: None 
B2. Common Name: Shed at 3862 Depot Road, Hayward 
B3. Original Use:  Unknown B4.  Present Use:  Shed 

*B5. Architectural Style:  Other - Shed 
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations)   

The actual date of construction for this building is unknown; however, it appears on an aerial map of the region un 1939. 
 

*B7. Moved? ⌧No Yes Unknown Date:  Original Location:  
*B8. Related Features:   

RCEC-1, RCEC-3 
 
B9a.  Architect:  Unknown b.  Builder:  Unknown 

*B10. Significance:  Theme:  Light Industrial Development Area:  Hayward 
Period of Significance:  N/A Property Type:  Light Industrial Applicable Criteria:  N/A 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address  integrity.)   

Assuming, based on aerial photograph analysis, that there was an adjacent farmhouse structure at one time, the removal of that 
structure has left the site without its primary focal point. The shed appears to have been built very close to, as part of, the 
farmhouse structure; between 1939 and 1946 that building was demolished and by 1965 a different structure was in its place.  Its 
close proximity to the shed mimics the footprint of the original structure, and it is still on site. It is unclear when the structure was 
first built. Other buildings have been added and removed over the past sixty years; during the 1940s, it was the site of a fertilizer 
plant. Its more recent history has been as a lumber storage yard, metal fabricating business, and pallet recycling facility.  Therefore, 
it is difficult to gauge both a period of significance and a complete construction history. The architectural style could be classified 
as vernacular; without more research, it cannot be clearly stated whether or not there are any other examples of sheds of this style 
in the immediate area, or in the City of Hayward or Alameda County. This style of shed is fairly common throughout the United 
States, as are the materials that were used to construct and adorn the individual structures. It has likely lost integrity of setting, 
feeling, and association which are important in determining its overall significance. Without more information, it cannot be 
determined is this structures is the work of a master.  There are no known persons of significance associated with this building, 
and there is no evidence that any events that have importance on a local, state, or Federal level occurred here. Without any other 
data, it appears that this structure lacks historic context within which to evaluate the importance of any information which could 
be gained.  

 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  

 
*B12. References:   
LFR Levine-Fricke, “Phase I Environmental Site Assessment, 3862 and 3878 Depot Road, Hayward, California,” December 2, 2004.  
 

(Sketch Map with north arrow required.) 
 

Sketch Map provided on page 3. 

Historical Aerial Maps (1939, 1946, 1958, 1965, 1974, 1982, 1993, 1998) 
 
Historical Topographical Maps (1899, 1948, 1959, 1968, 1973, 1980, 
1993) 
 
B13. Remarks:   
 

*B14. Evaluator:  Jessica B. Feldman 
  

*Date of Evaluation:  January 15, 2007 

(This space reserved for official comments.) 
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State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency  Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #   

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial   
       NRHP Status Code  
    Other Listings  
 Review Code  Reviewer  Date   
Page 1 of 4 *Resource Name or #:  RCEC-3 
 
P1.  Other Identifier:  

 

*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication    ⌧ Unrestricted *a. County:  Hayward 
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 
    *b.  USGS 7.5' Quad:   San Leandro    Date:  1964 (1976)  

c.  Address:  3862 Depot Road City:  Hayward, CA   Zip:  94545   
d.  UTM:  Zone:  10 ;   576,372 mE/    4,1657,51 mN (G.P.S.)  

 e.  Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) Elevation:   
 

From State Route 92 in Hayward, California, take Clawiter Avenue north for 0.72 miles to Depot Road.  Turn west on Depot Road 
and travel 0.79 miles to 3862 Depot Road.  Turn south down a narrow lane at a sign that says “All Good Pallets” that extends for 
620 feet.  At the end of the lane, turn right and go 200 feet to the west, past the larger, more recent building to the south.  The 
property is the barn-line structure 80 south of the lane.  
 

*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)   
 

The foundation of this barn-like structure is elevated about 6 inches above the surrounding area, perhaps because of flooding risk.  
The structure has two parts: a larger two-story barn, and a smaller one-story shed.  Together, the two buildings are 115 feet long.  
The smaller structure is 45 feet long and the large one is 70 feet long.  They are the same width, at 30 feet, although the larger 
building has a 15-foot-wide awning on the east side. As with the other two buildings, they have board-and batten siding and 
corrugated metal roofing.  The small building has a door on the east side and no windows.  The larger building has small windows 
on the east and west and a door on the west side.  Facing the south wall is a hopper apparatus for handling agricultural products of 
some kind.  This apparatus extends through the floor of the second floor.  The first floor has a receiving bin and a small conveyor 
apparatus leading to a large hopper on the second floor.  A small conveyor extends from this hopper out the second floor opening, 
so that the article processed or stored here could be deposited in a truck or other container.  This structure appears as part of a 
farmstead on a 1939 aerial photograph. 
 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)   
 

*P4.  Resources Present: ⌧Building Structure Object Site District Element of District Other (Isolates, etc.) 
 

P5b.  Description of Photo: (View, 
date, accession #)   P5a.  Photo or Drawing  (Photo required for buildings, structures, and objects.) 

 

 

View of the east elevation 
 

*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Sources: ⌧Historic  

Prehistoric Both 
 

*P7.  Owner and Address:   
Jon and Margaret Eash 
 

*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, 
affiliation, and address)   
Doug Davy, CH2M HILL, 2485 
Natomas Park Drive, Suite 600 
Sacramento, CA  95833 
 

*P9.  Date Recorded: October 5, 
1006 
 

*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 
Intensive pedestrian survey and 
architectural reconnaissance 

 

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey 
report and other sources, or enter 
"none).  Russell City Energy Center 
(01-AFC-07) Amendment No. 1.  
Submitted to the California Energy 
Commission.  Submitted by Russell 
City Energy Company, LLC.  
November 17, 2006.  

 

*Attachments: NONE  ⌧Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 
Archaeological Record  District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record  Rock Art Record 
Artifact Record  Photograph Record   Other (List):  

DPR 523A (1/95) *Required information 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency Primary #  
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#  

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page 2   of 4 *NRHP Status Code 7R 
 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) RCEC-3 
 
B1. Historic Name:  
B2. Common Name: Barn at 3862 Depot Road, Hayward 
B3. Original Use:  Unknown B4.  Present Use:  Barn 

*B5. Architectural Style:  Other - Barn 
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations)   

The actual date of construction for this building is unknown; however, it appears on an aerial map of the region in 1939.  Between 
1939 and 1946, an addition was built on the west side of the barn.  This addition no longer appears on a 1965 aerial map  
 

*B7. Moved? ⌧No Yes Unknown Date:  Original Location:  
*B8. Related Features:   

RCEC-1, RCEC-2 
 
B9a.  Architect:  Unknown b.  Builder:  Unknown 

*B10. Significance:  Theme:  Light Industrial Development Area:  Hayward 
Period of Significance:  N/A Property Type:   Applicable Criteria:  N/A 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address  integrity.)   

Assuming, based on aerial photograph analysis, that there was an adjacent farmhouse structure at one time, the removal of that 
structure has left the site without its primary focal point.  It is unclear when the structures were first built, but the farmhouse was 
removed within a few years of the first photographs taken aerially.  Additionally, buildings have been added and removed over 
the past sixty years and the use of the site during that is not known.  It was at one time the site of a fertilizer plant.  Its more recent 
history has been as a lumber storage yard, metal fabricating business, and pallet recycling facility.  Therefore, it is difficult to 
gauge both a period of significance and a complete construction history.  The architectural style could be classified as vernacular; 
without more research, it cannot be clearly stated whether or not there are any other examples of barns of this style in the 
immediate area, or in the City of Hayward or Alameda County.  This style of barn is fairly common throughout the United States, 
as are the materials that were used to construct and adorn the individual structures.  The building appears to be intact; although 
for approximately 20 years, it was enlarged by an addition on the west façade.  It has likely lost integrity of setting, feeling, and 
association, which are important in determining its overall significance.  Without more information, it cannot be determined is this 
structures is the work of a master.  There are no known persons of significance associated with this building, and there is no 
evidence that any events that have importance on a local, state, or federal level occurred here.   Without any other data, it appears 
that this structure lacks historic context within which to evaluate the importance of any information which could be gained.  

B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  
 

*B12. References:   
LFR Levine-Fricke, “Phase I Environmental Site Assessment, 3862 and 3878 Depot Road, Hayward, California,” December 2, 2004.  
 
Historical Aerial Maps (1939, 1946, 1958, 1965, 1974, 1982, 1993, 1998) 

(Sketch Map with north arrow required.) 
 

Sketch Map provided on page 3. 

 
Historical Topographical Maps (1899, 1948, 1959, 1968, 1973, 1980, 
1993) 
 
B13. Remarks:   
 
 

*B14. Evaluator:  Jessica B. Feldman 
  

*Date of Evaluation:  January 15, 2007 

(This space reserved for official comments.) 
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Geology and Paleontology 
Data Response 28 



 

Geology and Paleontology (28) 

Geotechnical studies 
28. Please provide a copy of any available site-specific geotechnical data for the project site. 

Response: Site-specific geotechnical field investigations were completed in November and 
December 2006. The final geotechnical report should be available on or before 
February 9, 2007. 

As part of the original licensing for this project, geotechnical investigations were performed 
for the Advanced Water Treatment Facility, including three borings on the City of 
Hayward’s Water Pollution Control Facility property. A copy of the geotechnical data from 
this previous study is included as Attachment DR28-1. Boring CB-2 from this previous 
study is located approximately 40 feet southwest of the recycled water tank shown in 
Figure 2.1-2 of the Amendment to the AFC. 
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Attachment DR28-1 
Geotechnical Data 
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Land Use 
Data Responses 29-37 



 

Land Use (29-37) 

Legal Description of Properties 
29. Please provide a complete legal description of all properties contained within the proposed 

project site boundaries, as they currently exist. Include a site map, drawn to scale, indicating 
existing parcel boundaries, assessors parcel numbers (APNs), and approximate acreage for 
each parcel (or portion of a parcel). Indicate any proposed boundary changes or land 
divisions. Note current city or county jurisdiction. 

Response: A site map indicating existing parcel boundaries, APNs, city or county 
jurisdiction, and acreage for each parcel is provided as Figure DR29-1. The project site 
consists of four parcels as identified in Table 2.1-1 of the Amendment. The legal description 
for each of the parcels is as follows: 

APN 439-0070-009 (Eash Parcel #1) 

Beginning at a point in the southern line of County Road No. 2853 said point being 
the northeastern corner of that certain tract of land described in the deed from 
Edward H. Clawiter to J.N. Rodrigues, dated August 29, 1923 and recorded 
October 1, 1923, in Book 534 of Official Records of Alameda County, at page 183; and 
running thence along the eastern line of said tract of land south 11°23’ east, distant 
1,070 feet to the southeastern corner thereof; thence along the southern line of said 
tract of land south 89°03’ west distant 754.5 feet to a fence corner which marks the 
southwestern corner of said tract of land; thence along the western line of said tract 
of land; thence along the western of said tract of land north 11°47’ west distant 
496.4 feet to a post; thence leaving said western line north 85°21’ east distant 
730.8 feet to a stake; thence north 11°23’ west distant 525 feet to a stake in the said 
southern line of County Road No. 5853; thence along said line of said road north 
85°20’ east distant 20 feet to the point of beginning. 

Being a portion of that certain piece or parcel of land conveyed by deed from 
Edward H. Clawiter, also known as E.H. Clawiter, et al., to J.N. Rodrigues, dated 
August 29, 1923 and recorded in Book 534 of Official Records of Alameda County, at 
page 183.  

Excepting therefrom the following described portion thereof: 

Beginning at the northwestern corner of that certain 9.13 acre tract of land described 
in deed from J.N. and Margaret Rodrigues to Emma C. Stone dated October 1, 1929 
and recorded October 11, 1929, in Book 2207, Official Records of Alameda County, at 
page 346; and running thence south 11°47’ east along the western line of said 
9.13 acre tract 495.68 feet to an existing concrete monument at the northwestern 
corner of that certain 65.85 acre tract of land described in deed from Henrietta 
Johnson to William Johnson and Caroline A. Johnson dated March 3, 1934 and 
recorded April 28, 1934, in Book 3055, Official Records of Alameda County, at 
page 85, thence north 89°02’45” east along the northern line of the 65.85 acre tract of 
land described in deed secondly above referred to 64.07 feet to a point; thence north 
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21°29’05” west a distance of 195.41 feet to a point on a line drawn parallel to and 
distant northeasterly at right angles 30.00 feet from the aforementioned western line 
of the 9.13 acre tract of land described in deed first above referred to, thence north 
11°47’ west along last mentioned line 311.27 feet to a point on the northern line of the 
9.13 acre tract of land described in deed first above referred to; thence south 85°19’ 
west along last mentioned line 30.23 feet to the point of beginning. 

Being a portion of the certain 9.13 acre tract of land described in deed first above 
referred to and containing 0.41 acres, as granted to City of Hayward by instrument 
dated September 3, 1953 and recorded December 13, 1954, in Book 7507 of Official 
Records, page 129. 

APN 439-0070-008-06 (Aladdin Parcel) 

The land described herein is situated in the state of California, county of Alameda, 
unincorporated area, and is described as follows: 

Beginning at the intersection of the eastern line of that parcel of land conveyed to 
Ada M. Freeland by deed recorded June 5, 1936, Book 3297, Official Records, 
page 297, Alameda County Records, with southern line of County Road No. 2853 
known as Depot Road, as said county road existed October 3 1984; thence along said 
southern line of Depot Road south 85°16’21” west, 70.00 feet; thence south 10°49’43” 
east, 75.00 feet; thence south 85°16’21” west parallel with said southern line of Depot 
Road, 5.00 feet; thence south 10°44’21” east, 567.42 feet; thence south 82°15’13” west, 
127.25 feet to a point on the eastern line of that parcel of land conveyed to 
J.M. Rodrigues by deed recorded October 1 1923, in Book 534 of Official Records, 
page 183, Alameda County Records; thence along said eastern line south 12°07’32” 
east, 421.46 feet to the northern boundary line of land now or formerly owned by 
August Johnson; thence along last said line, north 88°55’37” east, 189.73 feet to the 
intersection thereof with the first said eastern line; thence along last said line north 
10°30’38” west, 1,081.13 feet to the point of beginning. 

Excepting that portion conveyed in the deed to the City of Hayward by instrument 
dated August 21, 1985, recorded October 22, 1985, Series No. 85-226615, Alameda 
County records. 

APN 439-0070-012-02 (Eash Parcel #2) 

A portion of Parcel 3, Parcel Map No. 2702, filed April 17, 1979, in Book 109 of parcel 
maps, at page 65 and 66, records of Alameda County, California, described as 
follows: 

Commencing at point in the southern line of County Road No. 2702, commonly 
known as Depot Road, said point being the northern corner of Parcel 2, Parcel Map 
No. 2702; thence easterly along the southern line of the County Road No. 2853, north 
85°16’21” east, 60.82 feet to the actual point of beginning; thence continuing along 
the southern line of County Road No. 2853, north 85°16’21” east, 147.28 feet to the 
northeastern corner of Parcel 3, as shown on said Parcel Map 2702; thence 
southeasterly along eastern line of said Parcel 3; south 12°07’32” east, 526.84 feet to 
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the southeastern corner said Parcel 3, south 84°14’09” west, 154.18 feet; thence north 
11°22’433” west, 526.09 to the actual point of beginning; 

APN 439-0099-002 (City of Hayward, partial) 

The land described herein is situated in the State of California, County of Alameda, 
City of Hayward, and is described as follows: 

Being a portion of that certain parcel of land described in the deed from Johnson to 
Johnson, recorded April 28, 1934, in Book 3055 of deeds at page 85, County Recorder 
of Alameda County, further described as follows: 

Beginning at a point that bears north 88°59’54” east, 154.45 feet along the northerly 
line of said Johnson parcel (3055 D 85) from the northwest corner thereof; thence 
from said point of beginning, north 88°59’54” east, 739.07 feet along last said 
northerly line; thence at a right angle to last said line south 01°00’06” east, 380.79 
feet; thence along a line parallel with said northerly line of said Johnson parcel south 
88°59’54” west, 506.88 feet; thence north 32°22’27” west, 446.00 feet to the point of 
beginning. 

Project Site Parcel Map 
30. 

31. 

32. 

Please provide a copy of the recorded Final Map(s), lot line adjustment, or Certificate of 
Compliance creating the parcels that make up the project site. Copy must be legible and at 
least 11” X 17” hard copy or in electronic PDF format. 

Response: The Final Map, lot line adjustment, and Certificate of Compliance creating the 
new project parcel have not yet been prepared. These documents are typically prepared 
after the project is certified by the CEC. Russell City Energy Company will file these 
documents with the CEC when they are completed. 

Parcel Map and Legal Description 
Please provide the tentative parcel map and legal description of any proposed new legal 
parcel(s). 

Response: The tentative parcel map and legal description of the new legal parcel have not 
yet been prepared. These documents are typically prepared after the project is certified by 
the CEC. Russell City Energy Company will file these documents with the CEC when they 
are completed. 

Adjoining Properties  
Please identify the APN, location in reference to the project site, zoning and land use 
designation, and existing use for each parcel that abuts the project site, including those 
properties separated by a road or easement. This information may be included on the site map 
requested in Land Use Item 29 above. Reference location of Open Space areas to project site 
boundaries. 

Response: The APN, zoning and land use designation, and existing uses for all adjoining 
parcels are shown on Figure DR29-1. 
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Consistency with Area Plans 
33. 

34. 

Please discuss the consistency of the new project site with the policies and provisions of the 
San Francisco Bay Plan and Hayward Area Shoreline Plan, with particular emphasis on 
raising the site elevation above the surrounding FEMA flood plain and the placement of fill 
immediately adjacent to the Baylands area. 

Response: As discussed in the RCEC AFC, Section 8.6.1.2, “Other Applicable Land Use 
Plans,” the San Francisco Bay Plan includes new development within 100 feet of the 
shoreline. The marshlands to the immediate southwest of the project site are not within the 
Bay shoreline zone, because they are not tidally influenced. They are instead freshwater 
marshlands fed by runoff, treated wastewater from the Union Sanitary District, and periodic 
infusions of Bay water intentionally released into the area to create a brackish marsh. To the 
west, the actual Bay shoreline is approximately one mile west of the RCEC site on the 
western side of the City of Hayward’s wastewater treatment plant’s former sludge drying 
ponds. Therefore, the project site does not fall under the San Francisco Bay Plan, or the 
jurisdiction of the San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission.  

In addition, in AFC Section 8.6.1.2, the Hayward Area Shoreline Plan is also discussed. The 
RCEC is located within an area that the Hayward Area Shoreline Planning Agency 
(HASPA) refers to as the City of Hayward Industrial Corridor. One of the key program 
objectives of HASPA is to “Promote industrial in-fill development in areas designated for 
industrial and public utilities.” The RCEC lies within the area designated in the Hayward 
Area Shoreline Plan maps as “Industrial/Public Facilities.” Therefore, the RCEC is 
consistent with the Hayward Area Shoreline Plan.  

In addition, because the RCEC will use standard Best Management Practices (BMPs) and 
will comply with all permits and ordinances that govern drainage and erosion control, the 
project will not cause an increase in offsite flooding potential or sedimentation during the 
construction phase and will meet all local, state, and federal regulatory requirements 
associated with the protection of water quality and soil resources. 

Natural Gas Line Easement 
Please describe any easements necessary for the construction and operation of the natural gas 
supply line for the RCEC facilities. Discuss the actual location within the Depot Road right-
of-way, whether the supply line would be located within an existing easement or if a new or 
expanded easement will be required, any co-located or adjacent facilities within the easement, 
ownership of the easement (if it currently exists), and process for acquiring access or 
ownership. 

Response: PG&E will acquire the easements in Depot Road needed for routing the RCEC’s 
natural gas supply pipeline in accordance with their franchise agreements with the City of 
Hayward and Alameda County. Final acquisition of the easements and final pipeline design 
will be done by PG&E during the gas pipeline’s final construction planning phase. 
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Parcels Within RCEP Boundary
ID APN Number Zone ID Zoning Current Use Jurisdiction
1 439-0070-008-06 I Heavy Industrial Vehicle salvage, equipment storage County
2 439-0070-009-00 I Heavy Industrial Light industry, equipment storage County
3 439-0070-012-02 I Heavy Industrial Vehicle salvage County
4 439-0099-002-00 I Industrial Water Pollution Control Facility City

Surrounding Parcels 
5 439-0099-033-05 I Industrial Warehousing City
6 439-0099-036-02 I Industrial KFAX radio broadcast towers City
7 438-0080-006-03 FP Floodplain Wastewater sludge drying City
8 439-0035-023-01 I Industrial Office building/industrial park City
9 439-0099-033-02 I Industrial Undeveloped City
10 438-0080-006-02 I Industrial Wastewater sludge drying City
11 439-0070-013-01 I Heavy Industrial Vehicle salvage County
12 439-0070-008-04 I Heavy Industrial Vehicle salvage County
13 439-0070-014-00 I Heavy Industrial Vehicle salvage County
14 439-0070-006-00 I Heavy Industrial Vehicle salvage County
15 439-0090-066-00 I Industrial Warehousing/distribution City
16 439-0099-065-00 I Industrial Office building City
17 438-0060-015-03 FP Floodplain Former wastewater settling ponds City
18 439-0070-008-05 I Heavy Industrial Vehicle salvage County
19 439-0099-035-00 FP Floodplain Former settling ponds, wastewater treatment ponds City
20 439-0099-034-02 I Industrial Undeveloped City
21 439-0099-035-00 I Industrial Undeveloped City
22 439-0099-003-07 I Industrial Former metals fabricating (vacant) City
23 439-0099-052-00 I Industrial Truck terminal City
24 439-0099-051-00 I Industrial Truck terminal City
25 439-0099-004-15 I Industrial Light industry City
26 439-0099-037-02 I Industrial Light industry City
27 439-0070-011-00 I Heavy Industrial Flood control channel County
28 439-0035-018-00 FP Floodplain Former wastewater settling ponds City
29 439-0035-017-00 FP Floodplain Flood control channel City
30 439-0070-010-03 I Heavy Industrial Flood control channel County
31 439-0070-005-02 I Heavy Industrial Vehicle salvage County
32 439-0070-005-01 I Heavy Industrial Vehicle salvage County
33 439-0070-004-00 I Heavy Industrial Vehicle salvage County
34 439-0070-003-00 I Heavy Industrial Vehicle salvage County
35 439-0070-002-01 I Industrial Tractor trailer storage City
36 439-0075-013-02 I Industrial Light industry, warehousing City
37 439-0075-012-00 I Industrial Light industry, warehousing City
38 439-0075-010-02 I Industrial Light industry, warehousing City
39 439-0075-009-02 I Industrial Industrial park City
40 439-0075-069-02 I Industrial Industrial park City
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Transmission Line Easements 
35. 

36. 

Please describe any existing or new easement(s) that will be used or created for the 
transmission line routing from the RCEC property to the Grant-Eastshore connection 
Include information concerning current ownership of existing easement(s), actions proposed 
within the easement(s), and process for acquiring access approval or ownership. 

Response: Under the transmission Interconnection Agreement between PG&E and Russell 
City Energy Company, PG&E is responsible for obtaining all necessary transmission 
easements. Most of the RCEC transmission line will run in an existing easement (Grant-
Eastshore corridor). PG&E will acquire the new easements necessary for the transmission 
line route between the RCEC and the Grant-Eastshore corridor. 

Parking Map for Facility 
Please provide a scaled site map indicating the location and number of parking spaces for 
employees and visitors (including handicapped), off-street loading space(s), internal 
roads/driveways servicing these areas, emergency vehicle turnaround areas, and security gate 
parking stall and turn around(s), in compliance with the City of Hayward zoning 
requirements [Chapter 10, Article 1, Section 1.1645(o, u), Article 2, and Article 14]. Identify 
type of surfacing. Discuss method of determining the number of parking spaces proposed and 
justify any variation from minimum requirements. Design may be included as part of the 
requested landscaping plan (see Visual) or site map referenced in Land Use Item 1 above. 

Response: A full-size version of Figure 2.1-2 is provided as Attachment DR36-1. As noted in 
the background section preceding this data request, the site layout currently shows a total of 
ten parking spaces, with one of the ten spaces designated as a space for persons with physical 
disabilities. A review of parking needs at several of Calpine’s existing northern California 
plants indicates that ten spaces will not be adequate, thus the project owner proposes that ten 
additional parking spaces be included, for a total of twenty spaces. With a maximum daytime 
staff of fifteen, this allows for five spaces for visitors. Five of the additional ten spaces will be 
located north and adjacent to the parking spaces currently shown. The remaining five 
additional parking spaces will be located on the opposite side of the road immediately north 
of the administration/control/BOP electrical building. The parking spaces shown are 10 feet 
wide x 24 feet long, and are thus greater than the minimum dimensions of 9 feet wide by 
19 feet long indicated for standard parking spaces in Section 10-1.1645(o) of the City of 
Hayward Municipal Code. Also, Figure 2.1-2 incorrectly shows the access aisle for the space 
designated for persons with physical disabilities on the driver’s side, whereas Section 10-2.720 
of the Municipal Code requires the aisle on the passenger side. 

There are four off-street loading spaces: (1) adjacent to the cooling tower chemical feed 
pavilion for use in offloading bulk cooling tower chemicals and totes, (2) adjacent to the 
Title 22 chemical storage area for use in offloading bulk Title 22 chemicals and totes, 
(3) adjacent to the ammonia storage tank for use in offloading ammonia, and (4) south of the 
HRSG chemical feed pavilion for offloading HRSG chemical totes. In the case of the first 
three areas, the main plant loop road is widened in the unloading area to allow a tanker 
truck to offload while still allowing traffic in both directions on the main plant loop road. In 
the case of the fourth area, the delivery truck would be backed into the short spur road, thus 
leaving the plant loop road clear. 
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The main entrance to the RCEC will be from the south, off of Enterprise Avenue and across 
City of Hayward property following an alignment that makes use of portions of existing 
rights-of-way (storm sewer and East Bay Dischargers Authority pipeline). A secondary plant 
entrance on the north side of the RCEC, off Depot Road, will normally only be used for 
emergency purposes. Traffic flow within the RCEC can be in either direction on the plant loop 
road depending on the point of delivery. For instance, deliveries to the Title 22 chemical feed 
area and cooling tower chemical feed pavilion would travel in the counterclockwise direction, 
whereas ammonia deliveries would travel in the clockwise direction. 

All plant roads will be asphalt paved as shown in the Site Surfacing Plan, included in 
Appendix 2C of the Amendment No. 1 petition. Chemical delivery containment areas and 
areas where cranes will be located for maintenance purposes will have concrete surfaces. 
The Roadway and Fence Location Plan, also included in Appendix 2C, shows the 
dimensions of the parking spaces, dimensions of plant roads, coordinates of intersections, 
and radius of each turn. The plant entrance roads and main loop road are 20 feet wide. 
Various one-way driveways vary in width from 12 to 15 feet. A typical road section can be 
found in the Grading Details, also included in Appendix 2C. 

The access road from the end of Enterprise Avenue to the RCEC security gate will allow 
sufficient space for multiple vehicles to remain clear of the public street while awaiting 
clearance to enter the RCEC site. The design does not currently include a “turnaround stall” 
to turn around vehicles that are denied entry. Attachment DR36-2 shows an existing 
easement that the Union Sanitary District (USD) has with the City of Hayward for the 
purpose of turning around sodium bisulfite delivery trucks making deliveries to the 
Hayward Marsh dechlorination facility. The project owner intends to work with the City of 
Hayward and USD to make adjustments to this easement to tie-in with the RCEC entrance 
lane and also allow this easement to be used as the RCEC turnaround stall. 

Non-regulatory Signage 
37. Please identify the type, location (including height from ground), size, and design of any non-

regulatory signage proposed for the facility. Indicate if the signs will be illuminated. 

Response: City of Hayward’s Municipal Code Article 7 of Chapter 10 appears to be 
intended for signs visible to the public, assuring that such signs are attractive, preserve and 
improve the appearance of the City, and safeguard and enhance property values. Most of 
the signs within the fence line of the RCEC would be considered “regulatory” signs, 
required to notify personnel of fire hazards, safety hazards, hazardous materials, protective 
equipment requirements, confined spaces, traffic restrictions, etc. Other signs are used for 
equipment and building identification purposes. These signs are generally small and 
unobtrusive and will not typically be visible from the public right-of-way (i.e., the end of 
Enterprise Road). The RCEC will likely include a facility identification sign located adjacent 
to the main entrance gate. This sign has not yet been designed, but will be a free standing 
sign meeting the dimensional requirements of Section 10-7.403 (j) of the City of Hayward 
Municipal Code. If the sign is illuminated by means other than the street lighting at the 
entrance gate, the design of such illumination will comply with Section 10-7.308 of the City 
of Hayward Municipal Code.  
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Soil and Water Resources (38-42) 

Title 22 Engineering Report 
38. Please provide a draft engineering report per the provisions of Title 22 Code of Regulations 

Section 60323 that identifies: 

a. all agencies or entities that will be involved in the design, treatment, distribution, 
construction, operation and maintenance of the recycle facilities; 

b. a description of any legal arrangements outlining authorities and responsibilities 
between the agencies with respect to treatments; and 

c. a description of arrangements for coordinating all reuse-related activities between the 
City of Hayward and the project owner.  

Response: The project owner is in the process of preparing the Engineering Report for the 
recycled water facility. A draft of this report should be available by mid- to late-February 
2007. In the meantime, the following responses address the three items specifically 
identified in the data request: 

a. The project owner will be responsible for the preliminary design, treatment, distribution, 
and operation and maintenance of the recycled water facilities. The project owner 
intends to include the detailed design and construction of the recycled water facilities in 
the engineer/procure/construct contract under which the remainder of the RCEC will 
be designed and constructed. The City of Hayward will remain responsible for the 
operation and maintenance of their existing Water Pollution Control Facility (WPCF) 
and the production of the secondary effluent that will be the influent flow to the RCEC 
recycled water facility. 

b. The City of Hayward and the project owner have an existing agreement that obligates the 
parties to enter into a definitive agreement wherein: (1) the City will be responsible for 
making available up to 4.1 mgd of secondary effluent, on a first priority basis, for use as 
influent to the RCEC recycled water facility, (2) the City will accept clarifier sludge from 
the recycled water facility, and (3) the City will accept filter backwash water from the 
recycled water facility. Since this agreement was executed, the project owner has 
decided to return the filter backwash to the front end of the recycled water facility 
versus discharging it to the City’s WPCF. The definitive agreement will address 
responsibilities of the City with respect to treatment. 

c. The project owner and City of Hayward will develop a communications protocol that will 
outline the flow of information between the City and the RCEC. For instance, this 
protocol will require that the City notify the RCEC whenever they are producing 
secondary effluent that does not meet the discharge requirements of the East Bay 
Discharger Authority’s NPDES permit (excluding disinfection requirements). 
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Tertiary Treatment Train  
39. Provide a full description and schematic of the tertiary treatment train for the Title 22 RWF 

system; a discussion of its reliability record including the provisions for multiple RWF units 
to ensure reliable delivery of tertiary treated recycled water; and a discussion of all previous 
experience in producing tertiary treated recycled water. 

Response: A full description of the RCEC Recycled Water Facility (RWF) will be included in 
the Engineering Report. In the mean time, the following abbreviated description is provided 
in response to this data request. 

The RWF will be designed to produce disinfected tertiary treated recycled water suitable for 
makeup to an industrial cooling tower in accordance with Title 22, Chapter 4 of the 
California Code of Regulations. The RWF will be sized for a net recycled water production 
rate of 3,000 gpm (4.3 mgd), thus providing a margin of approximately 7.4 percent on the 
projected RCEC peak demand of 2,793 gpm. Attachment 39-1 is a process flow diagram 
showing the major components and processes of the RWF. Attachment 39-2 is a scale 
drawing showing the general arrangement of the RWF. 

The RWF will contain the following major elements and unit processes: 

• Secondary Effluent Diversion—Secondary effluent will be diverted to the RWF from 
the City of Hayward’s existing 48-inch secondary effluent pipeline which runs along the 
south edge of the RCEC. 

• Influent Pumping—The influent pump station will include three 50% capacity, variable-
speed, vertical turbine pumps installed in a conventional wet well. The pump station 
will be used to pump secondary effluent to the ACTIFLO systems providing the head 
necessary for the remainder of the treatment processes.  

• ACTIFLO Systems—Two 100% capacity Krüger ACTIFLO systems will be provided to 
coagulate, flocculate, settle, and remove solids from the secondary effluent. The 
ACTIFLO system utilizes ballasted sedimentation (sand is added to the process) to 
provide rapid settling of suspended solids, thereby minimizing the footprint required 
for the flocculation and clarification processes. Each ACTIFLO train will include the 
following components: 

− One coagulation tank with constant-speed vertical shaft mixer. 

− One injection tank with constant-speed vertical shaft mixer. 

− One maturation tank with variable-speed vertical shaft mixer (variable-speed is 
required to optimize floc formation and chemical consumption). 

− One settling tank (clarifier) with variable-speed sludge scraper mechanism and 
Lamella plate settlers. 

− Two 100% capacity constant-speed sand/sludge pumps to recirculate the 
sand/sludge mixture back to the hydrocyclones. 
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− Two 100% capacity hydrocyclones to separate the sand from the settled solids. The 
sand will be recovered and recycled to the injection tank. The settled solids will be 
discharged the sludge tank. 

The following facilities will be shared by the two ACTIFLOW trains: 

− One sludge tank for collection of the solids discharged from the ACTIFLO process. 

− Two 100% capacity constant-speed sludge pumps to pump sludge from the sludge 
tank to the City of Hayward WPCF. 

− One sand hopper for storage of the sand used to replace that which is lost in the 
ACTIFLO process. 

− One eductor and booster pump for periodic transfer of make-up sand from the sand 
hopper to the ACTIFLO injection tanks.  

• Chemical Storage and Feed—Facilities will be provided to store and feed a coagulant 
aid (e.g., ferric chloride or alum), flocculent aid (various polymers), and sodium 
hypochlorite. An 8,000-gallon coagulant storage tank will provide approximately 
15 days of storage at the design process flow and a dosage of 60 mg/L. Two 100% 
capacity chemical metering pumps will be provided for feeding coagulant to a common 
feed location upstream of the ACTIFLO process. Polymer will be delivered and stored in 
two 200-gallon totes, providing approximately 39 days of storage at the design process 
flow and a dosage of 2 mg/L. Three 100% capacity polymer-blending units (two service 
units and one common spare) will be provided for feeding polymer to the two ACTIFLO 
trains. The spare polymer-blending unit will also be capable of pumping a “filter aid” 
polymer directly to a common feed location, located immediately upstream of the filters. 
Space will be provided for a third tote bin containing filter aid polymer. An 8,000-gallon 
sodium hypochlorite storage tank will provide approximately 17 days of storage at the 
design process flow and a dosage of 15 mg/L. Two 100% capacity chemical metering 
pumps will be provided for feeding sodium hypochlorite to a common feed location at 
the inlet to the chlorine contact basins. A third auxiliary chemical metering pump will be 
used to periodically feed sodium hypochlorite to the front end of the RWF for algae 
control. All metering pumps will be variable-speed with manually adjustable stroke. 

• Filtration—Two 100% capacity packaged cloth media disc filter systems will be 
provided to remove additional solids not previously removed in the ACTIFLO process. 
The filters will be sized to provide a loading rate not exceeding 6 gpm/sf at the 
maximum recycled water flow rate of 4.3 mgd, with one filter out of service. Each filter 
will include a dedicated backwash pump. Backwash wastewater will be recycled to the 
influent pump station. The filters provided will be one of the following: 

− Aqua-Aerobic Systems, AquaDISK 

− U.S. Filter-Krüger Products, Hydrotech Discfilter 

Both of these products are listed in the Department of Health Services’ January 2007 
Treatment Technology Report for Recycled Water as being “acceptable” for compliance 
with the treatment requirements of the California Recycled Water Criteria. 
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• Disinfection—Two 50% capacity chlorine contact basins will be included to provide 
90 minutes (modal) chlorine contact time as required by Title 22 regulations. Each basin 
will have a serpentine flow path with extensive baffling in order to approach plug flow 
conditions. Upstream of the chlorine contact basins, two mixers, installed in series, will 
be used to thoroughly mix sodium hypochlorite with filtered water. 

• Recycled Water Pumping—Three 50% capacity, variable speed, horizontal end suction 
centrifugal pumps will be used to pump recycled water from the outlet of the chlorine 
contact basins to the recycled water storage tank. In the event that the recycled water 
storage tank is out of service, these pumps will also be able to pump directly to the 
cooling tower basin. 

• Recycled Water Storage—A nominal 700,000-gallon storage tank will provide 
approximately four hours of operational storage at the maximum recycled water 
demand of 2,793 gpm. 

• RWF Power Distribution Center—A dedicated power distribution center (PDC) will 
contain the motor control center, power distribution panels, and controls for the RWF. 
Power will be fed to PDC at the 480-volt level from the RCEC auxiliary power 
distribution center. 

In the unlikely event that secondary effluent is not available from the City of Hayward 
WPCF, or the quality of the secondary effluent is such that treatment to Title 22 standards is 
not feasible, or there is a failure within the RWF that does not allow the facility to meet the 
recycled water demand, City of Hayward potable water will be used to supplement or 
replace recycled water. The potable water will be fed to the chlorein contact basin effluent 
channel and protected with an air gap.  

The RWF will include complete redundancy for each unit process such that the facility can 
operate at design capacity with one unit in each process (i.e., one influent pump, one 
ACTIFLO train, one filter, one chlorine mixer, and one recycled water pump) out of service. 
The exception to this is the chlorine contact basins, which have no moving parts, and where 
two 50% capacity basins are proposed. The project owner’s previous recycled water 
experience is addressed in the response to Data Request 41. 

Rationale for Using Potable Water  
40. Please provide the rationale and economic and/or environmental justification for not using an 

alternative nonpotable or fresh water source for the RCEC’s backup water supply which is 
consistent with State Water Policy and SWRCB Resolution 75-58. 

Response: The RCEC will use recycled water for steam production and for cooling. As 
certified by the CEC, in the unlikely event that supply from the WPCF is interrupted and the 
treated storage is exhausted, domestic water supply from the City of Hayward will be used 
for temporary makeup to the RCEC.  

The CEC decision granting certification of the RCEC with a backup domestic water supply 
from the City of Hayward concluded that “the project will not cause any significant adverse 
direct, indirect, or cumulative impacts to soil or water resources, and will comply with all 
applicable laws, ordinances, regulations, and standards” (RCEC Decision, p. 160). 
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The RCEC project, as amended, continues to propose to receive process water supply from the 
City of Hayward WPCF and to use domestic water for domestic uses, fire fighting, service 
water, and as an emergency backup supply. While the inclusion of the zero-liquid discharge 
system, the addition of the Title 22 Recycled Water Facility, and removal of the Advanced 
Wastewater Treatment plant will involve some redesign of the water treatment systems, the 
sources of water for the project remain the same and the quantities of water used will remain 
nearly the same as under the approved design. Therefore, neither the approved project nor 
the project as amended will cause any significant adverse direct, indirect, or cumulative 
impacts to soil or water resources, and will comply with all applicable LORS. 

Data Request 40 implies that the project, as amended, does not comply with State Water 
Policy and SWRCB Resolution 75-58 because the emergency backup supply would use 
domestic water supply from the City of Hayward. Resolution 75-58 was adopted by the 
State Water Resources Control Board in 1975, more than 31 years ago and, to our 
knowledge, the policy has never been updated or revised. Portions of the Resolution have 
been characterized as “outdated” by the CEC Staff.1 Nevertheless, to the extent that the 
Resolution provides relevant policy guidance, the RCEC project, as licensed by the CEC and 
as amended, fully complies with that policy. The policy states: 

…the Board’s position that from a water quantity and quality standpoint 
the source of power plant cooling water should come from the following 
sources in this order of priority depending on site specifics such as 
environmental, technical and economic feasibility consideration: 
(1) wastewater being discharged to the ocean, (2) ocean, (3) brackish water 
from natural sources or irrigation return flow, (4) inland wastewaters of 
low TDS, and (5) other inland waters.”  

That is precisely what this project does. The source of cooling water is the source listed as 
the highest priority: “wastewater being discharged to the ocean.” And the source of water 
listed as the lowest priority, “other inland waters,” is to be used for cooling purposes only in 
an emergency and only on a temporary basis, when there is an infrequent failure in the 
wastewater treatment facilities.  

It is not necessary to conduct a detailed economic or environmental analysis of the 
feasibility of using wastewater from another wastewater treatment facility as backup to 
RCEC. All of the other wastewater facilities in Alameda County are such a great distance 
from the RCEC that the enormous cost of constructing a pipeline from these facilities to 
RCEC solely for the purpose of providing a backup supply of water in the unlikely event of 
a failure the primary system would far outweigh the benefits of potentially displacing a 
small quantity of domestic water.2 

                                                 
1 Docket No. 02-IEP-1, STAFF COMMENTS - State Water Policy Background and Recommendation for Implementation 
September 2, 2003, footnote 1  
 
2 The other wastewater facilities in Alameda County are City of Livermore, which provides service within the Livermore city 
limits; Ruby Hills in Pleasanton; Lawrence Livermore and Sandia National Laboratories; City of San Leandro, Environmental 
Services Division, which serves zip code areas 94577, 94578, and 94579; Dublin San Ramon Services District, which serves 
the cities of Pleasanton and Dublin; East Bay Municipal Utility District, which serves the cities of Oakland, Emeryville, Alameda, 
Piedmont, Berkeley, and Albany; Oro Loma Sanitary District, which serves San Lorenzo, Ashland, Cherryland, Fairview, and 
portions of Castro Valley, San Leandro, and Hayward; and Union Sanitary District, which serves the cities of Fremont, Newark, 
and Union City.  



RUSSELL CITY ENERGY CENTER (01-AFC-7) RESPONSES TO DATA REQUESTS 1 THROUGH 52 

SOIL AND WATER RESOURCES (38-42) 64 RCEC_DR_RESPONSE_1-52.DOC-01/17/2007 

Annual Consumption of Potable Water  
41. If it is determined that all other nonpotable or fresh water sources are economically infeasible 

or environmentally undesirable as a backup water supply, please provide an estimate of the 
annual consumption of potable water that would be needed for backup cooling and process 
water needs based on: 

a. previous recycled water production experience or 

b. the process redundancy and/or reliability of the proposed Title 22 Recycled Water 
Facility system. 

Response: Condition of Certification SOIL & WATER 4 presently allows the use of potable 
water as a backup water supply for the RCEC in the event of “an unavoidable interruption 
of the AWT Plant supply, but not to exceed 45 days (1,080 hours) in any one calendar year.” 
The Condition additionally allows potable water to be used for “cooling and process 
purposes in excess of 45 days per calendar year if an unavoidable interruption of the AWT 
supply is due to an Act of God, a natural disaster, an unforeseen emergency or other 
unforeseen circumstances outside the control of the project owner.” The amendments to this 
condition as proposed by the project owner are simply to replace the references to the 
“AWT” and “AWT supply” with “onsite Title 22 facility” so as to reflect the current water 
and wastewater treatment configuration. The project owner is not proposing any revisions 
to the use of potable water as a backup supply or the circumstances under which it may be 
used. 

During normal operation, no potable water will be used for process or cooling purposes at 
the RCEC. The RCEC will include a recycled water storage tank of sufficient capacity to 
meet the peak demand of the RCEC for a period of up to 4 hours. The volume in this tank 
should be sufficient to cover the most likely unavoidable interruptions in the supply of 
recycled water to the RCEC. These would include such things as temporary loss of chemical 
feed, failure of analyzers, controls failures, or brief power failures. During most years, the 
RCEC is not expected to use any potable water for backup of the recycled water supply. The 
rare instances where the RCEC would anticipate needing potable water are such things as 
extended utility power outages at the 230 kV level, extended upsets of the City of 
Hayward’s WPCF where the secondary effluent quality is not suitable for treatment to 
disinfected, tertiary treatment standards. Such events would be expected to be very 
infrequent and last only a matter of days. 

In response to the specifics of this data request, the project owner offers the following: 

a. The project owner’s previous recycled water production experience involves the 
following projects: 

• Delta Diablo Sanitation District (DDSD) Recycled Water Facility—This project is 
a 12.8-mgd facility for which Calpine oversaw the engineering, construction, and 
startup of a tertiary treatment plant providing recycled water to Calpine’s Delta 
Energy Center, Los Medanos Energy Center, and several community parks and 
landscaped areas. The plant is owned and operated by DDSD and has been 
operating successfully since 2001. The plant includes an influent pump station, 
ACTIFLO ballasted sedimentation process, continuous backwash sand filters, 
chlorine contact basins, recycled water storage tank and pump stations, and 
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associated chemical feed systems. The facilities proposed for the RCEC will be 
very similar, although the RCEC recycled water facility will be smaller in 
capacity and will use a different technology for filtration. 

• City of Mankato Water Reclamation Facility—This project is a 6-mgd facility for 
which Calpine oversaw the engineering, construction, and startup of a tertiary 
treatment plant providing recycled water to Calpine’s Mankato Energy Center. 
The plant is owned and operated by the City of Mankato and has been operating 
successfully since 2006. Because of the cold climate, the majority of this facility is 
located indoors. In addition, the ACTIFLO process at this facility is designed 
with a capacity of 12 mgd to provide phosphorus removal to the entire effluent 
stream from the City’s secondary treatment facilities. The plant includes an 
influent pump station, ACTIFLO ballasted sedimentation process, disk filters, 
chlorine contact basin, recycled water pump station, and associated chemical 
feed systems. Again, the facilities proposed for the RCEC will be very similar; 
although the RCEC recycled water facility will be located outdoors. 

b. The RCEC recycled water facility will be designed to meet or exceed the reliability 
requirements of Sections 60349 through 60355 of Title 22. Specifically, the following 
redundancy will be provided in order to assure a high level of reliability: 

• Three 50% capacity influent pumps 

• Two 100% capacity ACTIFLO trains 

• Two 100% capacity disc filters 

• Two 100% capacity chlorine mixers 

• Two 50% capacity chlorine contact basins 

• Three 50% capacity recycled water pumps 

• Two 100% capacity coagulant pumps 

• Three 100% capacity polymer feed systems (one per ACTIFLO train plus a 
common spare) 

• Three 100% capacity sodium hypochlorite feed pumps (Two for the disinfection 
proceed plus a third pump for use in feeding sodium hypochlorite to alternate 
locations, i.e., plant influent) 

This level of redundancy exceeds that of the DDSD facility which has two 50% capacity 
ACTIFLO trains and four 25% capacity filters. The DDSD facility has been operating since 
April 2001 with only occasional planned outages for maintenance purposes and a few 
unplanned outages because of utility power failures. The planned outages have been 
scheduled so as to not interrupt the flow of recycled water to the Delta Energy Center and 
Los Medanos Energy Center. The utility power failures have generally been short in 
duration. Although the DDSD facility includes a backup water supply (Contra Costa Water 
District raw water), the backup supply has never been used to supplement or replace the 
recycled water provided by the facility. The RCEC RWF is expected to be even more reliable 
than the DDSD facility given the higher level of redundancy and more reliable power 
source. 
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DESCP  
42. Please provide a draft DESCP containing elements A through I below outlining site 

management activities and erosion/sediment control BMPs to be implemented during site 
mobilization, excavation, construction, and post-construction activities. Within the draft 
DESCP, please provide a discussion of those additional requirements of SFBRWQCB Order 
No. 2003-0021 as they relate to construction and post-construction BMPs as well as a 
discussion of brownfield cleanup requirements and which state or local agency has lead 
agency jurisdiction. The level of detail in the draft DESCP should be commensurate with the 
current level of planning for site cleanup and corresponding site grading and drainage. 
Please provide all conceptual erosion control information for those phases of construction and 
post-construction that have been developed or provide a statement when such information 
will be available. 

A. Vicinity Map – A map(s) at a minimum scale 1”=100’ will be provided indicating the 
location of all project elements with depictions of all significant geographic features 
including swales, storm drains, and sensitive areas. 

B. Site Delineation – All areas subject to soil disturbance for the RCEC (project site, lay 
down areas, all linear facilities, landscaping areas, and any other project elements) shall 
be delineated showing boundary lines of all construction areas and the location of all 
existing and proposed structures, pipelines, roads, and drainage facilities. 

C. Watercourses and Critical Areas – The DESCP shall show the location of all nearby 
watercourses including swales, storm drains, and drainage ditches. Indicate the 
proximity of those features to the project construction, lay down, and landscape areas and 
all transmission and pipeline construction corridors. 

D. Drainage Map – The DESCP shall provide a topographic site map(s) at a minimum 
scale 1”=100’ showing all existing, interim and proposed drainage systems and drainage 
area boundaries. On the map, spot elevations are required where relatively flat conditions 
exist. The spot elevations and contours shall be extended off-site for a minimum distance 
of 100 feet in flat terrain. 

E. Drainage of Project Site Narrative – The DESCP shall include a narrative of the 
drainage measures to be taken to protect the site and downstream facilities. The narrative 
should include the summary pages from the hydraulic analysis prepared by a professional 
engineer/erosion control specialist. The narrative shall state the watershed size(s) in acres 
that was used in the calculation of drainage measures. The hydraulic analysis should be 
used to support the selection of BMPs and structural controls to divert off-site and on-
site drainage around or through the project construction and laydown areas. 

F. Clearing and Grading Plans – The DESCP shall provide a delineation of all areas to be 
cleared of vegetation and areas to be preserved. The plan shall provide elevations, slopes, 
locations, and extent of all proposed grading as shown by contours, cross sections or 
other means. The locations of any disposal areas, fills, or other special features will also be 
shown. Illustrate existing and proposed topography tying in proposed contours with 
existing topography. 

G. Clearing and Grading Narrative – The DESCP shall include a table with the 
quantities of material excavated or filled for the site and all project elements of the RCEC 
(project site, lay down areas, transmission corridors, and pipeline corridors). The table 
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shall distinguish whether such excavations or fill are temporary or permanent and the 
amount of material to be imported or exported. 

H. Best Management Practices Plan – The DESCP shall identify on the topographic site 
map(s) the location of the site specific BMPs to be employed during each phase of 
construction (initial grading, project element excavation and construction, and final 
grading/stabilization). BMPs shall include measures designed to prevent wind and water 
erosion in areas with existing soil contamination. Treatment control BMPs used during 
construction should enable testing of groundwater and/or stormwater runoff prior to 
discharge to San Francisco Bay. 

I. Best Management Practices Narrative – The DESCP shall show the location (as 
identified in H above), timing, and maintenance schedule of all erosion and sediment 
control BMPs to be used prior to initial grading, during project element excavation and 
construction, final grading/stabilization, and post-construction. Separate BMP 
implementation schedules shall be provided for each project element for each phase of 
construction. The maintenance schedule should include post-construction maintenance of 
structural control BMPs, or a statement provided when such information will be 
available. 

Response: A Draft DESCP is provided as Attachment DR42-1. Due to the size of the 
document, 5 copies have been provided to the CEC. Additional copies will be provided to 
the CEC Staff or other interested parties upon request.



 

 

Attachment DR39-1 
RWF Process Flow Diagram 
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Attachment DR39-2 
Recycled Water Facility 
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Draft Erosion Sediment Control Plan 
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SECTION 1 

Introduction 

This Preliminary Draft Drainage, Erosion, and Sediment Control Plan (DESCP) has been 
prepared in anticipation of the California Energy Commission’s (CEC) approval of the 
proposed Russell City Energy Center (RCEC) (01-AFC-07, Amendment #1). The RCEC will 
be a natural gas-fired, combined-cycle electric generating facility rated at a nominal gross 
generating capacity of 600 megawatts (MW). It will be located within the City of Hayward. 
This preliminary draft DESCP, prepared in response to CEC Staff Data Request #42, 
demonstrates that the Project will not cause an increase in off-site flooding potential 
(due to an increase in stormwater runoff from the post-development site conditions) or 
sedimentation during the construction phase by using standard best management practices 
(BMPs), and it will meet all local, state, and federal regulatory requirements associated with 
the protection of water quality and soil resources. In addition, this DESCP discusses the 
requirements of the San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) 
as they relate to construction and post-construction BMPs and also those requirements 
associated with the clean-up of sites designated as brownfields.  

This draft DESCP is preliminary because it is prepared in advance of the final phase of 
construction planning and engineering design, during which the details regarding 
construction schedule and certain aspects of erosion control design will be finalized. 
This will take place after licensing and will be included in a future draft of the DESCP. 
This document contains placeholders for some of these future items (i.e., detailed schedule 
and supplemental BMP map).  

1.1 Drainage, Erosion, and Sediment Control Plan Elements 
Staff Data Request #42 requests a draft DESCP “outlining site management activities to be 
implemented during site mobilization, excavation, and construction.” This draft DESCP 
includes the following elements: 

• Vicinity Map – The project location map (Figure 2) indicates the location of all project 
elements with depiction of significant geographic features to include watercourses, 
swales, storm drains, and sensitive areas.  

• Site Delineation – The RCEC site and all project elements are delineated on a map 
showing all areas subject to soil disturbance and the location of all existing and 
proposed structures, pipelines, roads, and drainage facilities.  

• Watercourses and Critical Areas – The DESCP shows the location of watercourses and 
critical areas such as creeks, rivers, wetlands and other environmentally sensitive areas.  

• Drainage – The DESCP provides a topographic site map showing existing, interim and 
proposed drainage systems; drainage area boundaries; watershed size in acres; and the 
hydraulic analysis to support the selection of BMPs to divert off-site drainage around 
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SECTION 1: INTRODUCTION 

and through the plant and laydown areas. A narrative also is provided to support the 
map. 

• Clearing and Grading – The DESCP provides clearing and grading plans to show 
elevations, slope, location, and extent of proposed grading. A narrative also is included 
with a table of the quantities of material excavated or filled for the site.  

• Best Management Practices – The DESCP describes the location, timing, and 
maintenance schedule of BMPs to be used. Final design and placement of the BMPs will 
take place during the final phase of construction planning after licensing.  

1.2 Regulatory Background 
The Project will comply with all local, state, and federal regulatory requirements associated 
with the protection of water quality and soil resources, as indicated in the original 
Application for Certification (AFC) and AFC Amendment Petition No. 1 for the RCEC. The 
following paragraphs discuss the requirements of the San Francisco Bay RWQCB and also 
those requirements associated with the cleanup of sites designated as brownfields. 

1.2.1 San Francisco Bay RWQCB Order No. 2003-0021 
The City of Hayward is a co-permittee of the Alameda County Clean Water Program, which 
is a coordinated effort by local governments in Alameda County to improve water quality in 
San Francisco Bay. In February of 2003, the San Francisco Bay RWQCB approved a new 
Municipal Stormwater Permit (Order No. 2003-0021) for Alameda County, which requires 
more stringent best management practices (BMPs) prior to stormwater discharge from new 
development or redevelopment.  

Permittees must submit a Stormwater Quality Management Plan (SQMP) in order to reduce 
the discharge of pollutants in stormwater to the maximum extent practicable (MEP) and to 
effectively prohibit non-stormwater discharges into municipal storm drain systems and 
watercourses within the Permittees’ jurisdictions. The SQMP serves as the framework for 
identification, assignment, and implementation of BMPs. The SQMP also contains 
performance standards that address the following program components: public information 
and participation, municipal maintenance, new development and significant 
redevelopment, construction site controls, illicit discharge controls, and industrial and 
commercial discharge controls. Performance standards are defined as the level of 
implementation necessary to demonstrate the control of pollutants in stormwater to the 
MEP. Permittees are required to implement the SQMP, demonstrate its effectiveness, and 
provide for necessary and appropriate revisions, modifications, and improvements to 
reduce pollutants in stormwater discharges to the MEP. 

1.2.2 Brownfield Cleanup 
Assembly Bill 1876 (Statutes 1995, Chapter 820), established the Private Site Management 
Program (Program) to provide the private sector with an incentive to cleanup low-threat 
sites, including brownfields. The project location will involve industrial renovation of 
“brownfield” property in an area that is zoned for industrial and heavy industrial uses. 
The Program addresses the need for an appropriate level of environmental oversight at 
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SECTION 1: INTRODUCTION 

certain types of brownfields and other low-risk sites. It authorizes private site managers to 
conduct environmental assessments, site investigations, and removal or remedial actions 
at low-risk sites with limited Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) oversight. 
The Program Performance Standards Regulations were adopted by DTSC in 
February 2003 and are available for review on DTSC’s website at 
http://www.dtsc.ca.gov/LawsRegsPolicies/Title22/OEARA_REG_Title22_Ch51.cfm. 

1.3 Project Overview 
Russell City Energy Company, LLC proposes to construct, own, and operate a merchant 
energy generating facility in the Industrial Corridor of the City of Hayward, Alameda 
County, California. The generating facility is to be known as the Russell City Energy Center 
(RCEC). The RCEC will be a natural gas-fired, combined-cycle electric generating facility 
rated at a nominal gross generating capacity of 600 megawatts (MW). The RCEC property 
will be approximately 18.8 acres, consisting of a fenced-in area of 16.5 acres, which 
includes the East Bay Dischargers Authority (EBDA) easement. The fenced area will 
accommodate the generation facilities, including the storage tank areas, parking area, 
control/administration building, water treatment building, emission control equipment, 
generation equipment, and the on-site switchyard. The site location is shown in 
Figures 1 and 2 (all figures are located in Appendix 1). The power plant facilities are 
shown in the general arrangement drawing in Figure 3. 

The proposed energy center will consist of the following: 

• A 600-megawatt (MW) nominal, natural gas-fired, combined cycle generating facility 
consisting of two “F-Class” combustion turbine–generators (CTGs), two multi-pressure, 
supplementary-fired heat recovery steam generators (HSRGs), a single 3-pressure, 
reheat, condensing steam turbine–generator (STG), and a hybrid, wet/dry plume-abated 
mechanical draft cooling tower. 

• A 230-kilovolt (kV) on-site switchyard and a 230-kV, double-circuit overhead 
transmission line connecting the RCEC switchyard to the existing Pacific Gas and 
Electric (PG&E) Eastshore Substation via PG&E’s existing Eastshore to Grant 115-kV 
transmission corridor. The transmission line will be constructed by PG&E; construction 
of the transmission line is not covered by this DESCP. 

• A new natural gas line. Natural gas will be delivered via a new gas line from Pacific Gas 
and Electric Company’s (PG&E) line 153 located along the Union Pacific Railroad 
easement to the east of the project. The gas line will run east from the project site, along 
Depot Road to the easement for a distance of approximately 3,800 feet (0.7 mile) (see 
Figure 2). The natural gas line will be constructed by PG&E; construction of the natural 
gas line is not covered by this DESCP. 

• A new connection from the southern boundary of the project site to the exiting, City of 
Hayward, 12-inch potable water line that runs along Enterprise Avenue (see Figure 2). 
This connection will provide water required for domestic uses and fire fighting. A new 
sanitary sewer line will parallel the potable water line connection. 
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The temporary disturbance area for the project will be 45.37 acres. This acreage includes 
construction of all of the linear facilities. Construction of the transmission line and natural 
gas line will be constructed by PG&E. Therefore, they are not covered in this DESCP. 
Stormwater management during construction of the transmission line and natural gas line 
will be addressed by regulatory requirements (i.e., State Water Resources Control Board) 
through PG&E. The temporary disturbance area will be approximately 29 acres for the 
project, less the disturbance area for the transmission line and natural gas line.  

1.4 Watercourses and Other Critical Areas 
1.4.1 Watercourses 
The RCEC site is located within the San Lorenzo Cone drainage basin. This basin drains an 
area of west Hayward comprising approximately 9,700 acres. Old Alameda Creek and the 
Ward-Zeile Creek systems convey most of the precipitation runoff in this area (Figure 4). 
Surface waters flow into South San Francisco Bay. The watershed of the project area lies in 
the Arroyo de Alameda between Sulphur Creek and Mt. Eden Creek, the largest streams in 
the RCEC vicinity. Sulphur Creek (approximately 1.7 miles to the northwest) and Mt. Eden 
Creek (approximately 1 mile to the south) also flow into South San Francisco Bay. Most of 
the streams and arroyos in the vicinity of the site are ephemeral in nature. Storm-flow runoff 
is managed by the Alameda County Public Works Agency-Flood Control and Water 
Conservation District to mitigate flooding impacts and to help recharge groundwater.  

1.4.2 Other Critical Areas 
No jurisdictional wetlands or waters of the U.S. are present within the project site or the 
construction parking and laydown area. Small, isolated seasonal wetlands are located south 
of the RCEC site. Large areas south of the isolated wetlands and to the west are brackish or 
saltwater marshes in various stages of restoration. These areas include several areas that 
were formerly salt evaporation ponds that are currently open water; areas formerly salt 
evaporation ponds, but that have returned to natural wetland vegetation (pickleweed 
dominant); a large area called the HARD Marsh that is a managed and created wetland fed 
by runoff as well as by secondary treated effluent from USD/EBDA, mixed periodically 
with bay water; and the Cogswell Marsh, a tidally influenced salt marsh to the northwest of 
the project area. These wetland areas are shown on Figure 4.  

An excavated drainage ditch, which is a part of the Alameda County Flood Control and 
Water Conservation District’s storm water system, is present approximately 15 feet west of 
the project area; the drainage is approximately 15 to 20 feet wide and conveys storm water 
runoff to the north. 

1.5 Project Ownership 
Russell City Energy Company, LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Calpine Corporation 
(Calpine) and GE Energy Financial Services (GE), is the project owner.  
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SECTION 2 

Drainage 

2.1 Precipitation 
The climate in the project area is Mediterranean with moderate year-round temperatures 
and a winter rainy season. The closest long-term precipitation gauge to the RCEC is Station 
62, located on the Hayward Corporation Yard, at an elevation of 55 feet above mean sea 
level. Between 1957 and 1992, the annual rainfall at that location averaged 17.9 inches per 
year. The project site falls in an area that receives, on average, approximately 17 inches of 
rain per year. Most of this precipitation occurs during the months of October through April, 
while summers are relatively dry. 

2.2 Floodplain 
Portions of the project site, construction laydown area, and parking sites are located within 
the revised Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 100-year floodplain, as shown 
in Figure 5. The project site grade elevation will be raised, as necessary, to ensure the 
minimization of flooding risk to the plant structures and to confirm compliance with FEMA, 
City (Chapter 9, Article 4, Section 9.4.110 of the City of Hayward Municipal Code), and 
County (Article 3 of the Alameda County General Ordinance Code) policies, which require 
that the energy center be above the 100-year flood level, base flood elevation of 7 feet.  

2.3 Drainage 
The grading and drainage plan for the RCEC is shown in Figure 6. During operations, 
off-site stormwater runoff will be diverted around the improved facilities using a 
combination of berms and swales, generally draining from the east to the west, into an 
existing Alameda County Flood Control and Water Conservation District (ACFCWCD) 
stormwater drainage channel running along the western boundary of the project site. On-
site stormwater runoff from non-contained areas will be diverted to a series of catch basins 
and ultimately discharged to the same location as the off-site runoff (the ACFCWCD 
stormwater drainage channel). On-site stormwater runoff from within the contained 
generating and industrial areas of the site will be collected in the plant process drain system 
and routed through an oil-water separator. The oil-water separator will remove floating oil, 
grease, and other hydrocarbons. The clean water from the separator will be sent to the 
sanitary sewer. 

During construction, stormwater will be processed as described above (diverted to catch 
basins and ultimately discharged to the ACFCWCD stormwater drainage channel). The 
initial construction activity will be to construct diversion channels and Channel A around 
the site perimeter (Figure 6). Next, catch basins and pipes will be installed prior to active 
construction in project areas. This will occur in the switchyard area first, followed by the 
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power block area, and then the cooling tower area). Inlet protection BMPs will be used until 
construction is complete. See Appendix 2B for more details.  

A drainage plan for the construction parking and laydown areas and for construction of the 
water lines is not currently available. A temporary drainage system will be designed and 
added to the Final DESCP for control of stormwater during construction. 

A Stormwater Management Plan (with complete analysis methods and calculations) is 
provided in Appendix 2A. An Erosion and Sediment Control Plan is provided in 
Appendix 2B for the RCEC site and one of the construction laydown areas (the majority of 
this plan is summarized in this DESCP in Section 5, Best Management Practices). 
Stormwater drawings identifying drainage and grading details are provided in 
Appendix 2C. 
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SECTION 3 

Clearing and Grading 

3.1 Areas to be Cleared and Graded 
3.1.1 RCEC Site 
The grading plan for the RCEC is shown in Figure 6. The topography of the site is 
essentially flat, with a mean elevation of approximately 10 feet above mean sea level. 
Construction of the RCEC will require grading and earthwork to bring the base elevation to 
above the 100-year floodplain elevation. Graded areas will be smooth, compact, free from 
irregular surface changes, and sloped to drain toward the natural drainage system.  

Any areas to be backfilled will be prepared by removing unsuitable material and rocks. 
The bottom of any excavation will be examined for loose or soft areas. Such areas will be 
fully excavated and backfilled with compacted fill in layers of uniform, specified thickness. 
Structural fill supporting foundations, roads, parking areas, etc., will be compacted in 
accordance with ASTM standards.  

The surficial soils at the RCEC site are predominantly clay (Reyes clay, drained). Clearing of 
vegetative cover and the subsequent soil disturbance for grading activities will likely result 
in short-term increases in water and wind erosion rates. The proposed project design will 
include measures to stabilize fill areas and cut slopes and to control drainage and erosion. 
These design measures are expected to minimize erosion and sedimentation to acceptable 
levels. 

3.1.2 Linear Facilities 
The potable water and sanitary sewer connections will be accomplished through trenching. 
Trenching will consist of digging a 3- to 7-foot-wide trench. Trench width will depend on 
the type of soils encountered and underground obstructions. Trench depth will be sufficient 
to meet the requirements of the governing agencies. The excavated soil will be piled on one 
side of the trench and used for backfilling after the pipes are installed in each trench.  

3.2 Location of Disposal Areas, Fills or Other Special Areas 
It is anticipated that any excavated soil will be used onsite for grading and leveling 
purposes. In the event that some of the excavated soil will not be reused onsite, classification 
of the soil for disposal would be made on the basis of sampling. Sampling would be 
completed once the soil is excavated and stockpiled. Soil that is determined to be 
non-hazardous could be suitable for reuse at a construction site or disposal at a regional 
disposal facility, depending on the chemical quality. Soil that is determined to be hazardous 
would be disposed of properly. 
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3.3 Existing and Proposed Topography 
Existing and proposed topography for the RCEC site is illustrated on Figure 6. Existing 
topography also is shown on Drawing RC-GEN-DE-C1-0009 in Appendix 2C. 

Topography maps for the construction parking and laydown areas and the water lines are 
not available at this time. This information will be incorporated into the Final DESCP.  

3.4 Volumes of Cut and Fill  
The grading of the site to design elevations will require the following: a cut volume of ___1 
cubic yards and fill of ____ cubic yards for a net fill of ___ cubic yards. Topsoil removal 
(hauled away from site) will total approximately ___ cubic yards. Cut and fill volumes for 
each project element are described in Table 1, below. Trenches excavated for the linear 
facilities will be entirely refilled. No surplus soil is expected. 

TABLE 1 
Summary of Cut and Fill Volumes for the RCEC 

Project Element 
Quantity of Material 

Excavated 
Quantity of Material 

Filled 
Temporary (T) / 
Permanent (P) 

General Site Grading TBD TBD TBD 

Raising of Base Flood Elevation TBD TBD TBD 

Total   NA 

 

                                                      
1 Cut and fill volumes will be determined during final construction planning and will be included in the Final DESCP. 
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SECTION 4 

Project Schedule 

Construction of the RCEC from site preparation and grading to commercial operation is 
expected to take place from the spring of 2008 to the summer of 2010, a total of 25 months. 
The actual construction duration from the start of construction to substantial completion is 
estimated to be 23 months. Major milestones are listed in Table 2. A more detailed project 
schedule will be provided in a future draft after final construction design is completed. 

TABLE 2 
Project Schedule Major Milestones 

Activity Date 

Begin Construction Second Quarter 2008 

Begin Startup and Testing Fourth Quarter 2009 

Construction Substantially Complete Second Quarter 2010 

Commercial Operation Second Quarter 2010 
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SECTION 5 

Best Management Practices 

The temporary disturbance area for construction of the facility will be approximately 
29 acres. The permanent disturbance area will be approximately 18.8 acres. The project has 
been designed to impact as small an area as possible at any given time, thereby limiting the 
amount of exposed soil. Construction is expected to proceed as expediently and efficiently 
as possible, thereby ensuring that as little soil is exposed for as short a time as possible. The 
following sections present standard construction best management practices (BMPs), most 
of which are described in the California Storm Water Best Management Practice Handbook 
(CASQA, 2003) and the Caltrans Storm Water Quality Handbook (2003). These resource 
handbooks provide comprehensive details on BMP implementation and will be obtained 
and reviewed by managers for all construction contractors that may have an impact on 
implementation of the DESCP. Appendix 3 contains the CASQA BMP fact sheets for BMPs 
to be used at the project site. These fact sheets include detailed descriptions of the BMPs 
discussed in the following sections. The fact sheets also include the maintenance practices 
for each BMP. Drawing RC-GEN-DE-C1-0007 in Appendix 2B shows the location of erosion 
and sediment control BMPs to be used at the 18.8-acre RCEC site. A supplemental BMP map 
for the construction parking and laydown areas and water lines will be prepared at a later 
date. This supplemental BMP map will be included in the Final DESCP as Figure 8.  

The following sections present the recommended construction BMPs for stormwater 
pollution prevention at the RCEC construction laydown areas, plant site, and water lines. 
Each section provides information on BMP implementation as it relates to the activity being 
performed. BMPs that may have an impact on implementation of the DESCP will be 
reviewed by managers and construction contractors. While performing the work, the 
contractors may implement additional control measures if necessary.  

5.1 General Erosion Control Measures 
The project has been designed to impact as small an area as possible at any given time, 
thereby limiting the amount of exposed soil. BMPs will be used to help maintain water 
quality, protect property from erosion damage, and prevent accelerated soil erosion or dust 
generation. Temporary erosion control measures would be implemented before construction 
begins and they would be evaluated and maintained during construction. These measures 
typically include revegetation, mulching, physical stabilization, dust suppression, berms, 
ditches, and sediment barriers. These measures would be removed from the site after the 
completion of construction.  

A mitigation monitoring plan also will be developed in conjunction with CEC Staff to set 
performance standards and monitor the effectiveness of BMPs. This plan will address the 
timing and methods of such measures, as well as reporting and response requirements. 
Personnel will receive training to conduct their jobs properly and recognize and report 
abnormal/adverse situations so that they can be quickly corrected. 
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SECTION 5: BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES 

The following general control measures may be used during various phases of the project: 

• Proper scheduling and sequencing of activities (EC-1) 

• Preservation of existing vegetation (EC-2) 

• Silt fences and fiber rolls (SE-1 and SE-5) 

• Drainage swales (EC-9) 

• Straw mulch (EC-6) 

• Placement of geotextiles, plastic covers, & erosion control blankets/mats (EC-7) 

• Placement of hydro seeding (EC-4), mulching (EC-8), or geotextile/erosion control 
blankets (EC-7) on slopes 

• Gravel bag berm (SE-6) 

• Street sweeping (SE-7) 

• Sandbag barrier (SE-8) 

• Storm drain inlet protection (SE-10) 

• Stockpile management (WM-3) 

• Wind erosion control (WE-1) 

• Solid and hazardous waste management (WM-5 and WM-6) 

• Sanitary/septic waste management (WM-9) 

• Vehicle and equipment maintenance (NS-10) 

• Vehicle and equipment fueling (NS-9) 

• Spill prevention and control (WM-4) 

• Employee and contractor training  

5.1.1 Access Road, Entrance and Parking, and Laydown Areas 
Figure 7 shows the construction laydown and parking areas. Construction parking and 
laydown will be located at several parcels as listed in Table 3. Note to reader: Drawing 
RCEC-024-DC-0002 in Appendix 2B is outdated as it shows a “finger” parcel being used for 
construction laydown. This “finger” parcel has been replaced with the 4.1-acre L-shaped 
parcel (McLucas, 2006).  

All construction-phase parking will be accessed from Enterprise Avenue. The entrance will 
be maintained to limit sediment tracking and creation of dust. The parking and laydown 
areas will be stabilized with coarse gravel. All surfaces will be regularly watered to reduce 
generation of dust, but will not be excessively watered so as to generate runoff. Silt fencing 
may be used at edges of these areas, as necessary to minimize sediment discharging into 
swales or ditches.  
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SECTION 5: BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES 

TABLE 3 
Proposed Construction Laydown and Worker Parking Areas 

APN Parcel Name Street Frontage Acres 

439009900307 Runnels Industries Whitesell Street and Enterprise Avenue 3.9 

439009900200 City of Hayward (portion) Enterprise Avenue 4.1 

439009900200 City of Hayward (portion) Enterprise Avenue 1.7 

Total    9.7  

 

All construction equipment will be maintained to control leaks and spills, and fueling will 
only be conducted within contained areas. Any contaminated soils resulting from spills will 
be dug up as quickly as possible, and then removed from the site for proper disposal. 

The following BMPs are recommended for construction access areas: 

• Silt fencing (SE-1) 

• Stabilizing entrances and surfaces with coarse aggregate (TR-1 and TR-2) 

• Compacting access road surfaces (TR-2) 

• Proper scheduling and sequencing of activities (EC-1) 

• Street sweeping and vacuuming (SE-7) 

• Placement of hydro seeding (EC-4), mulching (EC-8), or geotextile/erosion control 
blankets (EC-7). 

• Wind erosion control (WE-1) 

• Earth dikes and drainage swales (EC-9) 

• Vehicle and equipment cleaning (NS-8)  

• Establishing vehicle and equipment fueling (NS-9) and maintenance areas (NS-10) 

5.1.2 RCEC Site and Linear Facilities 
The site will be constructed on relatively level ground; therefore, it is not considered 
necessary to place barriers around the property boundary. However, some barriers would 
be placed in locations where offsite drainage could occur to prevent sediment from leaving 
the site and all drains on surface streets surrounding the site will be protected with gravel 
bags and/or silt sacks. If used, sediment barriers would be properly installed, then removed 
or used as mulch after construction. Runoff detention basins, drainage diversions, and other 
large-scale sediment traps are not considered necessary due to the level topography. Any 
soil stockpiles, including sediment barriers around the base of the stockpiles, would be 
stabilized and covered.  
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SECTION 5: BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES 

The project linear facilities include a new connection from the southern boundary of the 
project site to the exiting 12-inch potable water line that runs along Enterprise Avenue and a 
new connection to the existing sanitary sewer line. The sanitary sewer line parallels the 
potable water line, as shown in Figure 2. BMPs to be considered during construction of the 
site and linear facilities are listed below (the RCEC site BMPs also are described in the 
Erosion and Sediment Control Plan in Appendix 2B): 

• Silt Fence (SE-1) 
• Check Dam (SE-4).  
• Street Sweeping and Vacuuming (SE-7)  
• Storm Drain Inlet Protection (SE-10) 
• Stabilized Construction Entrance (TR-1)  
• Stabilized Construction Roadway (TR-2) 
• Entrance/Outlet Tire Wash (TR-3) 
• Straw Mulch (EC-6) 
• Geotextiles and Mats (EC-7) 

5.1.3 Foundations 
During construction of the foundations, a concrete washout area will be required. Dumping 
of excess concrete and washing out of delivery vehicles will be prohibited at other locations 
on site. Notices will be posted to inform all drivers. 

The following BMPs will be considered during the construction of foundations: 

• Solid waste management (WM-5) 
• Concrete waste management (WM-8) 

5.1.4 Site Stabilization and Demobilization 
As construction nears completion, areas used for linear facilities’ construction, parking, and 
storage and laydown will be cleared and stabilized. Areas that will continue to be used for 
parking or storage will have permanent storm water collection and conveyance structures 
provided.  

5.2 Other Controls 
The RCEC will use hazardous materials both during construction and project operation. 
Most of the hazardous materials that will be used for the project are required for backup 
emergency fuel, facility maintenance and lubrication of equipment or will be contained 
within transformers and electrical switches. The project will comply with good engineering 
practices, applicable laws and regulations for the storage of these materials to minimize the 
potential for a release of hazardous materials, and will conduct emergency response 
planning to address public health concerns regarding hazardous materials use and storage. 
The Hazardous Materials Business Plan is discussed below in Section 5.2.1. 
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SECTION 5: BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES 

5.2.1 Material Handling and Storage 
There will be a variety of chemicals stored and used during both facility construction and 
operation. All hazardous materials will be handled and stored in accordance with applicable 
codes and regulations. In addition, a Hazardous Materials Business Plan is required by CCR 
Title 19 and the Health and Safety Code (Section 25504). In accordance with these 
regulations, the Hazardous Materials Business Plan will include an inventory and location 
map of hazardous materials onsite and an emergency response plan for hazardous materials 
incidents. Specific topics to be covered in the plan include: 

• Facility identification 
• Emergency contacts 
• Chemical inventory information (for every hazardous material above threshold limits) 
• Site map 
• Emergency notification data 
• Procedures to control actual or threatened releases 
• Emergency response procedures  
• Training procedures 
• Certification 

The Hazardous Materials Business Plan will be prepared for approval by the CEC CPM and 
the City of Hayward Fire Department, which is the local CUPA.  

Hazardous materials used during construction of the RCEC and associated linear facilities 
will include gasoline, diesel fuel, motor oil, hydraulic fluid, certain solvents, cleaners, 
sealants, welding flux, various lubricants, paint, and paint thinner. No acutely hazardous 
materials will be used or stored on-site during construction. There are no feasible 
alternatives to motor fuels and oils for operating construction equipment. The types of paint 
required are dictated by the types of equipment and structures that must be coated and the 
manufacturer’s requirements for coating. 

The most likely incidents involving these hazardous materials would be associated with 
minor spills or drips. Impacts from such incidents will be mitigated by thoroughly cleaning 
up minor spills as soon as they occur. In the case of a large spill of hazardous material, any 
contaminated soil will be excavated and stored in drums or roll-off bins for off-site disposal 
as a hazardous waste. 

The following BMPs will be considered for material handling and storage during 
construction: 

• Solid Waste Management (WM-5) 
• Vehicle and Equipment Refueling (NS-9) 
• Vehicle and Equipment Maintenance (NS-10) 
• Material Delivery and Storage (WM-1) 
• Material Use (WM-2) 
• Concrete Waste Management (WM-8) 
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SECTION 5: BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES 

5.2.2 Solid and Hazardous Waste Management 
Waste will be generated at the RCEC site during facility construction. Types of waste will 
include wastewater, solid nonhazardous waste, and liquid and solid hazardous waste. 
The project will also generate solid nonhazardous waste during construction of the electric 
transmission line, natural gas supply line, and water supply interconnects to the existing site 
service feeders. The estimates for the amount of waste to be produced are presented in 
Table 4.  

TABLE 4 
Quantities of Nonhazardous Waste Generated During Construction  

Type of Construction Waste Revised Estimate for Amendment 

Paper, Wood, Glass, and Plastics 35 tons 

Metal 38 tons 

Concrete (from demolition of buildings) 1,000 tons* 

* 50 percent of the concrete will be disposed at the beginning of the project, and the remaining 50 percent will be disposed of 
towards the end of construction. 

5.2.2.1 Nonhazardous Waste Disposal Facilities 
Currently, the City of Hayward has a franchise agreement with Waste Management, Inc. for 
collection and disposal of solid waste generated within its jurisdiction, in effect through 
May 2007. Waste Management, Inc. also provides collection services directly for commercial 
and industrial facilities in the project site area. Nonhazardous waste, collected by the City of 
Hayward, is brought to the Altamont Landfill disposal facility, which is owned by Waste 
Management, Inc. It is located in the eastern part of the county. The estimated closure date 
of the facility is 2024. There are two other disposal sites located in Alameda County: the 
Vasco Road Landfill (Vasco) and the Tri-Cities Landfill (Tri-Cities). Located in the eastern 
portion of the county, Vasco is owned by Republic Industries, Inc. and has a closure date of 
2015. The Tri-Cities Landfill accepts waste from Fremont, Newark, and Union City only (i.e., 
would not take waste from the RCEC facility).  

5.2.2.2 Hazardous Waste Disposal Facilities 
According to the California Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC), there are 64 
facilities in California that can accept hazardous waste for treatment and recycling (DTSC, 
2005). For ultimate disposal, California has three hazardous waste (Class I) landfills. The 
closest disposal facility to RCEC is Clean Harbors’ Buttonwillow Landfill, Kern County. 

The following BMPs will be considered at the designated storage locations: 

• Cover or store hazardous materials indoors, if possible (WM-6) 
• Material delivery and storage (WM-1) 
• Material use (WM-2)  
• Spill prevention and control (WM-4) 
• Solid waste management (WM-5) 
• Hazardous waste management (WM-6) 
• Use of covered dumpsters and containers for waste (WM-5) 
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5.2.3 Potential Contaminated Soil 
The RCEC site is a designated brownfields site. The RCEC facility is composed of four 
parcels, identified as the small and large Eash parcels, the City of Hayward parcel, and the 
Aladdin parcel. The following paragraphs summarize the current conditions at each parcel.  

The Eash parcels are located at 3862 and 3878 Depot Road in Hayward, California. The parcel 
at 3862 Depot Road (large Eash parcel) was used as a fertilizer plant prior to the mid 1940s, 
and then was used for a variety of light industrial uses such as a machine shop, wooden 
pallet fabrication shop and storage yard, lumber yard, and a wrought iron fabrication shop. 
All four of these activities are currently onsite. The parcel at 3878 Depot Road (small Eash 
parcel) was occupied by an uncultivated pasture with a single-family residence prior to 1947. 
The structure was removed from the parcel between 1959 and 1969 and an automobile 
salvage yard was developed on the lot. The salvage yard remains in operation. 

The City of Hayward parcel consists of two parcels located at 3700 Enterprise Avenue. One 
of the parcels is the western portion of the 39.86-acre property addressed as 3700 Enterprise 
Avenue, and the other is a 1.67 acre unaddressed parcel that adjoins the western portion to 
the south. The site has been the location of the City of Hayward wastewater treatment plant 
since the early 1950s. Prior to that time the site was undeveloped. The unaddressed parcel 
may have been used for farming, but is currently undeveloped. No buildings are located on 
the site, and the ground surface consists of bare soil. The site is currently used as a biosolids 
drying area. 

The Aladdin parcel consists of one parcel located at 3810 Depot Road. The parcel is 
approximately 2.96 acres, and is divided into the northern and southern portion. The 
northern portion of the site is occupied by 4000 Auto Wreckers, Inc., an auto wrecking 
facility. The southern portion of the property is used for storage by the property owners, 
as well as St. Francis Electric Company, Bay Area Framers, and D&S Trucking. An inactive 
greenhouse is located along the southern site border. 

In September 2006, a limited subsurface investigation was conducted at the site to address 
potential contamination at the site. Results of the field investigation are summarized in 
Section 3.13, Waste Management, in the AFC Amendment. 

Cleanup of contaminated soils at the site will be completed by the project owner. Areas of 
potential soil contamination will be sampled, excavated and disposed of as necessary. 
Soil contamination is anticipated to be limited to petroleum spot contamination. All soil 
sampling and excavation will be completed in accordance with the Private Site Management 
Program as described in Section 1.2.2.  

All contaminated soil will be excavated before construction of the project site begins. 
As such, it is unlikely that contaminated soil will be encountered during construction. 
However, operators and construction personnel will be asked to report unusual conditions 
to the appropriate personnel and the area and/or material will be properly contained 
during investigative actions. If soils require temporary stockpiling, piles will be covered 
with plastic sheeting or tarps that are secured safely with sand bags and bermed with hay 
bales or silt fencing to prevent runoff from leaving the area. If required, samples will be 
collected and sent to a certified analytical laboratory for characterization. If contamination is 
detected, the waste will be handled and properly disposed of in an authorized waste 
management facility. 
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5.2.4 Groundwater/Dewatering Controls 
The construction phase of RCEC is not anticipated to require any groundwater removal. If 
dewatering is required, dewatering will be done with dewatering pumps. The dewatering 
pumps will discharge into the permanent diversion channels to be conveyed to Channel A 
(Channel A is shown on Figure 6). In the event that groundwater or dewatering controls 
were required and if any contamination were detected via odors or visible sheens, the 
collected water will be handled and properly disposed in a manner consistent with federal, 
state, and local regulations. The following control methods will be considered for 
groundwater/dewatering controls, as necessary: 

• Dewatering operations (NS-2) 
• Hazardous waste management (WM-6) 

5.2.5 Offsite Vehicle Tracking 
Because sediment reaching public roads generally has a clear path to wetlands and water 
bodies, controls will be in place to minimize or eliminate soils from being tracked off the 
project site from vehicles. The site entrance will be maintained to limit sediment tracking 
and creation of dust. The parking and laydown areas will be stabilized with coarse gravel. 
During construction of the linear facilities, sediment tracking BMPs will be used as 
necessary. All surfaces will be regularly watered to reduce generation of dust, but will not 
be excessively watered so as to generate runoff. Silt fencing may be used at edges of these 
areas, as necessary to minimize sediment discharging into swales or ditches.  

The following control methods will be considered for offsite vehicle tracking, as necessary: 

• Stabilized construction entrance/exit (TR-1) 
• Stabilized construction roadway (TR-2) 
• Entrance/exit tire wash (TR-3) 

5.2.6 Dust Suppression and Control 
During construction of the project and the related linear facilities, dust erosion control 
measures would be implemented to minimize the wind-blown loss of soil. Water of a 
quality equal to or better than existing surface runoff would be sprayed on the soil in 
construction areas to control dust during revegetation. 

The following control method will be considered for dust suppression, as necessary: 

• Wind erosion control (WE-1) 

EY112006002SAC/349499/070170001 (DRAFT_DESCP.DOC) 5-8 



APPENDIX 1 

Figures 



AÉE

RCEC Location

Hayward
%&t(

Fremont

Redwood City

%&n(

Newark

Castro ValleySan Leandro

Oakland

ALAMEDA
COUNTY

CONTRA COSTA
COUNTY

SANTA CLARA
COUNTY

SAN MATEO
COUNTY

FIGURE 1
PROJECT VICINITY
RCEC AMENDMENT #1
HAYWARD, CALIFORNIA

LEGEND
RCEC LOCATION

Major Highways

0 1.5 30.75
Miles

SCALE IS APPROXIMATE

SAC \\GLACIER\PROJ\349499_RUSSELLCITY\MAPFILES\PROEJCT_VICINTY_BASIC.MXD 11/15/2006 16:01:37

Project
Location

Los Angeles

Sacramento

^̀
San Jose

Yreka!

!

!

!



AÉE

DEPOT ROAD

CABOT ROAD

UNION
PACIFIC

RAILROAD

INDUSTRIAL BLVD

C
LAW

ITER
R

O
A

D

BREAKWATER AVE

RCEC
LOCATION

NATURAL GAS LINE

ELECTRICAL TRANSMISSION LINE

SANITARY SEWER LINE

WATER PIPELINE

EASTSHORE
SUBSTATION

ENTERPRISE AVE

WHITESELL ST

ALTERNATE ELECTRICAL
TRANSMISSION ROUTE

ED
EN

LA
N

D
IN

G
R

O
A

D

FIGURE 2
PROJECT LOCATION
RCEC AMENDMENT #1
HAYWARD, CALIFORNIA

LEGEND
RCEC LOCATION

ALTERNATE ELECTRICAL TRANSMISSION ROUTE

ELECTRICAL TRANSMISSION LINE

NATURAL GAS PIPELINE

POTABLE WATER PIPELINE

SANITARY SEWER

EASTSHORE SUBSTATION

0 500 1,000250
Feet

SCALE IS APPROXIMATE

SAC \\GLACIER\PROJ\349499_RUSSELLCITY\MAPFILES\PROEJCT_LOCATION.MXD 11/15/2006 15:57:05



FIGURE 3
GENERAL ARRANGEMENT
RCEC AMENDMENT #1
HAYWARD, CALIFORNIA

TB112006001SAC   figure_2_1-2.ai 11-15-06   ll

SOURCE: WorleyParsons, 2006



AÉE

%&t(

%&n(

AÌE

San Lorenzo Creek

Sulphur Creek

Ward Creek

Ziele Creek

Alameda Creek

Mt. Eden Creek

San Francisco Bay

RCEC Location
ACPWA 

Drainage Channel

Jurisdictional 
Wetlands

FIGURE 4
SURFACE WATER FEATURES
RCEC AMENDMENT #1 
HAYWARD, CALIFORNIA

0 10.5
Miles

SCALE IS APPROXIMATE
SAC\\GLACIER\PROJ\349499_RUSSELLCITY\MAPFILES\SURFACEWATER.MXD  1/10/2007 11:42:38

Legend
Russell City Energy Center
Jurisdictional Wetlands
Creeks and Channels



RCEC Project Location

FIGURE 5
FEMA FLOOD ZONES
RCEC AMENDMENT #1
HAYWARD, CALIFORNIA

LEGEND
RCEC LOCATION

FEMA Zones
Zone A - Subject to 100-year flood

Zone X - Areas outside the 500-year flood plain

Zone X500 - Areas between the limits of the 100-year and 500-year flood plain

0 500 1,000250
Feet

SCALE IS APPROXIMATE
SAC \\GLACIER\PROJ\349499_RUSSELLCITY\MAPFILES\FEMA.MXD 11/13/2006 09:29:51



FIGURE 6
GRADING AND DRAINAGE PLAN
RCEC AMENDMENT #1
HAYWARD, CALIFORNIA

TB112006001SAC   figure_2_2-1.ai 11-15-06   ll

SOURCE: WorleyParsons, 2006



AÉE

DEPOT ROAD

CABOT ROAD

UNION
PACIFIC

RAILROAD

INDUSTRIAL BLVD

C
LAW

ITER
R

O
A

D

BREAKWATER AVE

RCEC
LOCATION

NATURAL GAS LINE

ELECTRICAL TRANSMISSION LINE

SANITARY SEWER LINE

WATER PIPELINE

EASTSHORE
SUBSTATION

ENTERPRISE AVE

WHITESELL ST

ALTERNATE ELECTRICAL
TRANSMISSION ROUTE

ED
EN

LA
N

D
IN

G
R

O
A

D

FIGURE 7
CONSTRUCTION LAYDOWN AND
WORKER PARKING AREAS
RCEC AMENDMENT #1
HAYWARD, CALIFORNIA

LEGEND
RCEC LOCATION

ALTERNATE ELECTRICAL TRANSMISSION ROUTE

ELECTRICAL TRANSMISSION LINE

NATURAL GAS PIPELINE

POTABLE WATER PIPELINE

SANITARY SEWER

CONSTRUCTION AND LAYDOWN AREAS

EASTSHORE SUBSTATION

0 500 1,000250
Feet

SCALE IS APPROXIMATE

SAC \\GLACIER\PROJ\349499_RUSSELLCITY\MAPFILES\PARKING_AREAS.MXD 11/15/2006 15:53:56



 

APPENDIX 2A 

Stormwater Management Plan 
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APPENDIX 2B  

Erosion and Sediment Control Plan 
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APPENDIX 2C  

Stormwater Drawings 
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APPENDIX 3 

BMP Fact Sheets 

 
 











































































































































































































































































































Transmission System Engineering  
Data Responses 43-51 



 

Transmission System Engineering (43-51) 

PG&E Facilities Study Report 
43. 

44. 

45. 

Provide the PG&E Facilities Study and Re-Study Reports. 

Response: The PG&E Facilities Re-Study Report is included as Attachment DR43-1. This 
study supersedes the Facilities Study. 

Transmission Line Routes 
Specify the route or routes that are seeking certification for the double circuit 230 kV 
interconnection line to PG&E’s Eastshore substation.  

Response: The route shown on Amendment Petition Figure 2.1-1 as “Electrical 
Transmission Line” extends from the RCEC switchyard north to Depot Road and east to the 
Grant-Eastshore transmission corridor and from that point south along the Grant-Eastshore 
corridor to the Eastshore Substation. The route depicted in Figure 2.1-1 as the “Alternate 
Electrical Transmission Route” extends from the southeast corner of the RCEC project parcel 
directly east along the northern boundary of the City of Hayward Water Pollution Control 
Facility to the Grant-Eastshore transmission corridor. From this point, the alternate route 
would be the same as the “Electrical Transmission Line” route. RCEC seeks certification of 
both of these routes. Final choice of transmission interconnection will be made by PG&E in 
accordance with the Interconnection Agreement. 

Expansion of the Eastshore Substation  
For identification of the facilities required for interconnection to and expansion of the 
Eastshore 230/115 kV substation, 

a. Provide electrical one-line diagrams of the Eastshore substation before and after the 
proposed interconnection of the RCEC showing: (i) arrangements of major equipment, 
such as buses, circuit breakers and disconnect switches with their respective ratings, 
and (ii) the transmission lines and 230/115 kV transformers connected to the 
substation 

b. Provide a post-project physical layout drawing of the Eastshore substation showing 
major equipment and transmission line outlets. Indicate whether or not the 
interconnection of the RCEC will require expansion of the Eastshore substation outside 
the existing substation fence line. 

Response: PG&E is preparing the preliminary one-line and layout drawings that will show 
Eastshore Substation before and after the RCEC is connected. These preliminary drawings 
will be submitted to the CEC when they become available. This is expected within 30 days. 
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RUSSELL CITY ENERGY CENTER (01-AFC-7) RESPONSES TO DATA REQUESTS 1 THROUGH 52 

Reconductoring of the Eastshore-San Mateo 230 kV line  
46. For the identified mitigation by reconductoring of the Eastshore-San Mateo 230 kV line 

(no. 1) to eliminate its overloads, provide the PG&E planned transmission project number, 
the expected on-line date and indicate whether or not the project has the CA ISO approval. 

Alternatively, to mitigate overloads on the Eastshore-San Mateo 230 kV lines (Nos. 1 & 2) 
and other overloads due to the RCEC interconnection, indicate whether the mitigation 
measures would include: SIS identifies low voltage criteria violations and describes the 
replacement of the existing condensers at the Humboldt substation with a 100 MVAR Static 
VAR Compensator (SVC) as the mitigation for these violations. Please identify whether or 
not the SVC project is a planned PG&E project that is needed, whether or not the HBRP is 
operating. Provide the project number, the expected on-line date, and inform whether or not 
the project has CA ISO approval. 

a. System reconfiguration by looping the existing Pittsburg-San Mateo 230 kV line no. 2 
into the Eastshore 230 kV substation. 

b. Reconductoring both the Eastshore-San Mateo 230 kV lines Nos. 1 & 2 with 954 
KCM SSAC conductor. 

Response: PG&E Project No. P.02186 is part of the network upgrade needed to interconnect 
the RCEC to the California Independent System Operator-controlled (CAISO-controlled) 
grid. The Eastshore-San Mateo part of the network upgrade project is expected to be on-line 
by 1/31/2009. CAISO approved the interconnection of the RCEC Project on 11/7/2006. 

PG&E Reconductoring Information 
47. 

48. 

For the identified mitigation by reconductoring the Eastshore-Dumbarton 115 kV line to 
eliminate its overloads, provide PG&E planned transmission project number, the expected 
on-line date and indicate whether the project has the CA ISO approval.  

Response: PG&E Project No. P.02186 is part of the network upgrade needed to interconnect 
RCEC to the CAISO-controlled grid. The Eastshore-Dumbarton part of the network upgrade 
project is expected to be on-line by 12/31/2008. CAISO approved the interconnection of the 
RCEC Project on 11/7/2006. 

Overload Mitigation on the Newark-Dumbarton 115 kV line and Eastshore 
230/115 kV Transformer Bank 

To eliminate overloads on the Newark-Dumbarton 115 kV line and Eastshore 230/115 kV 
transformer bank Nos. 1 & 2, select and describe the respective mitigation measure. If the 
mitigation is a PG&E planned transmission project through their annual grid study, provide 
a brief description of the project, the PG&E transmission project number, the expected on-
line date, and indicate whether or not the project has the CA ISO approval.  

Response: PG&E Project No. P.01769 was operational on 12/21/2006. This project replaced 
the existing conductors on the Newark-Dumbarton 115 kV line with 795 kcmil ACSS 
conductors. PG&E Project No. P.01951 is a PG&E maintenance project which is expected to 
be operational by 12/31/2007. This maintenance project will replace one of the two existing 
Eastshore 230/115 kV transformer banks with one three-phase 420 MVA bank. PG&E 
Project No. P.02186 is part of the network upgrade needed to interconnect the RCEC Project 
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and is expected to be operational by 12/31/2009. This network upgrade project will replace 
the other Eastshore 230/115 kV transformer bank with one three-phase 420 MVA bank. 
These two transformer projects will mitigate the expected overload on the Eastshore 
230/115 kV transformer banks due to the RCEC Project interconnection. 

PG&E Project No. P0423 
49. 

50. 

Please provide a brief description of PG&E project no. P0423, the identified mitigation for 
overload violations on the Contra Costa-Delta Pumps and Tesla-Delta Pumps 230 kV lines. 
The description should include a general discussion of the facilities involved in the project, 
the expected on-line date and should indicate whether or not the project has the CA ISO 
approval.  

Response: PG&E Project No. P0523 was incorrectly identified as Project No. P0423 in the 
December 13, 2005 System Impact Study (SIS) Report. Project No. P0523 is a generation 
project with 157.2 MW output to the CAISO-controlled grid. This generation project will be 
connected to the existing 230 kV bus at Contra Costa Power Plant Substation with an 
expected commercial operation date of January 2008. This project is responsible for 
mitigating the overloads on Contra Costa-Delta Pumps and Tesla-Delta Pumps 230 kV lines 
according to SIS for this project issued on 11/29/2005. This project is in the SIS re-study 
process because one of the higher-queued generation projects affecting Project No. P0523’s 
interconnection was removed from the queue. 

Overload Mitigation on the Sobrante-Moraga 115 kV line and Contra Costa-
Brentwood 230 kV line 

To eliminate overloads on the Sobrante-Moraga 115 kV line and Contra Costa-Brentwood 
230 kV line, identify and describe the selected respective mitigation measure and provide a 
report or letter from PG&E documenting that the mitigation is acceptable. If the mitigation is 
a PG&E planned transmission project through their annual grid study, provide a brief 
description of the project, the PG&E transmission project number, the expected on-line date, 
and indicate whether or not the project has the CA ISO approval. Where the mitigation is 
required solely for the reliable interconnection of the RCEC and includes reconductoring or 
other facility upgrades outside the fence line of an existing facility, provide (if not already 
provided) a description of the mitigation project with the expected on-line date including the 
line routes, a general environmental analysis of the physical impacts and any recommended 
mitigation measures sufficient to meet CEQA requirements for indirect project impacts.  

Response: PG&E and CAISO agreed that the RCEC Project is not responsible for mitigating 
the slight (1 percent) overload on the Sobrante-Moraga 115 kV line during Category B 
contingencies. This is because higher (3 percent to 8 percent) overloads occur on the same 
line without the RCEC, during Category B contingencies. At this time, there is no project 
identified in the annual PG&E planning studies which assesses summer peak loading 
periods only in this area. PG&E Project No. P0523 is responsible for mitigating the overloads 
on Contra Costa-Brentwood 230 kV line according to the SIS for this project issued on 
11/29/2005. This project is in the SIS re-study process because one of the higher-queued 
generation projects affecting Project No. P0523’s interconnection was removed from the 
queue. 
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SPS Recommendation 
51. Provide verification from PG&E and the CA ISO whether or not a SPS as recommended by 

the CA ISO in 2002, is still required to mitigate CA ISO Category C (N-2) contingency 
overloads regardless of whether or not the Eastshore-San Mateo 230 kV line Nos. 1 & 2 are 
reconductored.  

Response: The CAISO preliminary approval letter dated 9/10/2001 was for the RCEC 
project design studied in the SIS dated 10/10/2001. It has 620 MW output to the CAISO-
controlled grid with an expected on-line date of July 2003. The amended RCEC design 
includes a combined output of 600 MW. The new project has a later on-line date, different 
queue position and a new SIS. As a result, the original RCEC Project was cancelled. Hence, 
the result of the SIS dated 10/10/2001 is no longer valid.  
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1. Executive Summary 

Calpine Corporation (Calpine) has proposed the Russell City Energy Center 
(RCEC) Project and the Russell City Energy Center Expansion Project 
(collectively called the Project), a combined cycle plant consisting of two 
combustion gas turbines and one steam turbine generator.  The nominal net 
output to the Pacific Gas & Electric Company (PG&E) Transmission grid will be 
600 MW.  The commercial operational date is June 1, 2010.  PG&E issued 
Facilities Study (FS) reports for both projects under Amendment 39 on March 14 
and March 16, 2006 that provided work scope and cost estimates for the 
interconnection of the Project.  Following the issuance of the FS reports, and in 
accordance with Section 5 of FERC’s Large Generation Interconnection 
Procedures (LGIP), the Project transitioned from the Amendment 39 process to 
the Large Generator Interconnection Procedures (LGIP). 

The FS reports originally assumed that Calpine would engineer, construct, own 
and maintain the generator tie lines from the Project to the 230 kV bus at PG&E’s 
East Shore Substation.  Hence, no work scope and cost estimates were provided 
in the FS reports for the generator tie lines. 

However, on April 4, 2006, after issuance of the FS reports, Calpine requested 
PG&E to engineer, procure, construct, own and maintain the generator tie lines 
for the Project and change the Commercial Operation Date to June 1, 2010.  On 
April 7, 2006, the California Independent System Operator (CAISO) and PG&E 
agreed that these changes were not Material Modifications pursuant to Section 
4.4 of the LGIP and that a re-study was acceptable under the terms of Section 8.5 
of the LGIP. On April 12, 2006, Calpine requested PG&E to proceed with this re-
study report (Re-Study).  Consequently, the Interconnection Facilities Study 
(IFAS) Plan was issued and agreed upon to determine the work scope and cost 
estimates for the generation tie line facilities assuming PG&E would engineer, 
procure, construct, own and maintain these Interconnection Facilities.  On May 2, 
2006 PG&E delivered a signed copy of the Interconnection Facilities Study 
Agreement, which was executed by Calpine and returned to PG&E on May 18, 
2006. 

This IFAS provides: 

1. Work scope and cost estimates for the Interconnection Facilities1 necessary 
to interconnect the Project to PG&E’s grid. 

The additional Interconnection Facilities addressed in this Re-Study consist of 
constructing a double-circuit 230 kV generator tie line from the Project to PG&E’s 
East Shore Substation. 

The cost of these additional Interconnection Facilities to interconnect the project 
would be approximately $7.6 million exclusive of ITCC2, as shown in Table 3-2 of 
this Re-Study. 

                                                      
1 Interconnection Facilities are those transmission facilities necessary to physically and electrically interconnect the 
Project to the CAISO Controlled Grid at the point of interconnection 
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A cost summary for the entire combined cycle (2X1) Project is provided in Section 
4.  These costs were compiled from the Russell City Energy Center Project FS 
Report dated March 14, 2006, the Russell City Energy Center Expansion Project 
dated March 16, 2006, and this Re-Study.  Collectively, the facilities for the entire 
Project comprise the Interconnection Facilities costs summarized in Table 4-2 
and the Network Upgrades costs shown in Table 4-3.  Table 4-1 shows all 
Interconnection Facilities and Network Upgrades required to interconnect the 
Project to the CAISO controlled grid. 

2. Project and Interconnection Information 

The Project will consist of two gas turbine generators each rated at 180 MW and 
one steam turbine generator rated at 254 MW.  The plant auxiliary load is 14 MW.  
The total net output to the PG&E transmission grid of the combined cycle Russell 
City Energy Center will be 600 MW.  Each generator will have a three-phase 
18/230 kV step-up transformer.  The Project will be connected to PG&E’s 230 kV 
bus at East Shore Substation in the city of Hayward, California via two 230 kV 
generator tie lines.  A conceptual one-line diagram of the Project is shown in 
Figure 2-1. 

Figure 2-1:  Conceptual Single-line Diagram 
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Figure 2-2 shows the approximate location of the Project and the transmission 
facilities in the area.  The entire 230 kV generator tie line will be located within 
PG&E’s existing Grant – East Shore 115 kV right-of-way, with the exception of an 
approximate 500 foot section from the PG&E right-of-way to the Project, where 
additional right of way must be acquired. 

Figure 2-2:  Location Map 

3. 230 kV Generator Tie-Line Cost Summary and Schedule 

A summary of the estimated costs are provided below in Table 3-1, with more 
detailed Interconnection Facilities costs provided in Subsection 3.1.  Costs 
provided are not final and will need to be reconciled with actual costs upon 
completion of the project.  Section 7 provides the work scope of the required 
work.  

Table 3-1 Cost Estimate Summary 
Total Interconnection Facilities Cost $7,600,000   
ITCC Tax @ 34 % $2,584,000   

Total Interconnection Facilities Cost with ITCC $10,184,000 
   

Total Additional Interconnection Costs as 
determined in this Re-Study  $10,184,000 
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3.1 Interconnection Facilities Cost 

A summary of the Interconnection Facilities cost estimates for the facilities 
required to interconnect the Project with PG&E’s transmission system is 
shown in Table 3-2.  These facilities are necessary to physically and 
electrically interconnect the Project to the CAISO Controlled Grid at the point 
of interconnection.  These costs are not final and will need to be reconciled 
with actual costs upon completion of the project. 

Table 3-2 Interconnection Facilities Cost Estimates 
Transmission Line Work:    
Russell City EC-East Shore 230 kV 
Line    
Transmission line engineering, design, 
materials and construction of double-
circuit 230 kV generator tie line from 
RCEC to East Shore Substation   

$6,600,000  

Subtotal Transmission Line Work $6,600,000 
  
Land Services Work  

Land engineering support, acquisition of 
rights-of-way and permitting activities3 $1,000,000  

Subtotal Land Services Work $1,000,000 
  
Total Interconnection Facilities Cost before ITCC as 
determined by this Re-Study  $7,600,000 

 

3.2 Preliminary Construction Schedule  

The Preliminary Construction Schedule (Schedule) to construct the 
Interconnection Facilities based on the work scope outlined in this IFAS is 
approximately 30 to 36 months from the execution of the Large Generator 
Interconnection Agreement (LGIA) and payment of the estimated 
Interconnection Facilities and Network Upgrade costs which were determined 
in the Facilities Study reports for the Project under Amendment 39 on March 
14 and March 16, 2006.  Such costs are to be paid according to a schedule 
which meets PG&E’s payment obligations consistent with the Schedule, and 
as mutually agreed between Calpine and PG&E.  This schedule reflects the 
time PG&E requires to engineer, design, schedule, procure materials and 
construct the necessary facilities. 

The Schedule also includes the time required to obtain permits anticipated in 
Section 7.3.  The Schedule specifically includes a CPCN for the generator tie 
line, which may take at least 6 months up to 18 months or more to obtain.  
Other permits that may be required by the CPUC, state, local, or federal 
agencies are described in Section 8.  Additional permits required beyond 
those anticipated could impact the Project’s schedule. 

                                                      
3 A portion of these costs are associated with acquiring additional rights-of-way from PG&E’s existing transmission 
corridor to the Project, a distance of approximately 500 feet.  PG&E confirms that there is sufficient width within its 
existing corridor to physically accommodate the new 230 kV lines consistent with PG&E transmission design 
criteria, and does not require the acquisition of any new rights-of-way within the existing corridor. 
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The FS reports for the combined cycle (2X1) Russell City Energy Center 
Project determined the tentative schedule to design, permit, and construct the 
Interconnection Facilities and Network Upgrade facilities for the entire Project 
is approximately 30 to 42 months4 from the execution of the LGIA and 
payment of the estimated Interconnection Facilities and Network Upgrade 
costs. 

4. RCEC (2X1) Cost Summary and Schedule 

A cost summary for the entire combined cycle (2X1) Russell City Energy Center 
Project Interconnection is shown in Table 4-1.  All costs provided are not final and 
will need to be reconciled with the actual costs upon completion of the Project.  
These costs were compiled from the Russell City Energy Center Project FS 
Report dated March 14, 2006, the Russell City Energy Center Expansion Project 
FS Report dated March 16, 2006, and Section 3 of this report.  The estimates in 
this section shall be used to provide a payment schedule (as noted in Section 3.2 
above) in the LGIA to be negotiated between PG&E, CAISO and Calpine, and will 
differ from the summation of the three reports. 

Table 4-1 Cost Estimate Summary: 600 MW Combined Cycle Plant 
Russell City Energy Center (2X1) 
Interconnection Facilities Cost $8,200,000   

ITCC Tax @ 34 % $2,788,800   
Total Interconnection Facilities Cost with ITCC $10,988,000 

   
Russell City Energy Center (2X1) 
Network Upgrade Cost $37,510,000  

Total Network Upgrade Cost $37,510,000 
   
Total Interconnection Cost  $48,498,000 
 

4.1 RCEC (2X1) Interconnection Facilities Costs   

A summary of the Interconnection Facilities cost estimates for the facilities 
required to interconnect the combined cycle (2X1) Russell City Energy Center 
Project to PG&E’s transmission system is shown in Table 4-2.  This 
information was compiled from the FS reports provided to Calpine dated 
March 14 and March 16, 2006. 

Together with the Interconnection Facilities described in Section 3.1 above, 
these are the facilities necessary to physically and electrically interconnect the 
Project to the CAISO Controlled Grid at the point of interconnection.  These 
costs are not final and will need to be reconciled with actual costs upon 
completion of the project. 

 

 

                                                      
4 Please see section 8.3 and the Transmission Upgrade Evaluation Report dated October 3, 2006. 
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Table 4-2 Interconnection Facilities Cost Estimates: 600 MW Combined Cycle Plant (2X1) 
Substation Work    
Russell City EC Project Facility    
Pre-parallel inspection, testing, SCADA, 
EMS setup, engineering support, etc. $300,000  

PG&E’s East Shore Substation  
Install two line disconnect switches and 
associated substation construction up to 
the point of interconnection 

$300,000  

Subtotal Substation Work $600,000 
  
Transmission Line Work:    
Russell City EC-East Shore 230 kV 
Line    
Transmission line engineering, design 
and construction activities from RCEC to 
East Shore Substation   

$6,600,000  

Subtotal Transmission Line Work $6,600,000 
  
Land Services Work  

Land engineering support, rights–of-
way, permitting activities and preparing 
and filing a CPCN 

$1,000,000  

Subtotal Land Services Work $1,000,000 
  
Total Interconnection Facilities Cost before ITCC  $8,200,000 

 

4.2 RCEC (2X1) Network Upgrade Costs 

A summary of the Network Upgrade cost estimates for the facilities required 
to interconnect the combined cycle (2X1) Russell City Energy Center Project 
to PG&E’s transmission system is shown in Table 4-3.  This information was 
compiled from the FS reports provided to Calpine dated March 14 and March 
16, 2006. 

These are the facilities necessary to physically and electrically interconnect 
the Project to the CAISO Controlled Grid beyond the point of interconnection.  
These costs are not final and will need to be reconciled with actual costs upon 
completion of the project. 
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Table 4-3 Network Upgrade Cost Estimates: 600 MW Combined Cycle Plant (2X1) 
Substation Work  
PG&E’s East Shore Substation  
Re-configure the 230kV bus to a 
breaker-and-a-half (BAAH) scheme 
and replace one 115/230 kV 
transformer. 

$20,000,000  

PG&E’s San Mateo Substation  
Protective relay replacement and 
telecommunication changes. $380,000  

PG&E’s Pittsburg Substation  
Protective relay replacement and 
telecommunication changes. $380,000  

Subtotal Substation Work $20,760,000 
  
Transmission Line Work:  
PG&E’s East Shore-San Mateo 230 
kV Line    
Re-conductor with 954 kcmil ACSS $7,750,000  

PG&E’s East Shore-Dumbarton 115 
kV Line  
Re-conductor with 2-477 kcmil ACSS 
running parallel $8,600,000  

Subtotal Transmission Line Work $16,350,000 
  
Land Services Work  

Land engineering support, rights–of-
way and permitting activities $350,000  

Subtotal Land Services Work $350,000 
  
Miscellaneous Work  

Pre-parallel inspection, testing, 
SCADA, EMS setup, engineering 
support, etc. 

$50,000  

Subtotal Miscellaneous Work $50,000 
  
Total Network Upgrade Cost  $37,510,000 
 

5. Study Assumptions 

PG&E conducted the IFAS with the following assumptions: 

1) The Project consists of two combustion turbine generators each rated at 180 
MW and one steam turbine generator rated at 254 MW for a total output of 
614 MW.  There is an expected total plant load of 14 MW.  The maximum 
nominal net output to the PG&E transmission grid will be 600 MW at ISO5 
conditions. 

                                                      
5 International Standards Organization definition for standard temperature and pressure 
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2) The expected commercial operation date is June 1, 2010. 

3) The Project has three step-up transformers.  Each combustion turbine has a 
three phase, 13.8/230 kV transformer, rated for150/200/250 MVA (OA/FA/FA) 
with an impedance of 10% @ 150 MVA base.  The steam turbine has a three 
phase, 18/230 kV transformer, rated for 180/240/300 MVA (OA/FA/FA) with 
an impedance of 10% @ 180 MVA base.  

4) Calpine will engineer, procure, construct, own and maintain its project facility. 

5) PG&E will engineer, procure, construct, own and maintain the double-circuit 
generator tie lines from the Project to the 230 kV bus at East Shore 
Substation. 

6) The generator tie lines are approximately 1.3 miles in length and will be 
located within PG&E’s existing Grant – East Shore 115 kV right-of-way, with 
the exception of an approximately 500 foot section from the PG&E right-of-
way to the Project 

7) East Shore 230 kV bus is assumed to be reconfigured to a Breaker-And-A-
Half scheme (BAAH) for the Russell City Energy Center Project. 

6. System Impact Study Results 

The SIS for the Russell City Energy Center Project issued on July 1, 2005 
concluded that the Project would: 

1) Cause one normal overload that will require mitigation by the Project.  The 
overloaded facility is the East Shore-San Mateo 230 kV Line. 

2) Cause five CAISO Category “B” emergency overloads that will require 
mitigation by the Project.  These overloaded facilities are: 

 East Shore-San Mateo 230 kV Line 

 East Shore-Dumbarton 115 kV Line 

 Dumbarton-Newark 115 kV Line 

 East Shore 230/115 kV Transformer Bank No. 1 

 East Shore 230/115 kV Transformer Bank No. 2 

3) Cause several CAISO Category “C” emergency overloads on the 
transmission system that will require mitigation by the Project.  The IFAS does 
not provide specific cost estimate on mitigating these emergency overloads. 

4) Cause no significant transient stability impacts on the transmission system. 
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5) Cause the reconfiguration of the 230 kV bus at East Shore Substation to a 
new breaker-and-a-half (BAAH) scheme.  This work will be completed within 
PG&E substation property. 

6) Require a fully redundant, double current differential protection scheme 
utilizing fiber optic communications between the Project and East Shore 
Substation.  The two paths will be determined during final engineering and 
design and could include an overhead fiber cable on the new 230 kV tower 
structures and an underground cable. 

7) Cause further overstress of fourteen (14) circuit breakers.  Replacement of 
these circuit breakers is not the responsibility of the Project. 

The SIS for the Russell City Energy Center Expansion Project issued on 
December 13, 2005 concluded that the Project would: 

1) Exacerbate two (2) pre-project normal overloads.  The pre-project normal 
overloads were mitigated by Project P0423.  It should be noted that P0423 
may not be in place prior to the proposed on-line date of the Project.  If such 
would be the case, mitigation alternatives would be restudied and the 
preferred solution implemented as a part of the Project’s Network Upgrades. 

Cause one (1) new Category “B” emergency overload that will require 
mitigation by the Project.  The overload is: 

 East Shore-Dumbarton 115 kV Line 

This overload was mitigated in the IFAS Report for the Russell City Energy 
Center Project, dated March 14, 2006, as a part of the Network Upgrades 

2) Cause three new CAISO Category “C” emergency overloads that will require 
mitigation by the Project.  These overload are: 

 Sobrante – Moraga 115 kV Line 

 East Shore – Dumbarton 115 kV Line 

 Dumbarton – Newark 115 kV Line 

The last two Category “C” overloads will be mitigated by the Russell City 
Energy Center Project as a part of the Network Upgrades, and a PG&E 
capacity project, respectively. 

CAISO Category “C” contingency overloads may be mitigated by load 
shedding or generation dropping.  PG&E, CAISO or both may require new 
generators to take part in, as well as to be responsible for the costs of 
operating procedures and/or special protection schemes that will eventually 
be planned to mitigate these CAISO Category “C” overloads 

3) Exacerbate several CAISO Category “C” emergency overloads on the 
transmission system.  The IFAS will not provide mitigation of  these overloads  
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4) Cause no significant transient stability impacts on the transmission system 

5) Require a fully redundant, double current differential protection scheme 
utilizing fiber optic communications between the Project and East Shore 
Substation 

6) Cause further overstress of two (2) 230 kV circuit breakers at Pittsburg 
Substation.  Replacement of these circuit breakers is not the responsibility of 
the Project 

7. Facilities Study Scope 

The IFAS provides the work scope and cost estimates for the Interconnection 
Facilities required to interconnect the Project to the PG&E grid.  These facilities 
are in addition to the Interconnection Facilities identified in the previously 
completed FS reports provided to Calpine dated March 14 and March 16, 2006 
for the Project.  Specific studies conducted in the IFAS are: 

7.1 Transmission Tie-Line Evaluation 

The transmission line work scope includes constructing a double-circuit 230 
kV generator tie line and fiber optic communication lines from the Project to 
East Shore Substation.  The line will be constructed within PG&E’s existing 
115 kV Grant-East Shore ROW and will be owned, operated and 
maintained by PG&E. 

7.2 RCEC Switchyard Evaluation 

The Project’s switchyard6 will be built and owned by Calpine, therefore, no 
cost estimates or work scope documents are provided in the IFAS for this 
switchyard.  The switchyard shall incorporate the required relaying as 
specified in the PG&E interconnection handbook per Section G2.1.  Note 
that there is a redundancy requirement for the application of multifunction 
relays. 

The PG&E substation evaluation for the Project was conducted in previous 
Facilities Studies, in which the Interconnection Facilities work scope and 
cost estimates were determined. 

7.3 Land Evaluation 

PG&E’s Land Services determined that PG&E’s existing 115 kV Grant-East 
Shore ROW is adequate to accommodate the construction and operation of 
the new RCEC double circuit 230 kV line in a manner consistent with PG&E 
transmission design criteria.  The land and permitting work scope includes 
the acquisition of additional ROW from the RCEC switchyard to PG&E’s 
transmission corridor, preparing and filing a CPCN pursuant to Section 8.1 

                                                      
6 PG&E will own the 230 kV generator tie line from PG&E’s East Shore Substation to the A-frame structure at the 
RCEC switchyard.  The point of change-of-ownership shall be at the insulator on the PG&E side of the insulator. 
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below, as well as various land engineering, surveying and mapping 
activities. 

8. Environmental Evaluation / Permitting 

8.1 CPUC General Order 131-D 

PG&E is subject to the jurisdiction of the California Public Utilities 
Commission (CPUC); and must comply with CPUC General Order 131-D 
(Order) on the construction, modification, alteration, or addition of all electric 
transmission facilities (i.e., lines, substations, switchyards, etc.).  This 
includes facilities to be constructed by others and deeded to PG&E.  In 
most cases where PG&E’s electric facilities are under 200 kV and are part 
of a larger project (i.e., electric generation plant), the Order exempts PG&E 
from obtaining an approval from the CPUC provided its planned facilities 
have been included in the larger project’s California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA) review, the review has included circulation with the State 
Clearinghouse, and the project’s lead agency (i.e., California Energy 
Commission) finds no significant unavoidable environmental impacts.  
PG&E or the project developer may proceed with construction once PG&E 
has filed notice with the CPUC and the public on the project’s exempt 
status, and the public has had a chance to protest PG&E’s claim of 
exemption.  If PG&E facilities are not included in the larger project’s CEQA 
review, or if the project does not qualify for the exemption, PG&E may need 
to seek approval from the CPUC (i.e., Certificate of Public Convenience and 
Necessity or Permit to Construct) taking as much as 18 months or more 
since the CPUC would need to conduct its own environmental evaluation 
(i.e., Negative Declaration or Environmental Impact Report).  

PG&E recommends that the project proponent include PG&E facility work in 
its project description and application to the lead agency performing CEQA 
review on the project.  The lead agency must consider the environmental 
impacts of the interconnection electric facility, whether built by the developer 
with the intent to transfer ownership to PG&E or to be built and owned by 
PG&E directly, and make a finding of no significant unavoidable 
environmental impacts from construction of those facilities.  Once the 
project has completed the review process and the environmental document 
(i.e., Negative Declaration or Environmental Impact Report) finds no 
significant unavoidable environmental impacts from PG&E’s work, PG&E 
would file an Advice Letter with the CPUC and publish public notice of the 
proposed construction of the facilities.  The noticing process takes about 90 
days if no protests are filed, but should be done as early as possible so that 
a protest does not delay construction.  PG&E has no control over the time it 
takes the CPUC to respond when issues arise.  If the protest is granted, 
PG&E may then need to apply for a formal permit to construct the project 
(i.e., Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity or Permit to 
Construct).  Facilities built under this procedure must also be designed to 
include consideration of electric and magnetic field (EMF) mitigation 
measures pursuant to PG&E  “EMF Design Guidelines of New Electrical 
Facilities: Transmission, Substation and Distribution”. 
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Please see Section III, in General Order 131-D.  This document can be 
found in the CPUC’s web page at: 

http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/GENERAL_ORDER/589.htm 

 

8.2 CPUC Section 851 

Since PG&E is subject to the jurisdiction of the CPUC, it must also comply 
with Public Utilities Code Section 851. Among other things, this code 
provision requires PG&E to obtain CPUC approval of leases and licenses to 
use PG&E property, including rights-of-way granted to third parties for 
interconnection facilities.  Obtaining CPUC approval for a Section 851 
application can take several months, and requires compliance with the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  PG&E recommends that 
Section 851 issues be identified as early as possible so that the necessary 
application can be prepared and processed. 

8.3 Supplemental PG&E Environmental / Permitting Activity 

At Calpine’s request, PG&E conducted environmental and permitting 
activities prior to the execution of the LGIA.  PG&E issued a Transmission 
Upgrade Evaluation Report on October 3, 2006 describing PG&E’s 
preliminary assessment of the transmission upgrades necessary to 
interconnect RCEC to the PG&E transmission system.   This report should 
be referenced for more detailed information regarding environmental and 
permitting activities, as well as a project schedule with detailed milestones. 

9. Study Updates 

This IFAS was performed according to the assumptions shown in the Section 
titled “Study Assumptions.”  In the event that these assumptions are changed, a 
Re-study may be required to re-evaluate the Project’s impact on PG&E’s 
transmission grid.  Calpine would be responsible for paying for any such Re-
study.  Other changes that might prompt a Re-study are: 

 A higher-queued project withdraws from the Queue.  

 Calpine changes the location of the Project’s Interconnection Point. 

 Material modification (LGIP Section 4.4). 
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10. Stand-by Power 

This study does not address any requirements for stand-by power that the Project 
may require.  Calpine should contact their Generation Interconnection Services 
representative regarding this service. 

Note:  Calpine is urged to contact their Generation Interconnection Services representative 
promptly regarding stand-by service in order to ensure its availability for the Project’s start-up date. 
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Waste Management (52) 

Remedial Action Plan 
52. Please explain why RCEC proposes to eliminate the requirement for a remedial action plan 

when contamination has been detected on each of the parcels.  

Response: A Remedial Action Plan (RAP) was put in place at the Runnels Industry property 
because the plan had been required by the lead agency, the San Francisco Bay Regional 
Water Quality Control Board due to a broader groundwater contamination cleanup 
program. However, the RCEC will no longer be constructed on the Runnels Property and, 
therefore, this Parcel and its Remedial Action Plan are no longer part of the project (except 
for limited use as parking and laydown areas.) 

While some contamination has been identified on the current project site, the Applicant 
anticipates that cleanup will consist of the relatively straightforward removal of total 
petroleum hydrocarbon (TPH) or other contamination “hot spots” before construction. A 
soil management contingency plan will be prepared before construction to address any 
potential contamination that may be found during construction activities. Therefore, it is not 
anticipated that a RAP will be required. 
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