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California Energy Commission 
Dockets Unit 
California Energy Commission 
1516 Ninth Street, MS 4 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
(9 1 6) 654-5076 
E-mail: docket@energy.state.ca.us 

RE: Application for Extension of Russell City Energy Center (RCEC) Docket 01-
AFC-07 

Dear Commissioners, 

The East Bay Chapter of the California Native Plant Society (EBCNPS) appreciates the 
opportunity to comment on the Applicationfor Extension for the RCEC. The California 
Native Plant Society (CNPS) is a non-profit organization of more than 10,000 laypersons, 
professional and academic botanists organized into 33 chapters throughout California. 
The mission of the CNPS is to increase the understanding and appreciation of California's 
native plants and to preserve them in their natural habitat through scientific activities, 
education. and conservation. 

EBCNPS has never received any notice from the CEC regarding any aspect of this 
project; therefore, this will be our first opportunity to bring our concerns to the CEC's 
attention, and some of this information will be reported for the first time. 

General Considerations 

In reviewing the Biological Resources sections of both the original application and the 
amended application (when Calpine relocated the plant site), we find the botanical 
surveys to be wholly inadequate and inaccurate (see details below). In addition, certain 
types of impacts are never addressed, analyzed or mitigated. Critical information is 
missing from the entire file extending from 2001 to the present. 

The CEC is a lead agency that is required to follow a CEQA-equivalent process in its 
review of new projects. It must maintain a list of all permitting and consulting agencies. 
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These agencies must be notified each time the public record is opened. 

It is not the CEC's role to decide what information can be withheld from agencies 
by not serving notice to them. 

In contacting a number of different agencies including the California Department of Fish 
and Game, US Fish and Wildlife Service, the SF Bay Regional Water Quality Control 
Board, and the Hayward Area Shoreline Planning Agency, we have learned that none of 
these agencies were notified that the applicant had applied for a second extension of its 
permit. We had to request pertinent information three different times in order to be able 
to comment on this process. 

Specific Considerations 

Impacts to sensitive resources 

Jurisdictional wetlands 

Although the amended application claims that no jurisdictional wetlands will be impacted 
by the project, Figure 2 (Source: Exhibit 100) of the project description shows that one of 
the RCEC construction laydown sites is located directly on top of the same wetlands that 
previously triggered the need for a USFWS Biological Opinion. Utilizing a Section 404 
CWA wetland as a laydown site would require consultation and trigger the need for a full 
Biological Opinion. 

Furthermore this site contains a population of Congdon's tarplant (Centromadia parryi 
ssp. congdonii) which was not identified in the botanical survey because only one survey 
was done in early spring before this taxon was identifiable. Congdon's tarplant is a 
CNPS list 1B plant which is protected by CEQA and requires surveys in August in order 
to positively identify this subspecies of rare tarplant. 

Impacts of RCEC air emissions 

Nitrogen Deposition 

The applicant's modeling data show that Garin Regional Park would be the site that 
receives the highest rate of annual nitrogen deposition. At that location in the park, there 
is a serpentine outcrop that contains a population of Most-beautiful jewelflower 
(Streptanthus albidus ssp. peramoenus), a CNPS list 1B plant. According to a 2006 
CEC-commissioned report by Dr. Stuart Weiss, Impacts of Nitrogen Deposition on 
California Ecosystems and Biodiversity, "nitrogen deposition impacts on ecosystems and 
species are extensive in California and should be consider in local environmental 
assessments.. . this report provides regulatory guidance for impact assessments of new 
power plants." In particular, serpentine environments and vernal pools were shown to be 
significantly impacted by excess nitrogen. Furthermore, nitrogen emissions from 
Calpine's Metcalf plant (Santa Clara County) were shown to have a significant impact on 
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