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Name of Proposed Project area: Improving Community/Utility Communication for Energy
Efficiency, Smart Grid, Energy Efficient Land Use and related technologies

EPIC Program Areas: Community/Utility Partnership, Market Facilitation
Introduction

CADER is a non-profit organization operating in the State of California. It has provided energy
education to the public for over a decade by hosting low cost energy symposiums. CADER is focused
on the values of local energy programs and distributed energy resources. These include renewable
energy, energy efficiency, smart grid, and combined heat and power (CHP) technologies. At a recent
statewide CADER symposium members noted the small number of community leaders in the
audience and learned that most communities cannot afford to send even one person to an out of town
energy meeting. In addition most communities can no longer afford to have a dedicated energy staff.
This is a critical issue due to the rapid advances in energy technologies, the need for local
government involvement in facilitating technology deployment, and the potential strain on
communities as the state comes out of the recession and communities grow again. CADER
recommends that a new program be established under EPIC Community/Utility Partnership (CUP)
program.

When communicating with the local communities the contractor for the proposed program would
adhere to the following Guiding Principles:

e The Value Chain (as defined by CPUC staff)
e AB 32 and Executive Order 5-3-05

e The Loading Order

e (alifornia Mandates and Policy Targets

Public benetits derived from the Community/Utility Partnership (CUP) program will be assessed
within the following context:



e Reduced environmental impacts of the California electricity supply or transmission or
distribution system

e Increased public safety of the California electricity system

o Increased reliability of the California electricity system

o Increased affordability of electricity in California

o Market support and facilitation of clean energy technologies throughout California

o Advancement of Energy Smart Communities and Technology Integration Solutions and
Strategies

Potential Benefits of an EPIC Community Energy Communication Program

The new program would ensure that California communities, large and small, have access not only to
up to date information but also have access to experts who can help them interpret the technologies
and regulations and help the municipalities apply them in a manner appropriate to their particular
circumstances in order to achieve the maximum benefits for their citizens..

The proposed activity will also benefit the Investor Owned Ultilities as they work to meet the goals
and obligations imposed on them by the State of California and its agencies. If CADER were running
the project it would have the objective of providing a neutral venue for dialog and collaboration
among the communities and the utilities so that the state goals and objectives would be met in a
manner that promotes the greatest benefits with the least amount of contention.

As communities explore options to reduce energy costs and influence the portfolio of energy sources
serving their populations, mutual suspicion between the incumbent utilities and communities often
arises. The suggested program would include planning and analysis resources for the design of
sustainable energy solutions which provide mutual benefits to communities and utilities. The new
activity would help utilities better understand community decision making processes, especially
relating to land use and strategic growth management.

Specific Program Recommended for the CEC Investment Plan.

CADER recommends that the Energy Commission allocate $1.5 million in the investment plan to
fund a three year Community/Utility Partnership program that will provide a platform for
communities and utilities to work together on sustainable energy projects throughout the state of
California in coordination with the programs and planning of all relevant State and regional
governmental agencies.

The awardee of the CUP program would work with the IOUs to organize and host one state wide
symposium per year. Working with community and utility representatives, the contractor's staff
would ensure that EPIC research program and project results are packaged and presented in a
manner that are understandable and relevant to community leaders. Energy program managers and
investor owned utility representatives will have the opportunity to offer their perspectives and
describe their related program offerings. Special emphasis would be given to existing or imminent
EPIC solicitations in order to maximize community response and RD&D project development
collaboration between IOUs and communities. This symposium would complement and enhance
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CADER’s outreach activities to communities and utilities; seek to promote constructive partnerships
for building energy smart communities; identify community energy test beds; help disadvantaged
communities; educate communities on tools and methods for resource assessment, planning and
clean energy deployment; and facilitate streamlined permitting and deployment approaches.

To include as many community participants as possible CADER recommends limited travel
reimbursements plus unlimited WebEx connectivity for community planners. In addition CADER
recommends 6 to 8 regional meeting per year throughout the state to allow greater participation of
small communities with limited travel budgets. These meetings would be hosted by two to three
energy experts and organizations, e.g. CADER, the California Renewable Energy Center and its
California Integrated Renewable Energy Systems Program. Materials appropriate to all communities
would be posted on the contractor's website as they become available. CADER recommends the
creation of an email list to inform community leaders of new additions to the website and changes in
state regulations and policies that can affect them in these areas. The contractor would provide
communities with limited free consulting and a list of EPIC RD&D contractor experts that they can
retain for specific projects.

To gain maximum value from the EPIC investment, CADER recommends no rules limiting the
Intellectual Property rights of communities or investor owned utilities in this project area. CADER
does not envision the creation of any proprietary information. On the contrary, this project would
disseminate as much information as possible in public forums.

CADER further recommends that the CEC staff include sufficient fund allocation to inform
communities throughout the state of the results EPIC is generating that will enable closer
collaboration between communities and their energy service providers. Without a carefully designed
and targeted public information program many communities in California will not be aware of the
way new technologies are helping other communities to manage and optimize their energy supply
and usage profiles.
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