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Re: Comments for Scoping the E¡S/EIR for the California Desert Renewable

Energy Gonservation Plan, O9-RENEW EO-01 Renewable Energy Executive Order

The County of San Diego Department of Planning and Land Use (County) has reviewed

the Notice of Preparatiõn (NOP) of an Environmental lmpact Report (ElR), the Notice of

Intent (NOl) to piepare an Environmental lmpact Statement (EIS), and other available

information. regarding the California Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan

(DRECP) and ãppreciates this opportunity to provide comments. All of the land in the

òounty's'portion of the DRECP is unincorporated. The comments below include links

to Coúnty guidelines and regulations that will be useful in preparing the environmental

documentJ and analyzing the impacts of the proposed project in San Diego County.

The County has the following comments:

1. A great deal of collaborative work between the County, U.S. Fish and Wildlife

Seivice, California Department of Fish and Game, independent science advisors,

and stakeholders has gone into preparation of a multiple species conservation
plan for the eastern pañ of San Diego County (East County Plan).

Approximately Tl animal species and 82 plant species are being evaluated for
còu"tage Oyitre plan; of these,41 animal and 19 plant species are considered

focal speciês foi the plan. A preliminary draft map was released in 2008.

Unfortunately, County budget constraints and staffing reductions have caused
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progress of the East County Plan to slow. Information about the East County
Plan, including the preliminary draft map and species being considered, is

available at http://www.sdcounty.ca.qov/dplu/mscp/ec bioloqv.html. The
EIS/ElR should evaluate the DRECP's consistency with the draft East County
Plan map.

2. The County has developed Guidelines for Determining Significance and Report
Format and Content Requirements for several topics. The guidelines are

available at http://www.sdcountv.ca.oov/dplu/procquid.html and should be used
in analyzing the impacts of the proposed DRECP in San Diego County.

3. The County Board of Supervisors approved an update to the General Plan in
August 2011. The updated General Plan is available at
http://r¡n¡nry.sdcountv.ca.qov/dplu/qeneralplan.html and should be used for
preparing the San Diego County portions of the EIS/EIR.

The County of San Diego appreciates the opportunity to participate in the
environmental review process for the DRECP. We look fonruard to receiving and
reviewing the environmental documents for this project or providing additional
assistance at your request. lf you have any questions, please contact Devon Muto,

Chief of the Advanced Planning Division, at 858-694-3016 or
devo n. m uto@sdcou nty. ca. qov.

Eric Gibson, Director
Department of Planning and Land Use


