California Energy Commission
DOCKETED
AUgUSt 9’ 2012 Og‘REN EW EO‘l
TN # 66640
Dave Harlow, Director AUG 14 2012

Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan (DRECP)
California Energy Commission

1516 Ninth Street

Sacramento, CA 95814-5512
DHarlow@energy.state.ca.us

jkenna@blm.gov Jim Kenna, BLM State Director
smcginni@blm.gov S McGinnis, NEPA Coordinator

Re: Request for extension of public comment period for DRECP Draft
Alternatives

Dear Mr. Harlow, etc

These comments are being submitted for myself and for National Public Lands News,
http://www.nplnews.com, a 501(c)(3) an organization that | chair and represent.

| am a California Desert resident and have been for over 45 years. My first letter | wrote to the
BLM was in 1978 and | have been providing input since that time, mostly to the CDCA.

Please consider the following as my formal comments, during one of the many procedural
steps, so | can be a person of standing when the final decision/document is finally produced.

In the past, we have just provided comments directly to the DRECP. We are directing these
comments to the DRECP as well as BLM, cities and counties within the CDCA.

We are requesting that you accept these comments at this point in the process and realize that
throughout the NEPA decision-making process, we will be providing further comments as the
planning process unfolds. In addition, by participating in each step, it is my belief and the law
that | will be able to participate in future planning for both NEPA and CEQA processes.

The following are our main points:
1. Given the scope of the proposed action and alternatives for the public to consider, we are

asking for an extension to the comment period. When | went to my last public meeting in
December, (broke my foot and was not able to go to the last public meeting) there were 7



alternatives and not 5. We think, and most everybody agrees, that the notification is less than
desirable. We were sent an article that stated the deadline was today.

An extension to August 25, 2012 would provide federal land management agencies (and tribal
governments) more time to provide constructive comments on the process.

2. We noticed the lack of inclusion of a NO Action Alternative: CEQ's NEPA 40 Most asked
Questions, the NoAction alternative is required in EIS’s. Please include a No Action Alternative
since it provides a baseline from which other alternatives are compared.

3. We realize that an Executive Order was signed in regards to the prioritization of energy needs
and an agreement was made between the State of California and the BLM. However, we would
like to emphasize a few facts:

The State of California does own sections 16 and 36 and can dispose or sell them;
1976 FLPMA designated a single unit of land management area and called it the CDCA;
The Senate, House and Executive Branch adopted 1980 Desert Plan;

The Energy Production and Utility Corridors Element, pages 115 through 119;

The Land Tenure Adjustment Element, pages 120 through 122;

Needs of Desert Communities, page 121; and

Boundary Adjustments with other agencies, page 121

4. Page 121 identifies 300,000 acres as unclassified lands.

5. A Plan Amendment to change the boundaries of the original CDCA, 2012.

6. Under the Energy Production and Utility Corridors Element, Page 119 of the Desert Plan
states:

"Amendments to this element will generally follow the process, contained in the Plan
Amendment section. Future Projects requiring Plan Amendments will be coordinated with local
governments, the Public Utilities Commission, the California Energy Commission and affected
utility companies in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act and the President’s
Council on Environmental Quality regulations. The BLM will continuously coordinate with
agencies of State and Local governments."

7. One of the most important parts of this wonderful document is the section on Plan
Amendments under Public Notification, page 145:



"Notification of proposed amendments to or changes in the California Desert Plan will be
published in the Federal Register. In addition, notices will also be published in a newspaper, or
newspapers, of general circulation in the area which would be affected by the proposed
amendment(s). Further a Plan amendment mailing list will be developed by BLM and will
include appropriate publications, which publish material of interest to people concerned about
public lands of the California Desert. All individuals, organizations, and other public agencies
requesting notices of Plan amendment proposals or decisions will receive such notices. All
notices and information will be published in this manner no later than 30 days prior to the first
or subsequent public hearing, if one is to be held."

8. The recent decisions by BLM, regarding public lands to be managed for solar, wind and
geothermal energy determined which lands are suitable for development.

We recommend that the DRECP process their outcome so it is consistent with the decisions and
zoning classifications that were made by the energy PEIS.?

9. It is a fact that in the past 3 years, BLM has been laboring under a heavy workload as a result
of renewable energy projects in the California Desert. BLM has been carrying this load without
a full staff of resource specialists in the field offices. For example, The Ridgecrest BLM Office
has been without a NEPA Planner since 2001 and we have had three Acting BLM Managers
since 2011. (All of them would have good Managers but for the most part they have only been
here less than 90 days.) An extension would also assist BLM staff at the field level, to have
adequate time to review and interface with the public regarding this important EIS.

My organization has been working hard for a dozen years posting Federal Register Notices of
pending government meetings and decisions that affect them. We did this to inform the public
so they could interface with the BLM, DRECP and other governmental agencies with informed
decision-making tools.

Respectfully,

Sophia Anne Merk (SAM)
941 E Ridgecrest Boulevard
Ridgecrest, California 93555
760-371-1073
samnplnews@yahoo.com




