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To whom it may concern,

I am writing the commission in regards to the proposed plan to use El Mirage land for the
new solar and wind project. While I think that California definitely needs to consider energy
alternatives, such as solar and wind power energy, I do not believe any of the El Mirage land
should be sacrificed for this project.

El Mirage has become a staple for Landspeed trials, wind surfers, off-road vehicles, rock
hounds and desert go-ers in general. In recent years the Landspeed community has lost Muroc
Dry Lake, Rosamond Dry Lake and Harper Dry Lake to military expansions, which leaves the El
Mirage Dry Lake the only facility in California that can accommodate Landspeed trials and
many of the aforementioned activities.

Many groups and organizations have come together to maintain E] Mirage for
recreational use. The Southern California Timing Association, which had been the only stewards
since 1937, has, within the past 10 years, formed a partnership with BLM and Friends of El
Mirage to preserve the lakebed and improve the overall recreational facility of the area. These
public lands are well kept by the groups and private individuals that make use of the land. El
Mirage serves people from San Bemardino, Los Angeles, Orange, San Diego and Riverside
counties and it would be a great loss to the Southern California community if it was closed.

With all of the activities that El Mirage is being used for closing off a portion would
force the majority of visitors onto the lakebed. The lakebed itself is fragile due to the extended
drought California has seen and an increase in visitors would quickly destroy the surface.
Additionally, the majority of Johnson Valley off-road vehicle area is being considered for
military use. If this happens El Mirage will see an increase of users, which the 25,000 acres
would not be able to handle if some of its land was lost to the solar and wind project.

El Mirage is a historical California site and it would truly be a shame to lose this lakebed
and recreational site. There is a lot of unused desert space in California and I ask the Energy
Commission please rethink the use of El Mirage and consider another area for the solar and wind
project.

Thank you, : ¢



