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Dear Mr. Harlow:

The Joshua Tree and Morongo Valley Chambers of Commerce represent a wide variety of businesses in two gateway
communities to Joshua Tree National Park, the San Bernardino National Forest and Bureau of Land Management (BLM) lands
managed by the BLM’s Palm Springs and Barstow Field Offices. Recreational tourism is an extremely important sector of the
local economy and we believe that protecting our national parks and other protected lands is an important investment in our
vibrant and dynamic economy.

We are encouraging the County of San Bernardino to fully participate in the DRECP process and to craft a coordinated
conservation plan that will protect species and their habitat on public and private land. However, it is imperative that as the
DRECP process moves forward, the California Energy Commission and DRECP staff make the plan accessible to county
residents by hosting workshops and soliciting public input in the very desert communities that will be most affected by this
sweeping renewable energy plan. This has not happened to date, is an oversight on the part of the state and federal agencies
directing the DRECP, and must occur in order to ensure that the plan moves forward in a thoughtful, democratic manner that
protects our natural heritage, tourism based businesses and quality of life.
Additionally, we respectfully request that any DRECP alternative incorporate the following tenets to protect recreational
tourism and the environment in the Morongo Basin.

e  Scales down renewable energy projects to smaller acreages which may significantly increase the amount of disturbed

lands feasible for renewable energy development.

e  Prioritizes the protection of springs, seeps, listed aquatic species, and riparian habitat, while presenting the public
and decision makers with up to date information about the current status of hydrologic basins/aquifers and the
potential impacts of all DRECP alternatives. This should include information on whether these aquifers are over-
allocated and should consider the cumulative impacts of all foreseeable San Bernardino County projects.

e  Conforms to the recommendations of the DRECP’s Independent Science Panel and works in partnership with local
governments, as well as the resources staff of national parks and other land management agencies.

e  Precludes development focus areas within the California desert’s Morongo Basin due to Joshua Tree National Park’s
value as a national and international tourism destination, its significant impact on the local economy and the area’s
important wildlife corridors.

e  Prioritizes locating Development Focus Areas (DFA’s) on the lowest conflict private and public lands and eliminates
variance lands from consideration as locations for renewable energy development. Opening variance lands to
renewable energy development would encourage piecemeal development and undermine the substantial work that
has been done to identify DFA’s as low resource conflict, appropriate locations for renewable energy development.

e  Prioritizes responsible development on mechanically-altered disturbed private and public lands and protects
important landscapes and species through lasting designations.



e Includes a regional cumulative impacts analysis for projects on public lands. For example, in Riverside County the
proposed Eagle Mountain landfill project will have an irreversible negative impact to desert tortoise populations in
and around Joshua Tree National Park, harming up to 75% of critical habitat in the park based on recent data
compiled by NPS. This project harms the ability to pursue renewable energy projects in and surrounding the
Riverside East SEZ based on cumulative impacts. Industrial projects proposed that limit the future success of SEZ’s or
DFAs should be analyzed through the DRECP, as land use planning decisions must be made in order to both protect
species and facilitate development. This is specifically important in alternatives that propose the development
adjacent to Joshua Tree National Park.

e  Considers the socio-economic impacts to desert communities from each of the DRECP alternatives. The California
desert is home to multiple gateway communities that benefit significantly from destination tourism. Communities
adjacent to our desert national parks and other public lands such as the Morongo Basin, Shoshone, Tecopa, Barstow,
Baker, Nipton, and Needles receive substantial benefits from destination tourism and in many cases this is a major
component of their economy. Locating DFA’s in proximity to these communities has an unknown effect to tourism
and should be carefully analyzed.

In closing, we would like to once again thank the DRECP staff for the opportunity to comment on this process and ensuring
that stakeholders have the opportunity to provide input on this important plan.
Sincerely,

Eva Soltes, President
Joshua Tree Chamber of Commerce

Karen Lowe, President
Morongo Valley Chamber of Commerce



