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August 22, 2013

Robert Weisenmiller

Chair, California Energy Cemmission
1516 Ninth Street

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Chairman Weisenmiller:

[ am writing to refer to your agency the concerns of Mr. Donald J. Krouse of Morongo Valley.

Mr. Krouse contacted me raising several issues regarding the development of solar and wind energy
fields in the Morongo Basin and the impact of such development on tourism and other economic assets
of that area.

Mr. Krouse’s contact information is:
Donald J. Krouse
P. O. Box 340
Morongo Valley, CA 92256
760-363-3849
moneywhys@aol.com

Mr. Krouse emphasized the importance of Joshua Tree National Park in that area, appropriately
characterizing it as one of California’s “crown jewels.” He also notes the economic impact of tourism
to the Morongo Basin, stating approximately 1.4 million tourists visited the area in 2010.

He wrote to me seeking assistance with concerns regarding “fast tracking™ of solar development
projects near the park, citing disturbance of lands and dust storms from grading of land and other
consequences, such as increased particulate pollution.

Mr. Krouse raised a very specific concern to me regarding the process of examining local impacts
through the Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan (DRECP). He subsequently informed me of
a positive step to address his concerns in the form of two locally scheduled DRECP hearings in
September. As key participant with the state’s Renewable Energy Action Team, 1 hope your agency
will consider Mr. Krouse’s comments through the DRECP process.
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Page 2: Letter to Chairman Weisenmiller

[ am referring this matter to your agency in its capacity as a lead regarding several aspects of
implementation of the state’s Renewable Portfolio Standard. I appreciate the Commission’s efforts in

this regard.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

_Sincetely,

BETTY T. YEE
Member, First District

cc: Mr. Donald J. Krouse



