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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

Michael Brandman Associates (MBA) conducted biological surveys at the Quail Brush Project site as
part of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requirements for assessing potentially
significant impacts to sensitive biological resources within the project site. The purpose of the
surveysisto document current biological conditions and provide information to assist in determining
if significant impacts will occur during future project construction activities. The proposed project
consists of a 100-megawatt gas-fired intermediate/peaking plant (herein referred to as the power plant
site), a 138-kilovolt (kV) generation tie-line (gen ti€), an utility switchyard, an 8-inch underground
natural gas pipeline, temporary construction laydown area, and an offsite parking area. The proposed
project site encompasses all project facilities described above. The project siteislocated in the
eastern portion of the City of San Diego, Californiajust south of the Sycamore Landfill. The project
siteis currently undeveloped with minimal disturbance throughout the project site. In addition to the
project site, several additional parcels where included in the biological resources study as buffer areas
to the proposed project or potential mitigation areas. The potential mitigation areas and the buffer
areas along with the project site make up the overall biological resources survey area, hereafter
referred to as survey area.

Biological resources surveys were conducted for the proposed project as required by the City of San
Diego (City) in application for a Zone Change as well as by the California Energy Commission
(CEC) for their Application for Certification (AFC). Biological surveys were conducted within the
survey area, in the late spring and summer of 2011. Due to a project design change, the survey area
expanded and additional surveys were conducted during the spring and summer of 2012 (Supplement
2 and 3).

MBA biologists' conducted multiple surveys to document the current existing conditions within the
biological survey areaincluding focused surveys for sensitive plants (MBA 2011a, 2012a), coastal
Cdifornia gnatcatcher (MBA 2011b and 2012b), Quino Checkerspot butterfly (MBA 2012c), Hermes
copper butterfly, and ajurisdictional delineation of waters of the United States (MBA 2011c). The
biological survey area occurs within the City of San Diego Subarea Plan of the Multiple Species
Conservation Program (MSCP), partially within and immediately adjacent to the Multiple Habitat
Planning Area (MHPA). The biological survey areawas evauated for consistency with the goals and
objectives of the City of San Diego Subarea Plan of the MSCP (Subarea Plan).

Theinitial reconnaissance-level survey in 2011 determined that the survey area provides margina to
suitable habitat for 15 special-status plant species. Five special-status plant species were found within
the biological survey area: San Diego barrel cactus (Ferocactus viridescens), variegated dudleya
(Dudleya variegata), heart-leaved pitcher sage (Lepichina cardiophylla), San Diego goldstars (Muilla
clevelandii), and willowy monardella (Monardella viminea). Therefore, these five specia-status

! See Appendix G, Biologist Resumes.
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species are considered present in the biological survey area. San Diego barrel cactus and variegated
dudleya are the only sensitive plants species within the project site and will likely be impacted by
project development. All five species are covered under the Subarea Plan, and are considered
adequately conserved, if the conditions described in Appendix A of the Subarea Plan are
implemented.

Based on the existing conditions within the survey area and records of special-status wildlife species
known to occur in the region, 17 special-status wildlife species were determined to have a moderate
to high potential to occur within the biological survey area. These speciesinclude: Hermes copper
butterfly (Lycaena hermes), orange-throated whiptail (Aspidoscelis hyperythrus), northern red-
diamond rattlesnake (Crotalus ruber ruber), Coronado Island skink (Plestiodon skiltonianus
interparietalis), Cooper’s hawk (Accipiter cooperi), white-tailed kite (Elanus leucurus), Bell’ s sage
sparrow (Amphispiza belli belli), Southern California rufous-crowned sparrow (Aimophila ruficeps
canescens), yellow warbler (Dendroica petechia brewsteri), California horned lark (Eremophila
alpestris actia), yellow-breasted chat (Icteria virens), least bittern (Ixobrychus exilis), coastal
Cdlifornia gnatcatcher (Polioptila californica californica), least Bell’ s vireo (Vireo bellii pusillus),
Dulzura pocket mouse (Chaetodipus californicus femoralis), northwestern San Diego pocket mouse
(Chaetodipus fallax fallax), and San Diego black-tailed jackrabbit (Lepus californicus).

The orange-throated whiptail, northern red-diamond rattlesnake, Coronado Island skink, California
horned lark, yellow-breasted chat, least bittern, Dulzura pocket mouse, northwestern San Diego
pocket mouse, black-tailed jackrabbit are not covered under the Subarea Plan; however, project-
related impacts to these California species of special concern, will be limited and will not result in a
significant decline to the species population to less than a self-sustaining level. The only sensitive
wildlife species observed within the project site was the Coronado Island skink and only asingle
individual was observed. Project-related impacts to the vegetation communities within the project
siteis considered minimal in comparison to the surrounding undeveloped areas. Mitigation parcels
that will be set aside for impacts to vegetation communities will more than reduce the impacts to the
Coronado Island skink to alevel of less than significant. The remaining sensitive wildlife species are
not likely to be impacted. Avoidance measures and biological monitoring is recommended during
initial vegetation removal.

The biological survey area aso contains suitable nesting and foraging habitat for resident and
migratory birds and raptors that are protected under the federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA)
and the California Fish and Game (CFG) Code (Appendix A — Fauna Compendium). Breeding
season avoidance and minimization measures are prescribed herein to reduce any potential project-
related impacts to bird species protected under the MBTA and CFG Code to less than significant.

The biological survey area contains one drainage feature subject to the jurisdiction of the United
States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), the San Diego Regional Water Quality Control Board
(RWQCB), and the California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG). The drainage contains 1.88

2 Michael Brandman Associates
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acres of non-wetland waters of the United States, of which 0.02 acre is wetland, while atotal 2.17
acres of streambed may be subject to CDFG jurisdiction. The main drainage feature within the
survey areais associated with Spring Canyon on the western side of the biological survey areaand
eventually connects to the San Diego River, arelatively permanent water, at an off site location
(approximately one mile to the south). This drainage feature is not within the project site and will not
be impacted. A letter report from the USACE concurs that the proposed biological survey area
contains adrainage feature that will likely be considered jurisdictional by the USACE; therefore, this
drainage feature will be completely avoided so as not to require any USACE permitting.

Michael Brandman Associates 3
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SECTION 1: INTRODUCTION

At the regquest of Tetra Tech EC, Inc., MBA conducted a biological resources survey for the
Cogentrix Quail Brush Generation Project. The proposed project consists of a 100-megawatt gas-
fired intermediate/peaking plant, hereafter referred to as power plant site or site, and associated
facilities, located in the City of San Diego, San Diego County, California. A 425.31-acre biological
resource survey areawas established for the project that encompasses all parcels for which
anticipated facilities are proposed in addition to potential mitigation parcels, staging area, and
additional parking area. The general biological resource surveys described in this document were
conducted on the entire 425.31-acre biological survey area.

The project applicant, Quail Brush Genco, LLC, isaso submitting an Application for Certification to
the California Energy Commission (CEC) for approval of the proposed project. Thus, Quail Brush
Genco, LLC isrequired to provide a thorough analysis of al potential onsite and offsite impacts
through demonstration of project consistency with the City of San Diego Subarea Plan of the MSCP,
and preparation of a CEQA-level biological resources study. To fulfill the biological resources
regquirements for the processing and approval of the proposed project, this Biological Resources
Survey Report was prepared. The Biological Resources Survey Report documents the current
existing conditions within the biological survey area and includes a technical analysis of potential
project impacts to sensitive plant and wildlife species, native vegetation, or other sensitive biological
resources, and provides recommendations to mitigate for significant project-related impactsto alevel
of lessthan significant, if applicable. The existing conditions documented in this report can be used
for two years without reassessing the existing conditions.

1.1 - Project Site Location

The project siteis generally located north of Interstate (I) 8, south of State Route (SR) 78, east of | -
15, and west of SR-67 in the City of San Diego, California (Exhibit 1). The project siteislocated
within Township 15 South, Range 1 West, Section 7, Township 15 South, Range 2 West, Section 12,
and unsectioned portions of El Cajon and Mission San Diego Land Grants, within the La Mesa,
California, United States Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5-minute topographic quadrangle map
(Exhibit 2). The project siteis specifically located north of San Clemente Canyon Freeway (SR-52),
east of MedinaDrive, and east of Sycamore Landfill Road adjacent to the Sycamore Canyon Landfill
(Exhibit 3).

The project site occurs within the boundaries of the City of San Diego Subarea Plan (Subarea Plan) of
the MSCP, and portions of the project site occur within the MHPA. Some portion of the proposed
mitigation parcels also fall within the existing MHPA aswell as an Environmentally Sensitive Area
(Exhibit 6). The MHPA continues to the south, east, and west of the biological survey area, within

Michael Brandman Associates 5
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undevel oped open space areas around the landfill. The ESA is specifically associated with the
drainage feature within Spring Canyon.

The biological survey areais associated with the entire or portions of the following Assessor’s Parcel
Numbers (APNS):

366-03-031 366-03-035 366-03-036 366-03-039
366-03-047 366-03-112 366-04-101 366-07-030
366-07-031 366-07-034 366-07-048 366-07-065
366-08-016 366-08-022 366-08-024 366-08-025
366-08-026 366-08-027 366-08-028 366-08-028
366-08-029 366-08-030 366-08-031 366-08-057
366-08-102 366-08-103 366-08-104 366-08-105
366-08-119 366-08-120 366-08-125 366-08-127
366-07-130 366-07-131 366-08-132 366-09-023
366-09-024 366-09-025 366-09-29

Michael Brandman Associates
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1.2 - Project Description

Quail Brush Genco, LLC recently signed along-term power-purchase agreement with San Diego Gas
& Electric (SDG&E) to deliver power to homes and businessesin San Diego. This proposed project
was one of three projects selected by SDG& E to meet their 2009 solicitation for conventional
generation. Natural gas power plants are amajor goal of the San Diego Association of Governments
(SANDAG) Regional Energy Strategy 2009. Goal 2 of the SANDAG Regional Energy Strategy
2030 isto increase in-county energy generation. The Quail Brush Generation Project is consistent
with these strategies.

The proposed project consists of 6 main project components, the construction and operation of the
following facilities:

e A 100-MW peaker plant.

A 138 kV transmission line.

Utility Switchyard.

An 8-inch underground natural gas pipeline.

Temporary Construction Laydown Area.
Off-Site Parking Area.

A preliminary project design was submitted as part of the original AFC. Following the first set of
Data Requested received from the CEC, a subsequent project was designed to reduce the amount of
biological resource impacts and utilize the existing SDG& E substation. This updated version of the
project siteisreferred to as Supplement 2. More recently, athird version of the project site was
designed to reduce even more biological resources and is referred to as Supplement 3. In order to
better understand the affects of project site modification, a description of each project designis
included below. The biological resource survey areawas set to encompass the Supplement 2 and
Supplement 3 project designs, which includes the footprints of all project facilities, associated buffer
areas, and potential mitigation parcels.

1.2.1 - AFC-Design
o A 100-MW peaker plant. Located just south of the Sycamore Land Fill.

e A 230 kV transmission line. Approximately 1-milelong, traversing north and west of the site
to SDG&E's Migeul to Mission 230kV transmission line.

e A 230 kV Utility Switchyard. Located along the ridge line between Spring Canyon and
Sycamore Canyon.

e An 8-inch underground natural gas pipeline. Travelsfrom Mast Street to Sycamore Landfill
Road to the power plant site.
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e Temporary Construction Laydown Area. Located within the existing Sycamore Land Fill.

o Offsite Parking Area. Located south of the Mast Street.

1.2.2 - Supplement 2 Design
e A 100-MW peaker plant. Located just south of the Sycamore Land Fill.

A 138 kV transmission line. Travels north to the Sycamore Land Fill, then east to connect with
the existing SDG& E Substation.

A Switchyard. Located in the existing SDG& E Substation.

An 8-inch underground natural gas pipeline. Travelsfrom Mast Street to Sycamore Landfill
Road to the power plant site.

Temporary Construction Laydown Area. Located within the existing Sycamore Land Fill.

Offsite Parking Area. Located south of the Mast Street.

1.2.3 - Supplement 3 Design

A 100-MW peaker plant. Located 50-feet south of the AFC and Supplement 2 power plant site
location.

A 138 kV transmission line. Isaloop line that travels north to the southern portion of the
Sycamore Land Fill, connects to the existing SDG&E line and travels back to the power plant
site.

A Switchyard. Located immediately northeast of the power plant site.

An 8-inch underground natural gas pipeline. Travelsfrom Mast Street to Sycamore Landfill
Road to the power plant site.

Temporary Construction Laydown Area. Located within the existing Sycamore Land Fill.

Offsite Parking Area. Located south of the Mast Street.

The location of the proposed project was selected because of its close proximity to the existing
landfill and existing electric transmission and natural gaslines. The proposed project will be located
on a 21.7-acre privately-owned parcel optioned by Development Land Holdings, LLC. The parcel is
located in an area currently zoned RS-1-8 (single-family residential use). Development Land
Holdings and the project company Quail Brush Genco, LLC, are wholly owned subsidiaries of
Cogentrix Energy, LLC, and the project owner/operator.
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SECTION 2: METHODOLOGY

This section includes a discussion of the methodology practiced as part of aliterature review and
biological resources survey for the proposed project. Potential project-related effects to biological
resources were analyzed in accordance with CEQA, the federal Endangered Species Act (ESA), the
Cdifornia State Endangered Species Act (CESA), and all other relevant environmental policies and
regulations that are provided in Appendix A, Regulatory Framework.

2.1 - Literature Review

Prior to conducting biological resource surveys, aliterature review was conducted of the
environmental and regulatory setting for the biological survey area. The literature review providesa
baseline from which to evaluate the biological resources potentially occurring within the biological
survey area, and the local and regional vicinity.

The literature review began with athorough review of aerial imagery of the biological survey area
and vicinity, aswell as the topographic electronic and hard copies of the La Mesa and Poway,
California USGS 7.5-minute topographic quadrangle maps. Aeria imagery provided by Google
Earth (Google 2011) was used to confirm the current locations of developed and undeveloped land, as
well as verifying mapping efforts conducted for the local area.

A list of special status plant and wildlife species and their habitats, known to occur near the project
site was compiled primarily from the CDFG'’ s California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB), a
sensitive species, and plant community account database. MBA conducted a query of the CNDDB
records based on a 10-mile radius surrounding the project site that included the Del Mar, EI Cgjon,
Jamul Mountains, La Jolla, La Mesa, National City, Point Loma, Poway, and San Vicente Reservair,
Cdlifornia USGS 7.5-minute topographic quadrangle maps. The CNDDB GI S database 