Department of Energy
Western Area Power Administration
Desert Southwest Customer Service Region
P.O. Box 6457

Phoenix, AZ 85005-6457 JUN 2 ( 2005

YUN 1 6 2005

DOCKET
02-AFC-1

Mr. Charles Wood

Chairman DATE JU N 14 200
Chemehuevi Indian Tribe RECIDA 5 2005
P.O. Box 1976 ol

Havasu Lake, CA 92363

Re: Environmental Analysis of the Proposed Blythe II Energy Power Plant in Riverside
County, California

Dear Mr. Wood:

The Western Area Power Administration (Western), a power-marketing agency within the U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE), has received an interconnection request for a new Blythe 1T
Energy Project (BEP II) power plant in Riverside County, California. The applicant, Caithness
Blythe II, LLC, proposes to develop this new power plant in the vicinity of the existing Blythe
Energy 520-megawatt Power Plant (BEP I) located approximately 5 miles west of the city of
Blythe and just cast of the Blythe Airport. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of this
project and related activities and to provide you a copy for review and comment of the prepared
Draft environmental assessment (EA) for the proposed project under the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA). We would also like to initiate government-to-government consultation, and
invite your participation in the environmental review and National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA) consultation processes.

The proposed BEP II power plant would be built next to BEP I and located entirely within the
existing BEP I site boundary. The proposed BEP II would interconnect with the Buck Boulevard
Substation at the northeastern comer of the BEP I site. Constructed by Western as part of BEP I,
the Buck Boulevard Substation is owned, operated, and maintained by Western.

The request to interconnect with Western’s substation triggers a Federal NEPA review process.
In addition, the California Energy Commission {Commission) will complete a certification
process. Western and the Commission are coordinating their review and documentation
processes to minimize or eliminate duplication. Because of the similarity in our requirements,
Western is using the Commission’s Final Staff Assessment (FSA) as our Draft EA. The
FSA/Draft EA became available on May 2, 2005. We are providing you a copy, along with a
Soils and Water Technical Report, for your review and comment. For your comments to be
considered in Western’s Final EA, please provide written comments to either individual listed
below by August 5, 2005, or you may provide oral comments at a Commission Prehearing
Conference on Wednesday, June 29, 2005, beginning at 9:00 a.m. PDST at the California Energy
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Department of Energy
Western Area Power Administration
Desert Southwest Customer Service Region
P.O. Box 6457
Phoenix, AZ 85005-6457

JUN 1 6 2005

Ms. Irene Anthony
Tribal Administrator
Chemehuevi Indian Tribe
P.O. Box 1976

Havasu Lake, CA 92363

Re: Environmental Analysis of the Proposed Blythe II Energy Power Plant in Riverside
County, California

Dear Ms. Anthony:

The Western Area Power Administration (Western), a power-marketing agency within the U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE), has received an interconnection request for a new Blythe II
Energy Project (BEP II) power plant in Riverside County, California. The applicant, Caithness
Blythe II, LLC, proposes to develop this new power plant in the vicinity of the existing Blythe
Energy 520-megawatt Power Plant (BEP I) located approximately 5 miles west of the city of
Blythe and just east of the Blythe Airport. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of this
project and related activities and to provide you a copy for review and comment of the prepared
Draft environmental assessment (EA) for the proposed project under the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA). We would also like to initiate government-to-govermment consultation, and
invite your participation in the environmental review and National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA) consultation processes.

The proposed BEP II power plant would be built next to BEP I and located entirely within the
existing BEP I site boundary. The proposed BEP II would interconnect with the Buck Boulevard
Substation at the northeastern corner of the BEP I site. Constructed by Western as part of BEP 1,
the Buck Boulevard Substation is owned, operated, and maintained by Western.

The request to interconnect with Western’s substation triggers a Federal NEPA review process.
In addition, the California Energy Commission (Commission) will complete a certification
process. Western and the Commission are coordinating their review and documentation
processes to minimize or eliminate duplication. Because of the similarity in our requirements,
Western is using the Commission’s Final Staff Assessment (FSA) as our Draft EA. The
FSA/Draft EA became available on May 2, 2005. We are providing you a copy, along with a
Soils and Water Technical Report, for your review and comment. For your comments to be
considered in Western’s Final EA, please provide written comments to either individual listed
below by August 5, 2005, or you may provide oral comments at a Commission Prehearing
Conference on Wednesday, June 29, 2005, beginning at 9:00 a.m. PDST at the California Energy



Department of Energy
Western Area Power Administration
Desert Scuthwest Customer Service Region
P.O. Box 6457
Phoenix, AZ 85005-6457

JUN 1 6 2005

Ms. Lisa Wanstall
Director

Cocopah Museum
Cocopah Indian Tribe
County 15 and Avenue G
Somerton, AZ 85350

Re: Environmental Analysis of the Proposed Blythe II Energy Power Plant in Riverside
County, California

Dear Ms. Wanstall:

The Western Area Power Administration {Western), a power-marketing agency within the U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE), has received an interconnection request for a new Blythe II
Energy Project (BEP IT) power plant in Riverside County, California. The applicant, Caithness
Blythe II, LLC, proposes to develop this new power plant in the vicinity of the existing Blythe
Energy 520-megawatt Power Plant (BEP I) located approximately 5 miles west of the city of
Blythe and just east of the Blythe Airport. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of this
project and related activities and to provide you a copy for review and comment of the prepared
Draft environmental assessment (EA) for the proposed project under the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA). We would also like to initiate government-to-government consultation, and
invite your participation in the environmental review and National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA) consultation processes.

The proposed BEP II power plant would be built next to BEP I and located entirely within the
existing BEP I site boundary. The proposed BEP II would interconnect with the Buck Boulevard
Substation at the northeastern corner of the BEP I site. Constructed by Western as part of BEP I,
the Buck Boulevard Substation is owned, operated, and maintained by Western.

The request to interconnect with Western’s substation triggers a Federal NEPA review process.
In addition, the California Energy Commission (Commission) will complete a certification
process. Western and the Commission are coordinating their review and documentation
processes to minimize or eliminate duplication. Because of the similarity in our requirements,
Western is using the Commission’s Final Staff Assessment (FSA) as our Draft EA. The
FSA/Draft EA became available on May 2, 2005. We are providing you a copy, along with a
Soils and Water Technical Report, for your review and comment. For your comments to be
considered in Western’s Final EA, please provide written comments to either individual listed
below by August 5, 2005, or you may provide oral comments at a Commission Prehearing
Conference on Wednesday, June 29, 2005, beginning at 9:00 a.m. PDST at the California Energy



Department of Energy
Western Area Power Administration
Desert Southwest Customer Service Region
P.C. Box 6457
Phoenix, AZ 85005-6457

JUN 1 6 2005

Ms. Sherry Cordova
Chairwoman

Cocopah Tribal Council
Cocopah Indian Tribe
County 15 and Avenue G
Somerton, AZ 85350

Re: Environmental Analysis of the Proposed Blythe II Energy Power Plant in Riverside
County, California

Dear Ms. Cordova:

The Western Area Power Administration (Western), a power-marketing agency within the U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE), has received an interconnection request for a new Blythe 11
Energy Project (BEP 1) power plant in Riverside County, California. The applicant, Caithness
Blythe 11, LLC, proposes to develop this new power plant in the vicinity of the existing Blythe
Energy 520-megawatt Power Plant (BEP I) located approximately 5 miles west of the city of
Blythe and just east of the Blythe Airport. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of this
project and related activities and to provide you a copy for review and comment of the prepared
Draft environmental assessment (EA) for the proposed project under the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA). We would also like to initiate government-to-government consultation, and
invite your participation in the environmental review and National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA) consultation processes.

The proposed BEP IT power plant would be built next to BEP I and located entirely within the
existing BEP I site boundary. The proposed BEP II would interconnect with the Buck Boulevard
Substation at the northeastern corner of the BEP 1 site. Constructed by Western as part of BEP 1,
the Buck Boulevard Substation is owned, operated, and maintained by Western.

The request to interconnect with Western’s substation triggers a Federal NEP A review process.
In addition, the California Energy Commission (Commission) will complete a certification
process. Western and the Commission are coordinating their review and documentation
processes to minimize or eliminate duplication. Because of the similarity in our requirements,
Western is using the Commission’s Final Staff Assessment (FSA) as our Draft EA. The
FSA/Draft EA became available on May 2, 2005. We are providing you a copy, along with a
Soils and Water Technical Report, for your review and comment. For your comments to be
considered in Western’s Final EA, please provide written comments to either individual listed
below by August 5, 2005, or you may provide oral comments at a Commission Prehearing
Conference on Wednesday, June 29, 2005, beginning at 9:00 a.m. PDST at the California Energy



]
1

Department of Energy
Western Area Power Administration
Desert Southwest Customer Service Region
P.O. Box 6457
Phoenix, AZ 85005-6457

JUN 1 6 2005

Mr. H. Paul Cuero

Chairman

Campo Band of Mission Indians
36190 Church Road

Suite 1

Campo, CA 91906

Re: Environmental Analysis of the Proposed Blythe 11 Energy Power Plant in Riverside
County, California

Dear Mr. Cuero:

The Western Area Power Administration (Western), a power-marketing agency within the U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE), has received an interconnection request for a new Blythe II
Energy Project (BEP II) power plant in Riverside County, California. The applicant, Caithness
Blythe II, LLC, proposes to develop this new power plant in the vicinity of the existing Blythe
Energy 520-megawatt Power Plant (BEP I) located approximately 5 miles west of the city of
Blythe and just east of the Blythe Airport. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of this
project and related activities and to provide you a copy for review and comment of the prepared
Draft environmental assessment (EA) for the proposed project under the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA). We would also like to initiate government-to-government consultation, and
invite your participation in the environmental review and National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA) consultation processes.

The proposed BEP II power plant would be built next to BEP I and located entirely within the
existing BEP I site boundary. The proposed BEP Il would interconnect with the Buck Boulevard
Substation at the northeastern corner of the BEP I site. Constructed by Western as part of BEP 1,
the Buck Boulevard Substation is owned, operated, and maintained by Western.

The request to interconnect with Western’s substation triggers a Federal NEPA review process.
In addition, the California Energy Commission (Commission) will complete a certification
process. Western and the Commission are coordinating their review and documentation
processes to minimize or eliminate duplication. Because of the similarity in our requirements,
Western is using the Commission’s Final Staff Assessment (FSA) as our Draft EA. The
FSA/Draft EA became available on May 2, 2005. We are providing you a copy, along with a
Soils and Water Technical Report, for your review and comment. For your comments to be
considered in Western’s Final EA, please provide written comments to either individual listed
below by August 5, 2005, or you may provide oral comments at a Commission Prehearing
Conference on Wednesday, June 29, 2005, beginning at 9:00 a.m. PDST at the California Energy



Department of Energy
Western Area Power Administration
Desert Southwest Customer Service Region
P.O. Box 6457
Phoenix, AZ 85005-6457

JUN 1 6 2005

Mr. George Ray

Acting Director

Colorado River Indian Tribes Museum
Colorado River Indian Tribes

Route 1, Box 23-B

Parker, AZ 85344-1899

Re: Environmental Analysis of the Proposed Blythe II Energy Power Plant in Riverside
County, California

Dear Mr. Ray:

The Western Area Power Administration (Western), a power-marketing agency within the U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE), has received an interconnection request for a new Blythe I1
Energy Project (BEP II) power plant in Riverside County, California. The applicant, Caithness
Blythe II, LLC, proposes to develop this new power plant in the vicinity of the existing Blythe
Energy 520-megawatt Power Plant (BEP I) located approximately 5 miles west of the city of
Blythe and just east of the Blythe Airport. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of this
project and related activities and to provide you a copy for review and comment of the prepared
Draft environmental assessment (EA) for the proposed project under the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA). We would also like to initiate government-to-government consultation, and
invite your participation in the environmental review and National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA) consultation processes.

The proposed BEP IT power plant would be built next to BEP I and located entirely within the
existing BEP I site boundary. The proposed BEP 1l would interconnect with the Buck Boulevard
Substation at the northeastern corner of the BEP I site. Constructed by Western as part of BEP I,
the Buck Boulevard Substation is owned, operated, and maintained by Western.

The request to interconnect with Western’s substation triggers a Federal NEPA review process.
In addition, the California Energy Commission (Commission) will complete a certification
process. Western and the Commission are coordinating their review and documentation
processes to minimize or eliminate duplication. Because of the similarity in our requirements,
Western is using the Commission’s Final Staff Assessment (FSA) as our Draft EA. The
FSA/Draft EA became available on May 2, 2005. We are providing you a copy, along with a
Soils and Water Technical Report, for your review and comment. For your comments to be
considered in Western’s Final EA, please provide written comments to either individual listed
below by August 5, 2005, or you may provide oral comments at a Commission Prehearing
Conference on Wednesday, June 29, 2005, beginning at 9:00 a.m. PDST at the California Energy



Department of Energy
Western Area Power Administration
Desert Southwest Customer Service Region
P.O. Box 6457
Phoenix, AZ 85005-6457

GUN 1 6 2005

Mr. Daniel Eddy, Jr.

Chairman

Colorado River Indian Tribal Council
Colorado River Indian Tribes

Route 1, Box 23-B

Parker, AZ 85344-1899

Re: Environmental Analysis of the Proposed Blythe II Energy Power Plant in Riverside
County, California

Dear Mr. Eddy, Jr.:

The Western Area Power Administration (Western), a power-marketing agency within the U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE), has received an interconnection request for a new Blythe I
Energy Project (BEP IT) power plant in Riverside County, California. The applicant, Caithness
Blythe 11, LLC, proposes to develop this new power plant in the vicinity of the existing Blythe
Energy 520-megawatt Power Plant (BEP 1) located approximately S miles west of the city of
Blythe and just east of the Blythe Airport. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of this
project and related activities and to provide you a copy for review and comment of the prepared
Draft environmental assessment (EA) for the proposed project under the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA). We would also like to initiate government-to-government consultation, and
invite your participation in the environmental review and National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA) consultation processes.

The proposed BEP 11 power plant would be built next to BEP I and located entirely within the
existing BEP 1 site boundary. The proposed BEP II would interconnect with the Buck Boulevard
Substation at the northeastern corner of the BEP [ site. Constructed by Western as part of BEP I,
the Buck Boulevard Substation is owned, operated, and maintained by Western.

The request to interconnect with Western’s substation triggers a Federal NEPA review process.
In addition, the California Energy Commission (Commission) will complete a certification
process. Western and the Commission are coordinating their review and documentation
processes to minimize or eliminate duplication. Because of the similarity in our requirements,
Western is using the Commission’s Final Staff Assessment (FSA) as our Draft EA. The
FSA/Draft EA became available on May 2, 2005. We are providing you a copy, along with a
Soils and Water Technical Report, for your review and comment. For your comments to be
considered in Western’s Final EA, please provide written comments to either individual listed
below by August 5, 2005, or you may provide oral comments at a Commission Prehearing
Conference on Wednesday, June 29, 2005, beginning at 9:00 a.m. PDST at the California Energy



Department of Energy
Western Area Power Administration
Desert Scuthwest Customer Service Region
P.O. Box 6457
Phoenix, AZ 85005-6457

YUN 1 6 2005

Mr. David Harper

Mohave Elders Committee
Colorado River Indian Tribes
Route 1, Box 23-B

Parker, AZ 85344-1899

Re: Environmental Analysis of the Proposed Blythe II Energy Power Plant in Riverside
County, California

Dear Mr. Harper:

The Western Area Power Administration (Western), a power-marketing agency within the U.S,
Department of Energy (DOE), has received an interconnection request for a new Blythe 11
Energy Project (BEP IT) power plant in Riverside County, California. The applicant, Caithness
Blythe II, LLC, proposes to develop this new power plant in the vicinity of the existing Blythe
Energy 520-megawatt Power Plant (BEP I) located approximately 5 miles west of the city of
Blythe and just east of the Blythe Airport. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of this
project and related activities and to provide you a copy for review and comment of the prepared
Draft environmental assessment (EA) for the proposed project under the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA). We would also like to initiate government-to-government consultation, and
invite your participation in the environmental review and National Historic Preservation Act
{NHPA) consultation processes.

The proposed BEP II power plant would be built next to BEP I and located entirely within the
existing BEP I site boundary. The proposed BEP Il would interconnect with the Buck Boulevard
Substation at the northeastern corner of the BEP I site. Constructed by Western as part of BEP I,
the Buck Boulevard Substation is owned, operated, and maintained by Western.

The request to interconnect with Western’s substation triggers a Federal NEPA review process.
In addition, the California Energy Commission {Commission) will complete a certification
process. Western and the Commission are coordinating their review and documentation
processes to minimize or eliminate duplication. Because of the similarity in our requirements,
Western is using the Commission’s Final Staff Assessment (FSA) as our Draft EA. The
FSA/Draft EA became available on May 2, 2005. We are providing you a copy, along with a
Soils and Water Technical Report, for your review and comment. For your comments to be
considered in Western’s Final EA, please provide written comments to either individual listed
below by August 5, 2005, or you may provide oral comments at a Commission Prehearing
Conference on Wednesday, June 29, 2005, beginning at 9:00 a.m. PDST at the California Energy



Department of Energy
Western Area Power Administration
Desert Southwest Customer Service Region
P.O. Box 6457
Phoenix, AZ 85005-6457

YUN 1 6 2003

Mr. Joe Nixon

Cultural Reservation Coordinator

Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians
84-254 Indio Springs Road

Palm Springs, CA 92262

Re: Environmental Analysis of the Proposed Blythe II Energy Power Plant in Riverside
County, California

Dear Mr. Nixon:

The Western Area Power Administration (Western), a power-marketing agency within the U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE), has received an interconnection request for a new Blythe 11
Energy Project (BEP II) power plant in Riverside County, California. The applicant, Caithness
Blythe II, LLC, proposes to develop this new power plant in the vicinity of the existing Blythe
Energy 520-megawatt Power Plant (BEP I) located approximately 5 miles west of the city of
Blythe and just east of the Blythe Airport. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of this
project and related activities and to provide you a copy for review and comment of the prepared
Draft environmental assessment (EA) for the proposed project under the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA). We would also like to initiate government-to-government consultation, and
invite your participation in the environmental review and National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA) consultation processes.

The proposed BEP II power plant would be built next to BEP I and located entirely within the
existing BEP I site boundary. The proposed BEP II would interconnect with the Buck Boulevard
Substation at the northeastern corner of the BEP I site. Constructed by Western as part of BEP [,
the Buck Boulevard Substation is owned, operated, and maintained by Western.

The request to interconnect with Western’s substation triggers a Federal NEPA review process.
In addition, the California Energy Commission (Commission) will complete a certification
process. Western and the Commission are coordinating their review and documentation
processes to minimize or eliminate duplication. Because of the similarity in our requirements,
Western is using the Commission’s Final Staff Assessment (FSA) as our Draft EA. The
FSA/Draft EA became available on May 2, 2005. We are providing you a copy, along with a
Soils and Water Technical Report, for your review and comment. For your comments to be
considered in Western’s Final EA, please provide written comments to either individual listed
below by August 5, 2005, or you may provide oral comments at a Commission Prehearing
Conference on Wednesday, June 29, 2005, beginning at 9:00 a.m. PDST at the California Energy



Department of Energy
Western Area Power Administration
Desert Southwest Customer Service Region
P.O. Box 6457
Phoenix, AZ 85005-6457

SUN 1 6 2005

Mr. Richard Milanovich

Chairman

Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians
84-254 Indio Springs Road

Palm Springs, CA 92262

Re: Environmental Analysis of the Proposed Blythe II Energy Power Plant in Riverside
County, California

Dear Mr. Milanovich:

The Western Area Power Administration (Western), a power-marketing agency within the U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE), has received an interconnection request for a new Blythe 1
Energy Project (BEP II) power plant in Riverside County, California. The applicant, Caithness
Blythe II, LLC, proposes to develop this new power plant in the vicinity of the existing Blythe
Energy 520-megawatt Power Plant (BEP I) located approximately 5 miles west of the city of
Blythe and just east of the Blythe Airport. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of this
project and related activities and to provide you a copy for review and comment of the prepared
Draft environmental assessment (EA) for the proposed project under the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA). We would also like to initiate government-to-government consultation, and
invite your participation in the environmental review and National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA) consultation processes.

The proposed BEP Il power plant would be built next to BEP I and located entirely within the
existing BEP I site boundary. The proposed BEP II would interconnect with the Buck Boulevard
Substation at the northeastern corner of the BEP 1 site. Constructed by Western as part of BEP 1,
the Buck Boulevard Substation is owned, operated, and maintained by Western.

The request to interconnect with Western’s substation triggers a Federal NEPA review process.
In addition, the California Energy Commission (Commission) will complete a certification
process. Western and the Commission are coordinating their review and documentation
processes to minimize or eliminate duplication. Because of the similarity in our requirements,
Western is using the Commission’s Final Staff Assessment (FSA) as our Draft EA. The
FSA/Draft EA became available on May 2, 2005. We are providing you a copy, along with a
Soils and Water Technical Report, for your review and comment. For your comments to be
considered in Western’s Final EA, please provide written comments to either individual listed
below by August 5, 2005, or you may provide oral comments at a Commission Prehearing
Conference on Wednesday, June 29, 2005, beginning at 9:00 a.m. PDST at the California Energy



Department of Energy
Western Area Power Administration
Desert Southwest Customer Service Region
P.O. Box 6457
Phoenix, AZ 85005-6457

JUN 1 6 2005

Ms. Linda Otero

Director

AhaMakav Cultural Society
Fort Mojave Indian Tribe
P.O. Box 5990

Mohave Valley, AZ 86440

Re: Environmental Analysis of the Proposed Blythe II Energy Power Plant in Riverside
County, California

Dear Ms. Otero:

The Western Area Power Administration (Western), a power-marketing agency within the U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE), has received an interconnection request for a new Blythe II
Energy Project (BEP II) power plant in Riverside County, California. The applicant, Caithness
Blythe II, LLC, proposes to develop this new power plant in the vicinity of the existing Blythe
Energy 520-megawatt Power Plant (BEP I) located approximately 5 miles west of the city of
Blythe and just east of the Blythe Airport. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of this
project and related activities and to provide you a copy for review and comment of the prepared
Draft environmental assessment (EA) for the proposed project under the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA). We would also like to initiate government-to-government consultation, and
invite your participation in the environmental review and National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA) consultation processes.

The proposed BEP Il power plant would be built next to BEP [ and located entirely within the
existing BEP I site boundary. The proposed BEP 1I would interconnect with the Buck Boulevard
Substation at the northeastern corner of the BEP 1 site. Constructed by Western as part of BEP 1,
the Buck Boulevard Substation is owned, operated, and maintained by Western.

The request to interconnect with Western’s substation triggers a Federal NEPA review process.
In addition, the California Energy Commission (Commission) will complete a certification
process. Western and the Commission are coordinating their review and documentation
processes to minimize or eliminate duplication. Because of the similarity in our requirements,
Western is using the Commission’s Final Staff Assessment (FSA) as our Draft EA. The
FSA/Draft EA became available on May 2, 2005. We are providing you a copy, along with a
Soils and Water Technical Report, for your review and comment. For your comments to be
considered in Western’s Final EA, please provide written comments to either individual listed
below by August 5, 2005, or you may provide oral comments at a Commission Prehearing
Conference on Wednesday, June 29, 2005, beginning at 9:00 a.m. PDST at the California Energy



Department of Energy
Western Area Power Administration
Desert Southwest Customer Service Region
P.O. Box 6457
Phoenix, AZ 85005-6457

dUN 1 6 2005

Ms. Nora McDowell
Chairwoman

Fort Mojave Triabl Coucil
Fort Mojave Indian Tribe
500 Merriman Avenue
Needles, CA 92363

Re: Environmental Analysis of the Proposed Blythe II Energy Power Plant in Riverside
County, California

Dear Ms. McDowell:

The Western Area Power Administration (Western), a power-marketing agency within the U.S,
Department of Energy (DOE), has received an interconnection request for a new Blythe 11
Energy Project (BEP II) power plant in Riverside County, California. The applicant, Caithness
Blythe II, LLC, proposes to develop this new power plant in the vicinity of the existing Blythe
Energy 520-megawatt Power Plant (BEP I) located approximately 5 miles west of the city of
Blythe and just east of the Blythe Airport. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of this
project and related activities and to provide you a copy for review and comment of the prepared
Draft environmental assessment (EA) for the proposed project under the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA). We would also like to initiate government-to-government consultation, and
invite your participation in the environmental review and National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA) consultation processes.

The proposed BEP Il power plant would be built next to BEP I and located entirely within the
existing BEP I site boundary. The proposed BEP I would interconnect with the Buck Boulevard
Substation at the northeastern corner of the BEP I site. Constructed by Western as part of BEP 1,
the Buck Boulevard Substation is owned, operated, and maintained by Western.

The request to interconnect with Western’s substation triggers a Federal NEPA review process.
In addition, the California Energy Commission (Commission) will complete a certification
process. Western and the Commission are coordinating their review and documentation
processes to minimize or eliminate duplication. Because of the similarity in our requirements,
Western is using the Commission’s Final Staff Assessment (FSA) as our Draft EA. The
FSA/Draft EA became available on May 2, 2005. We are providing you a copy, along with a
Soils and Water Technical Report, for your review and comment. For your comments to be
considered in Western’s Final EA, please provide written comments to either individual listed
below by August 5, 2005, or you may provide oral comments at a Commission Prehearing
Conference on Wednesday, June 29, 2005, beginning at 9:00 a.m. PDST at the California Energy



Department of Energy
Western Area Power Administration
Desert Southwest Customer Service Region
P.O. Box 6457
Phoenix, AZ 85005-6457

YUK 18 2o

Ms. Pauline Jose

Director

Cultural Preservation Committee
Fort Yuma Quechan Indian Tribe
P.O. Box 1899

Yuma, AZ 85366-1899

Re: Environmental Analysis of the Proposed Blythe II Energy Power Plant in Riverside
County, California

Dear Ms. Jose:

The Western Area Power Administration (Western), a power-marketing agency within the U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE), has received an interconnection request for a new Blythe 11
Energy Project (BEP II) power plant in Riverside County, California. The applicant, Caithness
Blythe II, LLC, proposes to develop this new power plant in the vicinity of the existing Blythe
Energy 520-megawatt Power Plant (BEP I) located approximately 5 miles west of the city of
Blythe and just east of the Blythe Airport. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of this
project and related activities and to provide you a copy for review and comment of the prepared
Draft environmental assessment (EA) for the proposed project under the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA). We would also like to nitiate government-to-government consultation, and
invite your participation in the environmental review and National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA) consultation processes.

The proposed BEP 1I power plant would be built next to BEP I and located entirely within the
existing BEP 1 site boundary. The proposed BEP Il would interconnect with the Buck Boulevard
Substation at the northeastern corner of the BEP I site. Constructed by Western as part of BEP 1,
the Buck Boulevard Substation is owned, operated, and maintained by Western.

The request to interconnect with Western’s substation triggers a Federal NEPA review process.
In addition, the California Energy Commission (Commission) will complete a certification
process. Western and the Commission are coordinating their review and documentation
processes to minimize or eliminate duplication. Because of the similarity in our requirements,
Western is using the Commission’s Final Staff Assessment (FSA) as our Draft EA. The
FSA/Draft EA became available on May 2, 2005. We are providing you a copy, along with a
Soils and Water Technical Report, for your review and comment. For your comments to be
considered in Western’s Final EA, please provide written comments to either individual listed
below by August 5, 2005, or you may provide oral comments at a Commission Prehearing
Conference on Wednesday, June 29, 2005, beginning at 9:00 a.m. PDST at the California Energy



Department of Energy
Western Area Power Administration
Desert Southwest Customer Service Region
P.O. Box 6457
Phoenix, AZ 85005-6457

JUN 1 & 2005

Mr. Michael Jackson, Sr.
President

Fort Yuma Quechan Indian Tribe
P.O. Box 1899

Yuma, AZ 85366-1899

Re: Environmental Analysis of the Proposed Blythe II Energy Power Plant in Riverside
County, California

Dear Mr. Jackson, Sr.:

The Western Area Power Administration (Western), a power-marketing agency within the U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE), has received an interconnection request for a new Blythe II
Energy Project (BEP II) power plant in Riverside County, California. The applicant, Caithness
Blythe II, LLC, proposes to develop this new power plant in the vicinity of the existing Blythe
Energy 520-megawatt Power Plant (BEP I) located approximately 5 miles west of the city of
Blythe and just east of the Blythe Airport. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of this
project and related activities and to provide you a copy for review and comment of the prepared
Draft environmental assessment (EA) for the proposed project under the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA). We would also like to initiate government-to-government consultation, and
invite your participation in the environmental review and National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA) consultation processes.

The proposed BEP 11 power plant would be built next to BEP I and located entirely within the
existing BEP I site boundary. The proposed BEP II would interconnect with the Buck Boulevard
Substation at the northeastern corner of the BEP I site. Constructed by Western as part of BEP I,
the Buck Boulevard Substation is owned, operated, and maintained by Western.

The request to interconnect with Western’s substation triggers a Federal NEPA review process.
In addition, the California Energy Commission (Commission) will complete a certification
process. Western and the Commission are coordinating their review and documentation
processes to minimize or eliminate duplication. Because of the similarity in our requirements,
Western is using the Commission’s Final Staff Assessment (FSA) as our Draft EA. The
FSA/Draft EA became available on May 2, 2005. We are providing you a copy, along with a
Soils and Water Technical Report, for your review and comment. For your comments to be
considered in Western’s Final EA, please provide written comments to either individual listed
below by August 5, 2005, or you may provide oral comments at a Commission Prehearing
Conference on Wednesday, June 29, 2005, beginning at 9:00 a.m. PDST at the California Energy



Department of Energy
Western Area Power Administration
Desert Southwest Customer Service Region
P.O. Box 6457
Phoenix, AZ 85005-6457

JUN 1 6 2005

Mr. Lorey Cachora

Cultural Resource Consultant
Fort Yuma Quechan Indian Tribe
P.O. Box 894

Winterhaven, CA 92283

Re: Environmental Analysis of the Proposed Blythe II Energy Power Plant in Riverside
County, California

Dear Mr. Cachora:

The Western Area Power Administration (Western), a power-marketing agency within the U.S,
Department of Energy (DOE), has received an interconnection request for a new Blythe II
Energy Project (BEP II) power plant in Riverside County, California. The applicant, Caithness
Blythe II, LLC, proposes to develop this new power plant in the vicinity of the existing Blythe
Energy 520-megawatt Power Plant (BEP I) located approximately 5 miles west of the city of
Blythe and just east of the Blythe Airport. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of this
project and related activities and to provide you a copy for review and comment of the prepared
Draft environmental assessment (EA) for the proposed project under the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA). We would also like to initiate government-to-government consultation, and
invite your participation in the environmental review and National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA) consultation processes.

The proposed BEP 1I power plant would be built next to BEP [ and located entirely within the
existing BEP I site boundary. The proposed BEP II would interconnect with the Buck Boulevard
Substation at the northeastern corner of the BEP I site. Constructed by Western as part of BEP I,
the Buck Boulevard Substation is owned, operated, and maintained by Western.

The request to interconnect with Western’s substation triggers a Federal NEPA review process.
In addition, the California Energy Commission (Commission) will complete a certification
process. Western and the Commission are coordinating their review and documentation
processes to minimize or eliminate duplication. Because of the similarity in our requirements,
Western is using the Commission’s Final Staff Assessment (FSA) as our Draft EA. The
FSA/Draft EA became available on May 2, 2005. We are providing you a copy, along with a
Soils and Water Technical Report, for your review and comment. For your comments to be
considered in Western’s Final EA, please provide written comments to either individual listed
below by August 5, 2005, or you may provide oral comments at a Commission Prehearing
Conference on Wednesday, June 29, 2005, beginning at 9:00 a.m. PDST at the California Energy
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Department of Energy
Western Area Power Administration
Desert Southwest Customer Service Region
P.O. Box 6457
Phoenix, AZ 85005-6457

JUN I & 2005

Ms. Loretta Jackson

Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
Office of Cultural Resources
Hualapai Indian Tribe

P.O. Box 310

Peach Springs, AZ 86434

Re: Environmental Analysis of the Proposed Blythe II Energy Power Plant in Riverside
County, California

Dear Ms. Jackson:

The Western Area Power Administration (Western), a power-marketing agency within the U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE), has received an interconnection request for a new Blythe 11
Energy Project (BEP II) power plant in Riverside County, California. The applicant, Caithness
Blythe II, LLC, proposes to develop this new power plant in the vicinity of the existing Blythe
Energy 520-megawatt Power Plant (BEP I) located approximately 5 miles west of the city of
Blythe and just east of the Blythe Airport. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of this
project and related activities and to provide you a copy for review and comment of the prepared
Draft environmental assessment (EA) for the proposed project under the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA). We would also like to initiate government-to-government consultation, and
invite your participation in the environmental review and National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA) consultation processes.

The proposed BEP IT power plant would be built next to BEP I and located entirely within the
existing BEP I site boundary. The proposed BEP Il would interconnect with the Buck Boulevard
Substation at the northeastern corner of the BEP 1 site. Constructed by Western as part of BEP 1,
the Buck Boulevard Substation is owned, operated, and maintained by Western.

The request to interconnect with Western’s substation triggers a Federal NEPA review process.
In addition, the California Energy Commission (Commission) will complete a certification
process. Western and the Commission are coordinating their review and documentation
processes to minimize or eliminate duplication. Because of the similarity in our requirements,
Western is using the Commission’s Final Staff Assessment (FSA) as our Draft EA. The
FSA/Draft EA became available on May 2, 2005. We are providing you a copy, along with a
Soils and Water Technical Report, for your review and comment. For your comments to be
considered in Western’s Final EA, please provide written comments to either individual listed
below by August 5, 2005, or you may provide oral comments at a Commission Prehearing
Conference on Wednesday, June 29, 2005, beginning at 9:00 a.m. PDST at the California Energy



Department of Energy
Western Area Power Administration
Desert Southwest Customer Service Region
P.O. Box 6457
Phoenix, AZ 85005-6457

JUN T 6 2005

Mr. Charles Vaughn
Chairman

Hualapai Tribal Council
Hualapai Indian Tribe
P.0O.Box 179

Peach Springs, AZ 86434

Re: Environmental Analysis of the Proposed Blythe I1 Energy Power Plant in Riverside
County, California

Dear Mr. Vaughn:

The Western Area Power Administration (Western), a power-marketing agency within the U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE), has received an interconnection request for a new Blythe 11
Energy Project (BEP 1) power plant in Riverside County, California. The applicant, Caithness
Blythe II, LLC, proposes to develop this new power plant in the vicinity of the existing Blythe
Energy 520-megawatt Power Plant (BEP I) located approximately 5 miles west of the city of
Blythe and just east of the Blythe Airport. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of this
project and related activities and to provide you a copy for review and comment of the prepared
Draft environmental assessment (EA) for the proposed project under the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA). We would also like to initiate government-to-govemment consultation, and
invite your participation in the environmental review and National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA) consultation processes.

The proposed BEP II power plant would be built next to BEP [ and located entirely within the
existing BEP I site boundary. The proposed BEP I would interconnect with the Buck Boulevard
Substation at the northeastern comer of the BEP I site. Constructed by Western as part of BEP [,
the Buck Boulevard Substation is owned, operated, and maintained by Western.

The request to interconnect with Western’s substation triggers a Federal NEPA review process.
In addition, the California Energy Commission (Commission) will complete a certification
process. Western and the Commission are coordinating their review and documentation
processes to minimize or eliminate duplication. Because of the similarity in our requirements,
Western is using the Commission’s Final Staff Assessment (FSA) as our Draft EA. The
FSA/Draft EA became available on May 2, 2005. We are providing you a copy, along with a
Soils and Water Technical Report, for your review and comment. For your comments to be
considered in Western’s Final EA, please provide written comments to either individual listed
below by August 5, 2005, or you may provide oral comments at a Commission Prehearing
Conference on Wednesday, June 29, 2005, beginning at 9:00 a.m. PDST at the California Energy



Department of Energy
Western Area Power Administration
Desert Southwest Customer Service Region
P.O. Box 6457
Phoenix, AZ 85005-6457

JUN 1 & 2005

Ms. Brenda Drye

Director

Cultural Resource Department
Kaibab-Paiute Indian Tribe
HC 65 Box 2

Fredonia, AZ 86022

Re: Environmental Analysis of the Proposed Blythe I1 Energy Power Plant in Riverside
County, California

Dear Ms. Drye:

The Western Area Power Administration (Western), a power-marketing agency within the U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE), has received an interconnection request for a new Blythe 11
Energy Project (BEP 11) power plant in Riverside County, California. The applicant, Caithness
Blythe I, LLC, proposes to develop this new power plant in the vicinity of the existing Blythe
Energy 520-megawatt Power Plant (BEP I) located approximately 5 miles west of the city of
Blythe and just east of the Blythe Airport. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of this
project and related activities and to provide you a copy for review and comment of the prepared
Draft environmental assessment (EA) for the proposed project under the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA). We would also like to initiate government-to-government consultation, and
invite your participation in the environmental review and National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA) consultation processes.

The proposed BEP 11 power plant would be built next to BEP I and located entirely within the
existing BEP I site boundary. The proposed BEP 1l would interconnect with the Buck Boulevard
Substation at the northeastern corner of the BEP I site. Constructed by Western as part of BEP I,
the Buck Boulevard Substation is owned, operated, and maintained by Western.

The request to interconnect with Western’s substation triggers a Federal NEPA review process.
In addition, the California Energy Commission (Commission) will complete a certification
process. Western and the Commission are coordinating their review and documentation
processes to minimize or eliminate duplication. Because of the similarity in our requirements,
Western is using the Commission’s Final Staff Assessment (FSA) as our Draft EA. The
FSA/Draft EA became available on May 2, 2005, We are providing you a copy, along with a
Soils and Water Technical Report, for your review and comment. For your comments to be
considered in Western’s Final EA, please provide written comments to either individual listed
below by August 5, 2005, or you may provide oral comments at a Commission Prehearing
Conference on Wednesday, June 29, 2005, beginning at 9:00 a.m. PDST at the California Energy



Department of Energy
Western Area Power Administration
Desert Southwest Customer Service Region
P.O. Box 6457
Phoenix, AZ 85005-6457

JUN T 6 2005

Ms. Carmen Bradley
Chairwoman
Kaibab-Paiute Indian Tribe
HC 65 Box 2

Fredonia, AZ 86022

Re: Environmental Analysis of the Proposed Blythe 11 Energy Power Plant in Riverside
County, California

Dear Ms. Bradley:

The Western Area Power Administration (Western), a power-marketing agency within the U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE), has received an interconnection request for a new Blythe 11
Energy Project (BEP 1I) power plant in Riverside County, California. The applicant, Caithness
Blythe II, LLC, proposes to develop this new power plant in the vicinity of the existing Blythe
Energy 520-megawatt Power Plant (BEP [) located approximately 5 miles west of the city of
Blythe and just east of the Blythe Airport. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of this
project and related activities and to provide you a copy for review and comment of the prepared
Draft environmental assessment (EA) for the proposed project under the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA). We would also like to initiate government-to-government consultation, and
invite your participation in the environmental review and National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA) consultation processes.

The proposed BEP II power plant would be built next to BEP I and located entirely within the
existing BEP [ site boundary. The proposed BEP II would interconnect with the Buck Boulevard
Substation at the northeastern corner of the BEP I site. Constructed by Western as part of BEP I,
the Buck Boulevard Substation is owned, operated, and maintained by Western.

The request to interconnect with Western’s substation triggers a Federal NEPA review process.
In addition, the California Energy Commission (Commission) will complete a certification
process. Western and the Commission are coordinating their review and documentation
processes to minimize or eliminate duplication. Because of the similarity in our requirements,
Western is using the Commission’s Final Staff Assessment (FSA) as our Draft EA. The
FSA/Draft EA became available on May 2, 2005. We are providing you a copy, along with a
Soils and Water Technical Report, for your review and comment. For your comments to be
considered in Western’s Final EA, please provide written comiments to either individual listed
below by August 5, 2005, or you may provide oral comments at a Commission Prehearing
Conference on Wednesday, June 29, 2005, beginning at 9:00 a.m. PDST at the California Energy
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Department of Energy
Western Area Power Administration
Desert Southwest Customer Service Region
P.O. Box 6457
Phoenix, AZ 85005-6457

JUN 1 8 2008

Mr. Leigh Kuwanwisiwma
Director

Department of Natural Resources
The Hopi Tribe

P.O. Box 123

Kykotsmovi, AZ 86039

Re: Environmental Analysis of the Proposed Blythe II Energy Power Plant in Riverside
County, California

Dear Mr. Kuwanwisiwma:

The Western Area Power Administration (Western), a power-marketing agency within the U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE), has received an interconnection request for a new Blythe 11
Energy Project (BEP II) power plant in Riverside County, California. The applicant, Caithness
Blythe 11, LL.C, proposes to develop this new power plant in the vicinity of the existing Blythe
Energy 520-megawatt Power Plant (BEP 1) located approximately S miles west of the city of
Blythe and just east of the Blythe Airport. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of this
project and related activities and to provide you a copy for review and comment of the prepared
Draft environmental assessment (EA) for the proposed project under the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA). We would also like to initiate government-to-government consultation, and
invite your participation in the environmental review and National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA) consultation processes.

The proposed BEP 11 power plant would be built next to BEP I and located entirely within the
existing BEP I site boundary. The proposed BEP II would interconnect with the Buck Boulevard
Substation at the northeastern corner of the BEP 1 site. Constructed by Western as part of BEP I,
the Buck Boulevard Substation is owned, operated, and maintained by Western.

The request to interconnect with Western’s substation triggers a Federal NEPA review process.
In addition, the California Energy Commission (Commission) will complete a certification
process. Western and the Commission are coordinating their review and documentation
processes to minimize or eliminate duplication. Because of the similarity in our requirements,
Western is using the Commission’s Final Staff Assessment (FSA) as our Draft EA. The
FSA/Draft EA became available on May 2, 2005. We are providing you a copy, along with a
Soils and Water Technical Report, for your review and comment. For your comments to be
considered in Western’s Final EA, please provide written comments to either individual listed
below by August 5, 2005, or you may provide oral comments at a Commission Prehearing
Conference on Wednesday, June 29, 2005, beginning at 9:00 a.m. PDST at the California Energy



Department of Energy
Western Area Power Administration
Desert Southwest Customer Service Region
P.O. Box 6457
Phoenix, AZ 85005-6457

JUN 1 & 2005

Mr. Wayne Taylor, Jr.
Chairman

The Hopi Tribe

P.O. Box 123
Kykotsmovi, AZ 86039

Re: Environmental Analysis of the Proposed Blythe IT Energy Power Plant in Riverside
County, California

Dear Mr. Taylor, Jr.:

The Western Area Power Administration (Western), a power-marketing agency within the U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE), has received an interconnection request for a new Blythe 11
Energy Project (BEP I1) power plant in Riverside County, California. The applicant, Caithness
Blythe II, LLC, proposes to develop this new power plant in the vicinity of the existing Blythe
Energy 520-megawatt Power Plant (BEP I) located approximately 5 miles west of the city of
Blythe and just east of the Blythe Airport. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of this
project and related activities and to provide you a copy for review and comment of the prepared
Draft environmental assessment (EA) for the proposed project under the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA). We would also like to initiate government-to-government consultation, and
invite your participation in the environmental review and National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA) consultation processes.

The proposed BEP II power plant would be built next to BEP I and located entirely within the
existing BEP I site boundary. The proposed BEP II would interconnect with the Buck Boulevard
Substation at the northeastern corner of the BEP 1 site. Constructed by Western as part of BEP I,
the Buck Boulevard Substation is owned, operated, and maintained by Western.

The request to interconnect with Western’s substation triggers a Federal NEPA review process.
In addition, the California Energy Commission (Commission) will complete a certification
process. Western and the Commission are coordinating their review and documentation
processes to minimize or eliminate duplication. Because of the similarity in our requirements,
Western is using the Commission’s Final Staff Assessment (FSA) as our Draft EA., The
FSA/Draft EA became available on May 2, 2005. We are providing you a copy, along with a
Soils and Water Technical Report, for your review and comment. For your comments to be
considered in Western’s Final EA, please provide written comments to either individual listed
below by August 5, 2005, or you may provide oral comments at a Commission Prehearing
Conference on Wednesday, June 29, 2005, beginning at 9:00 a.m. PDST at the California Energy
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Department of Energy
Western Area Power Administration
Desert Southwest Customer Service Region
P.O. Box 6457
Phoenix, AZ 85005-6457

JUN 3 & 2008

Ms. Tia Chullakomn

Environmental Coordinator
Augustine Band of Mission Indians
P.O. Box 846

Coachella, CA 92236

Re: Environmental Analysis of the Proposed Blythe II Energy Power Plant in Riverside
County, California

Dear Ms. Chullakorn:

The Western Area Power Administration (Western), a power-marketing agency within the U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE), has received an interconnection request for a new Blythe 11
Energy Project (BEP II) power plant in Riverside County, California. The applicant, Caithness
Blythe II, LLC, proposes to develop this new power plant in the vicinity of the existing Blythe
Energy 520-megawatt Power Plant (BEP I) located approximately 5 miles west of the city of
Blythe and just east of the Blythe Airport. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of this
project and related activities and to provide you a copy for review and comment of the prepared
Draft environmental assessment (EA) for the proposed project under the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA). We would also like to initiate government-to-government consultation, and
invite your participation in the environmental review and National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA) consultation processes.

The proposed BEP 1I power plant would be built next to BEP 1 and located entirely within the
existing BEP I site boundary. The proposed BEP II would interconnect with the Buck Boulevard
Substation at the northeastern corner of the BEP I site. Constructed by Western as part of BEP I,
the Buck Boulevard Substation is owned, operated, and maintained by Western.

The request to interconnect with Western’s substation triggers a Federal NEPA review process.
In addition, the California Energy Commission (Commission) will complete a certification
process. Western and the Commission are coordinating their review and documentation
processes to minimize or eliminate duplication. Because of the similarity in our requirements,
Western is using the Commission’s Final Staff Assessment (FSA) as our Draft EA. The
FSA/Draft EA became available on May 2, 2005. We are providing you a copy, along with a
Soils and Water Technical Report, for your review and comment. For your comments to be
considered in Western’s Final EA, please provide written comments to either individual listed
below by August 5, 2005, or you may provide oral comments at a Commission Prehearing
Conference on Wednesday, June 29, 2005, beginning at 9:00 a.m. PDST at the California Energy



Department of Energy
Western Area Power Administration
Desert Southwest Customer Service Region
F.O. Box 6457
Phoenix, AZ 85005-6457

UM 1 6 2005

Ms. Maryann Martin

Chairwoman

Augustine Band of Mission Indians
P.O. Box 846

Coachella, CA 92236

Re: Environmental Analysis of the Proposed Blythe I1 Energy Power Plant in Riverside
County, California

Dear Ms. Martin:

The Western Area Power Administration (Western), a power-marketing agency within the U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE), has received an interconnection request for a new Blythe II
Energy Project (BEP II) power plant in Riverside County, California. The applicant, Caithness
Blythe II, LLC, proposes to develop this new power plant in the vicinity of the existing Blythe
Energy 520-megawatt Power Plant (BEP I) located approximately 5 miles west of the city of
Blythe and just east of the Blythe Airport. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of this
project and related activities and to provide you a copy for review and comment of the prepared
Draft environmental assessment (EA) for the proposed project under the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA). We would also like to initiate government-to-government consultation, and
invite your participation in the environmental review and National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA) consultation processes.

The proposed BEP II power plant would be built next to BEP [ and located entirely within the
existing BEP I site boundary. The proposed BEP 1I would interconnect with the Buck Boulevard
Substation at the northeastern corner of the BEP I site. Constructed by Western as part of BEP [,
the Buck Boulevard Substation is owned, operated, and maintained by Western.

The request to interconnect with Westerm’s substation triggers a Federal NEPA review process.
In addition, the California Energy Commission (Commission) will complete a certification
process. Western and the Commission are coordinating their review and documentation
processes to minimize or eliminate duplication. Because of the similarity in our requirements,
Western is using the Commission’s Final Staff Assessment (FSA) as our Draft EA. The
FSA/Draft EA became available on May 2, 2005. We are providing you a copy, along with a
Soils and Water Technical Report, for your review and comment. For your comments to be
considered in Western’s Final EA, please provide written comments to either individual listed
below by August 5, 2005, or you may provide oral comments at a Commission Prehearing
Conference on Wednesday, June 29, 2005, beginning at 9:00 a.m. PDST at the California Energy



Department of Energy
Western Area Power Administration
Desert Southwest Customer Service Region
P.C. Box 8457
Phoenix. AZ 85005-6457

JUN 1 & 2005

Ms. Karen Ray

Language Specialist

Fort McDowell Yavapai Nation
P.O. Box 17779

Fountain Hills, AZ 85269

Re: Environmental Analysis of the Proposed Blythe Il Energy Power Plant in Riverside
County, California

Dear Ms. Ray:

The Western Area Power Administration (Western), a power-marketing agency within the U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE), has received an interconnection request for a new Blythe 1T
Energy Project (BEP II) power plant in Riverside County, California. The applicant, Caithness
Blythe II, LLC, proposes to develop this new power plant in the vicinity of the existing Blythe
Energy 520-megawatt Power Plant (BEP 1) located approximately 5 miles west of the city of
Blythe and just east of the Blythe Airport. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of this
project and related activities and to provide you a copy for review and comment of the prepared
Draft environmental assessment (EA) for the proposed project under the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA). We would also like to initiate government-to-government consultation, and
invite your participation in the environmental review and National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA) consultation processes.

The proposed BEP II power plant would be built next to BEP I and located entirely within the
existing BEP I site boundary. The proposed BEP II would interconnect with the Buck Boulevard
Substation at the northeastern comer of the BEP I site. Constructed by Western as part of BEP 1,
the Buck Boulevard Substation is owned, operated, and maintained by Western.

The request to interconnect with Western’s substation triggers a Federal NEPA review process.
In addition, the California Energy Commission (Commission) will complete a certification
process. Western and the Commission are coordinating their review and documentation
processes to minimize or eliminate duplication. Because of the similarity in our requirements,
Western is using the Commission’s Final Staff Assessment (FSA) as our Draft EA. The
FSA/Draft EA became available on May 2, 2005. We are providing you a copy, along with a
Soils and Water Technical Report, for your review and comment. For your comments to be
considered in Westermn’s Final EA, please provide written comments to either individual listed
below by August 5, 2005, or you may provide oral comments at a Commission Prehearing
Conference on Wednesday, June 29, 2005, beginning at 9:00 a.m. PDST at the California Energy



Department of Energy
Western Area Power Administration
Desert Southwest Customer Service Region
P.O. Box 6457
Phoenix, AZ 85005-6457

JUNC G 6 2005

Mr. Raphael Bear

President

Fort McDowell Yavapai Nation
P.O. Box 17779

Fountain Hills, AZ 85269

Re: Environmental Analysis of the Proposed Blythe II Energy Power Plant in Riverside
County, California

Dear Mr. Bear;

The Western Area Power Administration (Westem), a power-marketing agency within the U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE), has received an interconnection request for a new Blythe II
Energy Project (BEP IT) power plant in Riverside County, California. The applicant, Caithness
Blythe II, LLC, proposes to develop this new power plant in the vicinity of the existing Blythe
Energy 520-megawatt Power Plant (BEP I) located approximately 5 miles west of the city of
Blythe and just east of the Blythe Airport. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of this
project and related activities and to provide you a copy for review and comment of the prepared
Draft environmental assessment (EA) for the proposed project under the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA). We would also like to initiate government-to-government consultation, and
invite your participation in the environmental review and National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA) consultation processes.

The proposed BEP II power plant would be built next to BEP I and located entirely within the
existing BEP I site boundary. The proposed BEP II would interconnect with the Buck Boulevard
Substation at the northeastern comer of the BEP I site. Constructed by Westem as part of BEP 1,
the Buck Boulevard Substation is owned, operated, and maintained by Westemn,

The request to interconnect with Western’s substation triggers a Federal NEPA review process.
In addition, the Califormia Energy Commission (Commission) will complete a certification
process. Western and the Commission are coordinating their review and documentation
processes to minimize or eliminate duplication. Because of the similarity in our requirements,
Western is using the Commission’s Final Staff Assessment (FSA) as our Draft EA. The
FSA/Draft EA became available on May 2, 2005. We are providing you a copy, along with a
Soils and Water Technical Report, for your review and comment. For your comments to be
considered in Western’s Final EA, please provide written comments to either individual listed
below by August 5, 2005, or you may provide oral comments at a Commission Prehearing
Conference on Wednesday, June 29, 2005, beginning at 9:00 a.m. PDST at the California Energy
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Department of Energy
Western Area Power Administration
Desert Southwest Customer Service Region
P.O. Box 6457
Phoenix, AZ 85005-6457

JUM 1 & 2005

Mr. Anthony Madrigal, Sr.

Cultural Director

Environmental Council

Twenty-Nine Palms Band of Mission Indians
47250 Dillon Road

Coachella, CA 92236

Re: Environmental Analysis of the Proposed Blythe II Energy Power Plant in Riverside
County, California

Dear Mr. Madrigal, Sr.:

The Western Area Power Administration (Western), a power-marketing agency within the U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE), has received an interconnection request for a new Blythe 11
Energy Project (BEP 1I) power plant in Riverside County, California. The applicant, Caithness
Blythe II, LLC, proposes to develop this new power plant in the vicinity of the existing Blythe
Energy 520-megawatt Power Plant (BEP I) located approximately 5 miles west of the city of
Blythe and just east of the Blythe Airport. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of this
project and related activities and to provide you a copy for review and comment of the prepared
Draft environmental assessment (EA) for the proposed project under the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA). We would also like to initiate government-to-government consultation, and
invite your participation in the environmental review and National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA) consultation processes.

The proposed BEP 1T power plant would be built next to BEP I and located entirely within the
existing BEP I site boundary. The proposed BEP 11 would interconnect with the Buck Boulevard
Substation at the northeastern corner of the BEP 1 site. Constructed by Western as part of BEP 1,
the Buck Boulevard Substation is owned, operated, and maintained by Western.

The request to interconnect with Western’s substation triggers a Federal NEPA review process.
In addition, the California Energy Commission (Commission) will complete a certification
process. Western and the Commission are coordinating their review and documentation
processes to minimize or eliminate duplication. Because of the similarity in our requirements,
Western is using the Commission’s Final Staff Assessment (FSA) as our Draft EA. The
FSA/Draft EA became available on May 2, 2005. We are providing you a copy, along with a
Soils and Water Technical Report, for your review and comment. For your comments to be
considered in Western’s Final EA, please provide written comments to either individual listed
below by August 5, 2005, or you may provide oral comments at a Commission Prehearing
Conference on Wednesday, June 29, 2005, beginning at 9:00 a.m. PDST at the California Energy



Department of Energy
Western Area Power Administration
Desert Southwest Customer Service Region
P.O. Box 6457
Phoenix, AZ 85005-6457

JUN 1 & 2005

Ms. Dezbah Hatathli

Cultural Resource Office

Salt River Pima-Mariocpa Indian Community
10005 East Osborn Road

Scottsdale, AZ 85256

Re: Environmental Analysis of the Proposed Blythe II Energy Power Plant in Riverside
County, California

Dear Ms. Hatathli:

The Western Area Power Administration (Western), a power-marketing agency within the U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE), has received an interconnection request for a new Blythe 11
Energy Project (BEP II) power plant in Riverside County, California. The applicant, Caithness
Blythe 11, LLC, proposes to develop this new power plant in the vicinity of the existing Blythe
Energy 520-megawatt Power Plant (BEP I) located approximately 5 miles west of the city of
Blythe and just east of the Blythe Airport. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of this
project and related activities and to provide you a copy for review and comment of the prepared
Draft environmental assessment (EA) for the proposed project under the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA). We would also like to initiate government-to-government consultation, and
invite your participation in the environmental review and National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA) consultation processes.

The proposed BEP II power plant would be built next to BEP I and located entirely within the
existing BEP I site boundary. The proposed BEP Il would interconnect with the Buck Boulevard
Substation at the northeastern corner of the BEP I site. Constructed by Western as part of BEP |,
the Buck Boulevard Substation is owned, operated, and maintained by Western.

The request to interconnect with Western’s substation triggers a Federal NEPA review process.
In addition, the California Energy Commission (Commission) will complete a certification
process. Western and the Commission are coordinating their review and documentation
processes to minimize or eliminate duplication, Because of the similarity in our requirements,
Western is using the Commission’s Final Staff Assessment (FSA) as our Draft EA. The
FSA/Draft EA became available on May 2, 2005. We are providing you a copy, along with a
Soils and Water Techmcal Report, for your review and comment. For your comments to be
considered in Western’s Final EA, please provide written comments to either individual listed
below by August 5, 2005, or you may provide oral comments at a Commission Prehearing
Conference on Wednesday, June 29, 2005, beginning at 9:00 a.m. PDST at the Califorma Energy



Department of Energy
Western Area Power Administration
Desert Southwest Customer Service Region
P.O. Box 6457
Phoenix, AZ 85005-6457

JUN 1 6 2005

Ms. Joni Ramos

President

Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community
10005 East Osborn Road

Scottsdale, AZ 85256

Re: Environmental Analysis of the Proposed Blythe I1 Energy Power Plant in Riverside
County, California

Dear Ms. Ramos:

The Western Area Power Administration {Western), a power-marketing agency within the U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE), has received an interconnection request for a new Blythe 11
Energy Project (BEP II) power plant in Riverside County, California. The applicant, Caithness
Blythe II, LLC, proposes to develop this new power plant in the vicinity of the existing Blythe
Energy 520-megawatt Power Plant {BEP 1) located approximately 5 miles west of the city of
Blythe and just east of the Blythe Airport. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of this
project and related activities and to provide you a copy for review and comment of the prepared
Draft environmental assessment (EA) for the proposed project under the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA). We would also like to initiate government-to-government consultation, and
invite your participation in the environmental review and National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA) consultation processes.

The proposed BEP II power plant would be built next to BEP I and located entirely within the
existing BEP I site boundary. The proposed BEP II would interconnect with the Buck Boulevard
Substation at the northeastern comer of the BEP I site. Constructed by Western as part of BEP 1,
the Buck Boulevard Substation is owned, operated, and maintained by Western.

The request to interconnect with Western’s substation triggers a Federal NEPA review process.
In addition, the California Energy Commission {Commission) will complete a certification
process. Western and the Commission are coordinating their review and documentation
processes to minimize or eliminate duplication. Because of the similarity in our requirements,
Western is using the Commission’s Final Staff Assessment (FSA) as our Draft EA. The
FSA/Draft EA became available on May 2, 2005. We are providing you a copy, along with a
Soils and Water Technical Report, for your review and comment. For your comments to be
considered in Western’s Final EA, please provide written comments to either individual listed
below by August 5, 2005, or you may provide oral comments at a Commission Prehearing
Conference on Wednesday, June 29, 2005, beginning at 9:00 a.m. PDST at the California Energy



i

Department of Energy
Western Area Power Administration
Desert Southwest Customer Service Region
P.O. Box 6457
Phoenix, AZ 85005-6457

JUN T & 2005

Ms. Judy Stapp

Director

Cultural Resources

Cabazona Band of Mission Indians
84-245 Indio Springs Parkway
Indio, CA 92203

Re: Environmental Analysis of the Proposed Blythe 11 Energy Power Plant in Riverside
County, California

Dear Ms. Stapp:

The Western Area Power Administration (Western), a power-marketing agency within the U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE), has received an interconnection request for a new Blythe II
Energy Project (BEP II) power plant in Riverside County, California. The applicant, Caithness
Blythe II, LLC, proposes to develop this new power plant in the vicinity of the existing Blythe
Energy 520-megawatt Power Plant (BEP I) located approximately 5 miles west of the city of
Blythe and just east of the Blythe Airport. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of this
project and related activities and to provide you a copy for review and comment of the prepared
Draft environmental assessment (EA) for the proposed project under the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA). We would also like to initiate government-to-government consultation, and
invite your participation in the environmental review and National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA) consultation processes.

The proposed BEP II power plant would be built next to BEP [ and located entirely within the
existing BEP I site boundary. The proposed BEP 1I would interconnect with the Buck Boulevard
Substation at the northeastern corner of the BEP 1 site. Constructed by Western as part of BEP I,
the Buck Boulevard Substation is owned, operated, and maintained by Western.

The request to interconnect with Western’s substation triggers a Federal NEPA review process.
In addition, the California Energy Commission (Commission) will complete a certification
process. Western and the Commission are coordinating their review and documentation
processes to minimize or eliminate duplication. Because of the similarity in our requirements,
Western is using the Commission’s Final Staff Assessment (FSA) as our Draft EA. The
FSA/Draft EA became available on May 2, 2005. We are providing you a copy, along with a
Soils and Water Technical Report, for your review and comment. For your comments to be
considered in Western’s Final EA, please provide written comments to either individual listed
below by August 5, 2005, or you may provide oral comments at a Commission Prehearing
Conference on Wednesday, June 29, 2005, beginning at 9:00 a.m. PDST at the California Energy



Department of Energy
Western Area Power Administration
Desert Southwest Customer Service Region
P.O. Box 6457
Phoenix. AZ 85005-6457

AUN G 6 20T

Mr. John James

Chairman

Cabazon Band of Mission Indians
84-245 Indio Springs Parkway
Indio, CA 92203

Re: Environmental Analysis of the Proposed Blythe II Energy Power Plant in Riverside
County, California

Dear Mr. James:

The Western Area Power Administration (Western), a power-marketing agency within the U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE), has received an interconnection request for a new Blythe 11
Energy Project (BEP II) power plant in Riverside County, California. The applicant, Caithness
Blythe II, LLC, proposes to develop this new power plant in the vicinity of the existing Blythe
Energy 520-megawatt Power Plant (BEP I) located approximately 5 miles west of the city of
Blythe and just east of the Blythe Airport. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of this
project and related activities and to provide you a copy for review and comment of the prepared
Draft environmental assessment (EA) for the proposed project under the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA). We would also like to initiate government-to-government consultation, and
invite your participation in the environmental review and National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA) consultation processes.

The proposed BEP 1I power plant would be built next to BEP I and located entirely within the
existing BEP I site boundary. The proposed BEP II would interconnect with the Buck Boulevard
Substation at the northeastern corner of the BEP I site. Constructed by Western as part of BEP 1,
the Buck Boulevard Substation is owned, operated, and maintained by Western.

The request to interconnect with Western’s substation triggers a Federal NEPA review process.
In addition, the California Energy Commission (Commission) will complete a certification
process. Western and the Commission are coordinating their review and documentation
processes to minimize or eliminate duplication. Because of the similarity in our requirements,
Western is using the Commission’s Final Staff Assessment (FSA) as our Draft EA. The
FSA/Draft EA became available on May 2, 2005. We are providing you a copy, along with a
Soils and Water Technical Report, for your review and comment. For your comments to be
considered in Westerm’s Final EA, please provide written comments to either individual listed
below by August 5, 2005, or you may provide oral comments at a Commission Prehearing
Conference on Wednesday, June 29, 2005, beginning at 9:00 a.m. PDST at the California Energy



Department of Energy
Western Area Power Administration
Desert Southwest Customer Service Region
P.O. Box 6457
Phoenix, AZ 85005-6457

JUN 1 8 2005

Mr. Bill Anderson

Director

Environmental

Cabazon Band of Mission Indians
84-245 Indio Springs Parkway
Indio, CA 92203

Re: Environmental Analysis of the Proposed Blythe IT Energy Power Plant in Riverside
County, California

Dear Mr. Anderson:

The Western Area Power Administration (Western), a power-marketing agency within the U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE), has received an interconnection request for a new Blythe 11
Energy Project (BEP II) power plant in Riverside County, California. The applicant, Caithness
Blythe II, LLC, proposes to develop this new power plant in the vicinity of the existing Blythe
Energy 520-megawatt Power Plant (BEP 1) located approximately 5 miles west of the city of
Blythe and just east of the Blythe Airport. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of this
project and related activities and to provide you a copy for review and comment of the prepared
Draft environmental assessment (EA) for the proposed project under the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA). We would also like to initiate government-to-government consultation, and
invite your participation in the environmental review and National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA) consultation processes.

The proposed BEP II power plant would be built next to BEP 1 and located entirely within the
existing BEP I site boundary. The proposed BEP II would interconnect with the Buck Boulevard
Substation at the northeastern corner of the BEP I site. Constructed by Western as part of BEP 1,
the Buck Boulevard Substation is owned, operated, and maintained by Western.

The request to interconnect with Western’s substation triggers a Federal NEPA review process.
In addition, the California Energy Commission (Commission) will complete a certification
process. Western and the Commission are coordinating their review and documentation
processes to minimize or eliminate duplication. Because of the similarity in our requirements,
Western is using the Commission’s Final Staff Assessment (FSA) as our Draft EA. The
FSA/Draft EA became available on May 2, 2005. We are providing you a copy, along with a
Soils and Water Technical Report, for your review and comment. For your comments to be
considered in Western’s Final EA, please provide written comments to either individual listed
below by August 5, 2005, or you may provide oral comments at a Commission Prehearing
Conference on Wednesday, June 29, 2005, beginning at 9:00 a.m. PDST at the California Energy
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Department of Energy
Western Area Power Administration
Desert Southwest Customer Service Region
P.O. Box 6457
Phoenix, AZ 85005-6457

HUN T8 298

Mr. Anthony Madrigal, Jr.
Director

Cahuilla Band of Mission Indians
P.O. Box 391760

Anza, CA 92539-1760

Re: Environmental Analysis of the Proposed Blythe II Energy Power Plant in Riverside
County, California

Dear Mr. Madrigal, Jr.:

The Western Area Power Administration (Western), a power-marketing agency within the U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE), has received an interconnection request for a new Blythe 1
Energy Project (BEP II) power plant in Riverside County, California. The applicant, Caithness
Blythe II, LLC, proposes to develop this new power plant in the vicinity of the existing Blythe
Energy 520-megawatt Power Plant (BEP I) located approximately 5 miles west of the city of
Blythe and just east of the Blythe Airport. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of this
project and related activities and to provide you a copy for review and comment of the prepared
Draft environmental assessment (EA) for the proposed project under the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA). We would also like to initiate government-to-government consultation, and
invite your participation in the environmental review and National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA) consultation processes.

The proposed BEP II power plant would be built next to BEP I and located entirely within the
existing BEP I site boundary. The proposed BEP 1l would interconnect with the Buck Boulevard
Substation at the northeastern corner of the BEP 1 site. Constructed by Western as part of BEP I,
the Buck Boulevard Substation is owned, operated, and maintained by Western.

The request to interconnect with Western’s substation triggers a Federal NEPA review process.
In addition, the California Energy Commission {Commission) will complete a certification
process. Western and the Commission are coordinating their review and documentation
processes to minimize or eliminate duplication. Because of the similarity in our requirements,
Westemn is using the Commission’s Final Staff Assessment (FSA) as our Draft EA. The
FSA/Draft EA became available on May 2, 2005. We are providing you a copy, along with a
Soils and Water Technical Report, for your review and comment. For your comments to be
considered in Western’s Final EA, please provide written comments to either individual listed
below by August 5, 2005, or you may provide oral comments at a Commission Prehearing
Conference on Wednesday, June 29, 2005, beginning at 9:00 a.m. PDST at the California Energy



Department of Energy
Western Area Power Administration
Desert Southwest Customer Service Region
P.O. Box 6457
Phoenix, AZ 85005-6457

JUN T8 2005

Mr. Jerome Salgado, Sr.
Chairman

Cahuilla Band of Missicon Indians
P.O. Box 391760

Anza, CA 92539-1760

Re: Environmental Analysis of the Proposed Blythe 1I Energy Power Plant in Riverside
County, California

Dear Mr. Salgado, Sr.:

The Western Area Power Administration (Western), a power-marketing agency within the U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE), has received an interconnection request for a new Blythe I1
Energy Project (BEP II) power plant in Riverside County, California. The applicant, Caithness
Blythe II, LLC, proposes to develop this new power plant in the vicinity of the existing Blythe
Energy 520-megawatt Power Plant (BEP I) located approximately 5 miles west of the city of
Blythe and just east of the Blythe Airport. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of this
project and related activities and to provide you a copy for review and comment of the prepared
Draft environmental assessment (EA) for the proposed project under the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA). We would also like to initiate government-to-government consultation, and
invite your participation in the environmental review and National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA) consultation processes.

The proposed BEP II power plant would be built next to BEP I and located entirely within the
existing BEP I site boundary. The proposed BEP II would interconnect with the Buck Boulevard
Substation at the northeastern corner of the BEP I site. Constructed by Western as part of BEP I,
the Buck Boulevard Substation is owned, operated, and maintained by Western.

The request to interconnect with Western’s substation triggers a Federal NEPA review process.
In addition, the California Energy Commission (Commission) will complete a certification
process. Western and the Commission are coordinating their review and documentation
processes to minimize or eliminate duplication. Because of the similarity in our requirements,
Western is using the Commission’s Final Staff Assessment (FSA) as our Draft EA. The
FSA/Draft EA became available on May 2, 2005. We are providing you a copy, along with a
Soils and Water Technical Report, for your review and comment. For your comments to be
considered in Western’s Final EA, please provide written comments to either individual listed
below by August 5, 2005, or you may provide oral comments at a Commission Prehearing
Conference on Wednesday, June 29, 2005, beginning at 9:00 a.m. PDST at the California Energy
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Department of Energy
Western Area Power Administration
Desert Southwest Customer Service Region
P.O. Box 6457
Phoenix, AZ 85005-6457

AUN 1 & 205

Mr. Keith Adkins

Environmental Manager
Manzanita Band of Mission Indians
P.O. Box 1302

Boulevard, CA 91905

Re: Environmental Analysis of the Proposed Blythe Il Energy Power Plant in Riverside
County, California

Dear Mr. Adkins:

The Western Area Power Administration (Western), a power-marketing agency within the U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE), has received an interconnection request for a new Blythe 11
Energy Project (BEP II) power plant in Riverside County, California. The applicant, Caithness
Blythe II, LL.C, proposes to develop this new power plant in the vicinity of the existing Blythe
Energy 520-megawatt Power Plant (BEP I) located approximately 5 miles west of the city of
Blythe and just east of the Blythe Airport. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of this
project and related activities and to provide you a copy for review and comment of the prepared
Draft environmental assessment (EA) for the proposed project under the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA). We would also like to initiate government-to-government consultation, and
invite your participation in the environmental review and National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA) consultation processes.

The proposed BEP II power plant would be built next to BEP I and located entirely within the
existing BEP I site boundary. The proposed BEP II would interconnect with the Buck Boulevard
Substation at the northeastern corner of the BEP 1 site. Constructed by Western as part of BEP 1,
the Buck Boulevard Substation is owned, operated, and maintained by Western.

The request to interconnect with Western’s substation triggers a Federal NEP A review process.
In addition, the California Energy Commission (Commission) will complete a certification
process. Western and the Commission are coordinating their review and documentation
processes to minimize or eliminate duplication. Because of the similarity in our requirements,
Western is using the Commission’s Final Staff Assessment (FSA) as our Draft EA. The
FSA/Draft EA became available on May 2, 2005. We are providing you a copy, along with a
Soils and Water Technical Report, for your review and comment. For your comments to be
considered in Western’s Final EA, please provide written comments to either individual listed
below by August 5, 2005, or you may provide oral comments at a Commission Prehearing
Conference on Wednesday, June 29, 2005, beginning at 9:00 a.m. PDST at the California Energy



Department of Energy
Western Area Power Administration
Desert Southwest Customer Service Region
P.O. Box 6457
Phoenix, AZ 85005-6457

JUN 1 & 2005

Mr. Raymond Torres

Chairman

Torres-Martinez Desert Cahuilla
P.O. Box 1160

Thermal, CA 92274

Re: Environmental Analysis of the Proposed Blythe II Energy Power Plant in Riverside
County, California

Dear Mr. Torres:

The Western Area Power Administration (Western), a power-marketing agency within the U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE), has received an interconnection request for a new Blythe II
Energy Project (BEP II) power plant in Riverside County, California. The applicant, Caithness
Blythe II, LLC, proposes to develop this new power plant in the vicinity of the existing Blythe
Energy 520-megawatt Power Plant (BEP I) located approximately 5 miles west of the city of
Blythe and just east of the Blythe Airport. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of this
project and related activities and to provide you a copy for review and comment of the prepared
Draft environmental assessment (EA) for the proposed project under the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA). We would also like to initiate government-to-government consultation, and
invite your participation in the environmental review and National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA) consultation processes.

The proposed BEP II power plant would be built next to BEP I and located entirely within the
existing BEP I site boundary. The proposed BEP II would interconnect with the Buck Boulevard
Substation at the northeastern comer of the BEP I site. Constructed by Western as part of BEP 1,
the Buck Boulevard Substation is owned, operated, and maintained by Western.

The request to interconnect with Western’s substation triggers a Federal NEP A review process.
In addition, the California Energy Commission (Commission) will complete a certification
process. Western and the Commission are coordinating their review and documentation
processes to minimize or eliminate duplication. Because of the similarity in our requirements,
Western is using the Commission’s Final Staff Assessment (FSA) as our Draft EA. The
FSA/Draft EA became available on May 2, 2005. We are providing you a copy, along with a
Soils and Water Technical Report, for your review and comment. For your comments to be
considered in Western’s Final EA, please provide written comments to either individual listed
below by August 5, 2005, or you may provide oral comments at a Commission Prehearing
Conference on Wednesday, June 29, 2005, beginning at 9:00 a.m. PDST at the California Energy
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Department of Energy
Western Area Power Administration
Desert Southwest Customer Service Region
P.O. Box 6457
Phoenix, AZ 85005-6457

JUN 1 & 20

Mr. Alberto Ramirez

Cultural Resource Contact
Torres-Martinez Desert Cahuilla
P.O. Box 1160

Thermal, CA 92274

Re: Environmental Analysis of the Proposed Blythe II Energy Power Plant in Riverside
County, California

Dear Mr. Ramirez:

The Western Area Power Administration {Western), a power-marketing agency within the U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE), has received an interconnection request for a new Blythe 11
Energy Project (BEP II) power plant in Riverside County, California. The applicant, Caithness
Blythe II, LLC, proposes to develop this new power plant in the vicinity of the existing Blythe
Energy 520-megawatt Power Plant (BEP I) located approximately 5 miles west of the city of
Blythe and just east of the Blythe Airport. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of this
project and related activities and to provide you a copy for review and comment of the prepared
Draft environmental assessment (EA) for the proposed project under the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA). We would also like to initiate government-to-government consultation, and
invite your participation in the environmental review and National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA) consultation processes.

The proposed BEP I power plant would be built next to BEP I and located entirely within the
existing BEP I site boundary. The proposed BEP II would interconnect with the Buck Boulevard
Substation at the northeastern corner of the BEP I site. Constructed by Western as part of BEP 1,
the Buck Boulevard Substation is owned, operated, and maintained by Western.

The request to interconnect with Western’s substation triggers a Federal NEP A review process.
In addition, the California Energy Commission (Commission) will complete a certification
process. Western and the Commission are coordinating their review and documentation
processes to minimize or eliminate duplication. Because of the similarity in our requirements,
Western is using the Commission’s Final Staff Assessment (FSA) as our Draft EA. The
FSA/Draft EA became available on May 2, 2005. We are providing you a copy, along with a
Soils and Water Technical Report, for your review and comment. For your comments to be
considered in Western’s Final EA, please provide written comments to either individual listed
below by August 5, 2005, or you may provide oral comments at a Commission Prehearing
Conference on Wednesday, June 29, 2005, beginning at 9:00 a.m. PDST at the California Energy



Department of Energy
Western Area Power Administration
Desert Southwest Customer Service Region
P.O. Box 6457
Phoenix, AZ 85005-6457

JUNCT & 2008

Mr. Dean Mike

Chairman

Twenty-Nine Palms Band of Mission Indians
46-200 Harrison Place

Coachella, CA 92236

Re: Environmental Analysis of the Proposed Blythe II Energy Power Plant in Riverside
County, California

Dear Mr. Mike:

The Western Area Power Administration (Western), a power-marketing agency within the U.S,
Department of Energy (DOE), has received an interconnection request for a new Blythe 1T
Energy Project (BEP II) power plant in Riverside County, California. The applicant, Caithness
Blythe II, LLC, proposes to develop this new power plant in the vicinity of the existing Blythe
Energy 520-megawatt Power Plant (BEP I) located approximately 5 miles west of the city of
Blythe and just east of the Blythe Airport. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of this
project and related activities and to provide you a copy for review and comment of the prepared
Draft environmental assessment (EA) for the proposed project under the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA). We would also like to initiate government-to-government consultation, and
invite your participation in the environmental review and National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA) consultation processes.

The proposed BEP 11 power plant would be built next to BEP I and located entirely within the
existing BEP I site boundary. The proposed BEP II would interconnect with the Buck Boulevard
Substation at the northeastern corner of the BEP I site. Constructed by Western as part of BEP I,
the Buck Boulevard Substation is owned, operated, and maintained by Western.

The request to interconnect with Western’s substation triggers a Federal NEPA review process.
In addition, the California Energy Commission (Commission) will complete a certification
process. Western and the Commission are coordinating their review and documentation
processes to minimize or eliminate duplication. Because of the similarity in our requirements,
Western is using the Commission’s Final Staff Assessment (FSA) as our Draft EA. The
FSA/Draft EA became available on May 2, 2005. We are providing you a copy, along with a
Soils and Water Technical Report, for your review and comment. For your comments to be
considered in Western’s Final EA, please provide written comments to either individual listed
below by August 5, 2005, or you may provide oral comments at a Commission Prehearing
Conference on Wednesday, June 29, 2005, beginning at 9:00 a.m. PDST at the California Energy
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Department of Energy
Western Area Power Administration
Desert Southwest Customer Service Region
P.O. Box 6457
Phoenix, AZ 85005-6457

JUN T & 705

Mr. Leroy Elliott

Chairman

Manzanita Band of Mission Indians
P.O. Box 1302

Boulevard, CA 91905

Re: Environmental Analysis of the Proposed Blythe II Energy Power Plant in Riverside
County, California

Dear Mr. Elliott:

The Western Area Power Administration (Western), a power-marketing agency within the U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE), has received an interconnection request for a new Blythe II
Energy Project (BEP II) power plant in Riverside County, California. The applicant, Caithness
Blythe II, LLC, proposes to develop this new power plant in the vicinity of the existing Blythe
Energy 520-megawatt Power Plant (BEP I) located approximately 5 miles west of the city of
Blythe and just east of the Blythe Airport. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of this
project and related activities and to provide you a copy for review and comment of the prepared
Draft environmental assessment (EA) for the proposed project under the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA). We would also like to initiate government-to-government consultation, and
invite your participation in the environmental review and National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA) consultation processes.

The proposed BEP II power plant would be built next to BEP [ and located entirely within the
existing BEP I site boundary. The proposed BEP Il would interconnect with the Buck Boulevard
Substation at the northeastern comer of the BEP I site. Constructed by Western as part of BEP 1,
the Buck Boulevard Substation is owned, operated, and maintained by Western.

The request to interconnect with Western’s substation triggers a Federal NEPA review process.
In addition, the California Energy Commission (Commission) will complete a certification
process. Western and the Commission are coordinating their review and documentation
processes to minimize or eliminate duplication. Because of the similarity in our requirements,
Western is using the Commission’s Final Staff Assessment (FSA) as our Draft EA. The
FSA/Draft EA became available on May 2, 2005. We are providing you a copy, along with a
Soils and Water Technical Report, for your review and comment. For your comments to be
considered in Western’s Final EA, please provide written comments to either individual listed
below by August 5, 2005, or you may provide oral comments at a Commission Prehearing
Conference on Wednesday, June 29, 2005, beginning at 9:00 a.m. PDST at the California Energy
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Commission in Sacramento, California, or at the Commission’s Evidentiary Hearings, tentatively
scheduled for August 1 and 2, 2005, in Blythe, California.

Please see the enclosed hearing notice, which includes more details about participating the
Commission’s hearing process. Western will not be a party in the Commission’s hearing
process, but will consider all substantive public comments received on the FSA/Draft EA during
the Commission’s hearing process in preparing its Final EA.

Western is the lead agency for consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service under section
7 of the Endangered Species Act, with the California State Historic Preservation Office under
section 106 of the NHPA, and with other interested parties. Western has also taken the lead in
consulting with interested Tribes.

Cultural resources are among the various environmental resources being considered in our
analysis of the proposed project. We want to ensure that any important cultural and natural
resources and or places with traditional cultural significances for your Tribe, within the project
area are considered and addressed in Western’s Final Environmental Assessment and in NHPA
consultations. Even though environmental issues for the BEP II project area were previously
considered during the assessment for BEP I, since they both fall in the same footprint, we still
wanted to ensure that you have an opportunity to be involved in this project. We will be
contacting you regarding your interest in this project and if a meeting or site visit would be
beneficial for your understanding and participation in this project. Western has retained Ms.
Clair Green to assist in tribal consultations; her phone number is (406) 547-3639.

Comments regarding the FSA/Drafi EA or any others regarding the project can be addressed to
either individual below.

Ms. Alison Jarrett Ms. Cathy Cunningham

NEPA Document Manager Western Area Power Administration
Western Area Power Administration  P.O. Box 281213

P.O. Box 6457 Lakewood, CO 80228-8213
Phoenix, AZ 85005-6457 (720} 962-7260 or (800) 336-7288
(602) 605-2434 (720) 962-7263 fax

(602) 605-2630 fax e-mail: cunningh@wapa.gov

e-mail: jarrett@wapa.gov

We look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

. Tyler Carlson
Regional Manager

Enclosures

¥



cc:

Mr. William Pfanner

Siting Project Manager
California Energy Commission
1516 Ninth Street

MS-16

Sacramento, CA 95814-5512
(w/o cy of encls.)

Mr. James Pagano
Caithness/Riverside County Power
565 Fifth Avenue

28™ and 29" Floors

New York, NY 10017-2413

(w/o cy of encls.)

Mr. Scott Galati

Galati and Blek, LLP

Plaza Towers

555 Capitol Mall

Suite 600

Sacramento, CA 95814-4581
(w/o cy of encls.)

Mr. Steve Munro

Project Manager

California Energy Commission
1516 Ninth Street

MS-2000

Sacramento, CA 95814-5512
(w/o cy of encls.)

Ms. Lisa Northrop

Natural Resource Officer
Southern California Agency
Bureau of Indian Affairs
1451 Research Park Drive
Suite 100

Riverside, CA 92507-2154
(w/cy of encls.)

bl
N

Mr. Gary Reinoehl
Archaeologist

California Energy Commission
1516 Ninth Street

MS-15

Sacramento, CA 95814-5512
{(w/o cy of encls.)

Mr. Robert Looper
Vice President
Summit Energy Group
1100 Harcourt Drive
Boise, ID 83702-1836
(w/o cy of encls.)

Mr. Tom Cameron
Caithness

10601 Gum Tree Court

Las Vegas, NV 89144-1442
(w/o cy of encls.)

Mr. James Fletcher
Superintendent

Southern California Agency
Bureau of Indian Affairs
1451 Research Park Drive
Suite 100

Riverside, CA 92507-2154
(w/cy of encls.)



