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March 28, 2006

James W. Reede, Jr.
California Energy Commission
1516 Ninth Street
Sacramento, CA 95814-5512

Request for Agency Participation for
Application for Certification of Vernon Power Plant Project
Los Angeles County

Dear Mr. Reede:

The Department of Fish and Game (Department) has reviewed the Application for
Certification for the construction of the Vemon Power Plant; a 610 MW generating facility located
at 5001 Soto Street, City of Vemon. The site is presently developed with an existing structure
and surrounded by urban uses.

The California Energy Commission is requesting Department participation during the data
adequacy phase to determine whether the major issues of concern to the Department have
been identified. The following statements and comments have been prepared pursuant to the
Department's authority as Trustee Agency with jurisdiction over natural resources affected by the
project (CEQA Section 15386).

Impacts to Biological Resources

1. Impacts to Native Birds - The project will result in building demolition and the construction
of transmission and sewer lines and potentially driving vehicles within the concrete lined
channel of the Los Angeles River.

a. Building demolition and any associated landscaping vegetation removal/disturbances
may result in the removal and disturbance to nesting bird habitat. Bird species such
as rough-winged swallow, cliff swallow, barn swallow, black phoebe and killdeer will
nest in concrete lined channels which provide appropriate nesting structures. All
migratory nongame native bird species are protected by intemational treaty under the
Federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) of 1918 (50 C.F.R. Section 10.13).
Sections 3503, 3503.5 and 3513 of the California Fish and Game Code prohibit take
of birds and their active nests, including raptors and other migratory nongame birds
as listed under the MBTA.



b.

Proposed project activities {including disturbances to vegetation) should take place
outside of the breeding bird season (February 1- September 1) to assist in avoiding
take (including disturbances which would cause abandonment of active nests
containing eggs and/or young). If project activities cannot avoid the breeding bird
season, nest surveys should be conducted and active nests should be avoided and
provided with a minimum buffer as determined by a biological monitor (the

Department recommends a minimum 500-foot buffer for all active raptor nests).

2. Impacts to Riparian Resources — The project proposal states that an alternative
transmission line may be constructed over the Los Angeles River and will require line
stringing crews to drive light and medium duty trucks within the LA River where the
river is lined with concrete.

The Department recommends the following best management practices to protect
riparian biological resources on the project site and down stream of the project.

No debris, soil, silt, sand, bark, slash, sawdust, rubbish, construction waste, cement
or concrete or washings thereof, oil or petroleum products or other organic or earthen
material should be allowed to enter into or placed where it may be washed by rainfall
or runoff into, waters of the State. When operations are completed, any excess
matenials or debris should be removed from the work area. The Operator should
comply with all litter and poliution laws. All contractors, subcontractors and
employees should also obey these laws and it should be the responsibility of the
operator to insure compliance.

Any equipment or vehicles driven and/or operated within or adjacent to the
stream/lake should be checked and maintained daily, to prevent leaks of materials
that if introduced to water could be deleterious to aquatic life.

Stationary equipment such as motors, pumps, generators, and welders, located
within or adjacent to the stream/lake should be positioned over drip pans.

No equipment maintenance should be done within or near any stream channel where
petroleum products or other pollutants from the equipment may enter these areas
under any flow.

The clean-up of all spills should begin immediately. The Department should be
notified immediately by the Operator of any spills and should be consulted regarding
clean-up procedures.

Raw cement/concrete or washings thereof, asphalt, paint, construction waste, or
other coating material, oil or other petroleum products, or any other substances which
could be hazardous to aquatic life, resulting from project related activities, should be
prevented from contaminating the soit and/or entering the waters of the state. Any of
these materials, placed within or where they may enter a stream, by the operator or
any party working under contract, or with the permission of the operator, should be
removed immediately.



The Department recommends that the above concerns are addressed prior to
certification of the project.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide comment. Questions regarding this letter and
further coordination on these issues should be directed to Mr. Scott Harris, Associate Wildlife
Biologist, at (626) 797-3170.
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