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Rc: p 

Dcar Chairman Burke and Board Mmb~rs:  

I am m-ling to pur  Governing Board (tho "Bod")to cxprcss ow cu- over 
rhc propasod adoption ofUm amendmentsto AQMD Rule 1309.1. As explained hcffihthe 
adaptionofthe proposed amendmentswill have real cnvironmcntalconsequences md 
communityh d t h  impacts that demand your careful consideaion. 

Ritc-Way is a ibod processing company adjacent tothe cwendy proposed 

Vcmon Powr Plwt ("VPP"), as daribed in Cdifomia Energy Commission("CEC")Docket # 

06-APC-04. We process raw meat and ready-to-cat mcals for retail &ts, resimuants, end 

fnod =mice institutions. We also make betweenfour tojlvc miIIlon mwIs per year for 

California Bchaol Diiicts far the School Lunch hgram.  


In short, Kite-Wayopposes these rule amm%3menrsdue to the substantial, red 

impacts theVPP, if built, would have on our opuations. 


I. TFlEPROPOSED AMENOMXNTS 

IJnderthe proposcd amendmen!s, power plants located in any ere8 of the AQMD 
will be a(lowcd b seok acass to "PriorityReserve" emissions credits, provided that applicable 
harcpaid to the AQMD. In addition, I rmdnswnd thatoneoprion of h e  proposal calls for the 
division ofthe AQMD into thee zonesbmed upon historical concentrations of mbientPM2.5 
with an Environmentnl JusticeArea ("EJA") overlay. Thc purpose of these 70nes und LdA is to 
idcntify *$ions in whichBigher emissions credit fee mtes and more slrifigentcriteria for access 
to the Wority Reserve would be applicable. 

U. IMPACTS OFTHEPROPOSED AMXNDMENTS ONTHE COMlMUNlTY 

Should your Board ndopt this pmpsnl, it would directly impact my fdlily's 
ability lo enaurc the sde pmductimoffood products cons~mcdwithin co~nmunitienin thc 
~QMD's.iurisdiction.P& obviousm a n s ,  substantial invcsmcnt hashaen made to cosurc my 
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facility is as food-safe as possible. Specifically, our facility has an clabasate pjrflow system to 
minimize the possibility of air-borne pathogens entering thc food preparation areas. While ate- 
of t h a 4  our air intake vent+ were designed for the ambient wndiliom - not the added 
@cuke, dust, and w-vapor loads associatd wiw the W s  construction and operation. In 
brief, I am c o r n e d  Lhat: 

1. Thc opesation aid proximity of the VPP will potentially contaminnte Rite-Way's prO!XSSe6, 
increasing dengem to the community at trtrge and in particulnr, children and the elderly; 

2. Construaion and opcration of the VPP will result in substantial gemrationof diesel 
particulates, PMl 0 and PM2.5 in thc immediate proximity of Ritc-Way, ovmhehiug the 
existing nir filtration system and, n p i q  potentially putring the community at risk; and 

3. There is no indication thathe particular impacts to Rite-Way associated with the mmsed 
rules has evcn bcon assessed 

HI. THE AQMD MUST CAREFULLY CONSIDER TAE W A C T S  FROM 
ADOPTING Tmr. PIIOYOSEU AMENDlWENTS 

I have a moral, ethical, and legal' responsibility LO ensure food &om Riteways 
proee~sh$plant is safe. Undcr California law and in your Governing B o d  responsibilities, you 
hnve the same responsibilities to the public in w h h g t h e  proposed amendments. With tbc 
d e t y  of the community in mind, we submit the following comments: 

Adopting the Rule 1309.1 amendmems requires a pmpcr environmental analysis under the 
CaIifomiaEnvironmmml Quality Act. Tf adopted, these mm&nenta would allow power 
plants to be penniucd and ccmatructcd mole &y. POWR pImW ase sipaific~t emitters of 
PM2.5, which has been Linked to serious health impacts. In addition, and by way of specific 
marnplc, the conetruction of the VPP may seriously irnpaci the safepmduerion of food at 
Rite- Way's facility. 

Powerplants in thc most polluted mas of iha AQMD, including the City of Vman, should 
be excluded rmm ~ccess to the Priority Rescm. Cdifomia's p m  needs can be golvtd 
tl~mugh the placement of m a t i o n  faLilitics throughout the AQMD basin - they should ml 
be   on cent rated in any one locale. California's powa gemmtion should not place a 
dispmpottionate burden upon any one California community, such as is already the case in 
and around the Ciw of Veman. 

Acccss to the Priority Resave should not be allowed for gas-fired powerplants, such as the 
VPP, so as to encourage mom environmentally bcndioiaVdtemative energy tcchmlogles. 

' Till0 9. SeOlinn 318.14 aftlie Fedaal Code d~ula t ioas  ~ m v l k  ia relemur lmt, '% the cvcnl lkcre is pollvred 
wnlu ..in rn official asablkfuneu, rL produsrs a c d i i u  for &c m the pr&don of such pmdunh that haw 
b a n  rendered adu1rcra:cd by Ur m r  ahdl be condemned." 






