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STATE OF CALIFORNIA RESOURC .S AGENCY ARN'3LD SCHWARZENEGGER. GOVERNOR 

D K P A R T M E N TO F  C O N S E F ~ V A T I O N  
DIVISION OF LAND RESOURCE PROTECTIOII 

001 K S T N E I  MS 1801 WCRAMENTO. CALlFORNIA9Sl4 

PHOlrlIi 9161SX0.550 .FAX 916 / 3279430 TDD 916 / 324-2655 .WEBSITE :ornewanon cq gov 

VIA FACSIMILE ($116)6544365 
James W. Reede, .lr., Ed.D 
California Energy i(:ommission 
1516 Ninth Street 
Sacramento, CA 9 314-5512 

Subject: Preliminary Staff Assessment for the Panoche Energy Center Project 
(06-F,FC-5);APN 027460-78s; Fresno County 

Dear Mr. Reede, 

The Department of Consewation's (Department) Division of Land ResourceProtection 
(Division) has revie~~edthe Prel imina~Staff Assessment (PSA) for t te  Panoche Enerav 
center project (Praject). The ~ivisionmonitorsfarmland Gnversion on a statewide b a z  
and administers the! California Land Conservation (Williamson)Act ancl other agricultural 
land conservation 1:Iograms. We offer the following comments and re~~ommendationswith 
respect to the project's impacts on agricultural land and resources. 

The project area it; located in an unincorporated area of western Fre!;no County 
(County), adjacent 'l:othe Panoche Hills. The site is approximately I:!miles southwest 
of the city of Menddta, 16 miles south-southwest of the city of Firebaughand 
approximately 2 miles east of Interstate 5, adjacent to the Pacific Ga:;& Electric (PG&E) 
existing Panoche Z,.lubstation. The proposed site and substation are !ocatedsouth of 
West Panoche Ror~d.The facility site will be located on a 12.8-acre site within a 128-
acre parcel. The c;~nstructionlaydown area, including laydown and parking, consists of 
an 8-acre portion ur the 128-acre parcel immediately south of the 12.8-acre plant site. 
The plant site and construction area are leased by the applicantfrom the property 
owners. The 128-it~creparcel is currently in agricultural productionw th pomegranate 
trees and is subject to a Williamson Act Contract. The landowner applied for partial 
cancellation of the Nilliamson A d  Contract to cover the proposed prc~jedsite. The 
cancellation was approved by the County Board of Supervisors on April 24. 2007. 
Offsite improvemerbts associated with the project include a new 400-loot paved, 24-foot 
wide access road south of West Panoche Road to the plant site, 2,4C10linear feet of 
new gas pipeline, 2nd a 300-foot transmission tie line into the Panoclle Substation. 

The Departmr:ir  of Conservorion'smirrion is roprorecr Cali/orniam and their ervimnment by; 
Pmrecring livrs ondp,-operlyfrom eorrhquukrr and lontlslides;Enmrlng safe mining and oil and m s  drilling; 

Conservini. Cali/mialr formland; and Savhg energv and resources through recycling. 
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A project related alivity is PG&E's planned expansion of its Panoch,? Substation by 
approximately 2.2 acres south of the existing substation boundary. 

The PSA notes th;it there would be a significant impact to agricultural resources, as the 
project would con\rnrt approximately 15 acres (facility site plus the 2.2-acre expansion 
project) of Prime F'ermland to non-agricultural uses. Therefore, the Division 
recommends that the any subsequent CEQA-related documentation address the 
following items to ~'lrovide a comprehensive discussion of potential impacts of the 
project on agricult~ ral land and activities. 

Aclricl~ltural Settinci of the Proiect 

Location and extent of Prime Farmland. Farmland of Statewide Importance. 
Unique Farr:rland, and other types of farmland in and adjacent to the project 
area. 
Current and ipast agricultural use of the project area. Please iriclude data on the 
types of crops grown, and crop yields and farm gate sales val~les. 

To help describe the full agricultural resource value of the soils on tho site, the 
Department recomlnends the use of economic multipliers to assess the total 
contribution of the !:ite's potential or actual agricultural production to tne local, regional 
and state  economic:^. Two sources of economic multipliers can be found at the 
University of Califo~nia Cooperative Extension Service and the Unitec States 
Department of Agri':ulture (USDA). 

Proiect Impacts on !?aricultural Land 

Type, amour~t, and location of farmland conversion resulting directly and 
indirectly froin project implementation and growth inducement, respectively. 
Impacts on current and future agricultural operations; e.g., lancl-use conflicts, 
increases in i.and values and taxes, vandalism, etc. 

9 Incremental xoject impacts leading to cumulative impacts on z~gricultural land. 
This would ir~clude impacts from the proposed project, as well as impacts from 
past, current and likely projects in the future. 

Under California Ccde of Regulations Section 15064.7, impacts on acricultural 
resources may also be both quantified and qualified by use of establis hed thresholds of 
significance. As su:h, the Division has developed a California version of the USDA 
Land Evaluation an'l Site Assessment (LESA) Model. The California LESA model is a 
semi-quantitative rz1l:ing system for establishing the environmental significance of 
project-specific impilcts on farmland. The model may also be used to rate the relative 
value of alternative c~roject sites. The LESA Model is available on the Division's wsbsite 
at: 

htr~://www.consrv,ca.sovlDLRPluh lesa.htm 








