STATE OF CALIFORNIA—BUSINESS, TRANSPORTATION AND HOUSING AGENCY

ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER. Governor

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
District 11

4050 Taylor Street, MS 240

San Diego, CA 92110

PHONE (619) 688-6960

FAX (619) 688-4299

TTY (800) 735-2929

Flex your power!
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November 17, 2008 : | D O C K ET

07-AFC-6
Mr. Mike Monasmith DATE Nov 172008
California Energy Commission
1516 Ninth Street RECD. nNov 182008

Sacramento, CA 95814-5112
Dear Mr. Monasmith:

The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) sent a letter to the California Energy
Commission (CEC) dated March 25, 2008, detailing our comments on the Application for
Certification Review for the Carlsbad Energy Center Project (Energy Project) located adjacent to
Interstate 5 (1-5) in the City of Carlsbad.

Prior to our previous letter, and since our last correspondence, we have continued to coordinate
with the Energy Project engineers, as well as the City of Carlsbad (City), on potential concerns
involving right-of-way for future build-out design of the I-5 North Coast Corridor Project (I-5
NCC Project), and the feasibility of mitigating for potential visual impacts from the proposed
Energy Project.

The Notice of Preparation and Notice of Intent to prepare a Draft Environmental Impact
Report/Environmental Impact Statement (EIR/EIS) for the I-5 NCC Project were released in
2004. Since 2001, Caltrans has had numerous meetings in each City along the 1-5 corridor to
inform the public about the proposed project. There are four build alternatives (and one no-build
alternative) currently under study which would impact this site to some degree. While no
preferred alternative has been identified, all the alternatives provide for a possible multiple use
trail (identified as an enhancement area) outside Caltrans’ proposed right-of-way on the west side
of -5 between the freeway and the proposed Energy Plant site as shown in the 1-5 North Coast
Community Enhancement Plan. This community enhancement opportunity was developed in
coordination with the City to provide for a trail connection compatible with the Coastal Rail Trail
system currently included in the City’s General Plan. The City of Carlsbad, the proponents of the
Energy Project and Caltrans need to coordinate the implementation of the Coastal Rail Trail
approved by the region. As part of the I-5 North Coast Corridor Project, Caltrans can contribute
financially and participate in the implementation of the trail. Attached is an exhibit for the 8+4
with Barrier Alternative which would also require right-of-way and a footing easement for
proposed retaining walls.

Caltrans considers both the surrounding communities and the traveling public when developing
projects, and is sensitive to viewer responses in the Coastal Zone. All of the 1-5 NCC Project
alternatives would result in the removal of the existing earth berm, mature trees and landscaping
that would likely provide a visual screen for the proposed Energy Project site from both I-5 and
residents to the northeast of Agua Hedionda Lagoon. While the I-5 NCC Project would include
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replacement vegetation where possible, Caltrans and the City continue to coordinate in efforts to
avoid precluding future opportunities for visual mitigation, as it is anticipated that the I-5 NCC
Project would not be able to replace in kind or provide visual mitigation planting without
acquiring additional right-of-way in this area. Any visual impacts resulting from Caltrans’
removal of landscaping would be addressed in the Draft EIR/EIS for the I-5 NCC Project, and
appropriate mitigation measures would be identified.

Phasing and timing for the construction of the I-5 NCC Project will depend on available funding,
and widening towards the proposed Energy Plant site is not anticipated for at least five to ten
years after approval of the Final EIR/EIS. Caltrans, however, encourages the CEC to continue
coordination with the City of Carlsbad, and to consider the schedules of both projects when-
determining appropriate mitigation measures for visual impacts potentially resulting from the
proposed Energy Project.

Caltrans also recommend the CEC’s environmental analysis identify any regulations for having
flammable tanks next to a transportation facility.

We look forward to continued coordination with the CEC and our local partners on this project.

If you have any questions, please contact me at (619) 688-6960.

Sincerely, /
7/ [ ol
e L
5
4ob Armﬁrong, Chief

Development Review Branch

c: Joe Garuba, City of Carlsbad
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I-5 North Coast Community Enhancement Plan -
January, 2008
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BEFORE THE ENERGY RESOURCES CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT
COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
1516 NINTH STREET, SACRAMENTO, CA 95814
1-800-822-6228 — WWW.ENERGY.CA.GOV

APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATION

For THE CARLSBAD ENERGY Docket No. 07-AFC-6
CENTER PROJECT PROOF OF SERVICE
(Revised 11/12/2008)

INSTRUCTIONS: All parties shall 1) send an original signed document plus 12
copies OR 2) mail one original signed copy AND e-mail the document to the web
address below, AND 3) all parties shall also send a printed OR electronic copy of
the documents that shall include a proof of service declaration to each of the
individuals on the proof of service:

CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION
Attn: Docket No. 07-AFC-6

1516 Ninth Street, MS-15

Sacramento, CA 95814-5512
docket@enerqy.state.ca.us

APPLICANT Megan Sebra
CH2M Hill, Inc.
David Lloyd 2485 Natomas Park Drive, Ste. 600
Carisbad Energy Center, LLC Sacramento, CA 95833
1817 Aston Avenue, Suite 104 Megan.Sebra@ch2m.com
Carlsbad, CA 92008
David.Lloyd@nrgenergy.com COUNSEL FOR APPLICANT
Tim Hemig, Vice President John A. McKinsey
Carlshad Energy Center, LLC Stoel Rives LLP
1817 Aston Avenue, Suite 104 980 Ninth Street, Ste. 1900
Carlsbad, CA 92008 Sacramento, CA 95814
Tim.Hemig@nrgenergy.com jamckinsey@stoel.com
APPLICANT’S CONSULTANTS INTERESTED AGENCIES
Robert Masaon, Project Manager * Allan J. Thompson
CH2M Hill, Inc. Attorney for the City
3 Hutton Centre Drive, Ste. 200 21 "C" Orinda Way #314
Santa Ana, CA 92707 Orinda, CA 94563
robert.Mason@ch2m.com allanori@comcast.net
California ISO

P.O. Box 639014
Folsom, CA 95763-9014
e-recipient@caiso.com

*indicates change 1



City of Carlsbad

Joseph Garuba,

Municipals Project Manager Manager
Ron Ball, Esq., City Attorney

1200 Carlsbad Village Drive
Carlsbad, CA 92008
jgaru@ci.carlsbad.ca.us
rball@ci.carlsbad.ca.us

INTERVENORS

California Unions for Reliable Energy (“CURE”)
Suma Peesapati & Marc D. Joseph

Adams Broadwell Joseph & Cardozo

601 Gateway Boulevard, Suite 1000

South San Francisco, CA 94080
speesapati@adamsbroadwell.com

Center for Biological Diversity
cl/o William B. Rostove
EARTHJUSTICE

426 17 St., 5t Floor
Oakland, CA 94612
wrostov@earthjustice.org

* Power of Vision

Julie Baker and Arnold Roe, Ph.D.
P.O. Box 131302

Carlsbad, California 92013
powerofvision@roadrunner.com

Rob Simpson
Environmental Consultant
27126 Grandview Avenue
Hayward CA 94542
rob@redwoodrob.com

ENERGY COMMISSION

JAMES D. BOYD
Commissioner and Presiding Member
iboyd@enerqy.state.ca.us

KAREN DOUGLAS
Commissioner and Associate Member
kldougla@energy.state.ca.us

Paul Kramer
Hearing Officer
pkramer@enerqy.state.ca.us

Mike Monasmith
Siting Project Manager
mmonasmi@enerqy.state.ca.us

Dick Ratliff
Staff Counsel
dratliff@energy.state.ca.us

Elena Miller
Public Adviser's Office
publicadviser@energy.state.ca.us

DECLARATION OF SERVICE

!

|, 2etd {72, declare that on d“ (o] ,2008
attached FA(,TIZA/\b memem" Letfey

with first=cl

, | deposited copies of the

s—the—United—States_mail _at

OR
Transmission via electronic mail was consistent with the requirements of California
Code of Regulations, title 20, sections 1209, 1209.5, and 1210. All electronic copies
were sent to all those identified on the Proof of Service list above.

| declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is tru

*indicates change 2



