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Wednesday, January 7, 200912:10 AM PST

EDITORIAL: Coastal power plant idea best fix for Carlsbad

By North County Times Opinion staff

The quickest, best way for the city of Carlsbad to see the redevelopment of beachfront land that is
now home to a power plant is the very proposal against which the city is waging a public relations
campaign.

As a result, we expect a full house today and Thursday at the two-day public workshop by a state
agency on a proposal to build a new power-generating plant farther away from the beach.

In mid-December, the California Energy Commission's staff released its preliminary assessment
of the plan ---- a review that was mostly favorable, but noted a few concerns we believe can be
resolved.

We believe California's energy regulators should clear the way for the construction ofNRG
Energy Inco's proposed plant between Interstate 5 and the coastal railroad tracks, and urge the
company to stick with its plan to eventually demolish the existing but antiquated Encina.

The company's proposal would result in a lower-profile structure, away from the shoreline,
leaving 67 acres available for it to sell or develop on its own as a possible beachfront hotel-resort.

And while the benefits to Carlsbad are huge in replacing the older plant with a newer, more
efficient, less polluting and lower-profile facility, the city is still not pleased.

It is no secret that Carlsbad wants to have the entire 92-acre oceanfront site for a hotel/resort
development instead. But no amount of wishing is going to get NRG off its land, and other city
offered sites have been deemed unacceptable. And apparently, the city does not want the land
strongly enough to try to buy it from NRG.

But the longer the city battleS, the longer the delay in getting Encina replaced and removed.

Moreover, the issue is not one requiring city approval. The power plant's fate is firmly in the
hands of state regulators.

We encourage the attendance of those who wish to participate in the workshops. We are sure the
more you learn, the more you will agree that NRG's plan is the best for it, the city and the
residents ofNorth County.

Ifyou want to attend:

Workshops on NRG's power plant proposal will be held 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Wednesday and 11 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Thursday, at the Sheraton Carlsbad, 5480 Grand Pacific Drive, Carlsbad.
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Powering up

A good plan to upgrade, move Encina plant

August 25, 2008

Since there are few unobjectionable sites for power plants, finding suitable sites is fraught with hazards.
For this region, the hazard is not finding enough sites to generate reliable power.

NRG Energy has found its optimum site for replacing its Encina plant, which now sits on company-owned
beachfront property adjacent to the Agua Hedionda Lagoon in Carlsbad. Half a century old, the plant still
works - using seawater cooling - and could last another 15 years. But the plant is woefully inefficient.
Seawater-cooled power plants are being phased out by federal order. And with a smokestack 400 feet tall,
this plant is a blight on the ocean view for miles around.

The new site for the plant is company-owned property east and south of the lagoon, between railroad tracks
and Interstate 5, a parcel suited to industrial use and not much else. The profile of the new plant and its two
smokestacks, called the Carlsbad Energy Center, would be far less intrusive. And the power generation
would be state-of-the-art.

If the California Energy Commission approves the plan, NRG can begin phasing ou~ the old plant, which
must be kept in running condition at least until the new plant begins generation, and thereafter only if
California's Independent System Operator approves.

Obtaining permits will take three to five years, and construction will take two years. So, the sooner the
energy commission approves NRG's site, the sooner the region is better off.

Carlsbad officials are not happy with NRG's plans. While the city is more than willing, officials say, to
house a power plant within its boundaries, they object to keeping the plant on the coast. Since a new power
plant won't need ocean water for cooling, officials asked that the Coastal Commission intervene to prohibit
this new, noncoastal-dependent use. With rare restraint, the commission declined to intervene.

Yet just last week the City Council again urged moving the plant offNRG's coastal property to one of
several sites well inland. The d(fvelopment of a hotel, shops or parks on that 100 acres ofNRG's coastal
property would offer, city officials say, "much greater direct public benefit to the Carlsbad community" and
constitute a more appropriate land use.

Yet which among Carlsbad's plentiful pleasant neighborhoods would accept a power plant anywhere nearby
without mounting an effort to stop or at least delay it? In any case, NRG finds none of Carlsbad's
alternative locations feasible. The company has said, however, that it may consider development of the
prime acreage that becomes available when the new plant is in full operation and the old plant closed.

Fortunately for the region, the state energy commission has not only the final say on the new plant's
location. It also has the expertise to understand how fragile the current power base is in this region and the
potentially severe impact of inordinate delay. Residents of San Diego, including Carlsbad, should not have
to experience the severe consequences to their lives and livelihoods of a prolonged lapse in power to
appreciate NRG's plan.
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