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The Honorable James D, Boyd
The Honorable Karen Douglas
Siting Project Committee
California Energy Commission
1516 Ninth Street
Sacramento, CA 95814

July 16,2009

Re: Carlsbad Energy Center Project (07-AFC-6)

Dear Commissioners,

1 am writing to you on behalf" of the San Diego Chapter of the Sierra Club, and our over
14,000 members in San Diego and Imperial Counties.

We oppose the licensing of the Carlsbad Energy Center Project in Carlsbad, California
(CECP) for the following reasons.

California gets 45% of its electricity from natural gas, making it the state's primary
source of electric power and greenhouse gas emissions in the electric sector. Natural gas
power plants contribute to local air pollution, especially particulates and VOCs. Current
state law requires electric utilities to increase renewable energy to 20% by 2010. The
state's Energy Action Plan, the governor's recent executive order and the California Air
Resources Board's Climate Protection Plan all call for 33% renewable energy by 2020. A
new bill (AB64) would require all utilities to obtain 35% renewable energy by 2020, with
a further goal of 50% renewables by 2035. A recent, report by staff, California Public
Utilities Commission, has stated that if these requirements are to be met, all new electric
generation should be renewable. Thus, large-scale development, of new conventional
natural gas power plants is not compatible with achieving the state's commitments to
renewable energy, climate protection and air quality.

This project wi l l not only diminish air quality, but would diminish air quality in a
residential neighborhood. The CECP may be slated to produce less pollution per
megawatt, hour, but the increased hours it is proposed to run over Encina Units 1, 2, and 3
will impact air quality negatively.
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The CECP will require the installation of a desalination unit for plant operations. This
will negatively impact ocean wildlife with unnecessary impingement and entrainment.

The energy the plant is proposed to provide can be produced in cleaner, more
environmentally responsible way. Future costs for conventional power plants are already
much higher than in the past. Recent evaluations by the Energy Commission and others
suggest that renewable.? may already be emerging as a cost-competitive option. In the
recent decision on the Chula Vista Energy Upgrade Project (Docket No. 07-AFC-4),
expert testimony in the record demonstrated that distributed, thin-film photovoltaic
generation could reduce demand by about the same number of megawatts that the Projecl
would generate, during roughly the same periods when peaking generation is most
needed, for about the same cost per megawatt.

We hope that the staff's disappointing recommendations in their Preliminary Staff
Assessment will be revisited prior to their publishing the project's Final Staff
Assessment.

Respectfully,

»^W—/Joseph A,J£e«niman
I/Chair, San Diego Chapter of the Sierra Club



DECLARATION OF SERVICE

, declare that on offi^/O^ I served and filed copies of the attached,
A .- ^Ti^L>i-j Ji _ , - j ( V' L - . : . ! _J_1 The original document, filed
with the Docket Unit, is accompanied by a copy of the most recent Proof of Service list,
located on the web page for this project at:
rhttp://www.energv.ca.gov/sitingcases/carlsbad/index.htmll. The document has
been sent to both the other parties in this proceeding (as shown on the Proof of Service
list) and to the Commission's Docket Unit, in the following manner:

(Check all that Apply)

For service to all other parties:
,/

_ sent electronically to all email addresses on the Proof of Service list;

by personal delivery or by depositing in the United States mail at Sacramento.
California with first-class postage thereon fully prepaid and addressed as
provided on the Proof of Service list above to those addresses NOT marked
"email preferred."

AND

For filing with the Energy Commission:

\xsending an original paper copy and one electronic copy, mailed and
emailed respectively, to the address below (preferred method);

OR

depositing in the mail an original and 12 paper copies, as follows:

CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION
Attn: Docket No. 07-AFC-6
1516 Ninth Street, MS-4
Sacramento, CA 95814-5512
docket@enerqy. state. ca. u s

declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

'indicates change



BEFORE THE ENERGY RESOURCES CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT
COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

1516 NINTH STREET, SACRAMENTO, CA 95814
1 -800-822-6228 - WWW.ENER

APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATION
FOR THE CARLSBAD ENERGY
CENTER PROJECT

Docket No. 07-AFC-6
PROOF OF SERVICE

(Revised 5/11/2009)

APPLICANT

David Lloyd
'George Piantka, PE.
Carlsbad Energy Center, LLC
1817 Aston Avenue, Suite 104
Carlsbad, CA 92008
david.Llovd@nrgenefgy.com
george.piantka@nrgenergy.com

APPLICANT'S CONSULTANTS

Robert Mason, Project Manager
CH2M Hill, Inc.
6 Hutton Centre Drive, Ste. 700
Santa Ana, CA 92707
Robert.Mason@ch2m.com

Megan Sebra
CH2M Hill, Inc.
2485 Natomas Park Drive, Ste. 600
Sacramento, CA 95833
Meqan.Sebra@ch2m.com

COUNSEL FOR APPLICANT

John A. McKinsey
Stoel Rives LLP
980 Ninth Street, Ste. 1900
Sacramento, CA 95814
iamckinsey@stoel.com

INTERESTED AGENCIES
California ISO
e-recipient@caiso.com

INTERVENORS

Terramar Association
Kerry Siekmann & Catherine Miller
5239 El Arbol
Carlsbad, CA 92008
siekmann1@att.net

City of Carlsbad
Allan J. Thompson
Attorney for the City
21"C'OrindaWay#314
Orinda,CA 94563

'City of Carlsbad
Joseph Garuba,
Municipals Project Manager
Ron Ball, Esq., City Attorney
1200 Carlsbad Village Drive
Carlsbad, CA 92008
E-mail preferred
Joe.Garuba@carlsbadca.gov
Ron.Ball@car1sbadca.gov

California Unions for Reliable Energy
('CURE")
Gloria D. Smith & Marc D. Joseph
Adams Broadwell Joseph & Cardozo
601 Gateway Boulevard, Suite 1000
South San Francisco, CA 94080
gsmith@adamsbroad'A£ •:•:;~:

Center for Biological Diversity
c/o William B. Rostov
EARTHJUSTICE
42617* St., 5th Floor
Oakland, CA 94612
wrostov@earthjustice.org

Power of Vision
Julie Baker and Arnold Roe, Ph.D
P.O. Box 131302
Carlsbad, California 92013
powerofvision@roadrunner.com

Rob Simpson
Environmental Consultant
27126 Grandview Avenue
HaywardCA 94542
rob@redwoodrob.com

ENERGY COMMISSION

JAMES D. BOYD
Vice Chair and Presiding Member
ibcvdSenerqv.state.ca.us

KAREN DOUGLAS
Chair and Associate Member
kldougla@energy.state.ca.us

Paul Kramer
Hearing Officer
pkramer@energy.state.ca.us

Mike Monasmith
Siting Project Manager
mmonasmi@energy.state.ca.us

Dick Rafliff
Staff Counsel
dratliff@energy.state.ca.us

Elena Miller
Public Adviser's Office
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