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I have been a resident in the general area of the proposed Carlsbad Energy Center Project for
the past 29+ years, and have followed with interest the proceedings and public comment
regarding the proposed project. Much of the comment regarding this project has been designed
to distort information and generally mislead the public regarding many of the facts in this
case. Natural gas fired power generation is, and will remain the most reliable and efficient
form of energy available to California residents for many years into the future. Power from
popular renewable energy sources, such as wind and solar, frequently cannot be dispatched
during periods of peak demand, and power from reliable natural gas plant generation provides
the firming capacity to the power grid needed to avoid the horrible blackouts such as was
experienced in September of 2011. We must continue to explore ways to make renewable energy
sources more reliable, but the fact is that they are far less efficient and much costlier in
terms of price per kilowatt hour than natural gas, of which there is an abundance. The most
efficient renewable energy source is hydroelectric, using pumped storage facilities or run-
of-the river sites, but they require unique environments that are generally not available in
Southern California.

Opponents seem to ignore that the site of the plant has been used for power generation for a
great many years, and even if the new plant were to not be constructed, would still be there
to generate power for many years to come.

With the advancements in combustion technology that have been achieved in more recent years,
the newer plant will be much cleaner, with far fewer emissions than the old equipment that
will be decommissioned once the new plant comes on line.The profile of the plant will also be
less visible than the existing facility and unlike the distorted rendering that has been
displayed in certain publications by opponents. Many argue also that generation capacity is
overbuilt in California in terms of capacity versus demand, but many of these plants are
older, and still use once through cooling from various water sources, usually seawater, that
does far more harm to the environment than using natural gas with air cooling technology.
Many of these older plants are to be decommissioned in the next few years, and those assets
must be replaced. The most logical choice is to locate the new plants at existing sites as
much as practical where infrastructure already exists to transfer the power to the grid.

For these reasons, and because we need reliable new energy production, I strongly support the
proposed project.

Phil Reed
Resident of San Diego County
North Coastal Area



