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Carlsbad Energy Center Project        ) 

 

Intervener Terramar 

Petition for Reconsideration 

 

The California Energy Commission issued its order to certify the Carlsbad Energy Center 

Project on June 1, 2012.  The Commission is well aware that Terramar still strongly 

opposes the certification of the CECP and we have clearly docketed our concerns for the 

past four years.   

 

Of greatest concern to Terramar is that the final decision fails in its protection of “public 

health and safety” of our local citizens.  The Commission has approved the project 

despite the fact that the record is deficient on procedures for providing emergency 

services and fire safety during construction and operation.   

 

The Final Commission Decision frequently refers to the Carlsbad Fire Department as 

local fire protection services, as noted below. 

 
The project will rely upon both on-site and local fire protection services. The onsite fire 

protection system provides the first line of defense for such occurrences. 

(Id.) The Construction Fire Prevention Plan (Condition WORKER SAFETY-1) 

must address and detail measures to minimize the likelihood of fires during 

construction. These measures include the placement of portable fire 

extinguishers, safety procedures, and training. Ex. 222, pp. 4.14-7 – 4.14-8.) 

Local fire support services are under the Carlsbad Fire Department’s (CFD) 

jurisdiction. There are a total of six fire stations within the City of Carlsbad. The 

closest station to the CECP site would be Station #1, located at 1275 Carlsbad 

Village Drive, approximately 1.7 miles away. The total response time from the 

moment a call is made to the point of arrival at the site would be approximately 

six minutes. The next closest station would be Station #4, located at 6885 

Batiquitos Drive, about 3.7 miles away, which would respond within seven to 

eight minutes.2 

Worker Safety, 6.4-3 

 

While it is possible that during a major earthquake (or other major event) 

response to the power plant could impact the Carlsbad Fire Department, the 

probability of that happening is less than significant. Therefore, this project 

would not have a significant incremental or cumulative impact on the 

department’s ability to respond to a fire or other emergency. 

Worker Safety, 6.4-9 

 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

Based on the evidence, and assuming implementation of the Conditions of 
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Certification below, the Commission makes the following findings: 

5. The Carlsbad Fire Department will provide fire protection and emergency 

response services to the project and will able to respond to the site within 

an acceptable time. 

Worker Safety, 6.4-13 

 

The Carlsbad Fire Department’s Stations #1 and #4 will be the first responders 

for hazardous materials incidents. The San Diego City and County Department 

of Environmental Health, Hazardous Materials Response Team (DEH-HIRT) will 

respond to hazardous material incidents. This unit is capable of handling any 

hazardous materials incident at the CECP. Its response time is one hour. (Ex. 

200, p. 4.4-13.) 

Hazardous Materials, 6.5-5 
 

The Commission must realize that with the passage of City of Carlsbad Ordinance CS-

184 the above quoted sections and many others not quoted from the Final Commission 

Decision are no longer relevant or correct.    

 

The City of Carlsbad’s Motion for Official Notice docketed to the CEC on May 30, 2012 

clearly states: 

 

 
 

Therefore, the Final Decision is deficient and must be corrected.  It fails to note proper 

procedures for the protection of “public health and safety” in the areas of Worker Safety 

and Hazardous Materials.  This is clearly required and spelled out in the Warren Alquist 

Act sections:     

 
§ 25216.3. Design and operational standards; compilation; adoption; compliance 

(a), § 25300. Legislative findings and declarations (b) ,§ 25506. Comments and 

recommendations; governmental § 25511. Safety and reliability factors; information 

required; analysis; findings,§ 25523. Written decision; contents (a,) § 25532. 

Monitoring system 
 

Therefore Terramar makes this motion for reconsideration to the Commission. 
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