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Memorandum 

To: Che McFarlin, Project Manager, California Energy Commission 

From: Amy Cuellaroc/ 
Date: November 29,2007 

Re: Kings River Conservation District Community Power Plant (KRCD CPP) 
Biological Assessment 

Attached please find three hardcopies and one electronic copy on compact disk 

of the KRCD 8 P  Biological Assessment. Copies of the attached Biological 

Assessment are being concurrently provided to the US Fish and Wildlife Service. 

Please contact me at (916) 631-3211 with any questions or if you need any 

additional copies. 

cc. JimRichards, Director of Power Resources, Kings River Conservation District 
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November 29, 2007 

4886 East Jensen Avenue 
Fresm,Californb 93725 

Mr. Jeffrey Jorgenson, Senior Biologist 
San Joaquin Valley Branch, Endangered Species Program 
U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
2800 Cottage Way, W-2605 
Sacramento, CA 95825 

Re: Kinus River Conservation District Community Power Plant - Bioloaical 
Assessment 

Dear Mr. Jorgensen: 

At the direction of the United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA), 
Region 9, the Kings River Conservation District (KRCD) submits for your review the 
enclosed Biological Assessment (BA) for the Kings River Conservation District 
Community Power Plant (KRCD CPP). 

KRCD is proposing to construct the KRCD Community Power Plan (CPP), a nominal 
565 megawatt power plant east of the City of Parlier in Fresno County, California. 
The power plant will be constructed on an approximately 32-acre parcel. 
Additionally, a 15-acre area adjacent to the power plant site will be used for 
temporary staging and parking during construction. Linear facilities for the project 
include approximately 5 miles of electrical transmission lines, 5 miles of water 
pipeline, and 26 miles of natural gas pipeline. The transmission lines, water 
pipeline, and natural gas pipeline occur in Fresno County, and the gas pipeline also 
extends to its interconnection point near the City of Visalia in Tulare County, 
California. 

As part of the KRCD CPP permitting process, a Prevention of Significant 
Deterioration (PSD) review and permit are required from the USEPA Region 9. 
KRCD has filed its PSD permit application with Region 9. However, under Section 7 
of the Endangered Species Act, the USEPA cannot take final action on the PSD 
permit until a determination has been made that the KRCD CPP will not result in 
significant adverse impacts to threatened or endangered species or their habitat. 

The purpose of the attached BA is to review the proposed KRCD CPP in sufficient 
detail to determine to what extent the proposed action may affect threatened, 
endangered, proposed, and sensitive species as well as sensitive and critical 
habitats. Given the nature of the KRCD CPP and its potential impacts and as 
described in the BA, formal consultation under Section 7 of the Federal Endangered 
Species Act is not being initiated. Instead and per agreement with the USEPA, the 
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