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Subject: 	 Carrizo Energy Solar Farm (07-AFC-8)' Response to San Luis Obispo 
County Board of Supervisors' Initial Comments 

Dear Supervisor Patterson: 

Thank you for your letter of February 26, 2008 regarding the Carrizo Energy Solar Farm 
(CESF) project proposed by Ausra CA II, LLC (dba Carrizo Energy, LLC). We 
appreciate the concerns raised by you and the other Board members. 

The Energy Commission's facility certification process, a certified regulatory program 
under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), carefully examines 213 technical 
disciplines involving public health and safety, environmental impacts, and engineering 
aspects of proposed power plant projects. This evaluation includes the envirconmental 
areas of land use, biological resources, water resources, visual resources, noise, and 
traffic and transportation mentioned in your letter. Alternatives to the proposed project 
are also assessed. 

The Energy Con-~rr~ission staff has the re!;ponsibility to perform an independent, 
assessment of the Application for Certification (AFC) for the proposed CESF facility. 
The Preliminary Staff Assessment (PSA) is the initial environmental document 
distributed for public and agency comment. This document will address the public and 
agency comments received prior to its publication. Our intent is always to insure that 
specific concerns and questions are addressed in this document. All public and agency 
comments are docketed and shared with staff and will be considered within the 
analysis. When the PSA is released, staff will schedule a public workshop in the Carrizo 
area, and possibly in other areas given sufficient interest, for the purpose of receiving 
additional public comments. We will notify you of the availability of the PSA and the 
workshop date. We anticipate publishing the PSA in June 2008. 

Staff held a public workshop on March 12, 2008 in the Carrizo area. The purpose of this 
workshop was to discuss the applicant's responses to staffs data requests, work to 
resolve issues, and to receive public comment. About two dozen local residents 
attended the workshop and provided comments and input. 










