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NAME: Mark Lindley (PWA) DATE: 1/20/08 TIME: 1:30 PM 

WITH: Sandra Rowlett 

SUBJECT: Carrizo Energy Solar Farm – Project Pumping Well History 
 
Sandra Rowlett is a longtime resident of the Carrizo Plain, her great-great-grandparents homesteaded 
the CESF property in 1858. 
 
Sandra indicated that the pumping well at CESF was completed in the early 1970's.  She thought that 
they encountered water about 200 feet below ground surface.   
 
Sandra indicated that the well originally produced about 1,100 gpm.  The well was used to flood irrigate 
about 100 acres of alfalfa grown for seed.  Depending on the weather and crop production, the field was 
flooded several times per year.  Later in the 1980s, Dole used the well aggressively to irrigate the same 
100 acres to produce carrots.  By 1990, the well partially collapsed and could only produce about 400 
gpm. 
 
When the well was pumped for alfalfa and carrot production, neighboring wells were impacted - 
experiencing some draw down impacts and higher costs for pumping.  However, she did not feel that it 
was a significant issue.  Sandra felt that the CESF well could easily provide the 13 gpm (CESF’s 
operational water supply).  She was not confident that the well could produce 90 gpm continuously 
(CESF’s most recent estimate of maximum construction water supply). 
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