
John Ruskovich 
13084 Soda Lake Road 
Santa Margarita, CA 93453 
agarnett@tcsn.net 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
State Energy Commission 

And Development Commission 
 

 
 
 
To:  Mr. Perry Fontana, Vice President – Project, ASURA Inc. 
 
John Ruskovich requests that you answer the following questions stated in this data request 
within 30 days.  All information sought is relevant to the proceeding and is in the control of the 
applicant and not readily available from other sources.  In answering this data request, you are 
required to furnish full and complete answers.   
 

1. It is requested that an actual Water Report be completed with 2008/2009 data, not 
continual use of data from 1956 and the Kemnitzer Ground Water Study dated 1967.  It 
is relevant that the Applicant be aware that Mr. Ruskovich’s Ranch water use for the 
past year was:  1.75 million gallons or 5.35 Acre Feet Per Year of water on 3 ¾ sections 
of land, running 125 Head of Cattle average, Household use, outside landscaping and 
6,000 square feet of lawn.  This information is needed and is paramount because I will 
be directly affected by the change in the water supply. 

 
2. Justify why the water use in the beginning of the process of this project was stated that 

water usage was going to be a maximum of 21 acre feet per year of water and today, 
your information states 144 acre feet or 47,044,800 gallons will be used the first year 
alone.  Year number 2 will be 70 Acre Feet Per Year, and year number 3 will be 38 Acre 
Feet Per Year, or 254 Acre Feet of Water the first 3 years of operation.  This amount is 
more than I would use in 50 years. (see Attachment A).  We request that part of the 
mitigation of the water issue be the monitoring of depths of water of local Wells to 
safeguard our water over this project.  If for any reason we start having water issues 
procedures should be in place to rectify the issues.  I require that the following Wells be 
continuously monitored for water depth and water quality.  These belong to: John 
Ruskovich, Gordon Haye, Carrisa Plains Elementary School, California Valley Community 
Service District, and Mike Strobridge.  This information is needed because I will be 
directly affected by the change in the water supply. 
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3. The applicant has stated that our average rainfall is 8 to 10 inches per year (see 
Attachment B).  As you will see, only 2 of the last 9 years has our rainfall been above 
average.  Justify the amount of water to be used, just in construction alone.  Also justify 
the amount of water to be used when the plant is operational.  Justify the amount of 
water to be used when the Governor of California has declared a drought emergency, 
and the County of San Luis Obispo is in record drought.  (see Attachment C)  This 
information is needed because I will be adversely affected by the amount of water the 
applicant states they will use and it will cause a change in the water supply for all 
residences without that aquifer. 

 
4. Provide the data on the 11 big Ag Wells that you state in your water report that are on 

the Carrisa Plains (see Attachment D).  Also provide the following: 
a. Who are the current land owners of the property that these wells are located on. 
b. What are the section numbers of these properties. 
c. What were the gallons per minute pump down for these wells. 
d. When was the date that each Well was last used and how many months out of 

the year were they ran. 
This information is needed because I will be directly affected by the change in the water 
supply. 

 
5. The Bechtel Report dated June 15, 1984 that URS refers to states in that report they 

have four Wells drilled on a 300 acre Project Site.  The first two were dry wells and the 
third well drilled in the southwest corner was drilled 620 feet down and was a 12 inch 
diameter test Well.  The estimated water was 115 gallons per minute. (see 
Attachment E).  Provide the following information: 

a. How many years was the Well used by Arco Solar. 
b. Was there any long term pumping problems. 
c. What was the quality of the water. 
d. Was there any long term problems with neighboring Wells due to that pumping. 
e. Provide the actual location of that Well. 

This information is needed because I will be directly affected by the change in the water 
supply. 

 
6. The Hydrology Report states that the applicant is planning on buying additional water 

and hauling it in two water trucks in a 30 minute time frame roundtrip.  Since this is on 
the Carrisa Plains, who are you going to buy this water from?  And where are the Wells 
located at that this water will be pumped from?  This information is paramount, because 
whoever is selling the water, their neighbors will be adversely affected.  Also, this water 
will still be coming out of the Carrisa Aquafur. 

 



7. The Hydrology Report states, (Attachment F) that Mr. Tab, the owner of California 
Valley Restaurant and Hotel uses 14 acre feet of water per year.  Provide the following 
information: 

a. How many days per week does the Restaurant operate, i.e., breakfast, lunch, 
dinner. 

b. How many rooms does the Hotel have and what is the average nightly 
occupancy. 

c. How many square feet of lawn is irrigated for the Restaurant and Hotel. 
d. When the trees were planted that you state take up a 3 acres.  And how long 

will these trees be under irrigated until their full growth. 
This information is needed because I will be directly affected by the change in the 
water supply. 

 
8. Provide justification to the size of the 380 acre Lay Down Site.  Sun Powers Project is 

going to use a six acre lay down site within their boundaries.  Please explain why you 
cannot use 6 to 10 acres within your boundaries.  Please look at the attachments and 
justify. (see Attachment G).  This information is needed because the size of this 
industrial site will adversely affect my community-the elementary school-the visual 
affects of the area-flow of the natural creek-and increase the amount of water used by 
the applicant. 

 
9. Provide us with the legal documentation stating you can legally change the Routing 

Trucking Traffic.  On the URS February 17, 2009 Traffic Mitigation Plan, page 1-3 thru 
page 1-5, you are incorrect on small trucks being 65 foot in length due to California 
legal maximum length laws.  SR-58 has a King Pin to Rear Axle length law from US-
101 to CA-33.  The King Pin to Rear Axle length is 30 feet, with 3 feet in front of King 
Pin, maximum of 5 feet after rear axle or legally approximately a 40 foot Trailer, along 
with a small Day-Cab Tractor is legal on this road, not your 65 foot legal length small 
trucks.  We have discussed this issue at length at all Workshops and you have agreed 
to use Bitter Water Road for most deliveries and the bus routes for employees.  Why 
have you resubmitted this new report, only using Hwy 58 in and out of your job.  We 
have talked about this issue at great lengths.  Why the change and no longer running 
Bitter Water Road. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 3/15/09     /s/     

  Date     John Ruskovich 
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1516 NINTH STREET, SACRAMENTO, CA 95814 
1-800-822-6228 – WWW.ENERGY.CA.GOV 

APPLICAION FOR CERTIFICATION 
FOR THE CARRIZO ENERGY 
SOLAR FARM PROJECT 

Docket No. 07-AFC-8 

  PROOF OF SERVICE 

  (Revised 2/18/2009) 

APPLICANT 
Perry H. Fontana, QEP 
Vice President-Projects 
Ausra, Inc. 
2585 East Bayshore Road 
Palo Alto, California 94303 
perry@ausra.com 
  
APPLICANT CONSULTANT 
Angela Leiba, GISP 
Senior Project Manager 
GIS Manager/Visual Resource 
Specialist 
URS Corporation 
1615 Murray Canyon Road, Suite 
1000 
San Diego, CA 92108 
angela_leiba@urscorp.com 
  
Kristen E. Walker, J.D. 
URS Corporation 
1615 Murray Canyon Road, Suite 
1000 
San Diego, California 92108 
kristen_e_walker@urscorp.com 
 
COUNSEL FOR APPLICANT 
  
Jane E. Luckhardt 
DOWNEY BRAND 
621 Capitol Mall, 18th Floor 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
jluckhardt@downeybrand.com 
  
  

INTERESTED AGENCIES 
  
California ISO 
e-recipient@caiso.com 
  
INTERVENORS 
  
*Mr. John A. Ruskovich 
13084 Soda Lake Road 
Santa Margarita, California 93453 
agarnett@tcsn.com 
  
*Mr. Michael Strobridge 
9450 Pronghorn Plains Road 
Santa Margarita, California 93453 
mike_76@live.com 
  
California Unions for Reliable Energy 
(CURE) 
c/o Tanya Gulesserian 
Adams Broadwell Joseph & Cardozo 
601 Gateway Boulevard, Suite 1000 
South San Francisco, CA 94080 
tgulesserian@adamsbroadwell.com 
  
John Burch 
Traditional Council Lead 
Salinan Tribe 
8315 Morro Road, #202 
Atascadero, California 93422 
salinantribe@aol.com 
  

*Environmental Center of 
San Luis Obispo (ECOSLO) 
c/o Babak Naficy 
P.O. Box 13728 
San Luis Obispo, California 93406 
babaknaficy@sbcglobal.net 
  
ENERGY COMMISSION 
  
JEFFREY D. BYRON 
Commissioner and Associate Member 
jbyron@energy.state.ca.us 
  
Gary Fay 
Hearing Officer 
Gfay@energy.state.ca.us 
  
John Kessler 
Project Manager 
jkessler@energy.state.ca.us 
  
Caryn Holmes 
Staff Counsel 
cholmes@energy.state.ca.us 
  
Michael Doughton 
Staff Counsel 
mdoughto@energy.state.ca.us 
  
Elena Miller 
Public Adviser 
publicadviser@energy.state.ca.us 
*indicates change 1 
  



John Ruskovich 
13084 Soda Lake Road 
Santa Margarita, CA 93453 
agarnett@tcsn.net 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
State Energy Commission 

And Development Commission 
 

DECLARATION OF SERVICE 
 
I, John Ruskovich, declare that on __________________, I served and filed copies of the 
attached Data Request.  The original document, filed with the Docket Unit, is accompanied by a 
copy of the most recent Proof of Service list, located on the web page for this project at: 
[http://www.energy.ca.gov/sitingcases/carrizo/index.html].  The document has been sent to all 
parties in this proceeding (as shown on the Proof of Service list) and to the commission’s Docket 
Unit, in the following manner: 
 
(Check all that Apply) 
 
For service to all other parties: 
 
_X_ sent electronically to all email addresses on the Proof of Service list; 
 
_____ by personal delivery or by depositing in the United States mail at Atascadero, California 
with first-class postage thereon fully prepaid and addressed as provided on the Proof of Service 
list above to those addresses NOT marked “email preferred.” 
 
AND 
 
For filing with the Energy Commission: 
 
_X_ sending an original paper copy and one electronic copy, mailed and emailed respectively, to 
the address below (preferred method); 
 
OR 
 
_____ depositing in the mail an original and 12 copies, as follows: 
 
CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION 
Attn: Docket No. 07-AFC-8 
1516 Ninth Street, MS-4 
Sacramento, CA 95814-5512 
 
docket@energy.state.ca.us 
 
I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 
 
 
__________/s/_________________________________________________________________ 
 John Ruskovich 


