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June 8, 2009 DOCKET

07-AFC-9

Eric K. Solorio DATE 06/08/09

Siting Project Manager - |

California Energy Commission RECD. 07/31/09

1516 Ninth Street
Sacramento, CA 85814-5512

Subject: Comments by Orange County Water District on Preliminary Staff Assessment
for the Proposed Canyon Power Plant (07-AFC-9)

Dear Mr. Solorio:

The Orange County Water District (OCWD) was established in 1933 by the State of
California to manage and protect the Orange County Groundwater Basin. In its role as
the groundwater basin manager, OCWD implements projécts to increase groundwater
supplies and protect water quality. OCWD appreciates the opportunity to provide
comments on the Preliminary Staff Assessment for the Canyon Power Plant (CPP)
dated April 2009.

OCWD provides the following comments:

1. In Section 4.9, the Preliminary Staff Assessment discusses recycled water
supplies that could be utilized by the CPP. The Groundwater Replenishment
System, a joint project of the Orange County Sanitation District and OCWD,
provides a level of treatment and water quality that exceeds tertiary treatment
standards. The Groundwater Replenishment System utilizes microfiltration,
reverse osmosis, and ultraviolet light with advanced oxidation to purify
secondary-treated water from the Orange County Sanitation District. Due to the
high level of treatment, it is not appropriate to utilize water from the Groundwater
Replenishment System for construction-related water supplies such as dust
suppression. Groundwater recharge with water with a low salt content is
advantageous for the groundwater basin, because it helps.improve water quality
in'the basin and address the long-term accumulation of salts in groundwater-
The water from the Groundwater Replenishment System is’intended for
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groundwater recharge or selected industrial uses that require water with a low
salt content.

2. As noted in Section 4.9 of the Preliminary Staff Assessment, supplies from the
Groundwater Replenishment System are interruptible. Condition Soil&Water-5 in
the Preliminary Staff Assessment specifies that “In the event of a recycled water
delivery interruption, potable water may be used as an emergency back-up
supply for up to 32 hours of plant operation per incident.” It is possible that
unforeseen circumstances could occur such water from the Groundwater
Replenishment System is not available for periods longer than 32 hours.

3. As illustrated in the Preliminary Staff Assessment, the pipeline to convey water
from the Groundwater Replenishment System to the City of Anaheim right-of-way
on East Miraloma Avenue will need to utilize OCWD property. The project
proponent will need to secure OCWD’s permission to utilize OCWD property.

If you need any additional information regarding these issues, please contact me at
714-378-3305.

Michael R. Markus, P.E.
General Manager

Copy: Suzanne Wilson/City of Anaheim



