
BEFORETHE ENERGY CONSERVATION COMMISSIONRESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT 
OF THE STATEOF CALIFORNIA 

APPLICATIONFOR SMALLPOWERPLANT 
EXEMPTIONFOR THE CHEVRON 
RICHMONDPOWERPLANT 
REPLACEMENTPROJECT 

NOTICEOF PUBLIC~NFORMAT~ONAL AND SITEVISITHEARING 

The California Energy Commission, a state agency, has exclusive jurisdiction to license 
new power plants that generate 50 megawatts (MW) or more. Under state law, power 
plants that generate up to 100 MW may be exempted from the Energy Commission's 
licensing process if the Energy Commission determines a project proposal qualifies for 
such an exemption. The Small Power Plant Exemption (SPPE) review process provides 
the public forum for the Energy Commission's evaluation of the project's eligibility for an 
exemption under Public Resources Code section 25541. 

On June 22, 2007, Chevron USA, Inc. (Applicant) submitted an Application for an SPPE 
to the California Energy Commission in connection with its proposal to construct and 
operate the Chevron Richmond Power Plant Replacement Project (PPRP). The project 
involves a nominal 60 MW net addition to electric generating capacity at the Chevron 
Richmond Refinery. Construction is planned to begin in the third quarter of 2007 and 
commercial operation is planned to begin by the second quarter of 2010. 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Energy Commission has designated a Committee of 
two Commissioners to conduct proceedings on the SPPE. The Committee has 
scheduled a public lnformational Hearing and Site Visit to discuss the proposed project 
with the Richmond community on the following date: 

August 30,2007 
Site Visit begins at 4:00 p.m. 

Public lnformational Hearing begins at 5:30 p.m. 
Richmond City Council Chambers 

1401 Marina Way South 
Richmond, California 94804 

RECD.AUG 1 0 HflT 
[Wheelchair Accessible] 

(Map Attached) 

Prior to the lnformational Hearing, members of the public are invited to join the 
Committee on a bus tour of the proposed site. For further details, please contact the 
Energy Commission's Public Adviser's Office at 916-654-4489 or 800-822-6228 or email: 
[pao@energy.state.ca.us]. In order to assure adequate transportation is available, 

mailto:[pao@energy.state.ca.us]


anyone desiring to take part in the Site Visit shall contact, and so inform, the Public 
Adviser's Office no later than August 27,2007. 

BACKGROUND 

On June 22, 2007, the Energy Commission began an expedited review of the 
application for exemption for the PPRP under the provisions of Public Resources Code 
section 25541. During the review period, the Energy Commission will determine 
whether construction or operation of the proposed project will create a substantial 
adverse impact upon the environment or energy resources. The Informational Hearing 
scheduled by this Notice is sponsored by the Energy Commission to inform the public 
about the project and to invite public participation in the review process. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The project involves a nominal 60 MW net addition to electric generating capacity at the 
Chevron Richmond Refinery located at 841 Chevron Way in the City of Richmond, 
Contra Costa County, California. 

The proposed PPRP would include a 43 MW cogeneration train (Cogen 3000), a 17 
MW steam turbine generator (HpSTG), reconductoring to upgrade ampacity of 
approximately 4000 feet of existing on-site double-circuit overhead 115 KV transmission 
line, and permanent shutdown of the refinery's existing steam boilers. Construction is 
planned to begin in the third quarter of 2007 and commercial operation is planned to 
begin by the second quarter of 2010. 

The Cogen 3000 will occupy approximately 0.5 acre within an existing 5.2 acre 
cogeneration facility. It will consist of one General Electric Frame 6B combustion 
turbine generator (CTG) linked to the Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) power grid by 
existing, on-site refinery-owned double-circuit 11 5-kV transmission lines. 

The Hz-STG will be located within the proposed new hydrogen plant that will be 
installed, owned and operated by a third party, Praxair, under contract to Chevron. The 
Hz-STG will consist of a Dresser-Rand 17.8 MW condensing, extraction steam turbine 
generator electrically tied to new 12.47 kV switchgear in the new hydrogen plant. 

The project will use recycled water where possible, and will use treated water from an 
existing, on-site reverse osmosis (RO) plant. There will be no net increase in refinery 
fresh water usage due to the PPRP. With other PPRP fuel usage reductions, there will 
be no increase in refinery fuel usage with the installation of the project. 

The engineering and environmental details of the proposed project are contained in the 
application for exemption. Copies of the application were provided to local public 
agencies that are involved in the review process. Copies of the application are also 
available at the following libraries: California State Library Government Publication 
Section in Sacramento; San Francisco Public Library Government Information Center; 
UCLA University Research Library; San Diego Public Library; Fresno County Library 














