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October 29, 2010 
 
California Energy Commission  
Dockets Unit 
1516 Ninth Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814-5512 

 
Subject:   SUPPORT LETTERS  

RICE SOLAR ENERGY PROJECT 
DOCKET NO. (09-AFC-10) 

 
Enclosed for filing with the California Energy Commission are the original 
SUPPORT LETTERS, for the Rice Solar Energy Project (09-AFC-10).  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Marie Mills 
 

DOCKET
09-AFC-10

 DATE OCT 29 2010

 RECD. OCT 29 2010



SENATE 
CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE 

 
BILL EMMERSON 

SENATOR, THIRTY-SEVENTH DISTRICT 

 
 
October 26, 2010 
 
Karen Douglas, J.D., Chair 
California Energy Commission  
1519 Ninth Street MS-39 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Dear Ms. Douglas: 

 
I am writing to convey my strong support of SolarReserve’s Rice Solar Energy Project, and to 
encourage approval of this project by the California Energy Commission.  

  
The Rice Solar Energy Project is located within California’s 37th State Senate District, which I 
represent.  This project is a priority for me and the residents of our region.  For the reasons detailed 
below, it is clear that the economic and social benefits of this project far outweigh its impacts.   

  
Not only will the Rice Solar Energy Project help California meet its stated renewable energy goals, it 
will also employ hundreds of people and inject hundreds of millions of dollars into the local 
economies of Riverside and San Bernardino Counties.   

  
In addition, SolarReserve is introducing an exciting new technology which will, for the first time, 
allow for the storage of solar power, enabling energy created by a renewable source to be used on 
demand regardless of weather conditions or time of day.  This technology was created in the USA by 
American engineers and scientists, and the technology will utilize components primarily 
manufactured in the United States, as opposed to competing technologies which utilize a significant 
amount of imported components.   

  
SolarReserve’s power generation and storage process produces 100% clean renewable and 
sustainable energy.  It does not use natural gas or other fossil fuels in its operation and does not 
generate harmful emissions. 

 
Another important aspect of SolarReserve’s technology is that the cost of electricity generated by the 
Rice Solar Energy Project will be stable because it will not be tied to the price of oil.  Therefore it 
will not be vulnerable to fluctuation like that of coal-fired power plants, thus contributing to reliable 
long-term energy pricing and energy independence. 

  
The Rice Solar Energy Project will have a generating capacity of 150MW and be capable of 
delivering 450,000 megawatt-hours of renewable energy annually (enough to power up to 68,000  
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homes during peak electricity periods). It will therefore help meet regional, state and federal 
renewable energy goals. 
 
In my opinion, the Rice Solar Energy Project could not be more ideally located.  The site is 
privately-owned land that was once an abandoned airfield in a remote desert area, and is consistent 
with all current land use designations. 
 
The Rice Solar Energy Project will enhance the local economy by generating additional tax revenue, 
creating new “green” jobs and boosting revenue for local businesses.  Over its expected 30 year 
lifespan, the Rice Solar Energy Project will generate approximately $10 million in property tax 
revenue.  The project will contribute over $17 million in sales tax during construction and 
approximately $3 million in sales tax during operations.  It will add up to 50 new permanent “green” 
jobs in the area, and will create approximately 450 local jobs during the 2 ½ year construction 
period.  Construction materials and supplies for the project will be purchased in the region, greatly 
boosting the local economy in the near term. The Rice Solar Energy Project will continue as a stable 
contributor to the local economy with an estimated annual operating budget of approximately $6 
Million, the majority of which will be spent in the region.  
 
The Inland Empire will benefit from the distinction of being the home to this innovative, proven 
new technology on the cutting edge of solar power production. Experts and tourists from around 
the world will be drawn to the region, and the project will provide educational and economic 
opportunities through partnerships between SolarReserve and local colleges and businesses.   
 
I am in full support of this project and urge the California Energy Commission to approve the Rice 
Solar Energy Project. 
 
Respectfully,  

 
BILL EMMERSON 
Senator, 37th District 
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California Energy Commission
Media and Public Communications Office
l5l6 Ninth Street, MS-29
Sacramento, CA 958 14-5512

Dear Commissioners:

Riverside County, in responding to the State of California Executive Order S-14-08 requiring 33
percent of the total electricity sales by 2020 be from renewable energy sources, is attempting to
provide reasonable and thoughtful direction regarding the design and placement of the renewable
energy facilities while meeting the goal required by the Executive Order. To that end, I have
considered the Rice Solar Energy Project (RSEP) (Docket No. 09-AFC-10) and, while all projects have
impact, believe that the level of impact from the RSEP is acceptable,

In reviewing the written testimony of Terrence O'Brien, Deputy Director of the Siting, Transmission
and Environmental Protection Division for the California Energy Commission, for the October 29,
2010 proceedings, I have the following responses. Essentially Mr. O'Brien had three concerns in his
filing dated October 21,2010: the visual impacts, the remote location of the RSEP, and the lack of
proximity to existing transmission infrastructure.

Visual impact is a common issue relating to solar projects. While there is a visual impact from
this project, there is a visual impact from any solar project. With current technology this is
simply unavoidable.
While Mr. O'Brien considers the location of the project to be remote, he also states that Solar
Reserve is considering a future Application for Certification of a project in the same vicinity.
Possibly this will result in a clustcr of projects that will impact a similar area and benefit from
one transmission corridor.
The RSEP site, once part of the historic Rice Army Airfield, is disturbed land. We agree with
the Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan (DRECP) Independent Science Advisors
when they repeatedly emphasize in their report, "to the degree possible, site ull renewable
energy developments on previously disturbed lund."
While the transmission infrastructure is not in place, it should be understood that over half of
the 10-mile transmission line will follow an existing dirt road.
Predation by ravens from transmission lines and towers is and will continue to be a
management issue not solely related to the development of renewable energy projects. The
Science Advisory Report acknowledges the need to employ "deterrent devices to discourage
perching by ravens and raptors on transmission lines, towerso or other structures."

www.RivCo4.org . District4@rcbos.org



In considering projects such as the RSEP, we must weigh the positives against the negatives. In light
of the requirements we are facing under Executive Order S-14'08 and the fact that this project does not
disturb a large swath of undisturbed desert, I believe this project should receive approval.

Fourth District Supervisor

JJB:das

Sincerelv.

M
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1BAPPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATION    Docket No. 09-AFC-10 
FOR THE RICE SOLAR ENERGY POWER  
PLANT PROJECT      PROOF OF SERVICE 
            (Revised 8/5/2010) 
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APPLICANTU  
Jeffrey Benoit 
Project Manager 
Solar Reserve 
2425 Olympic Boulevard, Ste. 500 East 
Santa Monica, CA  90404 
Jeffrey.Benoit@solarreserve.com 
 
UAPPLICANT’S CONSULTANTS 
Andrea Grenier 
Grenier and Associates 
1420 East Roseville Parkway, Ste. 140-377 
Roseville, CA  95661 
andrea@agrenier.com 
 
Douglas Davy 
CH2MHILL 
2485 Natomas Park Drive, Ste. 600 
Sacramento, CA  95833 
ddavy@ch2m.com 
 
UCOUNSEL FOR APPLICANT 
*Scott Galati 
Marie Mills 
Galati & Blek, LLP 
455 Capitol Mall, Suite 350 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
sgalati@gb-llp.com 
mmills@gb-llp.com 
 
INTERESTED AGENCIES 
California ISO 
E-mail Preferred 
 HUe-recipient@caiso.comUH 
	
  
	
  
	
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Liana Reilly 
Western Area Power Administration 
PO Box 281213 
Lakewood CO 80228-8213 
reilly@wapa.gov  
 
Allison Shaffer 
Bureau of Land Management 
Palm Springs/South Coast Field Office 
1201 Bird Center Drive 
Palm Springs, Ca 92262 
allison_shaffer@blm.gov  
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INTERVENORS 
 
ENERGY COMMISSION  
ROBERT WEISENMILLER 
Commissioner and Presiding Member 
rweisenm@energy.state.ca.us 
 
KAREN DOUGLAS 
Chairman and Associate Member 
HUkldougla@energy.state.ca.usU 
 
HUU 
H  
Kourtney Vaccaro 
Hearing Officer 
HU	
  

kvaccaro@energy.state.ca.us 
 
John Kessler  
Siting Project Manager 
jkessler@energy.state.ca.us   
 
HU 
Deborah Dyer 
Staff Counsel 
ddyer@energy.state.ca.us  
 
*Jennifer Jennings 
Public Adviser’s Office 
E-mail preferredU	
  

publicadviser@energy.state.ca.us 



DECLARATION OF SERVICE 
 
I, Marie Mills, declare that on October 29, 2010, I served and filed copies of the attached SUPPORT LETTERS. The 
original document, filed with the Docket Unit, is accompanied by a copy of the most recent Proof of Service list, 
located on the web page for this project at: 
[http://www.energy.ca.gov/sitingcases/ricesolar]. 
 
The documents have been sent to both the other parties in this proceeding (as shown on the Proof of Service list) 
and to the Commission’s Docket Unit, in the following manner: 
 
(Check all that Apply) 
 

FOR SERVICE TO ALL OTHER PARTIES: 
 

__X___ sent electronically to all email addresses on the Proof of Service list; 
 
_____ by personal delivery; 
 
__X__ by delivering on this date, for mailing with the United States Postal Service with first-class postage thereon 

fully prepaid, to the name and address of the person served, for mailing that same day in the ordinary 
course of business; that the envelope was sealed and placed for collection and mailing on that date to those 
addresses NOT marked “email preferred.” 

AND 
 

FOR FILING WITH THE ENERGY COMMISSION: 
 

__X___ sending an original paper copy and one electronic copy, mailed and emailed respectively, to the address 
below (preferred method); 

OR 
 
_____ depositing in the mail an original and 12 paper copies, as follows: 
 

CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION 
Attn: Docket No. 09-AFC-10 

1516 Ninth Street, MS-4 
Sacramento, CA 95814-5512 
docket@energy.state.ca.us 

 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct, that I am employed in the county where this 
mailing occurred, and that I am over the age of 18 years and not a party to the proceeding. 
 

 
 
 

 
_________________________ 

Marie Mills 

mailto:docket@energy.state.ca.us�
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